
When Barack Obama was elected the response in my world was…delirium. Many 
believed that a new day had dawned in America and that now we were a country where 
people are judged only by the content of their character. The next step was to elect a 
woman as President, thus cementing the egalitarian destiny of this country.  For many, 
the election of Mr. Donald Trump felt like a wholesale rejection of this hopeful idealism. 

So the question remains: Do we still have a dream?

There are those in our country who resented President Obama simply because he was black, but hopefully 
there were only a few carrying this problematic viewpoint. There were and are others who simply 
disagreed with the policies of the President and the Democratic Party. For more than a few, their vote 
was a cry of economic desperation and without question there are still others whose viewpoints are not 
captured by the above mentioned categories. All with the exception of the first must be respected. 

Please understand this is not an anti-Trump diatribe, but rather it is the recognition that change is a 
process that ebbs and flows over time. We live in a complex country that contains within her border a 
multiplicity of interests and viewpoints making authentic change exceedingly difficult.  So, do we still 
have a dream? Do we have a continuing dream for this country under the leadership of President Biden?  
Do we still have a dream for our church? Each must answer this question in the autonomy of their own 
conscience, but for myself I have two areas of reflection on the question: one political and the other 
theological.

It is my personal opinion that three major currents form the political 
landscape in American politics today.  I am speaking of money, public 
opinion and activism.  We live in a changing country where, due to various 
reasons, “wealth” has become the possession of “the few.”  As a consequence 
of this wealth, the means of public education and the media are increasingly 
influenced by those who possess this wealth.  Public opinion can be and 
is sculpted by those who control significant aspects of education and the 
mass media.  All of the above mentioned can be and is when perceived 
as necessary in the creation and utilization of political activism. “Think 
tanks,” “news networks,” “commentators,” and various other institutional 
agencies are utilized for political purposes.  These currents in American 
politics are not the sole possession of any one political viewpoint. However, 
the concentration of great wealth tends to be clearly on the right side of the 
political spectrum.  How can “the dream” survive let alone triumph over 
such a powerful armada?

The civil rights movement was not effective because of immense funding 
or even because public opinion was in favor of its goals. The civil rights 
movement was successful enough to ultimately elect a black President 
because people of faith were willing to rise up at great risk of harm and

continued on page 2
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livelihood in order to serve the greater good. Political activism was not risk-free in the American 
revolution, in the women’s suffrage movement, in the civil rights movements for people of color, 
women’s rights or in the LGBTQ movements. Speaking truth to power has never been easy or financially 
advantageous. When white folks, privileged though we are, saw the dogs released and fire hoses utilized 
in Birmingham…we knew we were seeing evil incarnated in human form. We only saw evil made visible 
because some were willing to give their lives for the good of all. The same sacrificial action is once again 
called for, and that brings me to the theological.

Christian theology is not rocket science. Jesus was once asked to sum it all up in one sentence and his 
response in the book of Matthew chapter 22 was brilliant. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and soul and mind and second, love your neighbor as yourself.” Since Cain slew Abel and asked God, 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?”, the answer in the scripture has been as simple as it has been revolutionary: 
“Yes.” We are commanded to love God with all that is within us and to love our neighbor (everyone 
without exception) at the very same level. 

Humility and reflective honesty require that we recognize that bias, and even bigotry, are not the 
exclusive possession of any one political or theological point of view. The point of Jesus’ mini-sermon was 
that “neighbor” included every living human being. Let those of us who wish to be “light” in a shadowed 
world never forget that people of the light are also capable of racism, bigotry and bias. We too can 
exclusively define “neighbor” as those with whom we agree, and are also capable of dehumanizing those 
with whom we disagree.

Soon we will enter the season of Lent, and the 
lesson once again is not rocket science. When 
Jesus turned his face towards Jerusalem, he turned 
his face towards the Garden of Gethsemane.  
Jesus knew as Martin Luther King knew that 
death awaited those who would take upon 
themselves the mantle of prophet. This may sound 
melodramatic, and I will own that tendency, but 
it is also accurate.  The cost of deep and authentic 
change is steep. 

Our country is at a moral crossroad. One way 
leads to empire and human carnage, and I believe 
to increasingly totalitarian behaviors. The other 
way, the harder way, leads to an increasingly 
humane world where the many are welcomed 
and in the process of becoming one. Black, white, 
or somewhere in between; gay or straight; male, 
female or transgender; we are all just human 
and equally capable of good or ill. King’s dream 
was that these external manifestations of our 
humanness not obscure our common humanity. 
Speaking for myself, the dream still lives and I will 
do all that I am able to keep it so.  I both believe 
and hope that FCUCC is on this path and will 
continue the journey with your soon to come new 
minister.

What about you? 

“…the work goes on, the cause endures, the hope 
still lives, and the dream shall never die.” 

Edward Kennedy

IMPORTANT 
NOTICE

Annual Meeting of  
the Congregation

Sunday, January 30, 2022

IN-PERSON 
We must have a quorum! 

9:00 a.m. 
(worship service to follow at 11:00 a.m.)

Budget Discussion for the 
Congregation

Sunday, January 16 at 2:30 p.m.

