MARCH 2019

Lent 2019:
Cultivating and Letting Go

b y R e v . H e a t h e r H a g i n d u f f , Lead Minister
heather@fcucc.org

This Lent, we are embracing the theme of “Cultivating and Letting Go.” Lent is a season of spiritual
gardening, of inviting God to unearth in us what lies fallow, what needs to be tended, and what needs
to die for new life to emerge. This year, our Scripture texts offer us images and stories with themes of
earthiness and grit. We will be invited to a place where we can loosen our grip on things that keep us
separate from God and one another, and welcome the life of freedom and joy that we were meant to
live.

Book & Scripture Study
with Pastor Heather
Join me on Friday mornings
during Lent (March 8-April 12)
at 10:00 a.m. in the Carey
Chapel to study the week’s
scripture alongside the
themes of Brené Brown’s
book, The Gifts of Imperfection: Let
Go of Who You Think Y
ou’re Supposed to Be and
Embrace Who You Are.
While we will be discussing the book, buying the book is
optional. https://www.amazon.com/Gifts-Imperfection-ThinkSupposed-Embrace/dp/159285849X
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Lent 2019: Cultivating and Letting Go
“Faith is a place of mystery, where we find the courage to believe in what we cannot
see and the strength to let go of our fear of uncertainty.”

-The Gifts of Imperfection: Let Go of Who You Think You’re Supposed to Be and
Embrace Who You Are by Brené Brown.

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY
MARCH 3 – 8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

Today, during this Multi-Generational service, we remember the Transfiguration of
Jesus as told in Luke’s gospel. We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion at both
services. Sarah Newbrough and Anna Shelton sing “Will the Circle Be Unbroken” at
both services, and the Chancel Choir shares Ralph Manuel’s beautiful “Alleluia” during
the 11 a.m. service.

ASH WEDNESDAY
MARCH 6 – 12:00 P.M. & 6:00 P.M.

Contemplative services with the imposition of ashes will be offered at noon in the Carey
Chapel and at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 10 – 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.

Pastor Heather introduces our Lenten theme: Cultivating and Letting Go. David Acton
directs the Chancel Choir in the Parker/Shaw arrangement of “Wondrous Love” during
the 11 a.m. service.

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 17 – 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.

Pastor Jacque preaches on Luke 13:31-35 – Cultivating Gratitude and Joy/Letting Go of
Scarcity and Fear of the Dark. The Bells of Saint Vrain Handbell Ensemble offer special
music at both services, and the Chancel Choir performs an original composition by
Mandy Todd & Russ Ware during the 11 a.m. service.

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 24 – 8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

Pastor Heather preaches on Luke 13:1-9 – Cultivating Resilience/Letting Go of Numbing
& Powerlessness. Paul Rule and David Acton share special music at both services, and
the Chancel Choir sings “Out of the Deep” from John Rutter’s Requiem during the 11
a.m. service.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 31 – 8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

Candace Woods preaches on Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 – Cultivating Self-Compassion/Letting
Go of Perfectionism. The Flute Choir shares special music at both services, and the
Chancel Choir sings during the 11 a.m. service.
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by Brian Dimit and John Spears
Stewardship Co-Chairs
bjdimit@gmail.com / jgspears73@gmail.com

When we first decided to move from Salt Lake City to Colorado
Springs in 2016, it was not an easy decision. We would be leaving
friends, a city, and a support structure that we knew welcomed us
and celebrated our love for one another. Coming to Colorado Springs was a frightening prospect on
many levels, and we were unsure how accepted we would be in a city that was known for Amendment
2, Focus on the Family, and a socially conservative environment. Finding First Congregational Church
though, showed us that our fears were misplaced. Like many who have followed a similar journey of
faith as us, we found a beacon of acceptance within these walls, and we quickly found this church to be
one that truly lived up to its ideals as an Open and Affirming congregation.
Over the past two years, we have made this church
our home, made new friends, grown spiritually,
and taken on several roles, including co-chairing
the Stewardship Team. Having the opportunity
to give back to a church and faith community
that has given so much to us has been more
rewarding than we could have ever hoped or
expected. Our church, though, has faced recent
difficulties. It has faced such difficulties in the past
and will surely face such difficulties in the future, as
well. Our role on the Stewardship Team presented
us with the daunting task of examining how
the members of this church choose to give, and
with a projected financial shortfall that could have
led to cuts in programs and staffing, we asked
the members of this church to explore the
possibility of giving more.
As a community, you answered that call, and we
want to thank you. Regardless of your financial

