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F r o m Tr a n s a c t i o n a l
t o Tr a n s f o r m a t i o n a l

by R e v. He a t h e r Ha g in duf f, Le a d M i n i s te r
heather@fcucc.org

“We make a living
by what we get,
but we make a life
by what we give.”

-Winston Churchill

We often hear that money is the root of all evil. And
while money is not evil in itself, it is rarely neutral.
Many of us worry about money. Some of us make
budgets or have apps that track our spending so that we
can worry less. And others of us have no other choice
but to live paycheck to paycheck. Jesus spoke about
two topics the most: the kingdom (or kin-dom) of God
and money. This is because money has power and it
can often have power over us. Money has the seductive
power to define us, determine our values and measure
our self-worth as well as our relationships with others.
Jesus knew that the kin-dom of God affects our
relationship to money. Human beings have yearnings.
And consumerism can sometimes give us the moodsoothing fix that we think we are looking for. But, in the
end, it leaves us empty and
always feeling like there’s
something else that we need.

How have
is kin-dom work
you been Stewardship
because it gives us a way out:
of the transactions of
transformed? out
consumerism (this for that)

and into the transformation
found in the Gospel (this into that). Even though
transaction mentality is hardwired into our brains,
being part of a faith community can help us to resist
it for something else. Stewardship rejects our culture’s
notion that financial prosperity is the only marker of
growth. Instead, stewardship invites us to loosen the
grips that money has on us and to experience the kindom of God in our lives.

We are an intentional spiritual community. It is
expected that we give something. We give to our
church because through our time spent together, we
recognize how we belong to one another. We give to
our church because we are a broken people who want
a different moral imagination. We give to our church
because when we do, we invest in and care for the
relationships we have with those whom we sing, pray
and serve. Generosity is relational. It is not duty or
transactions, but the kin-dom we experience together,
that transform our money into a generous way of life.

We each have different motivations and capacities
for giving, and all gifts and pledges are received with
gratitude. I ask that you spend some time reflecting
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WORSHIP - JANUARY 2019

STEWARDSHIP: AN EPIPHANY
Instructions for living a life. Pay attention. Be astonished. Tell about it.

- Mary Oliver

EPIPHANY SUNDAY: "SET OUT"
JANUARY 6 – 8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

Today, our Multi-Generational community worships together as we celebrate the
sacrament of Holy Communion at both services. We hear the story of the Magi’s visit to
Bethlehem in Matthew 2:1-12.

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST SUNDAY: "PAY ATTENTION"
JANUARY 13 – 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.

Pastor Heather preaches a sermon on Luke 3:21-22. We celebrate the sacrament of Holy
Communion during the 8:30 a.m. service and Russ Ware directs the Chancel Choir in
Aaron Copeland’s “Shall We Gather at the River” during the 11:00 a.m. service.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY: "BE ASTONISHED"
JANUARY 20 – 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.

Pastor Heather preaches a sermon on John 1:1-11. The Bells of Saint Vrain Handbell
Ensemble and the Chancel Choir share special music. We celebrate the sacrament of
Holy Communion at 8:30 a.m.

THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY: "TELL ABOUT IT"
JANUARY 27 – 8:30 A.M.

Pastor Heather preaches a sermon on Luke 4:14-21. Join us for the Annual Meeting of
the Congregation at 9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE CONGREGATION
Sunday, January 28, 2018 - 9:45 a.m.
First Congregational Church Sanctuary
There will be one worship service at 8:30 a.m., followed by the Annual Meeting. The meeting will be
concurrent with Sunday School for children through 5th Grade. We hope many members and friends of
FCC are able to attend. (see pages 8-9 for information on the nominees.)

NOMINEES:

2019 COUNCIL:
Paul McNeill
Vice Moderator
Polly Strovink
Treasurer
Aaron Brown
Education
				

LEADERSHIP CULTIVATION COMMITTEE:
Pam Shockley-Zalabak
Connie Raub
Debra Buenting		
Eric Ridings
Julia Nace
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FCC Partners with the Pikes Peak
Community Foundation

by Ruth Roland, Director of Financial Ministry
ruth@fcucc.org

Through the campaign “150 Gifts for 150 Years: 1874 – 2024,” we hope to increase
the number of gifts to the church from bequests, IRA beneficiary designations
and other future gifts. We hope that many of these gifts will grow the church’s
endowment fund, The Seven Pillars Fellowship Fund, which is managed by the
Pikes Peak Community Foundation (PPCF). (Note: An endowment is an amount of
money permanently set aside and invested which yields income for operations of
a nonprofit entity).