VIA ZOOM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84396069130?pwd=TDluY-

1FVSldWUnBMdnFuOFpxS0tVQT09
Meeting ID: 843 9606 9130 - Passcode: 911268
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2022: A Reflection of 2021, a New Year, 
New Minister, and new Possibilities

b y  B i l l  K e m p , C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  M o d e r a t o r 
b i l l f c c @ j o y f u l j o u r n e y . n e t

It’s hard to believe we’ve 
reached the end of 2021, and 
with 2022 just days away, 
my thoughts pivot to what 

we have done and the year to come.  We as a church 
have passed from isolation and total virtualization 
to an in-person hybrid that seems to be working 
well amid the twists and turns of Covid.  If you are 
not happy or there are changes you wish to see, 
please communicate them to me via email (BillFCC@
joyfuljourney.net) or phone 719-659-9618.  I am 
always interested to hear what you have to say and 
open to talk.  I want to support making things better 
in any way possible.  We as a congregation did 
important work together to explore who we have 
been in the History Day event and who we want to 
be in the two Mission Day events.  That crucial work 
has now been folded into our church profile that will 
soon go out into the world, announcing who we are 
and what we are seeking in our new leader.  The 
search committee has done their critical first step by 
completing the profile in time to optimize the search 
for a new lead minister in 2022. 

The search for a new lead minister begins in earnest!
In January our church profile will be distributed to the 
UCC conference and other public forums to get the 
word out that FCUCC is seeking a new lead minister.  
This process is moving very quickly compared to 
prior searches in recent memory.  Remember that we 
began the search process in September when Council 
selected the Search Committee.  The search committee 
met for the first time in October, and now we have 
a completed profile in December.  The profile is a 
45-page document that, in my opinion, accurately 
reflects who we are today, the challenges we’ve faced 
over the past five years, and our goals for the future 
that include a lead minister who will support and 
aid the journey. This committee is the most diverse 
we’ve ever had with a balance of male and female, 
gay and straight, young and old, (including two teens 
participating) and all are contributing, not just on the 
profile, but on evaluation of each candidate seriously 
considered by the committee.  The profile reflects this 
diversity. I fully expect to have a new lead minister 
selected and called by the congregation by the end of 
this summer (2022). Exciting!!!

FIRST, THE BUDGET…
As of this writing, we are still approximately $200,000 
short of our pledge goal needed for the proposed 
2022 budget.  A budget meeting is planned for 
Sunday, January 16 at 2:30 p.m.  At this meeting 
the congregation will make the choices needed to 
balance the budget if pledges are still under the 
budgeted need of $926,000.  The larger the gap 
between the budget and pledged amount, the more 
difficult the choices.  I ask again, if you haven’t yet 
pledged, please consider doing so right away and 
submit a pledge.  A pledge of any amount means so 
much.  This budget not only supports the priorities 
of the church, including its staff for 2022, but also 
sends a message to our new lead minister of the level 
of support our congregation is providing for staff, 
ministry and outreach.  They will also see what was 
funded and what was not (if pledges needed were 
not raised).  These choices will communicate our 
priorities.  Each pledge represents an oar in the water 
used to move our collective congregational boat 
forward to realize our spiritual and outreach goals.  
I hope we all place an oar in water to help move us 
forward. Together we can accomplish anything.

NEW POSSIBILITIES IN 2022!
We are in transition, and 2022 will be the year when 
the mystery of who our new lead minister will be 
solved and the companion on our journey revealed 
to help us through the rest of our transition.  Yes, we 
have uncertainties: Covid variants (such as Omicron) 
and their impace on our ability to function socially, 
the final 2022 budget, the economy and politics, and 
congregation dynamics.  But we are moving in the 
right direction with increasing strength and purpose, 
and I’m hopeful for the possibilities 2022 offers.  
Many more positive than negative.  Many more 
hopeful than not.  We will need your help, time, and 
talent to move the boat forward toward our goals. I’m 
looking forward to working with you to realize the 
possible.

Happy New Year!

Love to you all,
Bill  
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Part of our UCC identity is the desire to build bridges instead of walls, particularly with 
other churches and religious groups. This is really the heartbeat of what it means to be 
united, although we are also continually uniting. The work that we have been called to is 
bigger than us, bigger than our own congregation. 

I want this to be true of us as a whole and specifically of our youth program. We have had irregular events in 
the past year where youth from multiple congregations came together for some fun and games. Starting in 
January 2022, there will be monthly meetings filled with ritual, games, and poignant conversations with youth 
from multiple UCC congregations here in Colorado Springs. At the moment, we have connected with friends 
from both the Broadmoor and Black Forest Community Churches to make this happen. 

Young people from all across the city will be getting together and modeling what it means to be united. This 
is an exciting opportunity to extend our communities past our congregations, to build connections, and to be 
who we say we are. We are united, yet always uniting, broadening the scope of who we commune with. Part of 
the Christian faith is to build bigger and bigger tables until everyone is fed.

If we cannot do this within our own denomination, then how can we fathom doing so outside of our own 
tradition. Our community should be ever-widening.  May it be so.