Worship Flowers

Many of you donate beautiful flowers for our
worship services. Each week, we feature an
arrangement on the Chancel, which is then taken
home to be enjoyed, or donated to someone
needing a little pick-me-up. We still have some
dates available. Perhaps you would like to donate
flowers in honor of someone or something, or in
memory of someone? Please stop by the Flower
Chart - currently on display in the Founders'
Room and sign up for a Sunday. The Flower
Coordinator, Ann Benson will be in touch! We
are truly grateful for your generosity in helping to
beautify not only worship, but another person's
life and/or memory.

pledge—whether it increased, decreased, or stayed
the same, we want to express our gratitude to
each and every one of you. The home that we
found here is one that we all share and support,
and on behalf of the entire Stewardship
Team, we want to express
our gratitude that your
generosity
will
allow
this
amazing
ministry
to continue being that
beacon of acceptance, a
welcoming place for those
seeking God, and a shining
example of Jesus’s light in the
world.
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b y C a n d a c e Wo o d s , D i r e c t o r o f Yo u t h a n d A d u l t M i n i s t r y
candace@fcucc.org

It’s probably not going to be a surprise to any of you
that our JWW Lecturer is going to challenge us this
year. Our congregation and the JWW Lectureship
Series Team have a history of receiving thoughtful
and challenging lecturers who stretch our minds
and our hearts, helping us to grow closer to the
expansiveness of the heart of God.
Rev. Dr. Miguel De La Torre
is a long-time faculty
member at Iliff School
of Theology and Pastor
Heather and I, and many
other Iliff grads in our
congregation, have had
the joy of being in class
with him. His prophetic
voice and witness to the necessity
of listening to the voices from the margins make
him a spectacular addition to our long history of
excellent JWW lecturers. What makes Professor
De La Torre especially relevant for our
congregation is his direct and unabashed call
for white folks to do the work of burying white
supremacy and allowing God to resurrect a new
radical form of Christianity.
In my studies at Iliff and in my work in our
community, I have discovered that
the roots of white supremacy
go deep into our very
psyches and are expressed
in even the tiniest parts
of what we understand
our culture to be. We have
begun to address these things
in our congregation through
White Privilege classes and
with our past JWW lecturer
Bishop Yvette Flunder,
who spoke on radical
inclusivity. I believe that
Professor De La Torre is
going to take us deeper
into this work through his
weekend with us, during which
he’ll be addressing the topic of

Embracing Hopelessness:
Shaking Up the Powers
That Be. This topic will build
on his thoughts expressed
throughout his academic
career, but most recently expressed in his latest
books Burying White Privilege: Resurrecting Badass
Christianity and Embracing Hopelessness. I invite
as many who can to purchase and read his book
Burying White Privilege to prepare for his weekend
with us in May.
As always, I’m grateful to be a part of a community
of faith that is not afraid to tackle difficult subjects
and to continue the work of justice. May we all
have grace for the journey.

RESOURCES

Here are some
resources that
may be helpful
as we prepare our hearts and minds to receive
Professor De La Torre:

• We will be running another round of
		 the White Privilege Class during Lent,
		 with facilitators Rev. Elizabeth Vincent
		 and Drew Cavin, PhD.
		 Registration can be found at:
https://fcccs.infellowship.com/			
Forms/414537
• The Me and White Supremacy workbook
		 is available for free as a way to take next
		 steps to reflect on our individual
		 interactions with white supremacy. Those
		 who have already participated in the
		 White Privilege Class here at FCC are
		 highly recommended to continue the work
		 with this resource:
https://www.
meandwhitesupremacybook.com/
• Here is a short(ish) podcast to listen to for
		 a quicker overview into Professor De La
		 Torre’s work:
http://nccusa.libsyn.com/buryingwhite-privilege?fbclid=IwAR04cv14tGy
JyYozWotjPyS0yUx3u2Cej6X7bXA1lBK
QipreWfdd6i1OJpY
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The Forum in March

by Ardith Hanson, The Forum Chair
ardithmarie@gmail.com

Lewis & Clark & Natives, Council District 4,
Lent & Poetry, Lent: Cross or Fish?

The Forum is brought to you by your Forum Team: Ardith Hanson, Don Allred, Cathy White,
Judith Rice-Jones, and Travis Hunter. Send your questions, comments, and ideas to Ardith
Hanson (ardithmarie@gmail.com). To receive The Forum Eblast, sign up during The Forum or contact Emily Bond
(emily@fcucc.org). To listen to past sessions of The Forum, visit www.fcucc.org, select “ministries” then “adult” then
“The Forum.”

