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H O W W E W O R S H I P : C L A P,
W E E P, R E F L E C T, W H A T E V E R

by Rev. Heather Haginduff, Lead Minister
heather@fcucc.org

My parents came to FCC on Easter and we had an interesting and thought
provoking conversation about whether or not congregants should applaud
in church. My stepdad, a seminary-trained thinker in his 70’s, felt like a recent
cultural shift has happened in his church and across the country, where
congregants no longer distinguish church from entertainment. My mother, a
life-long Presbyterian and professional musician, agreed with him. Applause
not only interrupted her reflective posture in church, but she wondered if it was disingenuous. Who are
we giving the feedback to? The choir? The preacher? God?
I confess that I was taken aback the first time FCC members clapped after a sermon. I had never
experienced applause like that in a mainline church. And that sermon, in particular, was hard to
preach after the Florida school shooting. The standing ovation, while affirming, was also confusing as
a preacher. I sat there shaking from the words still hanging in the air, thinking, “I gave them a hard ‘to
do’ list. Did they hear the list? Should I repeat it for them? Just in case?”
Feedback is a funny thing in church. The worship staff at FCC works
diligently to create meaningful and cohesive worship experiences that give
space to teach, pray, praise and inspire. And there is always a performative
aspect to worship. As my Rabbi friend says, “Worship is where we act out
God’s story on the stage.”
We like to know when people are moved and when they are uncomfortable.
But church feedback is more than preference and opinion because worship
is not a consumer product. Indeed, it is a tall order to meet everyone’s needs
every week. This is because worship is about God and our many ways to
connect to God. Moments of discomfort are as valuable as moments of
serenity and joy. And it’s important to remember that if something isn’t
meeting our need this week, it might be meeting someone else’s need.
Perhaps this is what it means to lay down our lives for our friends.
As I thought more about the conversation with my parents, I reflected on
the congregation in Canton, Ohio that could barely crack a smile in worship
because “that’s not what we do here”. So... is willful restraint from expressing
joy just as disingenuous as applause? And if we ban clapping at FCC, would
we ban weeping and laughing too?
continued on page 2.

Table of Contents

How We Worship
1		
Worship in May
2
Gluten-Free Bread?
3
The Forum in May
4
Adult Faith Formation
5a
Easter Sunday Moments 5b
The Kids' Corner
6
FCC Youth
7
Annual Concert at FCC
8
Urban Peak
9
Upcoming Events
10a
Multi-Gen Choir
10b
Congregational Life
11
Historic Legacy Gifts
12
The Illumination Project 13
A Peek in the Past
14
The Kitchen Cabinet
15
Demographic Groups
16
IGNITE...
17
Hikes and Walks
18
Staff and Leaders
19
Submit an Article
20

2

may 2018
continued from page 1.
Truly, I have zero interest in micromanaging
people’s faith or how they worship. I do, however,
invite each of us to ask questions and search our
hearts as to how we most authentically express
our faith in communal worship. If I am spiritually
moved to a physical expression of gratitude, how
do I express that? When I am in worship, how do I
become a participant versus an audience member?
Can I notice the impulse to give immediate
feedback and simply receive the gifts of worship

instead? And can we accept one another’s diverse
expressions, whether we are moved to clap or
weep or laugh or silently reflect, and can we do
so without judgment? Because let’s be honest, we
all worship differently and I would rather have
worship at FCC be authentic and free and without
judgment. That, to me, sounds like... Church.
For more information on how we, as a healthy,
spiritual community, can give helpful feedback
to the staff and one another, check out the
article from the Lead Pastor’s Kitchen Cabinet on
page 15.

W ORS H I P - M AY 2 0 1 8
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L o ve … b ind s every th ing to ge the r i n pe rf e c t harm ony. C o l o s s i a n s 3 : 1 4

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 6
Miroslav Volf, our 2018 James W. White Lectureship series speaker,
preaches about “Truth and Trust.” The Chancel Choir shares “Saints
Bound for Heaven,” a traditional American folk song, arranged by Mack
Wilberg, with four-hand piano accompaniment by David Acton and Susie
Marten, at both services. This service will not be intentionally MultiGenerational and Kids’ Community Worship will be available for children.

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 13
Pastor Heather preaches a sermon entitled “Witnessing & Lifting” based
on Acts 1:1-11. Amber Khedarian shares worship music at both services,
and the Chancel Choir sings at 11:00 a.m.

PENTECOST SUNDAY
MAY 20
In this Multi-Generational service of worship, we hear the story of Pentecost
and celebrate Holy Communion at both services. A Multi-Generational
choir forms to share worship music. To join this choir, see information on
page 10 or contact Mandy Todd, Director of Music & Arts (mandy@fcucc.org).

