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Lent is upon us – a time of duty, authenticity, even sacrifice. Leaving the 
Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus turns his face towards Jerusalem. I am not 
convinced that he thought he needed to die as a blood sacrifice to appease his 
Father’s displeasure with humanity. In fact, I emphatically reject this theology. 
However, I deeply believe that Jesus understood the high likelihood that he 
would be seen as a threat by the religious establishment and by the Roman 
imperium. Jesus intended to retake the Temple as a major step in reforming 
a Judaism that had become corrupted through collaboration with the Roman 

oppressor. When Jesus cleansed the corrupted Temple, he signed his own death warrant. 

This self-sacrificing action begs the question: did Jesus wish to die? The scene in the Garden of 
Gethsemane that we remember on Maundy Thursday offers an unambiguous answer. “Father, if thou 
will let this cup pass from my lips.” Jesus wanted to live!  If that is true, then why did he take the 
kinds of actions likely to eventuate his demise?  

The answer is that Jesus was being true to his baptismal vow to live out the will of his Creator for his 
life.  Earlier Jesus had warned those who would follow him to “count the 
cost.”  Bottom line, Jesus had counted the cost, and he was all in.  Jesus 
did not have to die, but he was willing to die, if necessary, to complete the 
mission for which he had been created.  Here is the important point.  

Just as Jesus was saying “yes” to his mission at baptism, we too are 
responding in the same way at our baptism.  The question that presents 
itself is whether we too have counted the cost.  Lent is about the struggle 
between self-interest and the selfless sacrifice that comes with living out 
our baptismal vows.  So, what does this look like in the lived practicalities 
of our lives?

It will soon be one year since you invited me to assume leadership of a 
deeply divided and hurting congregation.  Little did any of us know that 
March 1, 2020, would be my last sanctuary service with all of you.  Covid 
has created significant challenges to developing the kind of personal 
relationships I prefer in my work, but I have come away with a solid sense 
of the people who inhabit and bring life to FCC.  

I have come to believe that most of you truly seek to be a Micah 6 
people—people of justice, mercy, and humility.  For myself, the most 
important of these three is humility.  It is humility that allows each of us 
the freedom to look inside ourselves, honestly seeking to understand how 
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our words and actions have contributed to the wounding of others.  Without the ability to self-reflect, 
we can never grasp our faults and fallenness.  Without embracing our imperfection, we are incapable 
of mercy. Justice without mercy is not, and can never be, redemptive.

Let us live Lent first in self-examination, and then let us reach out to those with whom we may 
have been in conflict.  Let us make right what can be made right.  Some of us will be embraced and 
relationships will be renewed.  Others will experience rejection, but it may be that a seed has been 
planted. Our call is to live and act according to our baptismal vows, regardless of the response.  In 
this, we all will have counted the cost and been found true to the faith.  Paraphrasing Martin Luther, 
“Here [we] stand, [we] can do no other...”.

May God bless you this Lenten season. 
Dr. Don

As most of us are getting more computer-savvy and winter is keeping us ever more 
isolated and lonely, small groups on Zoom are booming!  What is a small group? 
It is a number of people who have committed to meeting together for fellowship, 
education, and support around a particular topic. Small groups for any size church 
are crucial. It builds community, intimacy, deep friendships, and mentors. The best types of small 
groups grow organically.  But the larger the congregation, the more it needs support for small 
groups. 

In my research of small groups, I’ve discovered what I call the 
“heavy handed” approach. This looks like dividing the church 
up into groups either by neighborhoods or life stages, and 
imposing a form that defines them as a small group. It works 
sometimes. 

There is another approach that I think fits our church culture 
better, and I’ll give you an example. A church member said, 
“You know I could use a group for this time in my life.” To this 
I responded, “Would you be willing to be the contact for that 
group?” She agreed and we discussed the possible types of groups that would be helpful. She 
evaluated her time, her gifts, and her needs for this group and we decided on a way forward. She 
ended up co-leading with someone who has facilitator experience. I supplied a list of people that 
would fit the focus of the group, and they are off and running. 

I have long years of experience in small groups - facilitation, forming, and being a member. I know 
what a successful group feels like, what it takes, and how it can vary. This year, in taking on the 
ministry of small groups for FCUCC, my role is more of a consultant. If you have an idea for a 
small group, I will help you find a way to make it happen. I also won’t leave you hanging out 
there by yourself. A gathering of small group leaders will support one another. I am available for 
brainstorming, trouble-shooting, and evaluating what works and doesn’t work for your group.

We have a number of “small groups” already: Nine-to-Dine,Trail Trekkers, Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
Accompaniment & Sanctuary Coalition, Widow’s Group, Grief Group, Caregiver Support, Bible 
Nerds, Dr. Don's Bible Study, Young Families, POPS, Youth Group, just to name a few. If you would 
like to form and meet with a small group on Zoom that is supported by First Congregational Church, 
I am at your service!