The Forum takes place most Sundays,
9:45-10:45 a.m. in the Carey Chapel located off
of the Founders’ Room.

March 3: Dave Seyfert

Lewis & Clark Expedition and their Interactions
with Native Peoples

The Forum’s founder, Dave Seyfert returns this
Sunday! He will share what he learned about Lewis
and Clark and native people from
a ten-day cultural tour he took last
summer that followed the Lewis
and Clark Trail through Montana
and Idaho. Dave founded The
Adult Forum in February of 1982
and ran it for twenty-nine years!
Welcome back Dave!

March 10: yolanda avila,
city council district 4
The Southeast Story

Yolanda Avila's family has lived
in Colorado Springs since 1958.
She went to kindergarten at
Fort Carson and eventually got
a BA in International Political
Economy from Colorado College.
She worked as a criminal defense
investigator in California and as
a field supervisor and mentor to

university students.
In 1998, Yolanda was diagnosed with Retinitis
Pigmentosa, a degenerative eye disease that has
a prognosis of blindness. Yolanda retired in 2011
and returned to Colorado Springs. She is now the
City Council Member for District 4 where she has
championed several causes especially working to
improve infrastructure and transit accessibility as
well as working on economic development and
revitalization.

March 17: Rev. Roger Butts

The Sacrament of the Human:
Poetry as Spiritual Practice for Lent

"Reading a poem can bring us
epiphanies, can help us see things in
a completely new way, can awaken
the imagination, and can give us a
direct experience of the mystery at the
heart of all things. As Robert Bly says:
"Reclaiming the sacred in our lives
naturally brings us close once more to
the wellsprings of poetry." There are a
few poets who have tapped into the beauty and the sacredness
of the human person, in all its glory and messiness. Carl
Sandburg and Mary Oliver come to mind." Please join us
as Rev. Roger Butts helps us explore these two poets
(and perhaps others) and how their poems can be a
deep and rich spiritual practice for Lent. Rev. Roger
Butts is the Associate Minister at Unity Spiritual Center
in the Rockies, Staff Chaplain at Penrose St. Francis
Health Services, and is a 2002 graduate of Wesley
Theological Seminary.

March 24: David Weddle
Emblems of Lent: Cross of Fish?

David Weddle, PhD is a favorite
of The Forum, and returns to offer
some alternate interpretations of
the crucifixion of Jesus as they
differ from the traditional view
of His death as a sacrifice to God.
Dr. Weddle is a Professor Emeritus
of Religion at Colorado College.
A prolific writer and sought-after lecturer, his broad
span of expertise in religious practices worldwide, and
across the spiritual spectrum, promises a lively lecture
particularly appropriate for the Lenten Liturgical
season.

March 31: NO FORUM

5th Sunday Fellowship
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shrove tuesday all-church event
Bacon and Pancakes
Traditional Palm Burnings
Burying of the Alleluia banner
Imposition of Ashes

tuesday, march 5, 2019 - 5:00 p.m.
Walk The Labyrinth During Lent
Ash Wednesday, March 6
between the 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. services
and
Friday Afternoons
The Labyrinth will be set up and available for
walking meditation in the Founders' Room.
A Message from the Spiritual Life Team:
As we experienced in the past Advent season, the Spiritual Life Team is
planning contemplative services for the Lent. Watch the FCC Email Blast
and bulletins on Sunday for details as more plans develop.
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Friday Lenten Film Series

by Jerry White, Lenten Film Series Leader
gerald.white@mindspring.com

LENT

- the season of “Bright Sadness”- brings
with it the opportunity to adopt one or another
practice to observe the forty days between
Ash Wednesday and Easter (actually fortyseven, but Sunday’s don't officially count). Consider adopting First
Congregational's Lenten Film series as one of your practices this
Lenten season. Imagine throwing Fat Tuesday and Ash Wednesday
into a VitaMix and then adding a dash of philosophy, theology,
adventure, pathos, mystery – preceded by a first rate pot-luck dinner
and followed by engaging and often vigorous discussion. Just the
thing for reflection, renewal and reconnection. Each Friday in Lent we
will screen a short film along with a
full length feature, one or both tied
(sometimes loosely) to the scripture
and sermon of the following Sunday.
We’ll focus on concepts from Brené
Brown’s book “Gifts of Imperfection;”
Cultivating and Letting Go as
transmitted through the artful gaze
of the world’s most gifted cinema
artists. The films will span close
to one hundred years of creative effort;
we will have the opportunity to join
together to cast a (flickering) light on
our Lenten introspection.
Set aside time each Friday evening in
Lent to sit together and feel the reality
that can be created through the illusion
of images at twenty-four frames per
second.

