
There are many different gifts, but it is always the 
same Spirit; there are many different ways of serving, 
but it is always the same Lord. There are many 
different forms of activity, but in everybody it is the 
same God who is at work in them all.  
    1 Corinthians 12.4-6

These verses come to our mind as we 
acknowledge the variety of gifts presented 
within your Search Team. The Council chose 
well, and your prayers for us as we discern 
our next lead minister are very evident in each 

of our meetings. It is also evident in the resumes we have received from interested ministers across the 
country. 

How does one discern the best mix of gifts needed for our next lead minister? What are some of the 
gifts and passions we are looking for? 
 1. We look for our next lead minister to challenge our spirit as well as our intellect.

 2.  One who has extensive experience as a lead or solo pastor.  
 3.  A person able to engage with our community in the realms of  
  social justice, inclusion and diversity.

 4.  A minister who has experience in providing pastoral care not  
  only for our adults but also to our children.

 5.  A leader who will challenge us to personal spiritual growth  
  and community engagement. 

At our last meeting many voiced the weight of responsibility they feel as they 
consider each applicant.  We are carefully considering each candidate based 
on the criteria created from our profile and the power of your prayers.  

WHERE ARE WE IN OUR PROCESS? 
We have begun making decisions on who we would like to interview, as well 
as those we believe would best serve at another church. Even as we consider 
our next steps, we continue to receive profiles which we will add to our 
ongoing search process for our next minister.

HOW CAN YOU PARTNER WITH US? 
Please continue your diligent prayers for us and for all those who send their 
resumes. 

Thank you,

W h o  I s  G o d  C a l l i n g  U s  t o  B e ?
 b y  P a u l i  H u b b a r d ,  S e a r c h  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r

s e a r c h @ f c u c c . o r g
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A New Year Has Begun!
b y  B i l l  K e m p , C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  M o d e r a t o r 
b i l l f c c @ j o y f u l j o u r n e y . n e t

Can you believe we are already into March?! As I get 
older, time flies faster. It’s truly something. 2022 has 
begun with mixed results. We began the year with a 
tanking stock market, Russia threatening to invade 
Ukraine, and the country and world firmly in the grip 
of the effects from the Covid-19 Omicron variant.  
Everyone seems to be catching it and many are dying 
from it if they haven’t taken proper precautions. Like 
a fast-moving fire, this variant seems to be roaring 
through but rapidly flaming out. We as a church had a 
good start with a successful Annual Meeting in which 
we found a way past the budget woes with a solid way 
forward. By getting the budget 
set and sorted we can turn our 
eyes away from dollars and cents, 
moving our focus on what’s to 
come and how to best prepare 
and receive the gift of a new 
called Lead Minister.  

The Search Committee is Marching Forward
The Search Committee is well underway in the second 
phase of things.  They are receiving applications from 
prospective lead ministers and in full evaluation 
mode.  The Church Council was approached by 
Search Committee vice-chair Lee Lehmkuhl at our last 
Council meeting on Feb 10. They did so after receiving 
input from Dr. Don recommending a couple of 
representatives from the committee go and visit the top 
one or two candidates at their home church. This would 
be to observe the “vibe” and culture of the church, as 
well as having those one or two prospects visit Colorado 
Springs with their significant other and preach at a 
neutral church in town so they too can get a feel for 
the vibe of our city and how it feels to them and their 
companion. This has been done in the past with prior 
search committees at FCUCC, and it made good sense to 
me and the Council. The committee requested funding 
for these trips and council voted unanimously to fund 
it. The amount would not exceed $7,000 for the travel 
expenses. The funds were designated to come from 
general unrestricted reserves. If you have strong feelings 
about that decision, please let me know.  You can email 
me at billfcc@joyfuljourney.net.  I am always open to your 
input and will take it under advisement.  

Regarding Reserves…
As the Church Council prepared the Annual Meeting 
minutes it was discovered that the 2022 budget slide 
entitled “2022 Budget summary” had an error in the 
amount raised.  The amount raised was high by $1,634. 
That change resulted in general fund reserves reducing 
by $1,634 to make up the shortfall. The amount on the 
annual meeting slide was $770,029 ($63,144 is MG&O). 

but should have been $768,395 
($63,144 is MG&O). This resulted 
in a difference between the 
amount raised increasing from 
the reported $139,601 ($104,745 
Gen + $34,856 MG&O) to $141,325 
($106,745 Gen + $34,580 MG&O). The presented annual 
meeting slide also overstated the amount needed from 
MG&O reserves by $276.  The reserve amounts resulting 
from these changes is shown below:

 

I have already mentioned the additional $7,000 (Max) of 
funds needed for Search Committee travel that was also 
drawn from general reserve funds, resulting in about 
$9,000 more reserves drawn than shown to you at the 
Annual Meeting.  BUT WAIT, there is GOOD NEWS 
too!  We also received additional funds from Ecumenical 
Social Ministries from the sale of their building.  If 
you recall, at the annual meeting we reported $100,000 
were received from that building sale, and that a bit 
more funds were expected.  We estimated we would 
get another $25,000.  We actually received a check for 
$45,000!  $20,000 more than we expected, and we were 
told more funds are coming as well.  With the addition 
of these funds, and after subtracting the ~$9,000 covered 
above, general reserves are now at approximately 
$132,000, with a bit more funds to come.  So overall, 
our general fund reserves are better than we expected, 
even after taking into account the unanticipated $9,000 
additional dollars taken from reserves. Yay!