We are pleased to have the Foundation as our valued partner in this campaign.
In March 2018, the Foundation contacted us about the church’s interest in
participating in a pilot program to help build the church’s endowment fund.
Leslie Middleton, PPCF Director of Finance, recently stated “Pikes Peak Community
Foundation believes in the ability of endowments to build strong communities and strong organizations. We
seek to partner with local nonprofits to help build their long-term capacity to fulfill their missions through
endowment-building education, resources, and technical assistance. First Congregational Church has been a long
time partner with Pikes Peak Community Foundation in holding the Seven Pillars Fellowship Fund and we’re
excited to extend the endowment building opportunity to an organization that has also prioritized endowment to
build capacity and sustainability.”
This year, as part of the pilot program and at no cost to the church, PPCF provided me with a series
of local and Denver-based trainings. PPCF also plans to provide us with grants totaling $9,000 for my
time. In 2019, they will provide estate planning services free-of-charge for up to eight of our church
families. As you might imagine, the Church Council enthusiastically agreed to participate in this pilot
program!
However, you may be wondering why we’re working to grown the church’s endowment when we’re
currently having financial problems. I can think of three reasons why this is important.

First

Though
the
church originated in
1874, our endowment is
quite small. We are overdue
in our efforts to sustain our
church’s financial future by
investing for long-term health
and sustainability. The timing
of the PPCF pilot program
with
the
150
Gifts
campaign has seemed
like kismet.

Second

Most
people
have two very separate
“buckets” for giving:
one bucket is of cash and cash
equivalents that goes to fund
a household’s current giving,
and a second bucket of non-liquid
assets such as real estate, retirement
assets, and other long-term
investments. The latter bucket is
the one that most people will use
to fund gifts to an endowment
fund rather than the cash
bucket that they use for
current giving.

Third

Building
an
endowment is a vision
to sustain the financial
security and future of our
beloved church. The PPCF
commissioned a study in 2018 that
estimated that over the next fifteen
years, $2.7B in wealth will change
hands between the older generation
and younger generations in El Paso
County. If everyone gave 5% of this
wealth to charity, $135M would
transfer to nonprofits to sustain
their good work and to relieve
the reliance on annual
appeals and capital
campaigns.

I welcome your questions about this article and our 150 Gifts campaign. Thank you!
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Family Advent Sunday School
by Del Hokanson,
del@fcucc.org
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Director of Children's & Family Ministry

Families journeyed together in preparation for the birth of Jesus. Each week of
Advent, activities aligned with the whole church theme of DRAW NEAR.

Advent 1: DRAW NEAR to WONDER included

rotations of lying on bean bags in the
Music Room, under computerized images of beautiful night skies with Candace
Woods and the Youth guiding contemplations about angels and stars. Following
this, families selected constellations they liked or related to and formed them on brown bags to become
Southwest farolitas that decorated the Sanctuary on Christmas Eve. Children took their farolito home
with a candle reflecting the Light of Jesus shining through their constellation and into the world. Their
prayers of gratitude (written on their bags) were present at the service.

Advent 2: DRAW NEAR TO TRUTH included rotations of wandering to The Dwelling Place where families
experienced youth-led reflections on what hospitality feels like, and how we can tell truth from fiction.
Following this, each family created parts of a giant collage,
using commercialized adverts of Christmas sales and toys.
We shared how Jesus is the ultimate gift of love and that our
gift-giving and receiving reflects our love and care for others;
although the truth is sometimes lost by today’s focus on
materialism. On Christmas Eve, the true gift emerged with the
Madonna and Baby shining subtly through all the colors and
adverts of the color-coded collage.
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Advent 3: DRAW NEAR TO JUSTICE included rotations out to the dumpster where the Youth brought life

to the realities of those living without justice in this season. Following this, families received shoe
boxes with different shoes; they then created and imagined stories about their owners – from beat up
homeless shoes, to glittery stilettos, to Japanese slippers, to kid’s shoes, to an empty box. Families then
shared their stories and what this person might have received for Christmas.

Each week, a final rotation had families working
with Hannah Rockey (known for her work
with The Millibo Art Theatre - The MAT). Each
week, Hannah focused on the key characters in
the lectionary-based Bible readings, preparing
kids for the role they chose to play during
the Christmas Eve Child- Friendly Service.
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T h i s Ye a r ' s C o n f i r m a t i o n C l a s s
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b y C a n d a c e Wo o d s , D i r e c t o r o f Yo u t h a n d A d u l t M i n i s t r y
candace@fcucc.org