S m a l l  G r o u p s  Z o o m !
b y  R e v .  D r .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n , M i n i s t e r  o f  P a s t o r a l  C a r e
j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g
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As we move further into 2021, I want to provide feedback on the Annual 
Meeting and let you know what activities are being planned. First, I want 
to thank everyone who attended the Annual Meeting held on January 31, 
via Zoom. We had a strong attendance - more than 140 people - which was 
wonderful! This was the first time (and hopefully last in our lifetimes) we held 

a virtual Annual Meeting of the Congregation due to the public health concerns created by Covid-19. 
I especially appreciated the candid feedback offered by congregants, expressing their concerns about 
budget and staff. Discussion was frank, yet civil and respectful to everyone. I hope that my answers 
to your questions/concerns were adequate. The meeting voted in three new council members (Jane 
Ridings – Secretary, John Felps – Outreach, and Sarah Lund – Worship & Spiritual Life), replacing 
Lisa Mason, Wayne Bland, and Adam Gibbs respectively.  I want to thank Lisa, Wayne, and Adam 
once more for their service on Council during especially challenging times. I also want to thank, once 
again, Paul Schwotzer for his twelve years of volunteer service as A/V Technician for church services 
and events. We have yet to fill Paul’s role. He leaves enormous shoes to fill.  During the annual 
meeting, the amended budget was presented and approved by a strong majority, indicating the 
congregation’s support for plans proposed by the 2021 budget.  This year’s budget takes into account 
the abnormal situation we’ve been placed in by Covid-19 isolation through most of 2020 until today. 
Though this year’s budget was fully funded, I heard the message loud and clear that we only have 
2021 to determine the way ahead for our budget such that it can be funded without using reserves. 
As I said during the meeting and reiterate here, we will have a balanced budget that is funded by 
pledges, endowments, etc. and not reserves. To that end, we will be doing a number of things this 
year with a goal to raise interest in the church, and as a result, pledges towards a budget that will 
allow us to fund the staff and expenses we need to maintain a vibrant, fully functioning church.

This year, I have several goals I hope to achieve to improve and advance the causes of FCC. They are: 
 1)   Perform activities that will contribute to raising revenue (or reducing cost) to support 
  the 2022 budget.
 2)  Getting congregants together face-to-face as much as possible (safely of course) in as 
  many different ways as possible.
 3)  Bringing back those in-person, uniquely FCC activities we love.
 4)  Update antiquated church bylaws.  
I will quickly address each item:  FIRST , in response to several suggestions made by congregants 
during the three budget working meetings and again in the annual meeting, the Church Council 
has voted to approve pursuing a campaign to pay off the church mortgage. Activities are already 
underway to form a team to work on this campaign. You will hear more about this in the coming 
weeks. We hope to hold this campaign this spring. SECOND , it is a major priority of mine to get 
folks back together! We are all yearning for this and I believe getting back together will recharge 
the overall depletion of energy among the church resulting from a year of separation and isolation.  
Some congregants have temporarily “checked out” because they are not fed spiritually by online 
services and activities and are waiting for in-person gatherings once again. In this spirit, the following 
activities are being planned for the second half of this year: Youth Volunteer Trips, RMC summer 
camps at La Foret, All Church CampOut!, JWW Lectureship Series this fall,  and The 110th Annual 
Christmas Mystery this fall/winter. I am excited by the prospects of holding all of these events, and I 
hope you are too! More to come on each of these in the coming weeks and months, but, this list is just 
the beginning. I hope other popular items will also begin in-person again such as Nine-To-

P l a n s  f o r  2 0 2 1
b y  B i l l  K e m p , C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  M o d e r a t o r
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continued from page 3.

Dine, FCC Cooking School, The Forum, etc.  Of 
course, all of these activities are contingent on a 
sufficiently successful vaccination program, but 
I am confident this administration will make it 
happen.  THIRD , we are also planning outdoor 
services to start up soon during the interim 
period when vaccines are still being distributed 
and in-building services would not be safe 
enough. FINALLY , even before the pandemic 
hit in 2020 we were aware that the constitutional 
bylaws of FCC required updates, but this year’s 
forced physical isolation has also illustrated 
glaring omissions that need to be added to take 
technological advances into consideration to 
accomplish church business. I am referring to 
virtual congregational meetings, online votes, 
congregational notifications, etc. The bylaws will 
be updated to accommodate technology and 

correct other outdated items.

LASTLY , as Dr. Don has mentioned, we 
are planning to hold a series of three virtual, 
interactive sessions for the congregation, to 
discover together: Who Have We Been?, Who 
Are We Now?, and Where Are We Going?  These 
activities (planned for the fall) are critical to 
congregational discovery and unification, and 
will be most effective if well attended. So, please 
attend! I look forward to those activities and 
conversations that spawn from the sessions 
among the congregation as we discover the 
answers to these three important questions.  