Friday Lenten Film Series Schedule
Every Friday, March 8 - April 19, 2019
Pot Luck - 6:30 p.m. (Founders’ Room)
Film - 7:00 p.m. (Sanctuary)
Discussion to follow

Questions or comments? Please contact Jerry White
(g e r a l d . w h i t e @ m i n d s p r i n g . c o m / 7 1 9 . 471.8215).
Please also indicate if you will need child care.
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by Del Hokanson, Director of Children's & Family Ministry
del@fcucc.org

A team of nine dedicated UCC front range educators, led by visionaries JoAnne and Jeff Bogart,
and co-chair Noanie Geistert, organized the fourth Congregations Alive! conference (Feb 7-9), at First
Plymouth UCC in Englewood. This year, Rev. Traci Blackmon, the UCC Executive Minister of Justice
and Local Church Ministries and Rev. Amanda Henderson, Executive Director of the InterFaith
Alliance of Colorado, inspired all who attended along with several heartfelt worship services and
a selection of twenty workshops on various justice issues. Of the 140 people who registered, First
Congregational was well represented with seventeen attendees. Marcie Mayer led a workshop on transgender issues while
I was appreciative that six leadership team members of the Kids’ Multi Faith Experience joined me to lead a workshop.
It is challenging to share all the take-aways from the vast array of experiences possible, let alone the camaraderie and
relationship-building that occurred around the Happy Hour tables of delicious food. Unless you have grown up in a UCC
church, I believe many of our congregants may not know that we belong to a national church of over a million members.
Traci was able to give context for our times and issues from a national perspective. We were challenged and inspired. Here

A cherished moment with Traci Blackmon

The conference organizing team with key
note speakers and ministers.

are just a few takeaways from myself and other participants,
mainly from Traci’s multiple presentations.
• “JOY is an act of resistance to negativity and fear
		
mongering. Without Joy we cannot withstand the
		
fight.” - Rev. Traci Blackmon
• "Does our church know why it exists? What is our why?"
		 - Rich Law
• Is inclusion a better standard than “diversity?” Inclusion
		
implies belonging and the possibility that those who
		
join with us might change / influence us as much as we

Some of our FCC attendees:
Paul McNeill, Rev. Jacque Franklin, Rich Law, Lisa Mason

		
•
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Keynote presentation witnessed by our
Multi-Faith Experience leaders (foreground)

change/influence them. - Rich Law
Before slavery, there was no language for racism.
Migrants from many parts of the world worked together
in the New World. The notion and concept of racism
evolved with the intentional translocation of people from
Africa as they had the reputation for being hardworking,
had skills like metallurgy, and worked together well in
teams. That is what the tobacco industry was looking for
and that is when language for differentiations evolved.
- Rev. Traci Blackmon

Our Multi-Faith Experience workshop
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Continued from page 8.
• Racism plays out with a wall on our southern and
		
not northern borders?
• Can we identify our own "Road to Jericho?" In the
		
USA today, the road to Jericho has often been
		
re-named Martin Luther King Jr Blvd. Most urban
		
areas have a "Road to Jericho" that traverses through
		
areas of poverty or divides the wealthy from the poor.
• "Unhoused Kindred” rather than “the Homeless."
		 - Lynn Young
• Don’t ask "what will I gain if I act?", but instead: "what
		
will others lose if I don’t?"
		 - Lynn Young

Perhaps Logan Bennett’s reflection
captures the umbrella take away:
“I received a renewed sense of
how much we need one
another. The work of
justice is heavy and
long. The love of our
community can sustain
us, and even remind us
to go about it with joy.”