TRINITY SUNDAY
MAY 27
Today we begin our Summer Worship Schedule, with ONE service
at 9:30 a.m. This schedule continues until Rally Sunday, September
9, 2018 - the beginning of the program year.
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WTG-FB? WHY THE
GLUTEN-FREE BREAD?

by Ceil Malek, Communion Coordinator

cfrenchmalek@gmail.com

Communion has two sides: it’s a sacrament, an outward and visible sign of
an inward and spiritual connection enacted by our congregation nearly every
Sunday of the year. This sacred practice also has a very human side: it is led by
clergy, and it’s carried out by lay members of the communion team.
We encounter some tension when we make material changes to the way we serve communion, risking
that an alteration made in good faith disrupts a church member’s experience. So why change at all?
And why make two changes that may leave some of us feeling that this very important and very
familiar practice isn’t quite as it should be?
Why have we changed to gluten-free bread? Some people have complained that it tastes bad or has
a strange texture. Others have said gluten-free bread isn’t in the spirit of the first communion. The
answer is that after years of trying to make communion inclusive of those with celiac disease and those
who choose not to consume gluten for many health reasons (remember the gluten-free bread that
crumbled when dipped in the wine, the noisy and messy rice cakes, the gluten-free matzo crackers?),
clergy and staff have opted to use a new gluten-free bread that allows all congregants to take
communion without fear of cross-contamination and the subsequent health consequences.
Does it solve all problems for all communion recipients? Not at all. Some people don’t like the change
because the new bread is unfamiliar in taste and texture. It’s not as close to the bread of Jesus’ day as
some would like. Some are afraid of a slippery slope of accommodations. And, changes in a practice as
essential as communion make this familiar sacrament feel unfamiliar.
Inclusivity is the reason for the recent change. For those who have been avoiding communion for
health reasons, the change is liberating: no more worry about accidentally ingesting gluten. Here’s a
quote from one member: “With the change to bread without gluten,
I now feel fully welcome at the table without concern for my health.”
Another change instituted by Rev. Heather Haginduff
before
Lent
is
having
servers
hand
the
bread
to congregants rather than their breaking off a piece. It means a
change in posture, from one who takes the bread to one who receives
as the pastor told us. This change also proves problematic for some.
Congregants should know that the changes in communion are
attempts to make the process inclusive with an eye to enhancing
the experience. Of course, the spiritual experience that each of us
has is primary. In the coming months, let’s continue to approach
communion with openness to this essential practice, connecting
with our congregation, our tradition, and the deeper meaning of
the elements.
We are receptive to feedback. Contact Ceil Malek, Communion
Coordinator, (cfrenchmalek@gmail.com), Mandy Todd, Director of
Music & Arts, (mandy@fcucc.org), and/or Adam Gibbs, Council
Person for Worship and Spiritual Life, (jadamgibbs@gmail.com) with
comments.
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T H E F OR UM I N M AY
by Ardith Hanson, The Forum Chair
ardithmarie@gmail.com

MIROSLAV VOLF,
BILLY GRAHAM RECONSIDERED,
CITIZEN’S PROJECT
May 6: Panel Discussion with Miroslav Volf
May 13:
Joe Pickle: Billy Graham Reconsidered: Revivals in Context
Joe Pickle has been part of FCC since 1964 (an official member since 1992) serving
on committees and as co-founder of the James W. White Lectureship Series. At
Colorado College, he taught Theology (Christianity, Judaism, Islam), Philosophy
of Religion, and Science and Religion.
Joe hopes for an intergenerational reflection on a distinctively American
(protestant) pattern. How many of us have attended a revival? … or came down
to meet Christ? How does emotional experience connect to social engagement?
How does the conflict between revivalism and social gospel play out in our
generation?"

May 20:
Deb Walker: All About Citizens Project
Citizens Project has been challenging the Pikes Peak region to embrace equality,
diversity, and separation of church and state in our community since 1992.
We are living in a time when the rhetoric is increasingly terrible and the legal
protections that we have fought so hard to achieve are being threatened. Come
learn about the advocacy and education that Citizens Project does in our
community, protecting the public space and ensuring that every person has the
opportunity to fully participate regardless of religion, race, sexual orientation, or
gender identity.
Deb Walker has been the executive director of Citizens Project for the past three
years. When she is not championing justice in the world she is mother to three
children and two yellow labs. She is most at peace when serving in the developing
world.

SUMMER SCHEDULE STARTS!
NO FORUM: May 27-September 2, 2018.
Enjoy your summer! See you on September 9, 2018.
The Forum is brought to you by The Forum Team: Ardith Hanson, Don Allred, Cathy White, and Judy Rice-Jones.
Send your questions, comments, and ideas to Ardith Hanson (ardithmarie@gmail.com).
To be added to The Forum newsletter list, sign up during The Forum or contact Emily Bond (emily@fcucc.org). To listen
to recorded sessions of The Forum, visit the FCC website (www.fcucc.org), select “ministries” then “adult” then
“The Forum.”
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A D U LT F A I T H F O R M AT I O N
I N M AY

b y C a n d a c e D a t z , D i r e c t o r o f Yo u t h a n d A d u l t M i n i s t r y
candace@fcucc.org

In May, it's all about our James W. White Lectureship Series!
MAY 6
Q & A panel with Lecturer Dr. Miroslav Volf (in the Sanctuary)
MAY 13 & 20
JWW follow-up discussions in the Gregg Library, led by members of
the JWW Lectureship Series Team.
How do we process what Professor Volf brings to us? How does it
affect us personally and as a community? What kinds of steps do we
take practically to integrate what we've learned?