U n i t e d  a n d  U n i t i n g :  B u i l d i n g  U C C  C o n n e c t i o n s
b y  J o s h  R u m p l e ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y
j o s h @ f c u c c . o r g

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a t  F C U C C
b y  E m i l y  B o n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
e m i l y @ f c u c c . o r g
Do you receive regular communications from First Congregational Church? If not, I hope 
you will sign up to do so! Every week, we send out a few different Eblasts (yes, it can be 
quite a lot, but we need to get the word out to you and keep you in the KNOW)!
 Tuesday (FCUCC on Zoom)
 Wednesday (Weekly Devotional)
 Thursday (The Weekly)
 Saturday (This Sunday)

AN APP - JUST FOR YOU!
I am pleased to inform you that we have 
now created our very own church app for 
mobile devices!  The Tithe.ly Church App (yes, the same 
company that we use for online giving) is a simple and 
quick way to find your church’s app! 

Once you have downloaded the app (see the grey box for 
instructions), you will have access to the following:

 • Membership Directory
 • Church Calendar
 • Your Giving Statement
 • FCUCC on YouTube
 • FCUCC on Social Media
 • Congregational Life Prayer List
 • Group Directory

I encourage you to download the app and have fun 
exploring! "My Primo Congo" is no longer active; this app 
is taking its place, and we hope you will find it easier to 
manage and much more user-friendly!

If you do not yet receive these Eblasts, please sign up 
today by visiting the "social media" page on our website: 

https://www.fcucc.org/home/social-media

NEW CHURCH APP!
To find and download the Tithe.ly Church App, 
visit your mobile app store (Google Play/iOS App 
Store) and search "Church App - Tithe.ly."

The Tithe.ly Church App houses hundreds of apps 
from across the world! To find your church app 
within the Tithe.ly Church app, just open the app 
and search for First Congregational Church by name 
or zip code (80903).

Once you have selected our church's specific app, 
the next time you open the Tithe.ly Church App, 
FCUCC's design will be ready and waiting - no 
searching involved. This Tithe.ly Church App 
will also ensure that your App icon switches from 
the Tithe.ly logo to the FCUCC logo. This app icon 
switcher is compatible on most mobile cellular devices. 

If you have any problems with the process, please 
contact me (emily@fcucc.org).
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Winter greetings from 
children’s ministries! This has 
been a very rich and meaningful 
fall as I have been transitioning 

in to my new role and getting to work with other 
members of the staff. I have had an especially 
memorable time working side by side with 
Del Hokanson during her last months before 
retirement. Del has been unbelievably gracious 
and helpful to me, and I hope she knows that her 
legacy will continue here at FCCUC, both in the 
children she has impacted and in what she has 
taught me. We are forever grateful for Del!

This fall, we had a successful faith formation 
with Godly Play, OWL: Our Whole Lives - 
1st/2nd/3rd Grade, and 4th/5th Grade Sunday 
School. Our teachers were committed and 
incredibly helpful in reaching each child who 
came to the Faith Formation Hour. We were 
able to thank the teachers in the 11 a.m. service 
in late November, giving them a first edition 
FCUCC custom face mask and thank you card. 
Please note that you too can obtain a special face 
mask by volunteering in the Sunday school class 
this coming semester! 

We also wrapped up a winter Advent Faith 
Formation series for children and their parents, 
with thanks to Sean Drevs, Josh Rumple, and 
David Acton for their help. Families gathered 
in the Sanctuary each week for Christmas 
carols, viewing a special advent film featuring 
themselves from 2020, then worked on life-
sized nativity figures and nativity puppets in 
workshops. I hope each child and adult was able 
to enjoy time together as we gathered to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus. 

Children’s and 
Family Ministries 
hosted a hot cocoa 
and cookie party 
on December 4 
for the Parade of 
Lights downtown. 
A special thank 

C h i l d r e n ' s  M i n i s t r i e s ,  P a s t ,  P r e s e n t  &  F u t u r e !
 b y  S a r a h  L u n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y

s a r a h @ f c u c c . o r g

you’s to Rachel Johnson, who assisted with 
cookie and cocoa preparations. Children and 
adults alike had a great time watching the 
procession and catching up!

On January 9, we will meet for the last Advent 
Faith Formation session as we celebrate 
Epiphany, or the coming of the wise men. 
Children, youth, and families, are invited, and 
we will meet at 9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary before 
breaking into workshops in the Gregg Library 
and West classrooms. 

January 9 will also be a very 
special Sunday for us as we 
thank Del Hokanson, who is 
retiring from her position at 
FCUCC after thirteen years. 
We have some special surprises 

planned for her, and we can’t 
wait to celebrate during the 11 

a.m. service and during a reception 
afterward. Please join us!

Mark your calendars - on January 16, we will 
resume Faith Formation Hour for children at 9:45 
a.m. More details to come, but we will be holding 
3rd and 4th Grade Bible Workshop for twelve 
weeks before Easter, as well as Sunday School 
classes for Pre-K, Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, and 5th 
Grades. I have a wonderful 
group of teachers lined 
up to guide these classes, 
but we are always looking 
for teachers, assistants, 
and subs to join us. Let 
me know by emailing me 
(sarah@fcucc.org) if you’d 
like to jump in on the fun!