There you have it.  The reserve changes in a nutshell.  It 
is clear FCUCC is blessed, and our way forward is being 
supported by the Almighty.  We are on the right path 
with a bright future ahead.   

As I mentioned earlier, let us now look forward to the 
preparations needed to welcome our new Lead Minister.  
I hope you engage in the activities forthcoming prior 
to our new Lead Minister’s arrival.  We need to come 
together, with the right frame of mind, and welcoming 
minds and hearts.  I’m looking forward to the journey 
and I hope you are too.

Love to you all,
Bill

 Shown at Annual Meeting Corrected Amounts
Unrestricted Reserves  $104,745 (Leaves ~96,000) $106,745 (Leaves ~94,000)
MG&O Reserves  $  34,856 (Leaves ~29,000) $  34,580 (Leaves ~29,000)
Total Reserves Used  $139,601 $141,325
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Have you ever dreamt of singing with the Chancel Choir, but wondered if you fit 
in or if you could manage the time commitment? This spring, there are two opportunities for singers 
who are interested in learning more about the Chancel Choir, or for singers who do not have time 
to be regular members, to join the Chancel Choir in special one-off anthem opportunities. All that is 
required is an interest in singing and attendance at five rehearsals. Read on for more information!

"HALLELUJAH" FROM MESSIAH  BY  
GEORG FRIEDRICH HÄNDEL
Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022
Both Worship Services (9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.), with the following 
rehearsals:
 ● Thursday, March 17, 24, and 31 (7-8 p.m.)
 ● Thursday, April 7, 2022 (7-8 p.m.)
 ● Thursday, April 14, 2022 (timeframe to be determined)

Despite its frequent use around Christmastime, the well-known 
“Hallelujah Chorus” from Händel’s Messiah is actually a part of the 
Death & Resurrection section of the oratorio. It’s a phenomenal piece, 
and one which we are excited to open to our wider community of 
singers at First Congregational Church.

CHORAL PRESENTATION
Choral Presentation Sunday, June 12, 2022
11 a.m. Worship Service, with the following rehearsals:
 ● Thursdays, May 12, 19, and 26 (7-8 p.m.)
 ● Thursday, June 2, 2022 (7-8:30 p.m.)
 ● Thursday, June 9, 2022 (timeframe to be  
  determined)

The Choral Presentation Sunday is a tradition at the end of 
every program year as the Chancel Choir presents a large 
work or a program of smaller works that are highlights from 
the year. The 2022 program is still under development, but 
mark your calendars for a very special Sunday of music, 
word, and hymns. We’d love to see you in our midst in this 
second one-off offering.

Are you interested in joining us in one or both of these amazing opportunities? 
All you need to do is sign-up online by going to the Music and Arts page on the website or clicking 
the link below. For more information or to ask questions, you can also send me an email. We’re 
looking forward to singing with you!

Link: https://forms.gle/57symWHk4WBDrbSg8

J o i n  t h e  C h a n c e l  C h o i r  
i n  O n e - O f f  O p p o r t u n i t i e s 

t h i s  S p r i n g !
b y  D a v i d  A c t o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  M u s i c  M i n i s t r y

d a v i d @ f c u c c . o r g
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When we went through the process as a congregation to discuss how we view ourselves and our 
future, there was a general consensus that we want to be an intergenerational congregation. I think 
this is very important because we can learn and grow from and with one another. When we become 
siloed off from one another, we remain insular, blocked off from the rest of the community. I do not 
want to see this happen.

So, I have some opportunities for you to live out who you said you wanted to be. I am looking for 
volunteers to help with weekly youth programming. This includes during Faith Formation Hour on 
Sunday mornings and our weekly youth group which currently meets on Wednesday nights. I am 
present at all youth meetings, so you will certainly not be on your own.

These are opportunities to help guide and learn from younger generations. These are opportunities to 
connect with young people who are filled with life, zeal, and wisdom. We are far better together than 
we are apart, and it is people like you who help a community, our congregation, become what we 
want to be. 

Here are some common concerns that I have heard: 

“But youth won’t like me.”- WRONG . Young people, especially the 
ones in our congregation, are accepting of all kinds of people, including 
you.

 “I don’t have anything to offer them.” - WRONG . Every person has 
wisdom that they can share with someone else, including you.

“I’m too old.” - WRONG . There are so many things someone from a 
different generation can offer, including you. 

Honestly, there are a thousand excuses to 
avoid working with youth, but I am here 
to tell you that they need you. I need you. 
We cannot become the intergenerational 
congregation we want to be unless we 
are willing to do the work of being 
intergenerational. 

If you are interested, please contact me 
(jrumple@fcucc.org), and we’ll discuss 
what helping may look like for you. 