One of my favorite things about leading
Confirmation is the retreat we have during
January. We spend Friday night in The Dwelling
Place or the Upper Elevator Lobby, we share
songs and a dance party, and then on Saturday,
we have the opportunity to take a walking tour
of our downtown, meeting incredible people
in our community doing work that reminds us
of how Jesus lived. We meet staff at Ecumenical
Social Ministries (ESM), who spend their lives
caring for our neighbors experiencing poverty
or houselessness. We meet folks at Inside/Out
Youth Services who are providing safer space for
LGBTQIA+ youth in our town. We encounter our
houseless neighbors by sharing lunch with them
at Marion House. Our hearts will be full with the
preciousness of these experiences, with memories
of the people we meet.

challenges the lawyer to
see in every human being a
neighbor in need of knowing
and loving. Jesus extends the
boundaries of this man’s community in a way
that continues to stretch and challenge us today.
The youth will get this experience of engaging
our extended community, asking questions about
our responsibilities to one another, and will then
attend the Annual Meeting the weekend after.
Some of the questions they’ll be asking are:
How does Jesus’ call for us to live in community show
up in that place? How do our values shape that time
together? What are our responsibilities to one another?
How we show up to love and care for each other and
others that we do not yet know?

Be praying for our eight confirmands and four
adult leaders during this month. The youth are:
During this year’s retreat, we’ll be using the story Kayla Apotheker, Ivy Chiroux, Aili Foss, Ellie
of the Good Samaritan from Luke 10:25-36. When Hoffman, Ellen Francis, Chloe Kemp, Amber
Jesus is tested by a lawyer who’s looking for a Khederian, and Quinn Turner. Our leaders are:
way around the command to love his neighbor, Scott Correa, Chas Douthit, Sibley Savoy, and
Jesus shares this now oft-quoted parable. He Candace Woods.

One Big Question in January
b y C a n d a c e Wo o d s , D i r e c t o r o f Yo u t h a n d A d u l t M i n i s t r y
candace@fcucc.org

One Big Question will be sticking around
for this next half of the year, but will be
taking on some different forms tied to the
liturgical calendar and important events in
the life of the church. Be paying attention
to weekly eblasts about what kinds of things to be expecting in
1BQ each week!
For January, we’ll be focusing on our Stewardship: An Epiphany
theme. We’ll be meeting on January 13 and 20, as January 6 will
have only one Adult Faith Formation offering with The Forum
in the Sanctuary and January 27 is the Annual Meeting.
ONE BIG QUESTION:
• January 13
• January 20
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The Forum in January

by Ardith Hanson, The Forum Chair
ardithmarie@gmail.com

City Issues, Services for children in poverty,
The End of Multiculturalism?
JANuary 6: JILL GAEBLER, CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT PRO-TEM, DISTRICT 5

Issues Facing the City
In the Sanctuary!
Jill Gaebler arrived in Colorado Springs in 2000 after seven years as an Air Force
officer, where she served as contracting officer. Jill is the former Development
Director for Greccio Housing, a Colorado Springs nonprofit organization, and she
is an advocate for a connected community and state. Jill co-founded the Colorado
Springs Charter Academy, a public school in Colorado Springs City Council District
5. She currently serves on the boards of the Pikes Peak Library District’s Foundation,
the Downtown Development Authority, and the Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments. In addition,
she is a board member of Fountain Creek Watershed, Flood Control and Greenway District and
Homeward Pikes Peak. Jill is serving her second term as a Colorado Springs City Council member.

JANUARY 13: NOREEN LANDIS-TYSON

Community Partnership for Child Development Our services for young children and their families who are living in poverty
Noreen Landis-Tyson is the President and CEO of CPCD… giving children a head
start, a non-profit organization in El Paso County that offers early childhood education
and family programs for 1800 children, ages birth to age 5, most of whom are living
in poverty. CPCD’s best known program is Head Start. Noreen has served as the
CEO of CPCD for the past 17 years, and has recently joined the board of the Pikes
Peak Continuum of Care. CPCD has several partnerships in the community that
are
targeted toward families who are homeless or at risk for homelessness, which Noreen will
highlight. She will also share with us the research behind why early childhood programs are vital to
the economic development and health of our community, particularly for our most vulnerable families.