Great Moments from Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018!

may 2018
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C AT C H - U P F R O M T H E K I D S ’ C O R N E R
b y A l y s a We b b , C h i l d r e n ' s M i n i s t r y Te a m C h a i r
719.475.7465

In the last month or so, our children, their families, and our adult volunteers have
enjoyed some special moments. Palm Sunday was a big day at church for our families.
The children decorated and assembled survival kit boxes. These boxes were delivered
to Ecumenical Social Ministries (ESM) and/or put in cars to be handed out to those in
need. We then walked around the block in the Palm Parade, with our decorated banner and Munchkin
the Donkey leading the way. I want to extend a big
thanks to Candace Datz and the Youth Group for
collaborating with us for the parade, and reenacting
the Stations of the Cross. I also want to thank the
members of the Children’s Ministry Team, the FCC
Staff, and parents for all their extra time and support
for a fun and meaningful Palm Sunday.
As a way to stay CONNECTED and ENGAGED,
children have written and mailed personal notes to
Del Hokanson during Kids' Community Worship.
We hope this has helped them to process and express
their feelings during her absence, and to send her our
love and blessings. THANK YOU to Hannah Rockey
for facilitating that gift. Also, the Children's Ministry Team and I would like everyone to know how
grateful we are for Hannah’s support of our children through her time, talent, and commitment during
the past three months. Hannah - we have enjoyed having you be a part of our Team and hope you’ll
stay connected even after Del’s return!
As spring marches on and summer sneaks up, there a few things to announce!
1. Registration for the Multi-Faith Kids' Experience (July 23-27) will be open by May 15.
		Please watch for details. This camp fills fast!
2. Children's Ministry Team is hosting a few Summer Events!
Watch for dates and details; we hope you will join us!
Sunday programming for children (Kids' Community Worship, Godly Play, Faith Formation Hour)
would be extremely limited if it weren't for our fabulous Sunday School Teachers! The current teachers
have served for a twelve-week term with rotating only two or three Sundays off with their teacher
partners. This has been an unusual situation, but definitely a priceless gift to all of us. Next time you
see one of our teachers, please extend a word of thanks or blessing to them. Teachers - you have stuck
it out and been such an answer to our prayers. Thank You! We hope you have been blessed by your
time with our children.
If you are interested in knowing more about being a
teacher for Sunday School, please notify Del Hokanson,
myself or ask any of the teachers who have served. We
are always in need of teachers!
DEL! We have missed you. However, through all of your
preparation before departing, you made everything go
smoothly! Thank you, thank you, thank you; for all your
forethought and trust in us. We hope your time away was
everything you hoped, needed and more. But, we are so happy
you and Pete are home and hope you are here for quite a while!
Welcome Home!
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FCC YOUTH

It's been a busy and exciting couple of months in the lives of our youth at FCC. From Spring Retreat at La
Foret, to the Walkout in support of Gun Reform, to the end of two Our Whole Lives: Sexuality and Our Faith
programs, to planning meetings and fundraisers for our youth trips... our youth are active and engaged in the
life of our church and community! Here are some snippets from recent activities.

Youth enjoying games during Food, Fun, and Friends Sunday (every 2nd Sunday of the month)

8/9 Grade OWL participants on the last day of class,
using a ball of yarn to talk about the interconnectedness
of sexuality, self-worth, personal wellness, and gender!

Candace Datz with Palmer High School junior, Alana
Khederian, who helped organize the Walkout at Palmer.

7th grader Eli Hauber reflecting at Spring Retreat at La
Foret (photo by our own Todd Beltracchi!)

Youth out exploring the neighborhood, looking for
beauty, as a part of Art + Spirituality Sunday (every 3rd
Sunday of the month)
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LIGHT FOR THE JOURNE Y
F CC ’ S A N N UA L CONC E RT
– JUNE 1, 2018
by Mandy Todd, Director of Music and Arts Ministry
mandy@fcucc.org

I am so excited to announce “Light for the Journey,” a concert that features the Chancel Choir, Bells of
St. Vrain Handbell Ensemble, the Flute Choir, and a number of other musicians within our community
as this year’s culmination of the 2017-2018 Program Year.
This annual concert has become one of my favorite FCC traditions, and I usually begin working on it
almost a year in advance. The Chancel Choir prepares a larger work which serves as the central focal
point, and I craft a program around that piece. This year, the choir will perform J.S. Bach’s Missa Brevis
in A Major, BWV 234. This is a piece of music I purchased for the choir several years ago, but to be
honest, I’ve always been a bit afraid of it. Bach is very rewarding, but also challenging to sing, direct,
and play. I finally got up the nerve to do it this year, and after deciding that, Frank Shelton, our former
Organist & Music Director, gifted FCC with his harpsichord – the perfect instrument to accompany
Bach. What a gift, and what timing! David Acton, our current Organist, will be at the harpsichord
and will be joined by Phyllis White and Karen
Morsch (flute), Cynthia Robinson and Liz Eden
(violin), Ingrid Rodgers (viola), and Paul Rule
(cello).

Lightfor the Journey
Annual Concert

FRIDAY, JUNE 1
7:00 PM
FCC Sanctuary

Having selected Missa Brevis in A Major, I began
the process of choosing the rest of the concert
repertoire. First, I pulled out all the pieces that
each of the ensembles had shared in worship
throughout the 2017-2018 program year. I laid
each piece out on my table and began to look
for common ideas and themes. It’s probably
not surprising that in this time of searching for,
calling, and welcoming a new Lead Minister,
“Journey” is the theme that emerged.