I want to wish you and your family a very 
happy new year. The support that you give the 
children of FCUCC, whether it is by volunteering 
during Faith Formation Hour, helping with Kids' 
Community Worship, or interacting with the 
children and families you see in worship, is vital, 
and so needed. I am looking forward to 2022 as 
we launch into many new adventures together!
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Sid Shelton
Vice Moderator
Sid and his wife Robbie came to our congregation 
in 2007 when they retired from careers in 
telecommunications.  After many years as a member 
of the United Methodist Church, Sid learned that it 
was not committed to 
open and affirming. 
FCUCC was the 
obvious choice for 
a Colorado Springs 
church. (Robbie’s 

sister is Patti White so the connection with Jim 
and Patti also made FCUCC attractive.) Sid has 
previously served as Vice Moderator, was a part 
of the kitchen renovation and elevator addition 
teams, and supported the completion of the 
Sanctuary renovation. He has been an usher, is a 
member of The Mystery Team, the A/V Team and 
is chair of a Maintenance “fix-it” Team. He is a 
model servant and hard worker who believes in 
delegating and working with others. Sid expects 
FCUCC will continue its unique place in Colorado 
Springs as an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, and 
Micah 6 Church. He eagerly awaits welcoming a 
new minister to the congregation.

2 0 2 2  C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  N o m i n e e s
b y  D e b r a  B u e n t i n g , L e a d e r s h i p  C u l t i v a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e
d o c t o r d e b 5 5 @ g m a i l . c o m

Cynthia Riley
Worship & 
Spiritual Life
Cynthia began 
attending FCUCC 
in 2004, attracted to the great preaching, the Open and Affirming 
designation, the music program, and the spiritual atmosphere in the 
church. Cynthia graduated from Colorado College where she majored 
in Fine Arts with a theatre concentration. The arts are a major part of 
her life and are an important aspect of worship for her. She has been a 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist for twenty-three years and is in 
private practice on Del Norte Street. Her work helps satisfy her need to 
understand others and to be of help where she is able. Cynthia married 

Dave in 2006 and soon after, both began singing in the Chancel Choir, 
which they love; they officially joined the church in September 2011. Cynthia has served on the Music 
and Arts Team for several years and has been the Co-Chair for the past year. She participated in the 
Madrigal Dinner several times and hopes it will return after Covid.

Charles Kiskiras
Treasurer
Charles Kiskiras 
(retired aerospace 
engineer and 
manager), wife 
Denise Ellsworth 
(teacher), and 
daughters Ariel and 
Chloe Kiskiras came 
to our congregation in 
2001 after connecting 
with Benjamin 
Broadbent, FCUCC's 

Director of Youth Ministry at that time. They 
enjoyed Rev. Dr. Jim White’s leadership and 
realized that FCUCC’s values were similar to 
their own. Charles has served as a Stephen 
Minister since that work began in 2008 and was 
commissioned as a Stephen Leader. He believes 
in being an effective communicator and team 
player and thinks one role of Church Council is 
to lead the congregation in staying true to our 
vision and mission.
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V i s i t a t i o n  M i n i s t r y
b y  R e v .  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t ,  V i s i t a t i o n  M i n i s t r y  C h a i r

j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m

The Visitation 
Ministry Team at 
First Congregational 
United Church of 
Christ continued 
to reach out to 

members and friends throughout 
the busy holiday season with visits, 
telephone calls, and cards.  The pandemic 
that has controlled our actions and 
overwhelmed the news for the past two 
years is still with us.  However, we are 
all learning how to enjoy our family and 
friends and go about our daily lives in ways that 
keep us all safe and comfortable.

Yet, many people still remain isolated and alone.  
This is difficult and painful to experience, but 
that is where the Visitation Team focuses.  We 
are here to reach out to persons experiencing 
this situation – we simply need to know who 
you are.  To do this we need the help of all the 
FCUCC community.  Please, let us know if you 

or someone you know could use the personal 
connection with a fellow member of the FCUCC 
community by contacting me.
(ealav.6893@gmail.com / 646-345-5357)

(P.S.:  We welcome persons who would like 
to give a little of their time to join with the 
Visitation Team in this effort.  This might be with 
in-person safe visits, telephone calls, cards, or 
notes.  If you are interested or want a little more 
information, please contact Elizabeth Vincent.)

A Happy and Blessed New Year!
FCUCC’s Stephen Ministers join together in this wish for you and yours.  We 
begin 2022 with hope and a prayer for strength and wisdom as we continue 
to walk beside members and friends beginning this New Year with burdens 
that may strip them of the Christmas Gift of hope, joy, and peace.  

Persons experiencing a difficult and/or troubling time are encouraged to talk 
with trusted family or friends.  However, there are times when all you want 
is a listening ear and a caring heart.  Someone who will share time with you 
as you delve into the matter from different perspectives.  Someone who will 
not be judging you or giving you their opinion on how you should think or 
feel.  This is a Stephen Minister, and we are available for as long or short a 
time as you need.  

So, as we start on the adventure of 2022, sprinkle a bit of that Christmas Gift 
on each day – and if you need a little help let us know.  We are here for you! 
Persons wanting to connect with a Stephen Minister should contact Pastor 
Jacque at jacque@fcucc.org.