JANUARY 20: DR. EMILY SKOP

The End of Multicultralism?
Looking beyond the salad bowl in a more diverse America
Emily Skop is a Professor in the Department of Geography and Environment Studies
and Founding Director of the Global Intercultural Research Center at UCCS. Professor
Skop’s scholarship explores global migration and its consequences. She has authored
and co-authored dozens of articles on the long-term integration of migrants and refugees
and she is currently writing a textbook on global migration. As evidence of her continued
contributions, Professor Skop was recently awarded the 2018 Distinguished Scholar
Award in Ethnic Geography from the American Association of Geographers, as well as
the 2017 UCCS Faculty Award for Outstanding Contribution to Diversity and Inclusiveness.
The Forum is brought to you by your Forum Team: Ardith Hanson, Don Allred, Cathy White, Judith Rice-Jones,
and Travis Hunter. Send your questions, comments, and ideas to Ardith Hanson. To receive The Forum Eblast, sign
up during The Forum or contact Emily Bond (emily@fcucc.org). To listen to past sessions of The Forum, visit www.
fcucc.org, select “ministries” then “adult” then “The Forum.”
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2019 Council & Leadership Cultivation
Committee Nominees
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by Jessica Gemm, Chair of LCC
jess.robinson@gmail.com

We are pleased to introduce the nominees for
upcoming open positions on the Church Council
and Leadership Cultivation Committee (LCC).
Members of the LCC talked with several people
about serving in these ministries. Thanks to all
of you for your interest and commitment to our
church family and the very rich conversations we
shared.
Here’s a brief introduction to the people who will
be presented to you at our Annual Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, January 27, 2018. The
congregation will vote on these nominees at that
time.

sticky issues. In Paul’s statement
of interest, he shares that he wants to “help provide
leadership that helps secure the future of FCC. I feel
there is a vibrancy that makes FCC an attraction and a
guiding light in Colorado Springs and I want to be part
of keeping it strong.”

Aaron Brown:
Council Member for Education

Aaron and his family joined FCC
in 2017 after attending an earlier
JWW Lectureship event, and found
the church to have “a unique and
influential voice in the community.”
He quickly jumped in to serve as a
Sunday School teacher (for multiple terms!) He
Polly Strovink:
also supports Children’s and Family Ministry
Treasurer
activities, the Multi-Faith Experience Camps, and
Polly has served as a past
serves as a Kitchen Witch. Aaron shared, “I would
Treasurer on the Church Council
like to encourage more intergenerational connections.
(2010-2013) and chaired or been
We have a congregation rich with faith and life
part of nearly all the financeexperience and we don’t always get to share it. Church
related teams at FCC. She is a
is a great place to find a family that we choose.”
small business owner who keeps her own books,
and understands how important financial health is
to our ministries. She also understands the impact
of what FCC offers from her service as an OWL
facilitator, Sunday School teacher, and Handbell
Choir member, among many other things! Polly
Pam Shockley-Zalabak,
brings not only a financial mind, but an ability to
Chair
translate those details to the Congregation. As she
Pam has been a member of FCC
shares, “I like to find the story behind the numbers,
since 1994 and has been involved
and to help people understand where we've been and
with a number of ministries over
where we could go.”
the years, including Grant-Writing
Paul McNeill:
and Stewardship. As the Chancellor Emerita of
Vice Moderator
UCCS and an active community leader, Pam has
As a member of FCC for 34+ years, a deep understanding of effective governance,
Paul has actively served in a wide how it works, its importance and how to support
range of roles, from Stewardship it at a systemic level. Her capability, depth of
to Nominating Committee, capital history, and leadership skills will be a great asset
campaigns to facilities, and beyond. in leading the LCC and the Congregation into the
He brings that history as well as experience in next chapter of leadership and governance.
evaluating different approaches to solve problems,
especially around operations, finances, and other

CHURCH COUNCIL

Leadership Cultivation Committee
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Debra Buenting

Debra is a newer member at
FCC. She has served on the JWW
Lectureship Series Team and is
a new communion server. She
spends
her
days
teaching
communication
at
the
college
level,
has
served
on
several
boards, and also hosts a podcast and blog!
Debra says, “I believe everyone is uniquely gifted
and brings things to the world no one else does; it’s
important to help people discover those gifts and grow
into their unique selves.”

JULIA NACE

Julia is a retired school teacher and
longtime member of First Congo.
She has served as the FCC Council
Treasurer this year and in a previous
term, and will bring that depth of
church governance experience to
the Leadership Cultivation Committee. She and
her partner Sally enjoy gardening, art projects,
and their two dogs.

Connie Raub

As a longtime member, Connie
cares deeply about so many areas of
our church, and has been involved
at all different levels. She has
served as a past Council Member
for Care & Fellowship, and has
led the Sanctuary Arts Team. Connie can be seen
serving as an Usher and as part of The Madrigal
and special musical events, among many other

things. She is looking forward to helping develop
more leaders at FCC.

Eric Ridings

Eric has served in many capacities
during his time at FCC, from
Secretary of the Church Council,
chair of the former Nominating
Committee, and serving on the
Human Resources Committee. As a
p h y s i c i a n who has managed his own practice,
he has utilized his skills of insight, empathy, and
analysis and sees those translating well to the
work of cultivating leaders at FCC. Eric shares, “I
love this church, and desire to continue to do my part
in helping it reach its potential to transform lives, both
in our congregation and in our community.”