It seems a bit like an understatement to say
the last year has been an incredible journey. At
times painful, and always exciting, this journey has challenged us to grow and evolve in ways we
didn’t even know were possible. What I love the most, though, is the way that the music we’ve sung and
played over this year has spoken throughout it all. Through song, we’ve lamented about the struggles
we’ve encountered, we’ve gloried in the amazing ways we’ve felt Christ’s presence in our lives and
in our sacred space, and we’ve been reminded how blessed we are to have each other on this journey.
We can’t wait to share this music and this message with you! Please join us on June 1 at 7 p.m. in the
Sanctuary for our concert to hear it all. The Chancel Choir will also share Missa Brevis in A Major in
worship on June 3 at 9:30 a.m. See you there!
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MG&O PRESENTS
URBAN PEAK

by Pauli Hubbard, Member of MG&O
paulijhubbard49@gmail.com

We Believe:
•
In the transformational power of acceptance.
•
In the responsible stewardship of our resources.
•
That with compassion, guidance and support,
		
positive change and healing can happen.
What makes Urban Peak unique from the other not-for-profit
organizations serving youth who experience homelessness?
While there are other organizations in the Pikes Peak region that serve
youth who are experiencing homelessness, Urban Peak is the only nonprofit organization in the Pikes
Peak region that provides a full convergence of services for youth ages fifteen up to age twenty. This
includes outreach services as well as a twenty-bed shelter for youth ages fifteen up to twenty, transitional
housing, education and employment services, case management, life skills courses, meals, and more.
Is Urban Peak Colorado Springs a part of the county or city of Colorado Springs?
Urban Peak Colorado Springs is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization governed by a local
volunteer board of directors. Urban Peak is not a division of any city or county entity, and is not a part
of a national organization. Urban Peak Colorado Springs affiliates in a strategic partnership with Urban
Peak Denver in order to provide administrative efficiencies and nationally recognized programmatic
best practices. Urban Peak is not a faith-based organization.
How do I access Urban Peak’s services?
There is no one set entry point at Urban
Peak. Clients can access Urban Peak
at any point depending on the youth’s
individual needs and goals. Some
clients first learn about Urban Peak by
going to the shelter; some are referred
to the programs by a school counselor
or probation officer; some learn about
Urban Peak by meeting one of the
Outreach counselors on the street. No
two journeys at Urban Peak are the same.
Please visit the ‘Contact Us’ tab to reach
the appropriate member of the Urban
Peak team (http://www.urbanpeak.org/
colorado-springs/contact-form/). A staff
member will return your inquiry within
two business days. If you are a youth
between fifteen and twenty years old,
in need of immediate overnight shelter
services, please contact 719.630.3223 or
719.205.7129 after 5 p.m. or on a weekend.
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BOOK DISCUSSION
GROUP
Sunday, May 20
6:00 p.m.
Gregg Library
All are invited to the next Book Discussion
Group! Coffee and Snacks will be provided.
Get a copy of the book
today, read up, and
then join the group
discussion! For more
information, please
contact
Linda Boles
(jobolesjr@comcast.net /
719.331.8752).

Multi-Generational
Choir
(and we’ll make you dinner!)

Come sing with us!
We’re looking for people of ALL AGES
to make music together and to
create community!

Rehearsal:

Wednesday, May 16
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Come for a spaghetti dinner at 5:30 p.m. in
the Founders’ Room, and stay for rehearsal
(6:15 - 7:00 p.m.) We’ll learn a fun song
called “Where Can I Go?” (listen to it here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xIIKMBIobU)

Performances:

Parents Out Partying
Somewhere (POPS)
Saturday, June 9, 6:00 p.m.
Hosts: NANCY & RICH LAW

SAVE THE DATE!
Newcomers always welcome!
Look for an Evite 2-3 weeks ahead.
For more information about POPS or to be
placed on the distribution list, contact
Jane Ridings (janeridings@hotmail.com).

Sunday, May 20
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. worship services
(but you’ll be done by 11:15 a.m.!)
AND
Friday, June 1
7 p.m.
Can’t make it to both performances?
That’s okay! Participate however you can!
Questions?
Want to help with making dinner or clean-up?
Contact Mandy Todd,
Director of Music & Arts, mandy@fcucc.org
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C on g r e g at i on a l L i f e