B e c o m i n g  a n 
I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l 
C o n g r e g a t i o n
b y  J o s h  R u m p l e ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y
j o s h @ f c u c c . o r g
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As I settle into my new role here at FCUCC, I am frequently asked what sorts of 
things we need in the children’s ministry programs. Could I use your old calendars? Do we need the 
books that you are going through in your library? What about the lovely framed art you have in your 
storage unit? While I am incredibly grateful for all of the offers and generous contributions, I have 
been thinking about how we really just need time. Yes, adults with a little time to spare, especially 
those who don’t have young children at home. Right now, parents of children under twelve make up 
over 75% of our volunteers during Faith Formation and the Children’s Ministry Team. I would love 
to see some of these wonderful parents able to be a part of other church opportunities in the coming 
months and grow that “non-parental” side of their spiritual lives. 

Here are some of the donations of time that I am looking for in the coming months: 

KIDS’ CHOIR SPRING SUNDAY SCHOOL:
A five-Sunday commitment from April 24 - May 22, helping children learn a simple song, leading a 
Bible lesson/craft, and assisting with the children’s song in worship on May 22.

KIDS’ COMMUNITY WORSHIP:
One teen or adult assistant per week, starting in mid-March, ongoing throughout the year. No prep 
required, just come down with me after the Children’s Message and be an extra set of hands during 
the KC Worship activities. High energy is a plus, as we sing a song or two, share a short Bible reading 
with an activity afterward. No teaching/leading required- just a smile and a kind heart.

MONDAY FUN DAYS IN SUMMER:
We are looking for adults who may want to come along to meet and get to know our young families 
and parents Mondays during the summer. These events are typically active, such as a hike or a visit 
to a local splash park, but often the events are stationary like a picnic in a park, while the children 
play at the playground.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEAM :
We are in need of a few more members to our team that meets on the second Wednesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. in the Gregg Library for a simple supper and planning children’s programming. This 
group functions as a sounding board, brainstorming team, and gives feedback to the director about 
past events. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FALL 2022:
We are anticipating an increase in attendance this fall as we welcome a new Lead Minister. I am 
looking for a total of eight teachers this fall to teach Preschool through 5th Grade. 

If any of these opportunities sound like fun to you, please talk to me when you see me at church, or 
email me (sarah@fcucc.org). We can have a conversation about the time commitment you are looking 
for, and what you are hoping to get out of it. I promise it will be worth your time!

As many of us have learned with our own children and our grandchildren, it can be easy to give 
“things” when we want to show our love and affection, but it is always more meaningful when we 
set aside some time for these relationships. For a growing child, the most important memories are 
formed with the people in their lives - the laughter with a friend, the caring words of an adult, the 
supportive hug when they are needing comfort. Please think about how you might be able to offer 
these gifts to our children at FCUCC, for now and the years to come.

C h i l d r e n ' s  a n d
 F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y : 
W h a t  i s  t o  c o m e !

b y  S a r a h  L u n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y
s a r a h @ f c u c c . o r g
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L e n t  t o  E a s t e r
b y  R e v .  D r .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  P a s t o r a l  C a r e
j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g

Lent is a time of intentional reflection for forty days until Easter. First 
Congregational Church offers several suggestions to aid in that reflection.

Shrove Tuesday Concert: March 1 will be produced by the Colorado Springs 
Children’s Chorale. The Wartburg College Choir from Waverly, Iowa will be 
joined by the Summit Ensemble of the Children's 
Chorale in a concert at 7:00 p.m. on March 1.

Ash Wednesday: March 2  
This contemplative service is in person 
in the Carey Chapel at 6:30 p.m. Rev. Dr. 
Jacque Franklin will lead a time of prayer, 
contemplation, chants, and imposition of ashes.    

Lenten Contemplative Service: Every Sunday (March 6 - April 10)
This service begins in silence at 8:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Carey Chapel. 
Fifteen minutes of silence will move into a lay-led service including Lectio 
Divina, communion, and chants.

Lenten Book Study - The Death of Jesus for Progressive Christians by Donald 
Schmidt has five study sessions. Gather together over Lent to discuss this 
thought provoking book in your 9-to-Dine groups or meet over Zoom with 
neighbors and friends.

Lenten Friday Film Series returns! Join us every Friday evening at FCUCC 
during Lent (beginning March 4).

Easter Sunday Worship: April 17: This year, we celebrate Easter with two 
services - 9 a.m. / 11 a.m. 
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After a two-year Covid-related hiatus, the First Congregational Lenten Film 
Series will resume this year.  Lent, the season of “Bright Sadness,” brings with 
it the opportunity to adopt one or another practice to observe the forty days 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter (actually 
forty-seven, but Sundays don't officially count).  

Consider adopting the First Congregational Lenten Film series as one 
of your practices this Lenten season.  Imagine throwing Fat Tuesday 
and Ash Wednesday into a VitaMix and then adding a dash of 
philosophy, theology, adventure, pathos, mystery in film –followed by 
engaging and often vigorous discussion.  Just the thing for reflection, 
renewal and reconnection.  Each Friday evening in Lent, we will screen 
a short film along with a full-length feature, all aligned with the theme 
Rise and Mend.   

