APRIL 2019

An Easter for Mission
Giving and Outreach

b y R e v . H e a t h e r H a g i n d u f f , Lead Minister
heather@fcucc.org

to our local community.

In February, FCC voted a balanced budget and we celebrated that we don’t have
to make changes to our staff in 2019. In that special congregational meeting, it was
highlighted that our budget was made three ways: bold increases of household
giving, one time gifts that equal $60k and individuals decreasing their gifts to
Mission Giving and Outreach. While it might have been the right thing to do,
some people were concerned about not being able to distribute as much money

I remember a conversation that Benjamin Broadbent and I had many years ago about how much money it
took to bring teenagers on mission trips. If each young person has to raise $750 and thirty youth are going
on the trip, that equals $22,500 for our group. Ben and I talked about the real difference we could make if we
just sent an organization a check. This doesn’t ever work though. For one, without the human connection,
people won’t raise that much money. And it is a paternalistic model of giving. It begs the question, “Is
distributing checks to organizations the most inspiring expression of our church’s mission?”
With the decrease in MG&O giving, there has been talk about using this
opportunity to get ourselves giving with our hands and feet. While an
interesting alternative, there can be similar snares in volunteerism too. In
this post-colonial world, mission work is confusing. Both evangelicals and
progressives alike are challenged by the results of Christian missionaries and
the damage that has been done to people around the globe. We can easily
slip into thinking that we can somehow make life better for others (according
to our standards of living). We want to help people “in need”, which many
times can come off as offensive. Think about it. How many of us like it when
people swoop in to fix our problems, giving us unsolicited advice, without
even knowing us or our circumstances?
Ironically, it was our 2019 JWW speaker, Dr. Miguel De La Torre, who
introduced me to a missiology from the margins. Mission from the margins
means that before we go ahead with work projects or writing checks, we go
to the margins and ask people what they need and we listen to their answers.
Missions from the margins means that we have an “Immersion-Emersion”
experience.
You may have guessed that the immersion stage is one where a person leaves
everyday life to spend time with people on the margins.
We do not fix people’s problems. We actually don’t help people. We give
up our hero complex by immersing ourselves in a world different than our
own, hoping to hear the stories of God’s people and to be continued on page 2
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in service to them. Our focus is not on how we can
change the people we are serving, but on how we
can serve people by changing ourselves.
In the emersion stage, we form and deepen how we
live our faith. The emersion stage asks the questions,
“How has serving changed me?”, “What do I believe
about God as a result?” and “How can I serve in a
more regular fashion?” If we emerge from mission
experiences and return to our old lives unchanged,

then we have missed an opportunity to follow Jesus
more intently.
This Easter, Mission Giving and Outreach at FCC
is being transformed as a result of a decrease. And,
Easter people know, resurrection is never “business
as usual.” Whether we write checks or serve in the
community, we are invited to be transformed by
being in solidarity with the ones on the margins. For
Jesus, our Liberator, is always there, whispering,
calling and transforming us from the margins.

WORSHIP - APRIL 2019

Lent & Easter 2019: Cultivating and Letting Go
“Faith is a place of mystery, where we find the courage to believe in what we cannot
see and the strength to let go of our fear of uncertainty.”
-The Gifts of Imperfection: Let Go of Who You Think You’re Supposed to Be and
Embrace Who You Are by Brené Brown.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
APRIL 7 – 8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

Today, Pastor Heather preaches on Cultivating Lavish Love and Letting Go of Ego. We
celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion at both services. Iris Lund shares a piano
solo, and the Chancel Choir shares the spiritual “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” during
the 11 a.m. service.

PALM / PASSION SUNDAY
APRIL 14 – 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.

During this Multi-Generational Worship service, Pastor Heather preaches on Cultivating
Loyalty and Letting Go of Betrayal. The Clarinet Quartet (Akio Lis, Sarah Lund, Anabelle
Malcolm and Jay Norman) shares special music, and a liturgical draping of the Chancel,
choreographed by Thea Roland, prepares us all for Holy Week.

MAUNDY THURSDAY + GOOD FRIDAY
See page 16 for further information

EASTER SUNDAY
APRIL 21 – 6:30, 9:00 & 11:00 A.M.

Sunrise Worship will welcome Easter on the Front Portico led by Candace Woods at
6:30 a.m. Multi-Generational Worship in the Sanctuary at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. features
the Bells of St. Vrain Handbell Ensemble and the Chancel Choir with David Acton and
guest trumpet Julie MacTaggart.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 28 – 8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