above:
Tazz Muhd,
Nawal
Shahril,
Lynn Young

Rev. Traci Blackmon

Inclusive Language

by Rev. Heather Haginduff, Lead Minister
heather@fcucc.org

Sometimes we get questions about why we, at FCC, begin the Lord’s Prayer
with “Our Mother, Our Father…” I’m sure many of us in the pews could answer
our own why. But our National UCC office recently created a brochure about
using expansive or inclusive language in how we describe God and humanity.
You will see these brochures around the church and we encourage you to pick
one up as a reminder that God is gender-less and gender-full. As your first female lead pastor, I am
so proud to be part of a church where it didn’t take a female pastor to lead the charge of expanding
our language around gender and our Divine Creator. Truly, the male, female, non-binary God is still
speaking.
"The Eleventh General Synod instructed that a Book of Worship be developed and
characterized by language that is truly inclusive with respect to God and to people. Although
the generic use of masculine terms has been accepted practice,
it is exclusive and viewed as offensive by many. Further,
the use of only masculine nouns and pronouns for God and
of masculine generic terms for humankind has hidden the
rich feminine imagery for God and God's people in
scripture. Scripture contains many gender neutral metaphors
for God such as shepherd, rock, or Holy One. The rediscovery
of the complementary female and male metaphors in the
Bible and the literature of the early church encourages
Christians not to settle for literary poverty in the midst of
literary riches.
Inclusive language is far more than an aesthetic matter
of male and female imagery; it is a fundamental issue of
social justice. Language that is truly inclusive affirms
sexuality, racial and ethnic background, stages of maturity,
and degrees of limiting conditions. It shows respect for all
people. Scripture proclaims the world is created, redeemed,
and sustained by the Word of God, and the church attests to
the power of language and words, recognizing that words
have the power to exploit and exclude as well as affirm and
liberate."

For more information, please visit:
www.ucc.org/worship/inclusive_language

MARCH 2019
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FCC & the Pikes Peak Community
F o u n d a t i o n' s E n d o w m e n t C o h o r t

by Ruth Roland, Director of Financial Ministry
ruth@fcucc.org
In 2018, in partnership with the
Everett Charitable Trust, the
Pikes Peak Community Foundation (PPCF)
launched an Endowment Cohort to serve
nonprofits in our community. In this new program,
nonprofits who currently have endowments
with PPCF participate in workshops and receive
technical support in order to develop sustainable
endowments. First Congregational Church is honored
to be part of this cohort which includes Court Care,
KCME, and Rocky Mountain Field Institute.
The church’s Endowment Fund with PPCF is
named the Seven Pillars Fund. The intent of this fund
is to receive and invest gifts so that the investment
income may sustain the ministry of our church in
perpetuity. Established more than ten years ago, the
fund is relatively small today, but we have big dreams!
We recently received two gifts from church families
totaling $15,000 to grow the endowment – we are so
grateful for these forward-thinking, generous souls
who want to sustain our church for future generations.
On February 13, PPCF hosted donors from the four
nonprofits at an event to introduce the opportunity
to participate in a Personalized Estate Design process.
Each of the nonprofits, including First Congregational
Church, may offer this process to up to eight

We sometimes think that
“imagination”
means
something
escapist
or
illusory. Yet, imagination
is not something unreal or
fake. No, it is essential to
God’s hope for creation.
Hear how the Apostle Paul
put it: “Now to him who by the power at work within us is
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask
or imagine…” (Ephesians 3:20-21). And God imagines a
world where all are safe,all are loved, all are fed.
You see, when we use our imaginations in the way
that God does, we can begin to envision – and work
for! – a world where no child goes unfed, un-housed,
or unloved; where no one ever fears abuse or violence;
where clean water is not a dream but a reality for all;
where small farmers do their work with dignity and
are paid a fair wage for their labors; where agricultural

families – at no charge! Participants will engage in a
professionally guided discussion to help define their
family’s core values and traditions, which has proven
instrumental in the accumulation and preservation of
resources. The result of this process is a unique blueprint
for an estate plan, an important and everlasting gift
positively influencing and guiding those individuals
and nonprofit organizations you care about, long after
you are gone.
If you are interested in learning more about the
Personalized Estate Design process, please contact me
in the church office. I would be happy to share more
information!
practices enrich and renew
the land rather than deplete
it; where survivors of natural
disasters have the resources
they need, now and for years
to come; where vulnerable
immigrants are welcomed in
Christ’s name.
Can YOU imagine these
things? Through your gifts to
One Great Hour of Sharing
what we can imagine becomes
ever more a reality for more
and more people. March 31 is
the day that we will be taking
this special offering at FCC.
Your support provides more
than we can imagine. Thank
you!
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What is OCWM?