I hope what I’ve mentioned makes you excited 
for 2021. I certainly am! 2021 is a year of 
transition. Together we can accomplish anything.

Love to you all,
Bill

Please Note: 

Stephen Ministers and members 
of the Visitation Ministry Team 

realize that this can be an 
especially lonely time for many 

people. If you simply want 
a listening ear and friendly 

conversation, please let us know 
by calling, texting, or emailing:

Judy Kort 
719.488.1787 

ajkort@msn.com

or 

Elizabeth Vincent 
646.345.5357

joatforever69@gmail.com

Zen Meditation!
How do we find 
meaning in every 
day life? How can 
uncertainty be a 
path to happiness? 
These are some of 
the questions we 
tackle each class 
using Zen Koans 
("ko-an") from Bring 
Me The Rhinoceros. 
Clay Taylor is an 
experienced teacher who gently guides 
students to unravel the seemingly 
impossible questions in each chapter 
with group discussion and meditation. 
"As someone new to Zen meditation, 
I so appreciate being in community 
with students in this class." - Karen Muise
Clay continues his virtual Zen Meditation 

classes on the 2nd + 4th Wednesdays 
with his book study of Bring Me The 
Rhinoceros. Each chapter is rather 
self-contained so new people are 

always welcome to jump in! 
Contact Clay if you would like further 

information to receive Zoom login details 
(bluewildrye@gmail.com).
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Y o u  A n s w e r e d . . .  W e  L i s t e n e d
b y  S k y  F o e r s t e r ,  J u s t  P e a c e  Te a m  M e m b e r

s k y f o e r s t e r @ g m a i l . c o m

Last month, we asked you to fill out a survey, with two questions:

 1. What particular organizations are you involved in, which touch on  
  “issues of injustice, violence, and intolerance in our community, nation,  
  and world.”  
	 2.	 From	a	list	of	seventeen	issues,	which	FIVE	issues	(or	other	issues	that	you	identified)	do	“you	 
  believe are of particular importance to you AND which you believe it would be appropriate 
  for First Congregational Church to work as a Congregation?”

Here’s a summary of the results: (if	you’re	interested	in	the	full	results,	please	email	me).

FIRST : 118 of you responded to the survey, which is an incredibly high and positive response.  For 
that we are SO grateful!
SECOND : You identified 128 different organizations or activities—outside of FCC—in which you 
actively participate in some way.  This is a wonderful demonstration of our Congregation’s enduring 
civic commitment to improving the lives of others in our community! Bravo!
THIRD : You selected a wide range of issues—over thirty, including those you indicated as 
“other”—that you thought are worthy of further focus by our Congregation.  I won’t list them all 
here (the remaining sixteen received one or two votes), but they break down into readily identifiable 
clusters:

1 Racial justice (61.9%)
2 Energy, climate, & the environment / environmental justice (58.5%)
3 Homelessness (51.7%)
4 Economic justice (41.5%)
5 Hunger and nutrition (39.8%)
6 Health care (33.9.%)
7 Immigration / refugees (33.9%)
8 LGBTQ inclusion (including youth) (23.7%)
9 Mental health (22.0%)
10 Gender equality (19.5%)
11 Interfaith justice and reconciliation (16.9%)
12 Domestic violence (15.3%)
13 Transparency and accoutability in government (14.4%)
14 Disabilities (7.6%)

SO WHAT’S NEXT?
These priorities will guide decisions on the kinds of issues on which FCC will focus its advocacy 
work. Not surprisingly, FCC is already active in many of these issues and will continue that work.  
We will be organizing follow-up conversations on the top priority issues to give more substance 
to those efforts.  Let us know if you are interested in being part of those discussions. Thank you for your 
responsiveness!
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C a n  W e  B u r n  T h a t  M o r t g a g e ?
b y  P o l l y  S t r o v i n k , C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  T r e a s u r e r
p s t r o v i n k @ g m a i l . c o m

 
•Why do we have a mortgage? On a Saturday night back in 2010, a  

  section of the plaster ceiling in the Sanctuary fell into the pews below.  
  Our Sanctuary wasn't safe until we replaced the 100-year-old plaster ceilings.  
  We took out a construction loan of $824,000, brought in scaffolding, and  
  rehabilitated our beautiful Sanctuary while we launched a capital campaign.  
  The goals of that campaign were to pay off the construction loan, install the  
  elevator addition, and address several smaller capital projects. We raised  
  enough money to either pay off the construction loan or to install the  
  elevator addition, but not both. At the 2013 Annual Meeting, the  
  congregation voted to convert the construction loan to a mortgage and  
  proceed with the elevator addition.
 • What do we still owe on it? As of December 31, 2020, we owed $592,292.
 • When will we pay it off with our normal payments? 
  We'll make the final payment in 2040.
 • What's our interest rate? Currently 3.125%. The rate resets twice a year.
 • Why is it a variable rate? We've looked into refinancing to a fixed rate  
  several times. It would cost us more than $10,000 in appraisals and fees,  
  and we'd pay those costs before we know if we're approved. A fixed interest  
  rate would be something like 0.5% above the variable rate we're paying  
  now. That means even timing everything perfectly doesn't save us as much.  
  If we refinance just as rates go up and save 1% on our interest rate, it'd take  
  us 8 or 9 years to break even on the costs of our refinancing. That's almost  
  half the remaining term of our loan. Since the Federal Reserve indicates that  
  rates will remain low for the next couple of years, we should use that  
  money to pay down the principal. We know we benefit from a lower  
  principal, no matter what interest rates do.
 • How much do we spend on the mortgage each year? In 2021, we've budgeted  
  $41,108. That's $18,652 toward the principal and $22,456 in interest. We also 