Meet and Greet
the Nominees!
January 20 - 9:45 a.m.
The Atrium

Come meet the nominees!
Ask them questions...
Get to know them better...
Found out what they plan to
bring to
the leadership of FCC...

Lectio Writing Practice
It’s time to begin our winter semester of Lectio Writing Practice. January through March we will be meeting
in the Gregg Library on the third Wednesday at 2 p.m. You are invited to join us as we learn to meditate
through writing. Our concentration for these three months will find us looking at the Psalms, beginning with
a familiar chapter, Psalm 23. Together we will read and sit with this passage, gleaning from the words a voice
which will speak to and through each of us.
You do not need to be a writer to meditate. Lectio Writing
Practice is your opportunity to allow scripture to speak to
you in your today. Join us, bring a writing pad and a pen,
and experiment with us on January 16, 2 p.m.
Looking forward to journeying with you.
Questions? Please email Pauli Hubbard
- paulijhubbard49@gmail.com.
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We are still looking
for EIGHT more Sunday
School Teachers for
the Spring Session Lent through May.
Interested? We’d love to have you!
Please contact Del Hokanson (del@fcucc.org/719.635.3549)
for more information and to see her smile!

Congregational Life: November 18 - December 9
by David Acton, Office Administrator
david@fcucc.org

THANK YOU to Emily and Kayla Bond, Tom Hershberger, Pete Hokanson, and
Dennis Kleinsasser, who served as liturgists. Pauli Hubbard served as a reflection
leader. Thank you also to those who offered KC Worship support, including Charles
Barber, Daria Ellington, Melissa McCormick, and George Woodhead. Charles Barber, Denise
Ellsworth, Marilyn Fife, Karol Finch, Carolyn Hill, Judy Jacob, and John Stefonik served as Godly
Play facilitators. To the wonderful individuals who served as fall Sunday School teachers, we offer
thanks to Lois Benson, Aaron Brown, Heather DeZarn, Kisti Felps, Jane Gazal, Jenny George, Regina
Kornmesser, Sarah Lund, Brad Mikaelian, Ellen Miller, Marie Newbrough, and Laura Pfender.
Thank you also to Suzanne Bayer, Rebecca Hibbard, Claire Radtke, and Alysa Webb, who led the
Sunday School Teacher thank yous. Third Grade Bible presentations were a success thanks in no small
part to Patti White, whose calligraphy made the presentations special. The halls of our historic church
have been decked with beautiful Christmas decorations thanks to Connie Raub, Linda Roberts, and
Amy Velimirovich. The Draw Near Concert successfully ushered in the holiday season thanks to the
tireless efforts of Mandy Todd and the musicians of the Chancel Choir, Bells of Saint Vrain Handbell
Ensemble, FCC Flute Choir, and Nexus Brass Quintet. Special thanks to Minette Church, Victoria
Hansen, Brian Love, Sarah and Rob Lund, Susie Marten, Patti and Jim White, and the members of
the Music & Arts Ministry Team, all of whom helped immensely with the logistics of the concert and
reception.
We offer PRAYERS to those who are have been hospitalized and are recovering, including Emma
and Nora Brachtenbach, Janet Carpenter, Bruce Cummings, Don Drake, Tom Francis’ stepfather
Rob Blair, Richard Grebenstein, Tom Hershberger, Ruth Lehmkuhl, Larry Patzer, Connie Raub's
daughter-in-law Kristy Raub, and Phyllis and Richard Rhinehart’s daughter Aimee. For those in
hospice care, we have been praying for Emily Bond’s aunt Teresa, Erma Chappell, and Charlie Hall.
We pray also for Steve Fehl, who is awaiting test results, and for Hannah Rockey’s father, Rocky. For
those in cancer treatment, we pray for Gayle Jordan, Linda LeMieux, Mike Matthews, Ann Skinner’s
daughter Barbara, and Mary Yates. Finally, we offer prayers to victims of gun violence.
We offer CONDOLENCES to Josh Haginduff for the loss of his Uncle Albert. To Melissa McKinnies
for the loss of her son Danye. To Charlotte Bundgaard, on the loss of her brother-in-law.
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Peek in the Past: Only Briefly
by Chris Steenbergen, Church Historian
chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com