No pot-luck dinner due to Covid Precautions.  
Masks and proof of vaccination will be required. Films will begin at 
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and then discussion, also in the Sanctuary.  
Come a bit early to check in with your vaccination paperwork or 
phone record; doors will be locked when the films start. 
Questions or comments—please contact Jerry White (719.337.7475). 

L e n t e n  F i l m  S e r i e s  R e t u r n s !
b y  J e r r y  W h i t e , L e n t e n  F i l m  S e r i e s  C o o r d i n a t o r

g e r a l d . w h i t e @ m i n d s p r i n g . c o m

It's been one year since the first Widows Affinity 
Group met on Zoom. Other than one woman who 
joined a few months later and one woman who left 
because she got married, we have the same eight 
women that we started with. That says something! 
The only things we had in common when we first met 
were that our husbands died, we had gone through 
much of the acute grieving phase after our loss, and 
we were all women of FCUCC.

The group began after member Ruth Koenigsamen 
- widowed January 2018 - mentioned in a church 
Zoom group that she wanted to start a widows 
affinity group at FCUCC for mutual support. Cynthia 
Franklin - widowed August 2019 - attended that same 
meeting and after hearing that responded “I want to 
be a part of that!” Together, Cynthia and Ruth, 
with some guidance from Pastor Jacque, 
met together, worked out details, 
advertised the formation of the 
group and it soon became a reality.

Our mutual commitments are 
to attend every week (as much as 

I n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  W i d o w s  A f f i n i t y  G r o u p ?
b y  R u t h  K o e n i g s a m e n , A f f i n i t y  G r o u p  C o - F a c i l i t a t o r

r u t h i e . k 1 @ g m a i l . c o m

possible), to share our experiences, pain, laughter, 
tears, and hopes for the future. We have formed 
precious close and trusting bonds. Everything said 
in the hour is confidential and does not leave the 
group. We have no leader. Cynthia and Ruth act as 
facilitators at each meeting. All decisions are made by 
the group. Members might suggest topics or issues to 
discuss each week. We end the meeting with a prayer. 
“This is my favorite hour of the week,” Ruth says.

This year we would like to begin a second Widows 
Affinity Group. Cynthia and Ruth are volunteering to 
help get the second group started and will attend and 
facilitate both groups.

If you are a widow at FCUCC and anything 
mentioned above resonates with you, please text 

either Ruth or Cynthia. We will be happy to 
contact you, answer any questions you 

might have and talk more about the 
group.

Ruth Koenigsamen (719.494.6179) 
Cynthia Franklin (719.640.3471)

Affinity 
Definition: a feeling 

of closeness and understanding 
that someone has for another 

person because of their similar 
experiences, qualities, ideas, 

or interests.
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J W W  L e c t u r e s h i p  S e r i e s  2 0 2 2
b y  D e b r a  B u e n t i n g , L e a d e r s h i p  C u l t i v a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e
d o c t o r d e b 5 5 @ g m a i l . c o m

The James W. White Lectureship Series Team is happy to announce the return 
of the lecture event this year! Our speaker will be Dr. David Booth, retired 
Associate Professor from Saint Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota. His 
overall theme for our time together will be Christian Language and the Public 
Usefulness of Theology.

David Booth is a son of Marti Booth, a member of our 
congregation. David lived in Colorado Springs from 1957 to 1973, and as a youngster 
was very briefly part of the congregation of First Congregational Church himself! 
He studied comparative religion at Harvard College (B.A., magna cum laude) and 
theology at The University of Chicago (M.A. & Ph.D.) before joining Saint Olaf 
where he taught in the religion department, and championed learner-centered 
programs in areas such as environmental studies, women’s and gender studies, 

and Western civilization. He is very interested in the interaction between theology, 
culture, and politics.

His teaching and scholarship have focused on the dynamics of religious communities that identify 
and ostracize internal enemies. He has published on the worldviews of Christian witch-hunters, 
who once rationalized the persecution of women as “handmaids of the devil.” He has published 
on worldviews that continue to dehumanize and disparage sexual minorities and gender non-
conformers. During the run-up to Minnesota’s historic 2012 vote on marriage equality, he published 
several brief pieces, addressed to general readers, 
presenting the fruits of scholarly discussion about 
theology, sexuality, marriage, and justice. More 
recently he taught about the interplay of Christian 
language and histories of racial discrimination in 
America. He has lectured on religious responses to 
ecological crises, and on the rights and dignity of sex/
gender minorities. Since retiring he has continued to 
ponder how theological reflection on faith traditions 
can contribute to America’s ongoing racial reckoning.  

Dr. Booth’s contribution to the James W. White 
Lectureship is inspired by the hope that languages of 
faith may indeed be “good news to the poor.”  
Here is what the 2022 JWW Lectureship will look like:
Sunday, April 24 – 9:45 a.m. (The Forum): Rev. Dr. Jim 
White will help prepare us by discussing some of the 
upcoming topics.