receive restricted donations targeted to the principal each year.

   SOME FACTS 
AROUND 

OUR MORTGAGE:

What mission and ministry would we choose to support each year with that $40,000? When you hear the call 
for contributions, please give as you're able. This congregation always amazes me with your generosity. 

Let's burn that mortgage soon!

At our Annual Meeting, there was wonderful energy around the idea of paying off our 
mortgage. Your church leadership is working to make that vision a reality. The loan 
allowed us to do much needed work on our facility. Now let's retire that 
mortgage so we can move forward unencumbered. Paying off our mortgage 

NOW

lets us dream for our 

FUTURE. 
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One Nation Walking 
Together – ANNUAL 
FOOD DRIVE!
Drop-Off Box available in the FCC 
Atrium, Wednesdays (1-4 pm) -
March 3-April 28.

One of our Mission Giving & Outreach 
partners, One Nation Walking 
Together, is collecting 10,000 pounds of 
non-perishable food to alleviate hunger 
on Native American reservations.  

The ever-present issue of hunger is real. Nearly all of the communities that One Nation Walking 
Together serves are considered food deserts and have limited access to quality and affordable food. 
One Nation Walking Together is committed to fighting hunger by delivering monthly food supplies 
to Native Americans living in crisis situations. With your support, we can help fight hunger and 
create brighter futures for our Native American brothers and sisters. www.onenationwt.org

MG&O will deliver all food collected at FCC to One Nation Walking Together, who will sort it and 
load it on their trucks. There is a friendly competition to see how much food in pounds various 
congregations donate, so please let MG&O take FCC donations to ONWT so it can be weighed!

DR. DON'S BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays, 11:00 a.m.

A weekly Bible study with Dr. Don, open to 
all. Come prepared with your Bible, as we 

study together! Bring a friend along... invite 
someone to participate in the discussion.

 Meeting ID:  871 6667 6164
 Passcode:   847891

LAMENTATIONS IN LENT
Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin leads this lenten  
series via Zoom through March 24, 2021.

 Meeting ID:  895 0803 5546
 Passcode:  916136
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F l o c k i n g  F l a m i n g o s !
The FCC Flamingos have 

been flocking!
As seen in the pictures (clockwise), 
they have visited the Bowker 

Family, Dick and Phyllis Rhinehart, Judy and 
Andy Kort, Judy and Lawrence Kolz, and Reba 
and Verl Holmes! Contact Josh Rumple or Del 
Hokanson) if you wish to join in the fun and 
support Youth Programming by nominating who 
you would like to be SURPRISED one morning.
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 • TEAM MEETINGS: 
The Children’s Ministry Team 
continue to hold monthly 
Zoom meetings. We are 
grateful to recruit two new 
members in Cynthia Franklin 
and Melissa McCormick. This 

gives the team more generational support instead 
of just busy parents. Josh Rumple has also joined 
our meetings, helping to collaborate and expand 
connections for Youth purposes.
 •  EASTER GREETINGS: Cynthia Franklin, 
and Margaret Reiber, along with FCC children,  are 
initiating another plan to connect elders and shut-ins 
(ninety of them are over 75 years of age) just as they 
did over Christmas. This time we are coordinating 
a mailing with Easter greetings. I appreciate ideas 
coming to me with their quality communication and 
tireless follow-up.
 •  FLAMINGO FLOCKING: Wow! What a 
start! We have already raised over $1100 with just 
five flockings. Although flocking is done in secret to 
add to the fun, the follow-up collection enables our 
community to have conversation and connection. For 
example, I had an enjoyable outdoor, two-hour catch 
up over cake at Reba and Verl Holmes' home.

C h i l d r e n ' s  a n d  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y  U p d a t e s
b y  D e l  H o k a n s o n , D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  a n d  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y

d e l @ f c u c c . c o m

T h e  F u t u r e  I s  N o w
b y  J o s h  R u m p l e , D i r e c t o r  o f  Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y

j o s h @ f c u c c . o r g

When you work with youth long enough, you begin to hear similar phrases repeatedly. 
One such phrase is, “The young people are the future of the Church.” I have heard this 
sentiment countless times over the last decade, or at least some variation of it.