After the departure of the Rev. McDowell in 1958 and under the interim guidance of
Rev. Charles Milligan, it took FCUCC about a year to find a new pastor. They settled
on the young dynamic Rev. Ralph Theodore Holland.
His father, of the same name, had been a lifelong minister
in the Evangelical and Reformed Church - the denomination that the
Congregational Churches had just merged with into the United Church
of Christ. Ted Holland was an accomplished violinist. At age six he had
been the guest soloist of the Symphony Orchestra of Indianapolis, the city
where his father was a long-time pastor. He came to Colorado Springs
with his wife Margaret and two young children, Elisabeth and David.
Born in 1930 in Philadelphia, Theodore Holland had a Bachelor of Divinity
degree from Lancaster Theological Seminary and a Master of Sacred
Theology degree from the Boston University School of Theology. Before
and in between those degrees, he kept busy:
Rev. R. Theodore Holland
•
He served in Europe with the American Service Committee.
•
He was a student pastor in the Shenandoah Valley.
•
He held the postion of chaplain at the Inter-mountain Indian School in Brigham City,
		Utah.
•
He ministered to the Congregational Churches in Asby, Massachusetts and Palmer,
		
Massachusetts.
All this in the course of a mere eight years.
Past history appeared to be a good predictor of future behavior. After barely two years at FCUCC, the
Rev. R. Theodore Holland moved on, this time to a position with the Church World Services Department
of the National Council of Churches, likely because of his interest in the ecumenical movement of the
time. We can't fully track all his stations from that time on, but indications are that his middle age
continued to be a restless one. He ministered to three churches in New Zealand and in 1970 obtained
his PhD from the University of Denver. In 1979 in Travis, Texas, he married Mary Falcone with whom
he had three more children to a total of seven, after which he settled down.

LOOKING FOR
VOLUNTEERS!
A message to you from FCC's
Lead Kitchen Witch, Hope Woodhead!

I am looking for people to volunteer with the
FCC Kitchen Witches in 2019. - Join our small
group in helping to keep our kitchen clean!
I am also looking for volunteers to help with
Mesa House Sunday Dinner Deliveries. Contact
Hope Woodhead to sign up for either programs
(trombone4me@gmail.com / 619.322.1118).
Thank you!

In 1986 Dr. Holland moved to Fredericksburg,
Texas, where he served the Harper Presbyterian
Church for thirteen years. He also held
administrative positions at St Edward's
University and
Incarnate College
in nearby San
Antonio, Texas.
In his retirement,
from 2002 on, he
further pursued
his passion for
music and arts.
Ted Holland died
in 2017.
Rev. Dr. R. Theodore (“Ted”) Holland
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MG&O, What Does It Mean?
by Pauli Hubbard, MG&O Committee Member
paulijhubbard49@gmail.com

Mission, Giving and Outreach. Great words, words which create a story...but what
is our story? What is our Mission? What does Giving mean? Then, there is that word,
Outreach; who are we reaching out to?
I recently read a book by Henri Nouwen titled, “Reaching Out”. It is a worthy read and one I would
recommend to you. One of the sections, which helped me with the questions I started out with
in this article, explained how Reaching Out could move us from hostility to hospitality. How can
that happen? Is this a part of the answer of what MG&O means? Nouwen explains hospitality
in these words:
“Hospitality, therefore, means primarily the creation of a free space where the stranger can enter and become a
friend instead of an enemy. Hospitality is not to change people, but to offer them space where change can take
place.”
Certainly this is our hope as a congregation; I believe it is also our mission in MG&O. How can
this be accomplished? How do we become a catalyst for this conversion? How do we upend
hostility and become space-holders for people needing a safe place to change? I think we do this by
understanding why we are reaching out.
Questions to ask yourself:
1.
Who do I want to hold a space for?
2.
What part of my own story has given me this desire?
3.
What will I give to fulfill my part in this transformation?

Parents Out
Partying
Someplace
Saturday,
February 9
6 p.m.

Hosted by Alison and Mike Gerbig
POPS will next meet in February at the
Gerbig's home in Manitou Springs. Come join
other "seasoned" parents for a potluck meal
and fellowship. Details will arrive by Evite in
mid-late January to those on the distribution
list. Please contact Jane Ridings (janeridings@
hotmail.com) if
you would like
to be added.
Newcomers are
always welcome!

You see, MG&O is
not only a committee
in
our
church,
MG&O
is
you!
Mission, Giving and Outreach is how you teach a
youth class, sing in the choir or even stand in the
pulpit. It is all encompassing. And yes, MG&O is
also a team of individuals intent on reaching out
into our community, our country and the world,
transforming hostility into hospitality.
This year it is our intention to educate and engage
you in this exciting work. We hope you will read
our articles and take
advantage of the
tours and work trips
we are planning.
Together we will
reach out.
Thank you.