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t r y :  W i s h i n g  Y o u . . .
b y  R e v .  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t ,  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r

j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m
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P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t :  R a m b l i n g  M a n
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n , C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n
c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

Atherton Noyes was born in 1862 in New York, 
second son of Rev. Daniel P. Noyes, Presbyterian 
pastor and later secretary of the American Home 
Missionary Society, and Helen M. Means. He 
graduated from Yale in 1885 with a BA and 
briefly was a tutor before entering Harvard 
Medical School. Soon his health caused him to move to Colorado, 
where he held jobs in ranching, banking (Aspen), and real estate 
(Colorado Springs). His teaching career started from 1892, first as 
secretary of the Colorado Summer School, followed by instructing 
in English at Colorado College's Cutler Academy, and a year later 
in English and Greek at Colorado College itself. From 1899 he was 
Assistant Professor in English and Greek and for a few years Dean of 
the Faculty. 

During those years Atherton traveled regularly to New England, where in 1901, in New Hampshire, 
he married Margaret (Mary) Davenport Fette. The couple went to live at 10 Columbia Street, but 
travel continued, including a trip to Greece, and the two youngest of their four children were born in 
resp. Boston and New Hampshire. They attended South (Second) Congregational Church of Colorado 
Springs and Atherton was their trustee for a few years, but they never formally became members. 
However, when in 1904 Pastor Manly Ormes took some of his congregation to FCUCC, they went 
with him and became members on letters of transfer from Massachusetts. At FCUCC, 
Prof. Noyes served as trustee for many years and he 
also became president of the Brotherhood, the men's 
class started in 1908. In 1913, for the Yale Quarter-
centenary Record he stated: “I have had no fireworks, 
but life is good… helped by ... recreation time spent in 
our cabin on the slopes of Cheyenne Mountain.”

Atherton and his siblings donated in memory of 
their parents the, now lost, Winged Victory of 
Samothrace statue for the main hall of Colorado 
College's Coburn Library. Though Noyes was a 
full professor in English at the college from 1913, 
where he published Matthew Arnold's Poetry -An 
Appreciation, New England kept beckoning. He took 
a one year exchange position at Harvard in 1915 
and in 1919 became instructor in English at both 
Harvard and Ratcliffe, where he would publish 
Katharsis in Literature and in Life and from where he 
would retire in 1928. In 1921 Mary and Atherton 
requested their transfer letters from FCUCC to “any 
Christian church,” but they later attended First 
Congregational in Boston. Atherton Noyes died 
from pneumonia, as a complication of cancer, in 
1938 in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Prof. Atherton Noyes

Winged Victory of Samothrace in Coburn Library (Colorado 
College Special Collections)
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B o o k  D i s c u s s i o n  G r o u p 
A failed bank robber flees into an open house apartment viewing, taking its eight 
prospective buyers hostage.  As the pressure mounts, these eight strangers slowly 
begin opening up to one another and reveal long-hidden truths.

That is the start of Anxious People by Fredrick Backman (author of A Man 
Called Ove.) Anxious People is the next book that the FCUCC Book Discussion 
Group is studying.  We will meet on Sunday, January 23 at 4pm in the 
Gregg Library at First Congregational Church. 
This is one of those books that some may find hard to get into at first.  It may 
seem rather silly and a little dark or depressing.  I hope you will “stick with 
it”, but even if you hate the book, come and discuss it with us.  Sometimes 
that makes for the best discussion.  We will also be choosing three more 
books to round out the year.  So please join us and bring your suggestions!

Beautiful moments captured at the 2021 Reaching In, Reaching 
Out Retreat (sponsored by the Mission Giving & Outreach 
Committee, at Benet Hill Monastery. Please see the article on 
page 13, written by MG&O Chair, Pauli Hubbard.
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The First Congregational Church office staff is in search of temporary volunteer help in 
early 2022! Baby Rumple is due at the very beginning of February and I will be going 
on maternity leave for six weeks. We are seeking volunteers who can provide general 
help anytime between January 24 - March 25.  I realize this window covers longer than 
6 weeks, but babies’ arrivals are unpredictable!

We already have wonderful volunteers we see each week,* but are 
looking for additional help with the following days and times:

 Mondays  12-3:30 p.m.
 Tuesdays  12-3:30 p.m.
 Wednesdays 8:30-12 p.m. 
 Thursdays  8:30-12 p.m.
 PLUS  - Thursday, February 3, 12-3:30 p.m.  
  - Thursday, March 3,   12-3:30 p.m.

Help includes:
 - Clerical tasks (making copies, basic data  
   entry, sorting mail)
 - General office tasks (greeting people, answering the phone, taking messages)
 - Anything that helps Emily!
We will accept any amount of help – whether you want to volunteer one day, multiple days, or consistently 
each week!

If interested, please contact Rachel (rachel@fcucc.org) and I 
will thank you profusely and schedule you for some dates. I 
must include a HUGE shout out of gratitude to Curt Daniel, 
Phyllis White, Sue Prendinger, and Judy Cunningham, who 
we already have the privilege of seeing in the office each week. 
Their help is invaluable!