This Confirmation Sunday, we celebrate the culmination of the 2018-2019 Confirmation
Class with the Confirmands leading worship and the Women’s Ensemble singing.
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Preparing for
R e v . D r. M i g u e l D e L a To r r e

b y D e b r a B u e n t i n g , J W W L e c t u r e s h i p Te a m M e m b e r
doctordeb55@gmail.com
De La Torre - JWW Lectureship Speaker - May 10-12
Embracing Hopelessness: Shaking Up the Powers That Be
Upon returning from a mission trip he led to Mexico, Iliff professor, Dr. Miguel De La
Torre heard an American student talk about a little girl she encountered on the trip.
“I saw hope in her eyes,” the enthusiastic “missionary” said. At that moment, De La
Torre said he had an epistemological meltdown and responded, “I don’t know what
you saw in her eyes, but it wasn’t hope, because she’ll probably be prostituting herself
to put food on the table or be stuck in a bad marriage. There is no hope for her; she will
die in poverty as will her children.” His point was that many Christians have embraced
a
“hope” theology that absolves us of responsibility and presumes things will get better (for everyone, not just us);
God will take care of the rest.
My limited exposure to Cuban-born De La Torre’s ideas is personally revealing another layer of the
popular but utterly poisonous mantras that, “God is in control,” and “The poor will always be with
you,” spin on the gospel. I’m seeing that first-world privileges are directly linked to the continued
oppression of others. In other words, we individually and systemically profit from the suffering of
the rest.
Dr. De La Torre contends, if we come to embrace the actual hopeless of the oppressed, then we can be as radical
as we need to be in confronting injustice and becoming different kinds of Christians. This is the kind of paradigm
shift he will bring to our May JWW lectures.
In his latest book, Burying White Privilege: Resurrecting a Badass Christianity, De La Torre drew attention to
American exceptionalism—a theory launched before the United States was even a country—that God raised
up the new world as a sort of new-Jerusalem, “a shining city upon a hill.” In hindsight we might see this was
used to justify the colonists’ strategy to conquer
in Christ’s name by killing Native Americans and
enslaving Africans. You may recall The Light and the
Glory, a book by Peter Marshall that promoted these
ideas in the 1970s. One could argue the book reignited
this manifest destiny theology that helped usher in
The Moral Majority and the Trump era. If we have
problems, it’s because we have abandoned our calling
as the God’s chosen, so we need to get busy and Make
America Great Again.
De La Torre wrote, “God then, becomes the author of a
US exceptionalism justifying his white, chosen people
while relegating all non-whites to the margins of
society by normalizing, spiritualizing, and legitimizing
atrocities committed against Indians, blacks, Latinxs,
Asians, Jews, Muslims—in short, all non-whites and
non-Christians.”*
But De La Torre didn’t stop there. He painted an even
more dire picture with this: “White churchgoers have
historically been, and continue to be, the greatest
existential hazard for humanity, especially for the
dispossessed and disinherited. Since the foundation

of the republic, white
Christians have reigned
supreme
in
North
America
by
using
invasion, genocide, and
slavery as instruments
of political control.”**
Our
speaker
will
challenge much of our
Eurocentric, colonialbased perspectives that
keep us from viewing
the world in more
authentic terms. He will
confront the mindsets
that hinder much-needed radical faith experiments.
* De La Torre, M. (2019). Burying White Privilege:
Resurrecting a Badass Christianity. Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans Publishing Company. (p.21)
** (ibid). (p.12)
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Kids' Community Worship
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by Del Hokanson, Director of Children's & Family Ministry
del@fcucc.org

The TREE OF LIFE in the Atrium, is the
"concrete" visual that is central for our
children’s Lenten Journey, paralleling FCC's
Lent theme: Cultivating & Letting Go.” Each
week the children:
• Contemplated something about
themselves that they would (a) like to let go of, or (b) make smaller
inside themselves. They wrote their ideas on leaves. (Leaves
provide a factory for growth for a while but they actually need to
“let go” once their purpose is fulfilled. It keeps a tree healthy to “let
go.” There are things we say and do that we need to “let go” of to
keep healthy.)
• Contemplated what they would like to grow or make
bigger about themselves. They wrote these ideas on paper which
was then folded into peace cranes (birds/peace cranes are allured to
new growth.)

Tree of Life, by Jim Geary

Our sculpture will also play a role for Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday. Watch how the leaves “let go” and how peace cranes are
nourished and drawn to the fruit of our gifts, the things we want to
“grow” or “cultivate.”
P.S. During Lent, the children will produce a collection of names
that the sculpture inspires in them and then the congregation will
vote on them. The most popular name will then be given to Manitou
Artist, Jim Geary, who plans to create a plaque for his Tree of Life
in honor of FCC's adoption of his sculpture over Lent.