"MG&O
is YOU!"
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The Door to Gratitude

by Elizabeth Vincent, Stephen Minister
joatforever69@gmail.com

The Stephen Ministers at First Congregational Church meet monthly for
additional training and support. At a recent meeting, we were asked to write
down a list of things that we receive from our ministry for which we are most
grateful. Sitting around that big table in the Gregg Library, we looked at each
other. We are used to thinking about what more we can do for others, not what
we receive. Yet, as each of us pocketed that question for later consideration and response, the door
to gratitude opened, and our hearts revealed our answers. We share these responses with you and
say simply, “Thank you.”
•
Sharing Joy born from Tears
•
Sharing Love
•
Watching Hope grow
•
Vital Spiritual Connection
•
Seeing the joyful smile of a cherished Care Receiver.
•
Learning to value more deeply the glorious power of Love
•
Witnessing the healing love of the Spirit.
•
Watching God work in another’s life
•
Being allowed to walk with someone through the tough time ~ It is a gift when someone
		
shares with me
This heartfelt response was written by a longtime Stephen Minister and Leader.
The Gifts

With deepest gratitude for your
gifts to us,
FCC’s Stephen Ministers wish all
A Blessed and Hope-filled New
Year!
If you are interested in serving your church
community as a Stephen Minister,
please talk to Pastor Jacque or Margaret Reiber.

of Giving

With all the demands of
our
fast-paced
culture
and our hectic family and
professional responsibilities,
it is easy to push aside the
needs of others.
Worries about our own issues not only occupy
our thoughts, they become all consuming.
Stephen Ministry teaches us there is a better
use for our time and energy. God has called us
to a higher purpose.
By focusing on the concerns of my own Care
Receivers and calling upon God to guide me in
the caring relationships, my own worries have
dissipated, my faith has strengthened, and my
life has taken on new purpose and meaning.
With each visit, the compassion God imparts
through me comes back to bless me in countless
ways. The gratitude I feel for these blessings is
beyond measure. Thanks be to God.
Margaret Reiber
Stephen Ministry Chair

JANUARY 2019

Our Ministry with The Colorado Springs
Sanctuary Coalition
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by Rev. Jacque Franklin, Minister of Pastoral Care
jacque@fcucc.org

A Very Brief History
On January 25, 2016, President Trump signed orders
to streamline the deportation of undocumented
people, expanding interior enforcement and
border security. Under the Obama administration
deportation was primarily limited to immigrants
with serious criminal records (Obama deported
around two million people, more than any
president prior, combined). President Trump’s
policy represented a shift toward deportation of all
undocumented people. In February and March 2016,
local conversations in the city were initiated which
brought to light the actual needs of families affected
in our community. Candace Woods (our Director
of Youth & Adult Ministry) was instrumental in
the formation of the Colorado Springs Sanctuary
Coalition, and in May 2016, FCUCC signed on as
a founding member, fully supporting its mission
statement:
“The Colorado Springs Sanctuary Coalition
makes the Pikes Peak region a safer place for
immigrants by protecting those facing deportation
and advocating for immigrant communities.”
The coalition includes All Souls Unitarian
Universalist Church, First Congregational Church,
and the Colorado Springs Friends Meeting, as
well as immigrant and community leaders. All
Souls Unitarian Universalist Church voted as
a congregation to become the coalition’s host
Sanctuary Church.

ad-hoc Legal Committee
comprised of legal advisors to
the coalition.
This has all been going on quietly behind the scenes
and partially explains why you have not heard news
from the Coalition in recent months. More alarming
though, is that immigrants seem to be no longer
requesting sanctuary. Why is this so? Eric Pavri, an
attorney advising the Coalition, states that “Stays of
Removal” are not being granted anymore so people
have fewer options to continue fighting their unjust
deportation cases. Two years ago, such stays would
have been granted, but not now. There are no longer
legal hopes for immigrants to “buy time” while in
sanctuary to win their cases.

What Do We Need From You?
The Coalition is working to develop a court
accompaniment program to continue to support our
local immigrant families and individuals. Consider
volunteering to help with this support.
The Coalition believes that by supporting immigrant
families in the Pikes Peak region we can build
long-term relationships to help stop deportations,
serve as faithful witness in spaces of injustice, and
collectively grow as community leaders in the fight
for immigrant rights. We want to ensure that all
community members feel safe attending court dates,
whether it be to pay a ticket, seek a restraining order,
or be present for a hearing. You would not be asked to
make financial contributions or provide legal advice.
“Know Your Rights” and Accompaniment Training
for this form of volunteering will be provided by the
Coalition.