T e m p o r a r y  O f f i c e  V o l u n t e e r s
b y  R a c h e l  R u m p l e ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t
r a c h e l @ f c u c c . o r g

FCUCC Prayer Shawl 
Ministry
We're baaaa...ck!
Actually, we never left! Our needles and 
hooks have been busily clicking and 
our prayers ongoing throughout the 
pandemic. We're on holiday break now, but we will start 
anew on Thursday, January 6 or 13. We meet on Thursdays 
at 11:30 a.m. in the Gregg Library for devotions, music, 
prayer, and of course, knitting and crocheting. We would 
love to have you join us and we will be happy to assist those 
who may "needle" little help!

Our mission is to prayerfully knit and/or crochet prayer 
shawls for those who are going through a difficult time. 
Members are invited to request a prayer shawl with the cards 
in the pews or by contacting the church office.

On January 9, 2022, we will begin  
sign-ups for Nine-to-Dine.  You will be 
able to sign up to be part of this activity 
in the Founders' Room or Atrium after 
Sunday services. You can also sign up 
by emailing Lynne Stefonik and, if you 
would like to be a group leader, please 
include that information in your email, 
to:  stefolc@comcast.net

Nine-to-Dine activities include groups 
of nine adults from FCUCC that meet 
together once per month to share a meal.  
Meeting places and dates are determined 
by the people in each group.  

Nine-to-Dine is designed so that 
members of our congregation can get to 
know each other in an informal setting.  
Please sign up only if you are fully 

vaccinated for Covid.
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First Congregational UCC of Colorado Springs is a friendly church. It is full of 
people who care. Yet, there are still some who find themselves needing support. 
What is there to do? We have a whole system of caring we call “Culture of Care.” 
For it to work, however, takes some communication. It takes the caring people of 
the congregation to let the office know when there is someone they think is in need 
of a visit, a call, a helping hand. It takes members and friends calling the church to 

let us know when someone is in the hospital, facing surgery, or ill at home. When we know of someone 
who is needing some support, we as the church can be there in the form of a Stephen Minister, Visitor, 
Congregational Nurse, or a Pastor. There are folks who deliver prayer shawls and flowers, send cards, 
make phone calls, and reach out in a number of ways so that people do not feel alone in their time of 
need. But we need your help. Here are a number of ways you can help. 

VISITATION MINISTRY
Sometimes we just need to have someone check in on us. There are many singles who live alone that 
would like to know that there is someone looking out for them. Visitors are the people who call to say 
"Hi," deliver meals, or report to the pastors any other needs. They are the connectors that identify when 
folks need more than they can provide. They help set the wheels in motion. They can contact the church 
for you, put names on the prayer list etc. Contact Rev. Elizabeth Vincent, the Coordinator of Visitation 
Ministries (joatforever69@gmail.com).

STEPHEN MINISTRY  LOOKOUT
Our Stephen Ministers are well-trained lay caregivers, able to provide a very high level of emotional 
and spiritual care to people experiencing a wide range of life difficulties. It’s free, it’s confidential, and 
it’s a very powerful way our church can reach out and minister to people who are hurting. As a Stephen 
Ministry Lookout, you can play a crucial role in our Stephen Ministry by helping identify people who 
are hurting and connecting them to our Stephen Ministry. Contact Judy Kort, our Stephen Ministry 
Coordinator (ajkort@msn.com).

PRAYER NETWORK
Send a name for the Confidential Prayer Network to Agnes Kehoe (aggylee1128@gmail.com). A group of 
people who are dedicated to intercessory prayer will continue to pray for everyone on the  list. Agnes 
keeps us updated. The bulletin prayer list (Congregational Life) is more public. Anyone that would like 
their name in the bulletin must give consent and send information to the office by Wednesdays. 

PRAYER PARTNERS
Stephen Ministers are also involved in a new outreach ministry after Sunday Service. Trained to be 
confidential and sensitive to the prayer needs of others, Stephen Ministers are available in the Carey 
Chapel right after the service. A greeter will wait in the hallway to direct those in need of prayer so that 
there is privacy during their meeting. This time of intense listening and seeking God’s healing presence is 
needed especially during times of stress.

CONGREGATIONAL NURSES
We have a few registered nurses who have made their skills and expertise available to our congregation. 
Lesli Weaver is our official Congregational Nurse and receives referrals from the pastors to check on 
individuals who have just returned home after hospital stays or have a medical concern. The beauty of a 
Congregational Nurse is her connection to the congregation, her medical advocacy skills, and her gifts of 
spiritual support. Contact Lesli Weaver (opuntia@juno.com).

Finally, we don’t expect you to remember all this. It’s just good to know that there are people who are 
organized to help. The easiest way to be sure someone gets help is to contact the office (office@fcucc.org / 
719.635.3549), or text your Minister of Pastoral Care, Pastor Jacque Franklin, (719.510.9113).

A  C u l t u r e  o f  C a r e
b y  R e v .  D r .  J a c q u e  F r a n k l i n ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  P a s t o r a l  C a r e

j a c q u e @ f c u c c . o r g
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The above photos were taken on Decem-
ber 12, on the Front Portico. This was 
our first Christmas Carols and Pizza 
Party!

We had a wonderful turnout with great 
voices, fellowship, and fun!
 