by Rev. Jacque Franklin, Minister of Pastoral Care
jacque@fcucc.org

Our Church’s Wider Mission is a line item listed under
Mission Giving and Outreach budget for First Congregational
Colorado Springs. I’ve heard this question, “What is OCWM?”
every year that we go over the budget. This year, 45% of our MG&O budget goes
towards OCWM or $41,080.00.
About 80% of the Churches in our Rocky Mountain
Conference send support.
What is the Rocky Mountain Conference?
“We are a faith community of 75 United Church of Christ congregations in Colorado,
Utah and Wyoming who support and nurture one another.” - www.rmcucc.org

Every dollar of our support is
split 5 ways:

Ministry
Development: 33 cents
This portion paid for the support of the search process for our new Lead Minister. It includes
interim minister recruitment, church mission discernment, boundary training, Annual Celebration
and support for five Associations. (We are in the Southeast Association.)
Faith Formation: 38 cents
Our RMC camps and retreats at La Foret Camp and Conference Center and other national UCC
events is covered under this portion. It funds scholarships for youth who can’t afford camp and
a program called IGNITE Leadership Initiative for pastors and lay leaders and other vital RMC
trainings.
UCC Covenant: 18 cents
A smaller portion is sent to the National UCC setting that supports programs like Accessible to All
(A2A), disaster response, General Synod and so much more.
Mission: 6 cents
Mission supports area ecumenical ministries and local community outreach through “In the Mud”
grants. These grants empower churches to establish local ministries.
Building: 5 cents
The RMC building provides space for boards, teams, CO Council of Churches and Family Promise.
So you can see that this lump sum of money gets distributed in so many ways.
Just calling it OCWM hardly explains it. It is our way to stay connected to the
larger UCC church and its mission around the world. These resources support the health and
vitality of our UCC churches and their ministry to be extravagant in our welcome.
Thanks for asking about OCWM and thanks for being the Church!
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Peek in the Past:
A House of Prayer for All Peoples
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by Chris Steenbergen, Church Historian
chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com

Originally, Henry Marshall had designed our church building in 1888 with a Parish
House addition to the west. But, the congregation could not afford it at that time. As
the membership had doubled by 1898 to 400, expansion became necessary. Local (already-somewhat
famous) architect Thomas MacLaren, who hated the church's looks (“...
quaint grotesque or grandly awful...”), was the designer of the new Parish House
addition in the church's Richardsonian Romanesque style. It came with a
Founders' Room, connected with sliding doors to the sanctuary, two balconies,
with rooms under them, and a basement containing a kitchen and a dining hall.
On the north side, narrow gauge rails facilitated transport of coal and ashes
through the north basement to and from the main furnace under the Sanctuary.
The addition was dedicated in 1903.
MacLaren
must
have
lectured the leadership
of the church on style, for
Thomas MacLaren
only a few years later the
leaking superstructure of the “Church of the Holy
Birdcage” was removed and a new central roof built,
approximately resulting in the look we have today.

above: FCC church building in 1890. Note the dirt roads.

above: FCC church building in 1910. The future Gregg Library
Building is to the left

Around 1936 the Gregg Library Building was
donated to the church in memory of long term
(1882 – 1909) pastor James Gregg by his children.
The library is now part of the Christian Education
Building, erected in utilitarian style in 1958 on the
site of the old library.
From the mid-forties until 1949 the Gregg Library
was used by the recently organized Liberal Jewish
Congregation Beth El, under its president Marx
“Fuzzy” Lorig, for their services and meetings.
A plaque from the grateful congregation near the
east entrance of our sanctuary attests to that. The
Reform Beth El Congregation later became part of
Temple Shalom.

left: Plaque at the church's east entrance
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A Tr i b u t e t o We s t s i d e C a r e s
b y C l a y Ta y l o r , M e m b e r o f M G & O
bluewildrye@gmail.com