Recent Developments
While no one is presently in sanctuary, the CS
Sanctuary Coalition has thoughtfully taken time to
articulate its continued dedication to the immigrant
community in our region, seeking to accomplish its Watch The Communicator for more details. We will
host “Listening Tables” in the Founders' Room in
vision and mission by:
• Engaging faith communities in the coalition’s work January to gather feedback and build awareness. If
• Educating the community on issues of immigration you want to offer feedback at one of our Just Peace
tables or if you just need more information about
• Advocating for policy change
• Providing sanctuary in host congregations to vetted volunteering, please stop by in January.
		

immigrants facing imminent deportation

Committees within the Coalition include: Education/
Outreach, Policy/Advocacy, Action (involved
with providing hospitality to the sanctuary guest),
Steering/Governance/Administration,
and
an

Otherwise, please email Connie Kreider (edu_
connie@yahoo.com) or myself to sign-up for work on a
sanctuary committee within our congregation or to
ask further questions.
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Book Discussion Group

“Refugees”
a poem by Brian Bliston

All are invited to join the FCC
Book Discussion Group. The group
meets quarterly, for discussion and
refreshments. For more information,
and/or to be added to the mailing list,
please contact Linda Boles (jobolesjr@
comcast.net).

(Read the poem first from top to bottom.
Then read it from bottom to top.)

They have no need of our help
So do not tell me
These haggard faces could belong to you or I
Should life have dealt a different hand
We need to see them for who they really are
Chancers and scroungers
Layabouts and loungers
With bombs up their sleeves
Cut-throats and thieves
They are not
Welcome here
We should make them
Go back to where they came from
They cannot
Share our food
Share our homes
Share our countries
Instead let us
Build a wall to keep them out
It is not okay to say
These are people just like us
A place should only belong to those who are
born there
Do not be so stupid to think that
The world can be looked at another way.

February 10
6:00 p.m.
Gregg Library

An American Marriage
by
Tayari Jones

April 2019
- date tbd
Beartown
by
Frederik Backman

?

W h e r eN
O

are they W

?

Our new series - "Where are they Now" - has featured in two
issues of The Communicator. If you have updated information on a
past member of FCC, we are interested in hearing from you!
Perhaps someone who grew up in the church... someone who no longer lives in the area, etc...
Let's feature them, and see where they are now! Please contact Emily Bond (emily@fcucc.org).
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Dear Dedicated and Creative Knitters and Crocheters!
Since our goal for distributing all your incredibly warm and wonderful hats, scarves and neck warmers
was Thanksgiving, we wanted to update you on all the very grateful organizations that have received
your creative work.
**
**
		
**
		

In January we gave about forty hats to Blackbird Outreach for people living on the street.
In August we gave twenty to twenty-five baby blankets, twenty-five baby hats and baby
care items to the Springs Rescue Mission.
Our fall distribution began with the Stand Down on October 16 where we handed out
120 hats, thirty-five neck warmers, and fifteen scarves to the homeless veterans.

Since then, we have boxed up your treasures for the following organizations:
**
La Puente in Alamosa - which works with the men, women, and children in the San Luis
		Valley.
**
Ecumenical Social Ministries (ESM) - which serves the men, women, and families
		
in Colorado Springs - received hats, scarves and children’s items.
**
The Springs Rescue Mission received items for the men and women they serve.
**
Mesa House and Monument House which houses men transitioning back into
		
society are enjoying their new hats and scarves.
**
One Nation Walking Together has sent your creative gifts to the Pine Ridge Reservation.
		
They were thrilled to have received new and homemade items.
**
Urban Peak - serving homeless teenagers in our community - appreciated your
		generosity.
Please know, this winter, that your generosity and creativity will be hugely appreciated as so
many people will be warmer because of your time, energy, and spirit. Just a reminder you knitted
and crocheted nearly SIX HUNDRED hats, scarves, blankets, and neck warmers!!!
Actually I have to admit to being in tears as I read all of the organizations and people
benefiting from your generosity... Thank you!!!
Gratefully!
Angie Adams and Anne Brown

Organ Recital

featuring David Acton

First Congregational Church

January 12, 2019 - 10:15 am
Mu Phi Epsilon, an International professional music
fraternity will feature David Acton in an organ recital at First
Congregational Church.
The FCC congregation and friends are invited to this
performance. A reception will be held in the Founders' Room,
following the performance.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming
Congregation. We invite people of every age, ace,
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression,
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship,
dedication to education and commitment to service.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMMUNICATOR?
We invite you to submit articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our
congregation. Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.
Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

The DEADLINE for the next issue (February 2019 Issue) is Tuesday, January 15.
Please send to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org
REQUIREMENTS:
• Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number.
• Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc.
• Full page articles should be a MAXIMUM of 500 words (one page in size 12 font).
**If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article.
• Short articles and announcements are welcomed and will be vetted to decide about
inclusion.
• May be a MSWord attachment or an email.
• Accepted LATE submissions may be placed in the next edition or may be sent out via
weekly e-blast.