March 18 - April 8, 2018

by David Acton, Organist & Office Administrator
david@fcucc.org

THANK YOU to Gus, Iris, Sarah and Rob Lund, Mark Qualls, and Pam Shockley-Zalabak, who
served as liturgists. We also thank the many wonderful musicians who offered their talents, including
Luke Cammack, Mike Gerbig, Brian Hofflander, Lee Lehmkuhl, Paul Schwotzer, Luke Tripp, Russ
Ware, and the members of the Easter Brass Quintet. So much goes into the success of Lent, Holy
Week, and Easter, giving us many people to thank. Sheryl Cline and Liz Ryan who brought the gift
of liturgical dance on Palm Sunday. Teri Walton and Munchkin the Donkey made another successful
Palm Sunday appearance. Anna and Kayla Apotheker, Hana and Ivy Chiroux, Chloe Kemp, and
Abby Smith were vest-clad parking volunteers on Easter morning. We also thank those who brought
worship service preparations and chancel decorations during Holy Week: Rev. Steve Alsum, Julie
Andrews, Dave Babin, Connie Brachtenbach, Tom Hershberger, Dennis Kleinsasser, Eleanor Law,
Ceil Malek, Aimee Martz-Dick, Connie Raub, Casey and Sue Scott, Cathy and Jerry White. Denise
Ellsworth, Karol Finch, Judy Jacob, Sandy Johannsen, Cyndi McFarland, John Stefonik, and Hope
Woodhead were Godly Play Worship leaders in March. Dave Babin, Aaron Brown, Karen Chiroux,
Minette Church, Valerie Colegrove, Julia Kellner, Jennifer Malenky, Barb Reichert, Rick Shick,
Polly Strovink, Jennifer Sundman, and Amanda Terrell-Orr were March Sunday School teachers.
Thank you also to Jerry White for facilitation the 2018 Lenten Friday Film Series. Finally, we thank
ALL who participated in the #Walkout in support of children and youth, and to the wonderful FCC
Members who, during a Special Meeting of the Congregation, voted unanimously to amend the FCC
Constitution and Bylaws to be completely gender-neutral and gender-inclusive.
CONGRATULATIONS to Tiffany Schmid on being awarded Gold and two Silver COSADDYS for
her graphic design work. Congratulations also to Liz Ryan for her new position as Executive Director
of Franciscan Counseling Center at Mt. St. Francis.
We hold PRAYERS in our hearts for those undergoing cancer treatment, including Charlie Hall, Gayle
Jordan, Linda LeMieux, Marilyn Turner, Nancy Wenzlau, and Mary Yates. We pray also for those
with health concerns, including Teri Addison, Matthew Cole, Sarah Delwiche, and Connie Kreider’s
sister, Joyce. Charles Barber is recovering from a car accident, Isabelle Kemp continues to endure
long-lasting migraines, and Anne Brown’s goddaughter, Sarah, is trapped in the grips of anorexia. For
those who are recovering from surgery, we pray for Kim Gogan, Elfriede Jopp, Margaret Reiber, and
George Waterhouse. Jeff Knight and Mo Morrow are experiencing housing issues and Ann Lantz,
Director of ESM, has a father in hospice care. Finally we lift prayers for the youth and teens across the
nation who are finding their voices.
CONDOLENCES are offered to Jack Beal for the loss of his father, Harry; to Sarah Delwiche for
the loss of her grandmother, Linda Sele; and to Charles Kiskiras and his Family on the loss of his
niece, London. Jeffery Payne lost his mother and Alysa Webb lost her grandmother. Finally, we offer
condolences to the Burnett Family and their friends for the loss of longtime FCC member, Wes Burnett
who passed away at the age of 92.
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HISTORIC LEGACY GIFTS FROM WOMEN
S U S T A I N O U R C H U R C H T O D AY
by Ruth Roland, Director of Financial Ministry
ruth@fcucc.org

As we look forward to the church’s 150th Anniversary
in 2024, I am mindful of the saints who sustain the
church even today through their legacy planning. I’d
like to commend to you three indomitable women
who shaped the history of First Congregational
Church in their lifetime, and who thoughtfully
provided for the church’s future through bequests
or trusts.
The
first,
Florence
Stevens Knight, is
the less well-known
woman of the three.
She was the daughter
of one of the early day
members of this church,
Mrs. Adee Stevens, and
she was married to Mr.
J. Alfred Knight. It seems plausible that she grew
up in this church, and perhaps was married here;
she was still listed as a member in 1974. When the
trust she created was registered on September 14,
1979, she listed The First Congregational Church of
Colorado Springs as a recipient of 20% of the annual
income generated by the corpus of the trust. When
the church receives this distribution each July, we
allocate it the way that Mrs. Knight made her annual
pledge: 80% to the local church and 20% to mission
giving.
The second woman, Cary Gilman Carey, is better
known. Our oldest living member Mrs. Rosemary
Landon remembers Mrs. Carey as “an influential
lady of the church in the 50s and 60s.” Influential
indeed, not only in the church but in our city. Before
she died in November,
1971, she was “active in
all vital concerns of her
community for many
years and was voted
‘Woman of the Year’
in 1956 and awarded a
Doctor of Humanities
degree by Colorado
College in 1960." Within
the church, she served
as
church
treasurer