“No matter where you are in your life, there is someone who cares about you.”
I made an appointment with myself this morning to sit in the waiting room at
Westside Cares. I park my large four-door Toyota Tundra truck and pass two men
with shopping carts full of their belongings. The contrast between my life of material
comfort and someone who pushes their belongings in a shopping cart is stark from
the get-go. This disparity is painful, but I have come, in part, to feel my discomfort.
Over the years, my family and I have written a lot of checks to Westside Cares, which means it’s easy
to go straight up to the executive director’s office and walk past the ragged and despairing people.
In fact, this morning, when I explain to the reception volunteer that I am writing an article for First
Congregational Church about Westside Cares (WSC is one of our Mission Giving & Outreach grant
recipients) and I would like to just sit in the reception area, she asks if I would like to see Kristy
Milligan, the Executive Director. I smile and say, “maybe later. I want to spend time with the people whom
our money serves, the dispossessed people.”
What do I see? On the counter, in the corner, there is a wire display full
of pamphlets about addiction and recovery. There is a meeting notice for
an AA meeting (12 p.m.-1 p.m.) on Tuesdays upstairs, which someone is
looking for (I feel a little more comfortable now, as a longtime member
of Al-Anon, two of my siblings were addicted to drugs for a long time).
On the counter, at the hospitality station, are free loaves of sliced bread
and zip lock bags full of cookies for anyone to take home with them. A
man next me is rambling on to a staff member about his need for rental
assistance and on his way out he starts singing the lyrics ”you can just
keep using me, until you use me up.”
Kristy stops by to say hi and I ask her how many neighbors have come in this morning (their clients
are called neighbors). Tuesday morning from 8:30 a.m to 9:30 a.m., neighbors gather to get warm, drink
a cup of coffee, and seek assistance. This morning there have been seventy-four individuals seeking
assistance with rent, utilities, food, clothing or nursing care. Westside Cares is open Monday-Thursday,
8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Above the coffee and cookie station is a plaque which reads: “No matter where you are in your life, there is
someone who cares about you.” Dedicated in memory of Todd Taylor by his family and friends who cared
deeply about him.
Todd was my older brother. He was homeless at times because of his paranoid
schizophrenia. He died ten years ago of an enlarged heart at age forty-seven,
because he feared doctors and would not seek medical care on his own. Due to
our gifts, Westside Cares offered us the naming rights to their conference room.
We felt the plaque said it all. Seeing the plaque made me wish I could do more to
help.
I can’t change the world so every person has a warm home and enough to eat,
but choosing to show up, witness, and be generous really does affect peoples lives. Sometimes it seems
paltry, but it is what I can do. I feel the presence of Jesus when I visit Westside Cares. I see everyone
is included in the human family and my Christian practice feels like it comes alive. Jesus said the
Kingdom of Heaven is within each of us, and that’s why we love our neighbors as ourselves. I also find
my brother Todd there, reminding me that no one is that far away from being destitute and alone.
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by Anne Brown & Angie Adams,
Hats and Scarves Leaders,
amadams4216@gmail.com

To all of our KNITTERS and CROCHETERS!
We want to tell you how much you are appreciated and loved
for the incredible knitting and crocheting you do for the
homeless in our community.
While it seems like we just finished our fabulous year of creating hats, scarves, neck warmers, and baby
items, it is the perfect time to start thinking about the 2019 Stand Down for Homeless Veterans. SAVE
THE DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR: October 15, 2019. And, we are already receiving some of your
creations! Thank you! As you know, our commitment to you is that Thanksgiving is our target to have
each and every amazing item distributed.
This year, for fun, we will have a drawing just before the Stand
Down for four $20.00 Ewe & Me Gift Certificates. Each person
who knits or crochets any number of items will be entered into
this drawing…so be sure when you leave your wonderful work
for us at First Congregational Church, or on Angie's front porch,
or at Ewe & Me (1025 Garden of the Gods Rd, Suite F), please
include your name. We would like everyone who works on this
project to have a shopping opportunity at Ewe & Me!
As a reminder, black/dark colored items are always
hugely appreciated. (Most of our clients prefer
dark colors.) We are finding neck warmers to be
more and more desirable. If you need a very simple
pattern for nexk warmers, hats or scarves, please
contact us and we will get the patterns to you. We
also have lots of yarn for you to use.
Here is a brief recap of the organizations that are
supported with our work:
• Homeless Veterans during the Stand Down
• Ecumenical Social Ministries (ESM)
• Westside Cares
• Springs Rescue Mission (adults and babies)
• Monument House
• Mesa House
• One Nation Walking Together
• Urban Peak (homeless youth)
• La Puente in Alamosa
As you probably can recall, we created over seven
hundred and fifty items in 2018!
Please take a moment to congratulate and love
yourselves for this amazing commitment to those
in need in our community!
We are truly grateful!
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Cooking School 2019
by Chris Hall, Cooking School Chair
christine_c_hall@msn.com

Please join us for the TENTH year of “Cooking School”
at First Congregational Church. We meet once a month
on Fridays in the church Kitchen, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. There is no charge.
Our presenters come from within our congregation and from other
congregations all with recipes and stories designed to inspire and encourage
us to make healthy food choices, as we create connections and community
around the kitchen table.