Saturday, April 30 – 10:00-12:30 p.m. Lecture and 
Workshop: “Christian Language in Racialized Experiences.”

Sunday, May 1 – 9:45 a.m. (The Forum): Interview & Q&A

Sunday, May 1 – 11:00 a.m. (Worship Service): Message 
provided by Dr. David Booth on “Christian Theology, 
Gender, & Looming Authoritarianism.”

Sunday, May 8 – 9:45 a.m. (The Forum): Post-JWW 
weekend processing (the format to be defined)
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One of our new members confessed that she had gotten our letters turned around; 
she thought it was OMG. LOL!

In some ways, she was right. When you consider all the lives your money and 
volunteer hours reach, it seems appropriate to say Oh My God, what wondrous 

work you allow us to do!

As 2022 begins, still in some phases of uncertainty, Mission Giving and Outreach continues to 
fulfill FCUCC’s avowed goals of supporting local non-profits through our annual grants (including 
volunteer help), providing at least one retreat (Reach In, Reach Out) to enrich ourselves spiritually 
while helping one or more local grantees in a concrete way, and to continue making a contribution to 
our regional and national UCC organizations. Our lives have been shifted as we have listened to the 
work of the staff of our grantees. Field trips to their work places give us a set of new eyes. Stay tuned 
for your opportunity to join us on one of these local excursions.

Our grants will be based on our criteria from last year’s Congregational survey: non-profit
organizations which support finding paths out of homelessness, whether short-term emergencies or 
long-term housing, and those that address hunger will be top priorities. We also support non-profits 
which fund and aid the refugee community, deal with mental health issues, combat the effects of 
neglect and abuse in all forms, and support education groups which work on these issues.

The 2022 applications for the MG&O Grant will be available in April, and will be publicized in Eblast 
notices, but MG&O hopes that our Congregation will be on the alert to let any appropriate  
non-profits know of our process.

What is coming up in the first half of our year: the possibility of hosting Family Promise families at 
our church, and filling volunteer slots from you all for Fostering Hope. Please contact mgo@fcucc.org 
for more info on this. Brochures will be out in April for our Reach In, Reach Out Women's’ Retreat 
to be held at Cathedral Ridge in Woodland Park, September 30 - October 2. As an aside, how about 
a Reach In, Reach Out Men's Retreat? Again, contact us about your ideas, we would be glad to aid 
you.

Finally, are you ready to be in relationship with us as a member of MG&O? Please email us. We are in 
need of men with a vision for outreach.

Blessings on all of you as we work together!

O M G ,  I t ' s  M G & O !
b y  P a u l i  H u b b a r d  &  V i r g i n i a  C a r l s o n , M G & O  C o m m i t t e e

m g o @ f c u c c . o r g

Images below feature some of our grantee representatives at the FCUCC Mission Fair last fall.
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P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t :  
F r o m  H u m b l e  B e g i n n i n g s
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n , C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n
c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

Arnold Douglas Wasson was born, youngest of five children, in 1928 near Minot, 
North Dakota, where his parents, Canadian immigrants William and Mabel, 
owned a small farm. Farm life in the Dakotas was tough throughout the Dust 

Bowl and the Great Depression. Because 
of WWII, Doug ended up graduating from high school in 1944 
through correspondence courses. At the commencement he gave 
a sermon, having also obtained his Preacher's License from the 
local Methodist Episcopal Church. Subsequently, he worked his 
way to a 1953 Bachelor of Divinity degree from Oberlin College, 
while assisting in local churches.

For a few years the Rev. Wasson acquired experience in ministry 
at the Grand Canyon and as a Homeland Missionary in Eastern 
Tennessee, but he turned to education with the acceptance of 
a staff position at the then Congregational Southern Union 
College in Wadley, Alabama. Within a few years, he became its 
President. In 1958 Douglas married Mary Jo Peacock, an English 
teacher at the college, after which he briefly worked at Snead 
College, but soon decided to further his education at Auburn 
University, obtaining its Master of Education Degree in 1961. 
At that time he decided to change from part-time journalism 
and the occasional supporting role at local churches to full time 

ministry and accepted the call from First Congregational Church of Rock Springs, Wyoming. Here, 
his notion of the importance of youth programs showed in work with the Kiwanis, but also the start 
of a Bible School program for the children of ranchers near Maybell, Colorado, about one hundred 
miles south of Rock Springs.

After the controversial departure of Rev. Joe Carroll in 1967, it took FCUCC a full year and two 
interim pastors until Rev. Wasson was called. It soon became clear though, that he was the right 
choice to guide our congregation. Besides instituting social events for older members, he gave 
particular attention to the youth through programs on Bible, Mission, and Christian Living. Also, 
he transferred the annual “Mission to Maybell” bible school program to our church. In 1971 many 
churches in town protested against a display at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo on the origin of man, 
but in a rare letter of support Wasson stated that he found “the information interesting and not 
contradictory to Christian Faith”.