This phrase, at some level, is true because the youth in this church have several more 
decades of life to live. It is often spoken in the sense that youth must be invested in now 
so they can be productive members later. On one hand, I enjoy when I hear this because 

it means people are aware of the youth around them and care for them. On the other hand, it is disappointing.

Young people, including children, are not just the future of the Church – they are the present. Students are one 
of the greatest, largely untapped resources in Christianity and society today. Positive change on a societal level 
has often come through the work and advocacy of students, especially when they are guided by the wisdom of 
elders. They should not just be invested in for the future. They should be unleashed now.

It is a mistake to ignore the voices of the young, relegating them to the sidelines while the rest of us do the 
work. We must be intentional about educating and empowering youth for the work now. Listening to the 
passion and power of students is one of my greatest joys in this position, but I do not think that should be my 
privilege alone. Let us, all of us, not wait for the future to hear their stories and desires.

I sincerely believe that the youth are indeed the future of the Church, but I also believe the future is now. 

 •  LENTEN KIDS’ MESSAGES: FROM BULB  
TO BLOSSOM:  Prior to the first Sunday in Lent, 
with the help of Affinity Group Leaders, over thirty 
deliveries were made to families across the city. These 
kits will enable kids to follow along with the series of 
messages linked to the theme “From Bulb to Blossom” 
during Lent.
 •  OWL: Josh Rumple and I have been 
communicating with Lynn Young, UCC National 
OWL trainer and advocate, to ascertain how to 
proceed and support the highly-valued OWL 
programs in this congregation through the Covid 
pandemic. The impacted programs through this 
time lapse has been the two youngest programs – 
Kindergarten/1st Grade and 5th/6th Grade. Lynn sent 
out a letter to our FCC parents, with updates, ideas, 
and support from the National Office. We may be able 
to reconvene and adapt these two programs over the 
summer. The 8th/9th Grade program is scheduled to 
happen next fall-spring, and hopefully it will be able 
to continue as planned.  Due to Covid-19, we were 
unable to get several new facilitators trained.
 •  I personally appreciate Josh Rumple’s 
willingness to “play along” with some Children’s 
Messages. We are getting together to contemplate 
Palm Sunday and Easter possibilities for families!
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The early Colorado Springs community has often been imagined as one 
consisting of prospectors, miners and ruffians: “Pikes Peak or Bust.” However, 
even with the nearby saloons and houses of ill repute in Colorado City, this 
was not the case, as General Palmer had conceived the town to be an upscale 
resort, the “Little London” for his wife. This was reflected in the professions of 
the founders and first year members (or their spouses) of First Congregational 
Church. Besides FCC's pastor and professor at Colorado College (CC), there were two other 
Reverends, one retired, but assisting at CC, the other a real estate broker. There were two  more 
professors at CC and an assistant professor. Other professions were city engineer, attorney, 
postmaster, justice of the peace, school superintendent, wool grower, livery stable owner, carriage 
manufacturer, and teamster. FCC members came nearly entirely from the upper layer of the 

emerging society.

Over time, precious metal fever did touch FCC's congregation 
though. 
•  Olive Ann Waite, FCC member and daughter of teamster 
John Jones and his wife Allethina, was married to prospector 
Lewis Waite, who for many years with his brother George 
explored the Elk Mountains for gold and silver and ultimately 
caused the Gothic silver boom. However, he did not benefit 
much. Olive, with many children from Lewis' winter visits, 
sank into poverty and went to live with her parents.
•  Sanford Robinson, assistant CC professor and FCC's first 
clerk, who also ran an assay office and “museum” in town, took 
off with his brother Charles to the same area north of Gunnison 
and later to Cripple 

Creek, where they were 
unsuccessful as prospectors and had to get by with notary public, 
tailor, and assay work.
•  John Curtis, FCC founder, held a Lake County claim and was 
involved with the find of the Mansfield lode. Only a few years 
later he became a store clerk and carpenter.
•  Deacon William Weed, justice of the peace and railroad 
agent, participated in several mining ventures, among which 
the Crested and El Paso Mining Companies, but later in life was 
listed as a carpenter.
•  Frederick Martin and Francis Rouse, trustees of FCC, and John 
Potter, husband of founder Maria Potter, were invested in several 
mining companies also, but wisely kept their main ventures and 
remained respected businessmen in town.
•  Professor James Kerr, deacon and trustee at FCC, likely 
profited most from gold and silver mining, by staying away from 
prospecting. He made money from assaying, surveying, mining 
engineering and the building of reduction plants.

Unlike the newly emerging Congregational churches of Buena 
Vista and Crested Butte of that time, FCC was relatively little 
affected by the gold and silver boom.