beginning in 1945 and
served on the Christian
Education
Building
Planning Committee in the
1950s. The old chapel, which was demolished in
the 1994-96 timeframe, as well as our current chapel
were both named in her honor. Today, you can see
her portrait on the wall in the northeast corner of the
chapel. With her trust, she established the church
as a 33% beneficiary of the annual income, and the
church allocates the income as she pledged: 50% to
the local church and 50% to mission giving.
The last woman is more contemporary and many
will still remember her: Mary Lou Anderson, mother
to our church member Kris Anderson. If you have
entered the church through the glass atrium doors,
you’ve been a beneficiary of the vision, leadership,
and
generosity
of
Mary Lou Anderson.
Mrs. Anderson was an
accomplished artist and
community leader; she
served as the President
of the National PTA
in her lifetime among
many other roles. At
heart, she was a humble person who did not want
accolades for her work. In her final years, she served
as the Chair of the Long Range Planning Committee
in the early 1990s. Her drive and vision led to the
church's first Capital Campaign in many years in
1994. Sadly, Mary Lou died on November 20, 1994,
before she could see the results of her hard work.
Through her will, she created an endowment fund
to provide income for capital projects so that the
church would have regular income to maintain its
historic buildings.
We still need saints today who will include the
church they love in their legacy plans. Interested in
learning how? Please contact me at ruth@fcucc.org or
719.635.3549.
(Sources: Chris Steenbergen, Church Historian and The
History of The First Congregational United Church of Christ,
Colorado Springs, Colorado, 1874-1999)
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A Just Peace Effort:
R e p o rt o n t h e C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s
I l l u m i n at i o n P r o j e c t

by Rev. Jacque Franklin, Minister for Pastoral Care
jacque@fcucc.org

First Congregational Church
is proud to be one of the
gathering sites on June 23 for the
Illumination project, Colorado Springs. The Illumination
Project is modeled after a design by community leaders in
Charleston, South Carolina. It fits the imperative of our Just
Peace proclamation of becoming a safe place for peaceful
dialogue.
Members of the Colorado Springs community are invited
to listening sessions facilitated by community members,
Center for Creative Leadership faculty, and coaches. First Congregational Church was selected
for our downtown location and our cultivation of a safe place for undocumented and unhoused
residents of the city to engage with their local police force and other community leaders. The group
will discuss the experiences they’ve had, challenges they’ve faced, and suggest practices they
can work on together to adopt in the future. The intent of these conversations is to move toward
finding the balance between
protecting individual liberties
and maintaining public safety.
Given the national climate of
police/community relations, the
Colorado Springs Illumination
Project is a particularly relevant
and prudent initiative to create
meaningful dialogue. Put this
date on your calendar and be
sure to come and support our
role as a “good neighbor” and
Just Peace church of Colorado
Springs.

The Colorado Springs Illumination Project is an effort supported by the Colorado Springs Police Chief
Peter Carey and Mayor John Suthers. The project aims to deepen trust and proactively address potential
challenges.
To learn more about the Colorado Springs Illumination Project, please contact the Community Relations
Unit with the Colorado Springs Police Department (719.444.7410).
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A PEEK IN THE PA ST:
THE CENTURY CHEST

by Chris Steenbergen, Church Historian
chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com

On January 1, 2001 Wilber Fulker assisted with the opening of the Colorado Springs
Century Chest. Longtime FCC member and principal of the School for the Deaf and
Blind Wilber Fulker, who died in 2011, had great interest in our local history. He also
provided us for many years with a huge Christmas tree in the Founders' Room and held many functions in
the church. The “Uncle Wilber Fountain” in Acacia Park is named after him. The Century Chest, a 1901 time
capsule with letters, photographs and other artifacts, had been kept at Colorado College until its opening.
The contents are now in Special Collections of the Tutt Library (online at www.coloradocollege.edu/basics/
welcome/history/centurychest/ and worth a peek).
Several of the contents pertain to FCC, as excerpted below:
•
		
•
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
•
		
		
		
•
		
•
		

Photographer F.P. Stevens added a picture of the
church, still on a dirt road, to his contributions.
Architect Thomas McLaren thoroughly disliked the
church's design: “The style of the First Congregational
would be somewhat difficult to define as to whether…
in the “quaint grotesque or grandly awful”... similar to,
but in frame and shingle and otherwise a travesty on the
tower of Trinity Square Church in Boston.”
In any case, FCC had McLaren design the Parish
House and the Founders' Room addition.
FCC member (and later disgraced Colorado College
President) W.F. Slocum wrote: “The strong moral and
Opening of the Century Chest, 01/01/2001
religious purposes of the college we have tried to make
(Wilber Fulker in the center)
dominate everything else.”
FCC member (and Chemistry professor) William Strieby speculated: “And the “atoms” of my time, are
they merely aggregates of simpler masses, as some experiments lead us to conjecture?”
FCC member (and first Colorado State Forest Commissioner) E.J. Ensign stated: “It is to be hoped
that... the South Cheyenne Canyon… with the North Cheyenne Canyon, would constitute one of the most
wonderful and unique public parks in America.”
• Manly Ormes (at the time, Pastor of South
(Second) Congregational Church and
Colorado College librarian, and later an FCC
member)wished: “We hope our children and
their descendants will admit our mistakes, improve
upon our grasp of the truth, live more upon the
mountains than we have been ...”
• Longtime FCC Clerk, D.C. Jencks contributed
his family genealogy scribbled on his shoe
store's stationary.
The Century Chest is a wealth of information
about the lives and thoughts of our predecessors
from almost 120 years ago.