			

The 2019 season:

April 25:

Lisa Mason
"Kentucky Derby"
prize winners		
		
May 31:
Sharron Waterhouse
"Popular snacks for
Bridge, Poker, or Church"

June 28:

Cooking School Volunteers
"5 Ingredients or Less" dishes

July 26:

Susan Schenk
"Mediterranean Salads"

August 30:

Carol Ehemann
and Tonya Lewis
"Pinwheels and Possibilities"

		

			

			
			

October 25:

Alyce Morgan
"Holiday Vegetable Dishes"

September 27:

Patti White
TBD
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Congregational Life: January 20 - February 10
by David Acton, Office Administrator
david@fcucc.org

THANK YOU to Brian Dimit, Verl Holmes, Lisa Mason, and the Maupin-Hill Family
who served as liturgists. Thank you also to the Baptist Family for serving communion
at the February Multi-Generational worship service. Charles Barber, Richard and
Hillory Bennett, Drew and Sam Cavin, Laura Pfender, and Anabelle Malcolm provided
support in Kids' Community Worship. Denise Ellsworth, Marilyn Fife, Judy Jacob, Sandy Johannsen,
and George Woodhead provided support in Godly Play Worship. Thank you also to our slate of Winter
Sunday School Teachers: Karen Chiroux, Kisti Felps, Kari Hayman, Rebecca Hibbard, Christine Hill,
Amanda Kerrigan, Becky Weiss, and Jim White. Finally, we thank those who participated in the Annual
Appeal Calling Night and those who represented First Congregational Church at Congregations Alive!
4 at First Plymouth in Denver.
PRAYERS are offered to those who are undergoing or recovering from surgery, including Janet
Carpenter, Deirdre Gilbert, Tom Shipp, Wilma Steenbergen, and Jeanie Tate. To those in treatment
for cancer, we pray for Gayle Jordan, Linda LeMieux, Mike Matthews, Barbara Skinner, Dave
Babin’s mother Willa Babin, and Rose Enyeart's sister Carolyn Miles. We pray for those who have
been hospitalized or are recovering, including Dolores Green, Reba Holmes, and Ruth Lehmkuhl.
For those who are sick or have concerns with their health, we pray for Kris Anderson, Lane Cornforth,
Dorothy Krimm, and Hannah Rockey’s dad Rocky. And we offer prayers to Amelia Kemp, who is
safe and sound, and beginning her semester abroad in Spain.
CONGRATULATIONS to Owen Gerbig and his West Middle School class who won the Samsung
Solve for Tomorrow contest with $20,000 worth of technology. Congratulations also to Isabelle Kemp
who attended the Women in STEM program at Harvey Mudd College in California.
We offer CONDOLENCES to Debbie Deck, on the loss of her father John Karlman. To Rose Enyeart,
on the loss of her sister Carolyn Miles. To Steve Fehl who lost his aunt, Loyce Wukasch. To Michelle
Spielman on the loss of her son, Josh. And to Anne as she goes through the death of her husband Jeff.

Book Discussion Group
All are invited to join the FCC Book Discussion
Group. The group meets quarterly, for
discussion and refreshments. For more
information, and/or to be added to the
mailing
list,
please
contact Linda Boles
(jobolesjr@comcast.net).
May 5, 2019
6:00 p.m.
Gregg Library
Beartown by Frederik
Backman

Friends of Emerson

Friends of Emerson has been meeting for
sixteen years! All are invited to this discussion
group which continues to meet two Thursdays
a month in the Carey Chapel. Led by Lucy Bell,
this discussion group reads works by Emerson
aloud, and discussion
ensues! All are invited this is not an academic
group and no previous
knowledge of Emerson
is required.
We find
his thoughts relevant to
present day situations.
March 14 & 23
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming
Congregation. We invite people of every age, ace,
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression,
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship,
dedication to education and commitment to service.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMMUNICATOR?
We invite you to submit articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our
congregation. Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.
Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

The DEADLINE for the next issue (April 2019 Issue) is Friday, March 15. Please
send to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org
REQUIREMENTS:
• Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number.
• Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc.
• Full page articles should be a MAXIMUM of 500 words (one page in size 12 font).
**If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article.
• Short articles and announcements are welcomed and will be vetted to decide about
inclusion.
• May be a MSWord attachment or an email.
• Accepted LATE submissions may be placed in the next edition or may be sent out via
weekly e-blast.