P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t :  G o d  a n d  M a m m o n
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n , C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n
c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

John	Potter,	Colorado	Springs'	
first	postmaster;	Special	Collections,	

Tutt	Library,	Colorado	College

Professor	James	Kerr;	FCC	archives
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Last year, FCC designated the Assistance 
League and their various projects as one of the 
recipients of our funding. Their main source of 
revenue is their thrift store, the Bargain Box, 
located downtown at 405 South Nevada (hard to 

miss because of their bright blue awnings and the incredible mural 
on the north side of their building - see photos below). There is an 
amazing assortment of clothes and jewelry, books, small household 
items, bedding, and many other treasures to be discovered here. If some of the larger thrift stores in 
town seem overwhelming, visit the Bargain Box next time you are out thrifting to have a unique and 
manageable experience (open Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.).  

Plus, if you have been cleaning out your closets or cupboards with all your extra time lately, and 
have some items to donate, consider dropping off 
clean clothing and other items here (please, no large 
furniture items).  They take donations at the back of 
the store off the alley (again, bright blue awnings and 
doors) on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. 

Typically, through Operation School Bell, they use 
their funds for coats and shoes for children, but this 
year they have had little contact through the schools 
to disburse these, so instead they purchased gift cards 
for Payless Shoes for children. They have partnered 

with the food basket giveaways at Mitchell High School (and 
other locations), sponsored by Care and Share and United Way. 
Last month at Mitchell, there were over five hundred families 
attending in a vehicle procession, and the Assistance League 
distributed certificates for shoes to all children who needed 
them.

In addition, they continue to make their Assault Survivor Kits 
(new clothing and hygiene items) for victims of sexual assault 
who have had to surrender their clothing for police evidence 
(1475 kits last year). They also have a Sweet Dreams program 
for emancipated teens leaving foster care, or homeless youth 
referred by El Paso County, which provides the teens with new 
beds, pillows and bedding sets which enables them to qualify 
for new housing.   

The Assistance League is very proud that they are the only 
non-profit of this type with no paid staff. So, if you are looking 
for a way to help, consider giving time at the Bargain Box. They 
need help to sort, clean, and display items. All the volunteer 
staff (and visitors) are masked and socially distant. Their website 
has more information  www.assistanceleague.org/colorado-springs.

M G & O  p r e s e n t s  T h e  A s s i s t a n c e  L e a g u e
b y  V i r g i n i a  C a r l s o n , M i s s i o n  G i v i n g  &  O u t r e a c h  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r

v c a r l s o n . 4 @ c o m c a s t . n e t
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FCC Families Go Ice Skating in 
Acacia Park!

Such a grand time was had by over thirty people 
at the downtown ice rink on January 24! We 
bundled up in the cold and gathered a block 

away from where we usually gather for church. 
Instead of being in a pew, we were on skates 
- such a delight to see families giggling and 

reconnecting with each other.
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F C C  o n  Z o o m  -  J o i n  U s !

COMMUNITY & CONVERSATION 
Sundays, 11:00 a.m.
Bring your morning coffee to your computer/mobile device and 
chat with Dr. Don! It's your opportunity to discuss worship, 
liturgy, FCC, community, etc...

Link:   https://us02web.zoom.us/ 
   j/82516710933?pwd=WHAyYl 
   BncEtVNXlrVXFsOVF0V004UT09
Meeting ID:  825 1671 0933 
Passcode:   TH3549FCC

COVID-19 SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m. 
Join Cynthia Franklin and Margaret Reiber to share concerns and provide 
support regarding the social isolation and anxiety of dealing with Covid-19.
Link:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87277635204?pwd=YnI 
   wVURYTHI2Vy9OQ2g5ZGxQNitOdz09
Meeting ID:  872 7763 5204
Passcode:   030263

FCC CONVERSATIONS
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. 
Join Dr. Don for a virtual conversation on What Does It Mean to 
Really be a Micah 6 Congregation?

Link:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89400366455?pwd=M 
   k1iUnhmelJtd21UTVR6b0x1dWhHQT09
Meeting ID:  894 0036 6455
Passcode:   Convo3549

THE FORUM
Most Sundays - 1:00 p.m.
The Forum returns to FCC. Guest speakers will join us to 
present fascinating presentations followed by Q & A sessions.

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88540518045?pwd=Z 
 VlyNFEvbGlndEVFcUM2ZHI4N0FvQT09

Meeting ID:  885 4051 8045                 
Passcode:  744750
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
Sunday, March 21, 2021 - 4:00 p.m.
All are welcome to join the FCC Book Discussion 
Group! 

The next book up for discussion is The Secrets 
We Kept by Lara Prescott. Pick up a copy, read it, 
and join us on Sunday, March 21 via Zoom. If you 
would like to learn more about this group, please 
contact Mary Jane Ray (mjray9999@yahoo.com).