Picture of FCC placed in the Century Chest
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ANNOUNCING THE
KITCHEN CABINET

by Jessica Gemm, Kitchen Cabinet Member
jess.robinson@gmail.com

As Pastor Heather has started to guide our
WTF conversations - What's the Future? the former Search Committee felt it would
be helpful to share an update about a new
role we are playing as we settle into this year of transition.
It's typical for the Lead and Associate Ministers to each have their
own Pastor-Parish Relations Committee (PPRC – also known as the
Clergy-Congregation Relations Committee) to provide a space for
listening and encouragement, and objective perspectives on the
general feelings of the Congregation.
As Pastor Heather has been settling in, the former Search Committee
has shifted into serving as her "Kitchen Cabinet" - not a formal
PPRC, but a place to provide her with a temporary sounding board
as she gets deeper into this position. It also serves as a place for us
to share a summary of what we're hearing from the Congregation.
We meet once a month, and will continue meeting through this
year, until Pastor Heather and Council decide it's time to establish
the more formal PPRC.
The Kitchen Cabinet is explicitly not playing the role of Pastor Heather's 'manager' - that is the job
of the Church Council. We are here to be a short-term resource and liaison as we discover our future
together, and deepen our relationships with and understanding of our new Lead Minister. We know
this is a time of change and adjustment for all of us, which is exciting, and sometimes scary! We also
know that as we lean into all of it, we will strengthen our community even more.

THE KITCHEN
CABINET
Jan Johnson
Deidre Schoolcraft
Jill Robinson
Casey Scott
Dave Babin
Sid Shelton
Jessica Gemm
Polly Strovink
Wil Green
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C H U R C H S T E WA R D S H I P T E A M
SEEKS ENGAGEMENT WITH
DEMOGRAPHIC GROUPS
by Ruth Roland, Director of Finacial Ministry
ruthroland@fcucc.org

Your Stewardship Team is working hard this year to connect with the three
major demographic groups in our church:

• Young Adults / Young Families (28%)
• Baby Boomers (50%)
• Elders (22%)
We are approaching each group a bit differently to build relationships, listen, and express appreciation.

In March, we sponsored a Friday morning breakfast for “Chronologically

Esteemed” members for fellowship and the opportunity to meet Pastor
Heather Haginduff. We heard loud and clear that this age group wants more
opportunities like this. Stay tuned for upcoming opportunities for fellowship,
time with the pastors, and possibly a more facilitated time together to gather
important feedback from our seniors.

In April, we reached out to the growing Young Adults / Young Families

group with a Faith Formation opportunity for three weeks. Knowing that
this cohort is all about their life purpose and visioning, we offered the
opportunity to discuss big questions about the present and future states of
the church. We asked the following questions:

- What’s working for you at FCC?
- What would you like to see more of, less of, differently?
- In 20 years, what will you be celebrating around the Easter table about what this
church has meant to you and your family?
The discussions were heartfelt, powerful, and overwhelmingly positive. As with all feedback that we
receive, this information was shared and made available to the joint Church Council & Church Staff
Team strategic planning session on April 21.

Next up, we’re planning on hosting the large group of Baby Boomers in our church. We’re envisioning
a “Meet the Church Council” kind of event, but we’d love to hear from
you about your ideas for a time that would be valuable and worthwhile
to attend. Please feel free to reach out to me at ruth@fcucc.org, so that the
Stewardship Team may take your ideas into account at upcoming planning
sessions.

As always, thank you for your gifts of time, talent, and treasure that make
ministry at First Congregational Church possible.
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IGNITE... IS STILL SPEAKING

by AniRose Whaleswan, Sunday Sexton
livingstonesunlimited@gmail.com

Twenty-Seven ministers and lay leaders are
now in the sixth of a nine-month process;
the Rocky Mountain Conference Leadership
Initiative known as IGNITE. We recently
got together for a second week at La Foret
connecting, learning and listening to what God
is still doing in renewing and re-creating what it means to be church.
IGNITE is based on three pillars of growth which answer a common
hunger in todays’ world. We yearn to: deepen our being; amplify our
relationships; and thereby experience Church in new and moving
ways. Perhaps it is no longer enough to do Sunday-ing only. How can we follow God’s initiative to newly
imagine what Church can be in all our meetings, committees,
teams, events? What questions can we intentionally address in
order to flow with God’s movement? Why Church and How
Church? What if we had quarterly mission statements to reflect
movement, rather than one final forever goal? How do we
unstick limiting beliefs and models? How can we run meetings
differently in order to reflect this NEW and transformed/
transforming Church? How do we connect with the other Rocky
Mountain congregations; congregations which might be much
smaller... without a building... selling a building... meeting in
a store front... ever-changing? How can we deepen our being
and amplify our relationships ON PURPOSE, all the time? In
this time of deep troubles, how can we become stewards of
our shared pain? What other questions do we have, and how
can we address them together? Did you know that in the New
Testament there are:
IGNITE is a 9-month program
- 307 questions asked of Jesus,
dedicated to
- 183 questions Jesus asked,
increasing our
... and Jesus answered only 3. Questions
capacity as leaders
are the way through, the way to flow into the changing future.
in the 21st Century.
The program is
IGNITE is an experience-based learning process offering
anchored around
practical methods and tools to address the many questions and
two leadership
hungers we share: open-space technology; the circle way; the
events, each taking
art of hosting; shadow work; and much more. It is a powerful
place over four
process of growth into God’s process. The next “class” of clergy
nights and five days. These
and lay leaders is intended for 2019. The current group will
retreats will then be sustained
have a presence at the Annual Celebration (formerly the Annual
by regular small-group meetings
Meeting) in June and beyond, creating new connections and
and monthly all-cohort
“getting the word out.” Watch for it!
web-meetings, in the name of
I have felt called, moved and inspired in being part of IGNITE.
continued teaching and shared
I hope to share more and more of the fruits of deepening and
witnessing.
amplifying, being part of God’s continued speaking.
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A N E W S E A S O N O F H I K E S & WA L K S
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b y Te d D r e s i e , H i k e s a n d Wa l k s C o o r d i n a t o r