We look forward to making this an annual 
event at FCUCC!

Photos below portray various Kids' 
Community Worship and Faith 
Formation activities: 

- Sawyer and Amelia Radtke with their 
angelic hand puppets.

- Connie Kreider sharing about the 
Afghani Children. 

- Painting of life-sized nativity characters.
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A recent conversation with a 
friend highlighted the word 
Service.

Most of you are Servants 
with a capital S! Our discussion, however, 
evolved around the attitude of Service. One 
type of serving circles around a particular task; 
for example, hammering a nail for Habitat for 
Humanity, cooking a meal, supporting a new 
immigrant, or teaching a children’s class at 
church. The other service is part of life style; 
for instance, hammering a nail for Habitat for 
Humanity, cooking a meal, supporting a new 
immigrant, or teaching a children’s class at 
church.

What?! 
Am I missing something you might ask... the 
lists look the same! Yes and no. One person 
completes a task of service and then goes on their 
merry way while the other lives their life into the 
service. It is all about attitude and why we are 
here at this time. 

Service! We saw an example of this in our 2021 
Mission Fair on September 26. Excitement, 
Passion, and Engagement all showed themselves 
in the displays and the faces of each grantee. 
They were excited to share with us what they 
did and how YOU helped them, through your 
faithful contributions! 

Service as lifestyle is becoming the hands, ears, 
eyes and feet of GOD. Others may wring their 
hands in despair, but we at First Congregational 
Church of Colorado Springs are learning to live 
out our faith daily. 

Thank you!

PS: Looking to learn to transform your service 
tasks to a lifestyle? Join MG&O and together we 
will help change our worlds. 

Photos on this page portray participating 
organizations and attendees to the Mission Fair.

M G & O :  S e r v i c e  i n  M a n y  W a y s
b y  P a u l i  H u b b a r d , M G & O  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r

m g o @ f c u c c . o r g
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C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e :  O c t o b e r  3 1 - D e c e m b e r  1 9 ,  2 0 2 1
E m i l y  B o n d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
e m i l y @ f c u c c . o r g
CONGRATULATIONS to new grandmother Ani Rose Whaleswan & daughter 
Marisol Whaleswan and Ben Brunson on the birth of their son, Zathyhia Ignacio 
Brunson on Oct. 24, and to Kate (Henjum) and Bill Jaffee on the birth of Wyatt 
Joseph Jaffee on Oct. 14, and overjoyed grandparents Nancy Henjum and Steve Kern. 
We also extend congratulations to Marie Newbrough, who has just accepted a job at 
the Fountain Valley School.

THANK YOU to many people for many things! Including ALL who provided food and assisted for the Fall 
Festival; the Stewardship Team and Connie Raub for their outstanding leadership during the Stewardship 
Campaign; Paul Schwotzer for recording this year’s Stewardship theme song, “Here Comes the Sun.” We are 
grateful to the many musicians who have performed during worship, including Victoria Hansen, the Flute 
Choir, the Chancel Choir, the Bells of Saint Vrain, and the Summit Ensemble of the Colorado Springs 
Children’s Chorale. Thank you to all the facilitators and teachers of Sunday School, Godly Play, and OWL: 
Our Whole Lives – including Pete Hokanson, Polly Strovink, Rick Shick, Jean Hagerman, Alysa Webb, 
Jessica Babbs, Lynne Stefonik, Marilyn Fife, Denise Ellsworth, Charles Barber and Jeanie Tate. Thank 
you to Larry Patzer and Chris Hall for the installation of Pat Patzer’s Christmas Quilt in the Atrium. We are 
grateful to all who assisted with the Hanging of the Greens for our Advent & Christmas season, and to The 
Mystery Team for all of their hardwork, along with two of our nurses, Sara Peek and Nancy Lippincott 
who administrated the Covid-19 testing of all the participants of The Mystery! Finally, we are so thankful to 
everyone who has been assisting with time and donations for the Afghan families we are supporting, who 
have just arrived in Colorado Springs.

CONDOLENCES were given to Lisa Mason, on the passing of her mother, Barbara Carlton on October 1 - a 
member of FCUCC since 1957; to Alyce Morgan, on the loss of her sister Jean Marie Gottardo; to Rosemary 
DeBacker, on the passing of her husband Richard on September 16; to Arnie Sparnins, whose mother, 
Velta Sparnins, passed away Nov 2, at age 93; to Nancy Law, whose mother, Joanne Majors, passed away 
November 22; to Pauli Hubbard and Amy Velimirovich, on the sudden loss of their niece’s husband, Matt; 
and to Miriam dePlomb whose cousin Mike Gurrie, passed away. 