This book is a Reese Witherspoon book club pick:
A thrilling tale of secretaries turned spies of love and 
duty	and	sacrifice-inspired	by	the	true	story	of	the	CIA	
plot	to	infiltrate	the	hearts	and	minds	of	the	Soviet	
Russia, not with propaganda, but with the greatest love 
story	of	the	twentieth	century:	Dr.	Zhivago.

The	Secrets	We	Kept combines a legendary literary 
love	story	--	the	decades-long	affair	between	Pasternak	
and	his	mistress	and	muse.		From	Pasternak's	country	
estate outside Moscow to the brutalities of the Gulag, 
from Washington, D.C. to Paris and Milan, this 
book captures a watershed moment in the history of 
literature--told with soaring emotional intensity and 
captivating historical detail. And at the center of this 
unforgettable	debut	is	the	powerful	belief	that	a	piece	of	art	can	change	the	world.

Zoom Link:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82828625777?pwd=aUw3cGRlUVRFdngvNGI4UWJsOERGUT09

Meeting ID: 828 2862 5777
Passcode:  850317
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C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e :  D e c e m b e r  2 3  -  F e b r u a r y  2 1
E m i l y  B o n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

e m i l y @ f c u c c . o r g

We hope that you are staying safe and healthy. CONGRATULATIONS are sent 
to Mallory Everhart on her call as Associate Pastor at Vista Grande UCC and 
preparation for Ordination.

We give sincere CONDOLENCES to the Franklin/Francis Family, on the passing 
of their dog, Rikki, on February 13; to Mary Jane Ray, friends and family, on the loss of Howard Ray, 
who passed away on February 3; to Jeff Knight on the loss of his cousin, Anita Madison of Tennessee; 
to Joan Ericson, on the loss of her father, Wilbert Ericson of Illinois, who passed away on January 30; to 
the family and friends of Wanda Skarke, who died January 7; to Dr. Don on the passing of his brother, 
Larry Longbottom on January 11; to Lucy and Rick Shick, on the passing of their delightful dog, Ziva 
on January 12. (Ziva was also FCC’s faithful 4-legged Front Desk Receptionist on Thursday mornings.) 

We send PRAYERS to those who have tested positive and are recovering from Covid-19, including 
Gabi Halula, Sheryl Cline’s family: mother, Mary, brothers, Jeff and Dana, and niece Shannon, 
Nancy Law’s mother, Jo Anne Majors, Victoria’s Hansen’s husband, Stephen Scott, and Elizabeth 
Vincent’s daughter Alia. We pray for those who are recovering from surgery including Tom Healy, 
Amy Velimirovich, Owen Gerbig, Lisa Mason, and Sue Prendinger’s step-daughter, Kiva. Prayers 
are offered up for Richard DeBacker, Burl Kreps, Lawrence Kolz and Verl and Reba Holmes who are 
dealing with health concerns. Lisa Mason’s mother, Barbara Carlton, is recovering from a fall, Tom 
Healy’s sister, Nancy Ramsour, is recovering from a stroke in Denver, and Bri Gascon has a broken 
fibula. Prayers are abundant for the many people in our congregation, our community, and our country 
who are dealing with cancer treatment, including Pat Steffens, Ketley Pierre, Nancy Cain, Richard 
Grebenstein, Sara Peek’s sister - Carla Pence; Kris Stanec’s mother - Denise Vidmar; Dot Semmens, 
Willa Babin, Jim Gibbs, Linda LeMieux, Gayle Jordan, and Tom Francis’ cousin, Adam Wilhelm.

We continue to pray for comfort and peace for the many people feeling the loss of community, especially 
for those who are dealing with loneliness and feelings of isolation caused by health or age restrictions; 
those who are living in care facilities; those who are coping without their family members around 
them; thoses who have recently lost loved ones; those who are without jobs and healthcare; those who 
are living in crowded and unsafe situations, and those who are living with food insecurity. We also 
pray for the safety and well-being of our front-line workers and caregivers in health care and service 
industries.

Finally, we pray for all the many thousands of people who are suffering from Covid-19. We are grateful 
that vaccines are being administered, and pray that we will be able to come together as a congregation 
in-person before too long!

CONFIDENTIAL 
PRAYER NETWORK

Teri McCabe is the coordinator of FCC's Online Prayer 
Team, and this team is here for you, your friends, your 

families, your first responders... anyone in need of 
prayers. Private requests can be made directly to 

Teri - terimccabe@live.com / 719.338.3601).

PASTORAL CARE NEEDED?
Please keep your Church Family 
apprised of any needs you have.

Pastor Jacque Franklin and 
Congregational Nurse, Lesli Weaver 

are both available. Please email them - 
jacque@fcucc.org and opuntia@juno.com.
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D e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  R e f l e c t i o n
b y  R e v .  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t , S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y  L e a d e r
j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m

Here we are again in the church 
season of Lent. Traditionally, this 
is a time for reflection, an “owning 
up” to our deeds, a time to look 
with honesty into the mirror and 
acknowledge the mindsets and deeds behind that 
image. For the past year, however, many of us have 
been in a perpetual “time of reflection.” Even the 
traditions and holidays we celebrate throughout the 
year have been loaded with memories of the past and 
reflections on what is of true value to us.  For some this 
time has almost been enlightening – a chance to become 
reacquainted with the you that is you.  For others, 
however, the past year has been lonely and at times 
painful.  