TederCO@gmail.com

Although Mother Nature is taking us on a roller-coaster
ride, in terms of the weather, the crocuses, daffodils,
and hyacinths are making it quite clear that Spring has
sprung. And, I hope that you are beginning to anticipate
getting out and hiking in our beautiful surroundings. I
certainly have!
Several of us have put our heads together to come up with
a schedule of 23 HIKES throughout our region beginning
in May and ending in October. They range in difficulty
with half easy, half moderate and only one difficult. All
of the hikes are scheduled for weekdays. As in the past,
I will send out announcements every two weeks to our
Trekker Distribution List, beginning mid-May outlining
the meet-up times and places for the upcoming two hikes.
If you plan on participating in any of these hikes, plan to
RSVP so that we have an idea of how many avid souls
will be joining us. Notice that this is a tentative schedule.
There may be times when venues, dates, days, and/or

meet-up times for hikes will have
to be adjusted due to unforeseen
circumstances. When that occurs,
you will receive a message from me
indicating any changes in plans.
As an added bonus this year, we are trying to coordinate
a weekend trip into Rocky Mountain National Park sometime in September. This will be an overnighter
(two nights) and will require some early planning and
preparation as well as commitments. If you have an
interest in participating in this outing and/or an interest
in helping to plan this special bonus trip, please RSVP to
Linda Kittiel (lpkittiel@gmail.com) as soon as possible.
I am looking forward to our hiking adventures this year!
If you are not yet on the Trekker Distribution List, please
email me to be added (TederCO@gmail.com). Happy Trails!
Hiking Key:
1 boot = easy; 2 boots = moderate; 3 boots = difficult

DATE

DAY

VENUE

LEADER

May 22

Tuesday

Ute Valley Eastside

Bob and Karen Jones

May 30

Wednesday Tunnel Drive (Canon City)

June 7

Thursday

June 13

Wednesday Catamont Ranch Open Space

Lisa Mason

June 21

Thursday

Christine Hall

June 27

Wednesday Spruce Mountain Open Space

Chris Steenbergen

July 5

Thursday

Downtown Art Walk

Angie Adams

July 13

Friday

Lovell Gulch

Bob and Karen Jones

July 19

Thursday

Blodgett Peak Open Space

Bob and Karen Jones

July 25

Wednesday Red Rock Canyon Open Space

Linda Kittiel

July 31

Tuesday

Bob and Karen Jones

August 8

Wednesday Garden of the Gods

Ted Dresie and Bob Kelly

August 16

Thursday

Fox Run Regional Park (Prayer Trees)

Roger and Sheila Bouton

August 24

Friday

Narrow Gauge Trail

Ted Dresie and Bob Kelly

August 30

Thursday

Mt. Cutler

Christine Hall

September 5

Wednesday Dawson Butte Open Space

September 13 Thursday

Bob and Karen Jones

Mueller State Park: Calypso Orchids/Picnic Jim and Jamie Stata
Seven Bridges

Horsethief Falls

Fountain Creek Reg. Park

Ted Dresie and Bob Kelly
Mary Jane Ray

September 19 Wednesday Mueller State Park: Cheeseman Trail

Mary Jane Ray

September 27 Thursday

Southslope Recreational Area (Fee)

Lisa Mason

October 5

Friday

The Crags

Roger and Seila Bouton

October 11

Thursday

Rainbow Gulch

Ted Dresie and Bob Kelly

October 17

Wednesday Homestead Ranch Reg. Park

Ted Dresie and Bob Kelly

October 23

Tuesday

Bob and Karen Jones

Austin Bluffs Open Space South Loop
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Congregational UCC is an Open and
Affirming Congregation. We invite people of every
age, ace, marital status, sexual orientation, gender
expression, means, ability and spiritual tradition
to join us in the love of God and neighbor through
Christian worship, dedication to education and
commitment to service.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO WRITE AN ARTICLE FOR THE COMMUNICATOR?
We invite you to submit articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation.
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.
Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.
The DEADLINE for the next issue (the SUMMER 2018 Issue) is Tuesday, May 15, 2018.
Please send to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org and Pete Hokanson - petehokanson@gmail.com
REQUIREMENTS:
• Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number.
• Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc.
• Full page articles should be a MAXIMUM of 500 words (one page in size 12 font).
**If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article.
• Short articles and announcements are welcomed and will be vetted to decide about inclusion.
• May be a MSWord attachment or an email.
• Accepted LATE submissions may be placed in the next edition or may be sent out via weekly
e-blast.