We were sorry to accept his resignation in 1972, when he took on the establishment of the Church at 
Woodmoor in the then new development Woodmoor near Monument. Doug Wasson was its pastor 
until 1990, when he retired. Besides his pastoral work and lifelong passion for the Kiwanis, he had 
many causes among which the “Fast for the Hungry of the World” and the “San Luis Valley Christian 
Community Services” stand out. He organized the first work camp at La Puente, an activity our 
youth have more recently also participated in. Rev. Wasson died in 1993 upon which Sister Judith 
Ann of Mount St. Francis remarked: “He was indeed a holy man, who radiated a spiritual quality”. 
His widow Jo was deeply moved by Rev. Jim White's eulogy expressed later that year: “A Doer of 
Justice and Peace.”

Rev. A. Douglas Wasson; FCUCC archives
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The Forum team would like to thank everyone for hanging in with us while we 
go through the many challenges of the pandemic, including our varied success 
at trying to make presentations available at home. We have endured last minute 
speaker changes due to Covid exposure or illness, family emergencies… you 

name it. It’s just been a complicated couple of years, and we are definitely a work in progress on the 
technology! The location of The Forum may need to shift on some weeks back into the Founders’ 
Room if the speaker has important visuals. The light streaming through our Rose Window in the 
Sanctuary has proven too much for art slides, and we are looking for long-term solutions for that too.

As for speakers, the rest of our Spring Schedule is 
taking shape. Please check the Saturday Eblast from 
Emily Bond for any last minute changes of speakers of 
locations.

 March 6 One Big Question with John Felps:  
  Postponed from February: Science &  
  Religion & the flood myth (NOT live- 
  streamed or recorded) 
 March 13  Leah Davis Witherow presents the  
  Pioneers Museum's sesquicentennial  
  exhibit
 March 20:   Finalized details to be announced ASAP. 
 March 27      Bonnie Clark presents the Amache Japanese-American Internment Camp.
 April 3      One Big Question guided by Rev. Dr. Douglas Sharp: An open discussion about  
  the meaning of Resurrection and Easter to Progressive Christians. What do YOU  
  think about this topic? Let’s talk! (NOT live-streamed or recorded). 
 April 10 Palm Sunday - NO FORUM
 April 17 Easter Sunday - NO FORUM
 April 24 Rev. Dr. James W. White    
  JWW himself will help us prepare for the JWW  
  Lectureship Series weekend by giving some thoughts on  
  Christian language and culture. Some advance reading  
  may be suggested. (Please watch upcoming eblasts.)
 May 1 Dr. David Booth, 2022 JWW Lectureship Series guest  
  lecturer: A Conversation with Dr. Booth
 May 8 Dave Seyfert continuing the discussion of the 2022 JWW  
  Lectureship Series topic: Christian Language and the Public Usefulness of  
  Theology.
 May 15 Richard Skorman (postponed from January)
 May 22 Birgit Landon from Colorado Springs Utilities; a presentation on water strategies  
  for our future
 May 29 Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, General Minister and President of the national UCC

The 2021/2022 Forum Team:
Ardith Hanson (ardithmarie@gmail.com) and Rob Lund (rob.f.lund@gmail.com) - Co-Chairs
Judith Rice Jones (jricejon@gmail.com) and Rev. Dr. Douglas Sharp (drsat217@gmail.com)

T h e  F o r u m :
 W i n t e r / S p r i n g  2 0 2 2

b y  A r d i t h  H a n s o n , T h e  F o r u m  C h a i r

a r d i t h m a r i e @ g m a i l . c o m
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Stephen Ministry began in 1975 when a pastor/clinical 
psychologist trained nine laypersons at his congregation 
in St. Louis to be Stephen Ministers.  They assisted him in 
providing Christian care to members of the congregation 
and community.  These  trained caregivers were so enthused 
about this ministry that they encouraged their pastor to offer 
Stephen Ministry to more congregations.

Since then, Stephen Ministry has expanded to more than 
10,000 congregations represented by more than 150 different Christian denominations in 50 states, 
10 Canadian provinces, and 23 other countries.  To date, Stephen Ministers have provided care to 
more than a million people through one-to-one caring relationships while using their caregiving 
skills to touch the lives of millions of others in informal ways.

Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin introduced the FCUCC congregation to Stephen Ministry to open the way 
for people within the congregation to be trained to care for others one-to-one.  Stephen Ministers are 
not counselors – they are trained caregivers.  Their role is to listen and care (not counsel or advise).   
Equally important, anything that is shared between the Stephen Minister and their care receiver is 
strictly confidential.  The names of care receivers and specific details are not discussed with other 
Stephen Ministers or with other persons.  

BUT – most important and wonderfully valuable to everyone is that Stephen Ministry is...

B o o k  D i s c u s s i o n  G r o u p 
The FCUCC Book Discussion Group will next meet IN-PERSON 
on Sunday, March 13 at 4pm in the Gregg Library at First 
Congregational Church. 