How has it been for you?  Enlightening? Refreshing? 
Lonely? Sad? Probably it has been a mix that varies 
from week to week. Yet here we are at the conclusion of 
one entire year and the end is still several months away.  
Do you have a plan for these next months?  Does it 
include the celebration of Renewal as new life blossoms 

all around us? Is there room in your living to include joy or, at least, a smile?  How do you plan to 
show and receive love? 

Through the 2021 period of Lent would it be possible to actually prepare for and the celebrate the 
Joy of Easter with a vision of Renewal?  Think about this – and do not be hesitant to ask for a hand to 
hold if it would help.  May God’s Holy Spirit surround and bless you.

Please know that you are 
not alone, and you do not have 
to face loss, sadness, or difficult 

times alone.  FCC Stephen Ministers 
are here, ready to listen, care, 

encourage, and provide emotional 
and spiritual support.  

A Stephen Minister will meet with 
you privately – by phone, video 

chat, or, if safely possible, in person 
– to offer care and support. It is 
free and confidential. For more 

information, contact Pastor 
Jacque at jacque@fcucc.org.

SAVE THE DATES!
August 13 - August 15, 2021

We are planning to have 
ALL CHURCH CAMPOUT! at La Foret! 

Discussions are getting underway to see what 
this will look like. If you would like to assist 
and be on the CampOut Team, please contact 
Emily Bond (emily@fcucc.org/ 719.635.3549).
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APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian 

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
OPEN
- Audio/Visual
Rob Lund
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Polly Strovink
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty 
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Eric Ridings
- Human Resources
Hope Woodhead
- Kitchen Witches 
Ruth Koenigsamen
- Liturgical Arts Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Maintenance
Pauli Hubbard
- Mission Giving & Outreach
Cynthia Riley
- Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
- The Mystery
Kathy Kreps
- Prayer Shawl Ministry
John Stefonik
- Risk Reduction & Response
Tom Healy
- Safety Team
Ceil Malek
- Spiritual Life
Judy Kort
- Stephen Ministry
Curt Daniel
- Stewardship
Ardith Hanson 
- The Forum
Elizabeth Vincent
- Visitation Ministry
Jill Robinson
- Just Peace
OPEN
- JWW Lectureship Series

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom
- Transitional Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Emily Bond
- Director of Administration & 
  Communications
David Acton
- Director of Music Ministry
Del Hokanson
- Director of Children’s & Family Ministry
Josh Rumple
- Director of Youth Ministry
Rachel Rumple
- Administrative Assistant
Ruth Roland
- Interim Accountant

CHURCH COUNCIL
Bill Kemp
- Moderator
Paul McNeill
- Vice Moderator
Polly Strovink
- Treasurer
Jane Ridings
- Secretary
Margaret Reiber
- Care & Fellowship
John Felps
- Outreach
Sarah Lund
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Laura Pfender
- Education

AD HOC STAFF
Sarah Groh Correa
- Wedding Coordinator
Connie Raub, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators 
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF
Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Bob Scheafer
- Custodians

NURSERY STAFF
Sean Drevs and Marisol Whaleswan
- Nursery Attendants

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

LEADERSHIP CULTIVATION COMMITTEE
Pam Shockley-Zalabak
- Chair
Debra Buenting
Jill Cameron
Kisti Felps
Alison Gerbig
Julia Nace
Connie Raub
Eric Ridings

VOLUNTEER  POSITIONS
Ceil Malek
- Communion Coordinator
Lesli Weaver, RN
- Congregational Nurse 
Marsha Garrett 
- Liturgist Coordinator
Tom Healy, Phyllis Rhinehart, 
Richard Rhinehart
- Head Ushers
Phyllis White 
- Flute Choir
Judy Cunningham, Curt Daniel, 
Deirdre Gilbert, Elfriede Jopp, 
Christy Kessler, Sue Prendinger, 
Margaret Reiber, Phyllis White, 
Mollie Williams
- Office Volunteers
Pete Hokanson
- The Communicator Proof-Reader
OPEN
- Flowers Coordinator

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Patty Walker 
- 4-Way Covenant

Liz Shelton
- Seminarian

Samantha Garrett
- Member in Discernment



THE COMMUNICATOR is usually published bi-monthly, and takes a break during the 
summer. The next issue will be May | June 2021.

The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church 
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be 
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to 
receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.

If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make 
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We 

invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.  
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (May / June 2021 Issue)  
is Thursday, April 15, 2021.  

Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.

 REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
   • Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
   • If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