PRAYERS have been given to Sandi Shroads and her husband Frank Actis, Mark and Kathy Acton (David’s 
parents) and Laurie Hopper (David’s aunt), all of whom have been recovering from Covid. We send 
good wishes for a swift recovery to Dave Bribach (recovering from shoulder surgery), both Barbie Clark 
and Elizabeth Vincent (who are recovering from falls), Brian Hofflander (recovering from a pulmonary 
embolism), and to Marie Newbrough, who has been recovering from surgery and Covid. We continue to 
pray for Tom Francis’ stepfather Rob Blair, who has been recovering from transplant surgery, and for Dr. 
Don’s mother June Gardener, who has been moved to assisted living. Prayers to Angie Adams’ brother Bart 
Chimenti in New Mexico, who is undergoing treatment for acute leukemia, and to Betty Lynn Mahaffy who 
was diagnosed with ALS. We pray for Richard Grebenstein as well as Joe and Judy Pickle and Reba and 
Verl Holmes who are all dealing with health concerns. Susan Holman has been diagnosed with Temporal 
Arteritis, and Linda Mooney recovering from hip surgery. Jane Ridings’ mother, Joan Witter is dealing with 
various health concerns. Finally, we continue praying for those who are in treatment for cancer, including Don 
Longbottom, Gayle Jordan, Ketley Pierre, Nancy Cain, Pat Steffens, Dot Semmens, Linda LeMieux, Judy 
McNew, and Jill Robinson’s dad.

PASTORAL CARE NEEDED?
Please keep your Church Family apprised of 

any needs you have. Pastor Jacque Franklin and 
Congregational Nurses, Lesli Weaver or Sara 

Peek are available. 
Please email them - jacque@fcucc.org, opuntia@

juno.com, or speek@rmjcapital.com.

INTERCESSORY  PRAYER NETWORK

Agnes Kehoe is the new coordinator of FCC's 
Intercessory Prayer Network. This team is here for 
you, your friends, your families... anyone in need 

of prayers. Private requests can be made directly to 
Agnes - (815) 271-0761 / aggylee1128@gmail.com.
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APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
- Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
- Historian 

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
Carolyn Dickerson
- Audio/Visual
Ellen Ranz Miller
- Children’s & Family Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Facility Improvement
Polly Strovink
- Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
- Gregg Library
Steve Getty 
- Grounds
Karol Finch
- Historical
Eric Ridings
- Human Resources
Agnes Kehoe
- Intercessory Prayer Network
Jill Robinson
- Just Peace
Lynne Stefonik
- JWW Lectureship Series
Hope Woodhead
- Kitchen Witches 
Eleanor Law
- Chancel Stewards Ministry
Sid Shelton
- Maintenance
Pauli Hubbard
- Mission Giving & Outreach
Cynthia Riley
- Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
- The Mystery
Jane Gazal
- Prayer Shawl Ministry
Paul McNeill
- Reopening Task Force
John Stefonik
- Risk Reduction & Response
Tom Healy
- Safety Team
Ceil Malek
- Spiritual Life
Judy Kort
- Stephen Ministry
Connie Raub
- Stewardship
Ardith Hanson 
- The Forum
Elizabeth Vincent
- Visitation Ministry

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom
- Transitional Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
- Minister of Pastoral Care
Emily Bond
- Director of Administration & 
  Communications
David Acton
- Director of Music Ministry
Rachel Rumple
- Administrative Assistant
Sarah Lund
- Co-Dir. of Children’s & Family Ministry 
Josh Rumple
- Director of Youth Ministry

CHURCH COUNCIL
Bill Kemp
- Moderator
Paul McNeill
- Vice Moderator
Polly Strovink
- Treasurer
Jane Ridings
- Secretary
Margaret Reiber
- Care & Fellowship
John Felps
- Outreach
Minette Church
- Worship & Spiritual Life
Laura Pfender
- Education

AD HOC STAFF
OPEN
- Wedding Coordinator
Connie Raub, Ani Rose Whaleswan
- Memorial Services Coordinators 
Amy Colwell
- Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF
Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
- Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Robert Scheafer
- Custodians

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

LEADERSHIP CULTIVATION COMMITTEE
OPEN
- Chair
Debra Buenting
Jill Cameron
Kisti Felps
Julia Nace
Connie Raub
Eric Ridings

VOLUNTEER  POSITIONS
Ceil Malek
- Communion Coordinator
Lesli Weaver, RN
- Congregational Nurse
Sara Peek
- Congregational Nurse 
Marsha Garrett 
- Liturgist Coordinator
Tom Healy, Judy Cunningham
- Head Ushers
Phyllis White 
- Flute Choir
Judy Cunningham, Curt Daniel, 
Sue Prendinger, Phyllis White, 
- Office Volunteers
Pete Hokanson
- The Communicator Proof-Reader
OPEN
- Flowers Coordinator

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Patty Walker 
- 4-Way Covenant

Liz Shelton
- Seminarian

Samantha Garrett
Josh Rumple
AniRose Whaleswan 
- Members in Discernment



THE COMMUNICATOR is usually published bi-monthly, and takes a break during the 
summer. The next issue will be March / April 2022.

The Communicator includes information about the life of First Congregational Church 
and the people of the church. Instead, Primo Congo Weekly (our weekly eblast) will be 
more of an informational notice of upcoming events and worship. You can sign-up to 

receive this weekly notice via our website: www.fcucc.org.

If you have something you would like to contribute to The Communicator, please make 
a note of the deadline to submit an article. Articles should be 500 words or less. We 

invite you to submit articles relevant to the life of our congregation.  
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (March/April 2022 issue)  
is Tuesday, February 15, 2022. 

Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.

 REQUIREMENTS: • Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
   • Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
   • If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, race, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