The latest book up for discussion is The Vanishing Half by Brit 
Bennett (copyright 2020).  Weaving together multiple strands and 

generations of this family, from the Deep South 
to California, from the 1950s to the 1990s, Brit 
Bennett produces a story that is at once a riveting, 
emotional family story and a brilliant exploration 
of the American history of passing. 
If you would like to also get started on our next 
book of choice, we will be discussing Fanny 
Flagg's The Wonder Boy of Whistle Stop in May. 

So, pick up your copies today, and get reading! The Book Discussion Group is 
open to ALL persons. Please join us!

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y
b y  R e v .  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t , S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r
j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m

God's Love in Acton
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What Could I Do?

Check Out The Gregg!
The Gregg Library is challenged this year with 
low checkouts and a very tight budget.  We’re 
still in business, but it does mean change. 
Obviously the pandemic has affected the number 
of people stopping by to check out books.  
Second, our budget limit means we won’t be 
buying books this year. However - looking on the 
positive side -   we have a game plan. 

First project is to weed - pull all those forlorn 
books no one has checked out in five or more 
years. We want our shelves to look appealing 
and accessible. Second goal is to PROMOTE the 
library’s website. Just remember - we have no 
card catalog.  The only way to find books on your 
own is to walk the shelves or to visit our website.  
So….  go to www.fcucc.org, click Who We Are and 
then Gregg Library.  When you find something 
interesting (or if you have problems),  email me 
at jeneanetate@yahoo.com.  I’ll have your selections 
waiting for you.  So… hit our website!

“What does the LORD require of you?
To act justly, to love mercy,

and  to walk humbly with your God.”

First Congregational Church has long referred 
to itself as a “Micah 6” Church – a beautiful 
description of a faith community that reaches 
out to each other in the good times, the bad 
times, the joyful times, and the sad times.  We 
are a caring community.  

However, the past few years have impacted the 
ways by which we are able to be there for each 
other.  Many members of our community have 
been and continue to be isolated for a variety of 
reasons.  The Visitation Ministry Team reaches 
out to these brothers and sisters as best and 
safely as they are able with cards, phone calls, 
emails, and sometimes safe visits.  However, the 
number of people who benefit from the personal 
touch of their faith community has increased 
significantly exceeding the ability of our Team 
members.  The Visitation Ministry needs 
volunteers.  

So, if you are able to send a couple cards, make 
one or two phone calls, send a couple emails, 
or visit safely with one or two people, please 
consider volunteering a little time each week for 
this vital ministry.  

For more information you are invited to contact: 

Elizabeth Vincent
(joatforever69@gmail.com / 646.345.5357)

Recently in Kids' 
Community 
Worship, the 
kids played a 
balance game 
to learn about 
Jacob’s wrestling 
experience with 
God (featuring 
Harper Pfender, 
Gus & Iris Lund, 
and KC Worship 
Attendant, Sean 
Drevs
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C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e :  D e c e m b e r  2 0 - F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 2
E m i l y  B o n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
e m i l y @ f c u c c . o r g
CONGRATULATIONS go out to Claire Swinford, on her new appointment as 
Executive Director of the Bee Vradenburg Foundation.

So many THANKS to so many people, for so many things! To Sara Peek and Nancy 
Lippincott for assisting with Covid-19 testing of all The Mystery particip ants and to 
The Mystery Team for the preparations. We also recognize Alyce Morgan and Rob 
Lund who performed the roles of Mary and Joseph. To ALL musicians, liturgists, and 
ushers of the Christmas Eve Services, The Mystery, and all Sunday services. We are grateful to Connie Raub, 
Eleanor Law, and all who assisted with the ‘un-hanging of the greens’ around the facility and to everyone who 
is assisting with making the celebration for Del Hokanson a great success and for contributing to her generous 
gifts! Thank you to Sid Shelton and Dave Bribach for their ongoing maintenance work around the facility 
(imagine the Energizer Bunnies – they just don’t stop)! 

PRAYERS go out to everyone, and especially those in need… We continue to pray for all who are recovering 
from surgery and/or injuries: Rob Lund’s father Roger who was hospitalized and his mother Carolyn was a 
pedestrian in a car accident. John Snyder is recovering from hip surgery, Eleanor Law broke her leg, Barbie 
Clark and Elizabeth Vincent, are both recovering from falls, Jerry Jordan has been recovering from hip 
bursitis, Mike Harris has been recovering from a medical procedure, and David Bribach has been recovering 
from shoulder surgery. David Morgan’s parents, Lorna and Gene Morgan, Joyce Aubrey, Jay Norman, Joe 
and Judy Pickle, Phyllis White’s brother, Clay Crosby, David’s father, Mark Acton, Eleanor Law’s grandson 
Patrick Musser, and Richard Grebenstein - all continue to deal with ongoing health issues and concerns. 
We pray for Reba and Verl Holmes, and for Valerie Colegrove’s mother Wanda Colegrove who has been 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. Prayers were given for Dr. Don, who took some much needed time off to travel 
in January and February.  PRAYERS continue for to the Communities of Superior and Louisville who are 
recovering from the Marshall Fire. We pray for Susan Holman who is in treatment for temporal arteritis, 
Angie Adams’ brother, Bart Chimenti who is being treated for acute leukemia, and for Betty Lynn Mahaffy 
who is living with ALS. Our prayers are with those in treatment for cancer, including Andy Kort, Don 
Longbottom, Gayle Jordan, Ketley Pierre, Nancy Cain, Pat Steffens, Dot Semmens, Linda LeMieux, Judy 
McNew, and Jill Robinson’s dad, Bill Evans.

We share our sincere CONDOLENCES to Dennis Husk, Friends and Family on the passing of Dwight 
Jensen who died December 23, to Hope Trumbull who lost her father Walter H. Trumbull on December 11, 
to Friends and Family of Lee Tatum who died on December 31; to Julie Kiley and her family on the loss of 
her mother Katherine Kemling who died January 15, to Drew Robinson and his family on the loss of his 
sister, Tracy Merriman on January 29, and to the Friends and Family of Lynn Severson who died November 
16. Condolences to the Family and Friends of Bentley Roberts who died January 13; to Sydni Dittmer, whose 
mother Terri died from Covid-19 on January 10; to Carol Bilbrey whose dog Daisy died, and to the Cavin 
Family whose dog, Zeke died.

CONDOLENCES to Jane Ridings and her family on the loss of her mother Joan Witter, who died on 
February 4; to Polly and Mark Strovink, on the loss of their daughter-in-law Amelia Greenberg, and 
condolences to Sharron Waterhouse and her family on the loss of George Waterhouse who died February 7. 
And, condolences to Ryan Borth who lost his grandfather Kenneth Schwebach.

PASTORAL CARE NEEDED?
Please keep your Church Family apprised of any 

needs you have. Pastor Jacque Franklin  
and Congregational Nurses, Lesli Weaver  

or Sara Peek are available. 
Please email them - jacque@fcucc.org, opuntia@

juno.com, or speek@rmjcapital.com.

INTERCESSORY  PRAYER NETWORK

Agnes Kehoe is the new coordinator of FCC's 
Intercessory Prayer Network. This team is here for 
you, your friends, your families... anyone in need 

of prayers. Private requests can be made directly to 
Agnes - (815) 271-0761 / aggylee1128@gmail.com.
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APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian 

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
Carolyn Dickerson
- Audio/Visual
Ellen Ranz Miller
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Charles Kiskiras
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty 
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Eric Ridings
- Human Resources
Agnes Kehoe
- Intercessory Prayer Network
Sky Foerster, Mike Harris
- Just Peace
Lynne Stefonik
- JWW Lectureship Series
OPEN
- Kitchen Witches 
Eleanor Law
- Chancel Stewards Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Maintenance
Pauli Hubbard
- Mission Giving & Outreach
Sydni Dittmer
- Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
- The Mystery
Jane Gazal
- Prayer Shawl Ministry
Paul McNeill
- Reopening Task Force
John Stefonik
- Risk Reduction & Response
Tom Healy
- Safety Team
Ceil Malek
- Spiritual Life
Judy Kort
- Stephen Ministry
OPEN
- Stewardship
Ardith Hanson, Rob Lund 
- The Forum
Elizabeth Vincent
- Visitation Ministry

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom
- Transitional Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Emily Bond
- Director of Administration & 
  Communications
David Acton
- Director of Music Ministry
Rachel Rumple
- Administrative Assistant
Sarah Lund
- Director of Children’s & Family Ministry 
Josh Rumple
- Director of Youth Ministry

CHURCH COUNCIL
Bill Kemp
- Moderator
Sid Shelton
- Vice Moderator
Charles Kiskiras
- Treasurer
Jane Ridings
- Secretary
Margaret Reiber
- Care & Fellowship
John Felps
- Outreach
Cynthia Riley
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Laura Pfender
- Education

AD HOC STAFF
OPEN
- Wedding Coordinator
Connie Raub, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators 
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF
Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Robert Scheafer
- Custodians

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

LEADERSHIP CULTIVATION COMMITTEE
Kisti Felps
- Chair
Debra Buenting
Jill Cameron
Rebecca Hibbard
Connie Raub

VOLUNTEER  POSITIONS
Ceil Malek
- Communion Coordinator
Lesli Weaver, RN
- Congregational Nurse
Sara Peek
- Congregational Nurse 
Marsha Garrett 
- Liturgist Coordinator
Tom Healy, Judy Cunningham
- Head Ushers
Phyllis White 
- Flute Choir
Judy Cunningham, Curt Daniel, 
Elfriede Jopp, Sue Prendinger, 
Phyllis White, 
- Office Volunteers
Pete Hokanson
- The Communicator Proof-Reader
OPEN
- Flowers Coordinator

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Patty Walker 
- 4-Way Covenant

Liz Shelton
- Seminarian

Samantha Garrett
Josh Rumple
AniRose Whaleswan 
- Members in Discernment



THE COMMUNICATOR is usually published bi-monthly, and takes a break during the 
summer. The next issue will be May/June, 2022.

The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church 
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be 
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to 

receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.

If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make 
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We 

invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.  
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (May/June 2022 issue)  
is Friday, April 15, 2022. 

Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.

 REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
   • Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
   • If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