SEASON AFTER EPIPHANY: GIFTS FOR THE RESIDENTS AT THE VILLAGE AT SKYLINE

To complete our focus in January/February the children used their gifts to create gifts for the “world.” They
started the season creating models of themselves using buttons and pipe cleaners, which they shared with the
congregation. We then looked at their concentric circles of impact, starting with family, to school/friends and
then out into the world. FCC members and current residents at the Village at Skyline, Wil Green and Celia
Snyder, facilitated the distribution of “Sun Catchers” made by the children using recycled CD’s with reminder
messages that the residents at the Village at Skyline are loved by God, with a child’s name and age also on the
gift. It was so sweet to see the smiles as Wil, Celia, and I shared the gifts from our children with the residents.
Wil and Celia then supported another KC Worship by sharing photos and stories with the children, as follow
through that their thoughtfulness made a difference, even with complete strangers.
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Confirmation in 2019

b y C a n d a c e Wo o d s , D i r e c t o r o f Yo u t h a n d A d u l t M i n i s t r y
candace@fcucc.org

As you know, confirmation has
been underway this year, and
it has been such a joy to get
to know 8 of our dear youth
in different and deeper ways.
We’ve been exploring the stories of the life of Jesus
as depicted in the Gospel according to Luke. We’ve
been talk about what the kin-dom or will of God
actually means, because if we’re going to pray for
God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven,
we want to know what that looks like and how to
name it when we see it. Here’s an image of what our
whiteboard mind map looked like that day in class:
And this April, we’ll be finishing up our year of
confirmation with a retreat at La Foret (April 5-6) and Confirmation Sunday (April 28), during which
we’ll explore what resurrection actually means. How do we name the places and dreams and hopes
that have died inside of us and what does God’s resurrection look like? Instead of writing statements
of faith, as has been the norm for many years in confirmation classes, we’ll be writing our own stories
of faith, naming the places that we’ve seen the miracle of resurrection in our own lives. After that,
we’ll have the joy of blessing these students on Confirmation Sunday, as they step into life with new
understandings of God, community, and their own selves.

One BIG Question
April 7
April 28

One Big Question this month will only have
two gatherings, April 7 & 28, as April 14 is
Palm Sunday. All are invited to join the Palm
Sunday Parade around the block.
April 21 is Easter Sunday, during which there
will be no Faith Formation offerings.
On the two Sundays that 1BQ is offered,
the Stewardship Team will be leading
conversations around questions of
stewarding our time, talent, and treasure.
Join the Team at 9:45 a.m. in the
Music Room for those conversations!
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The Forum in April

by Ardith Hanson, The Forum Chair
ardithmarie@gmail.com

Colorado Springs Needs POPS, and
Christian Spirituality Goes Well with Fly-Fishing

The Forum is brought to you by your Forum Team: Ardith Hanson, Don Allred, Cathy White,
Judith Rice-Jones, and Travis Hunter. Send your questions, comments, and ideas to Ardith Hanson (ardithmarie@
gmail.com). To receive The Forum Eblast, sign up during The Forum or contact Emily Bond (emily@fcucc.org). To listen
to past sessions of The Forum, visit www.fcucc.org, select “ministries” then “adult” then “The Forum.”

The Forum takes place most Sundays,
9:45-10:45 a.m. in the Carey Chapel located off
of the Founders’ Room.

APRIL 7: Kent Obee

Why Colorado Springs Needs POPS (Protect Our Parks)

Kent was born in Colorado Springs and returned after retiring from a long
career in Foreign Service with postings in India, Pakistan, Nepal, Tanzania,
South Africa and D. C. Almost immediately upon his return, he fell into
a second "career" in open space preservation -- first with the effort to save
the Stratton Open Space and then two terms each on the TOPS Working
Committee and Parks Advisory Board and ending up as chair of each group.
He is currently leader of Save Cheyenne -- the citizen-volunteer non-profit
which led the fight against the City/Broadmoor Hotel land swap of the part
of historic North Cheyenne Canyon Park known as Strawberry Fields. They
are now advocating for voter protection of all of our parklands and open spaces.

Kent Obee

APRIL 14: PALM SUNDAY

No session of The Forum

April 21: Easter

No session of The Forum

April 28: Rev. Dr. James White

Christian Spirituality and Fly-Fishing

Many men go fishing all of their lives without knowing that it
is not fish they are after.”
- Henry David Thoreau.
Join us today as our former pastor discusses his new book:
Fly-fishing the Arctic Circle to Tasmania: A Preacher’s
Adventures and Reflections. Jim was a “fisher of men and
women” and leader of our congregation from 1989-2005.
He has also been a senior fishing guide and a leader of
spirituality and fly-fishing retreats.

James White, the Ministery and the Fisherman
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Give Me Shelter

b y R e v. D r. J a c q u e F r a n k l i n , M i n i s t e r o f P a s t o r a l C a r e
jacque@fcucc.org

How do I help? That’s the question this article attempts to answer for those who
encounter someone who needs shelter. In Colorado Springs there are several options.
1)
Dial 211 – this emergency hotline contacts a community navigator that
connects someone to services that fit their needs. Information for the suicide
hotline, emergency childcare, to shelter system are just some examples of what
is available by phone.
2)
Transport to a shelter - Springs Rescue Mission is the central shelter
location. It is currently a year-round low barrier (no requirement for entry)
with the interest of keeping people safe, warm, and alive. Located at 5 West Las
Vegas Street, contact numbers are 719.884.2758 or 719.314.2398.
They have a comprehensive website with many services listed. Other Shelters
are RJ Montgomery Center, TESSA, Urban Peak (youth 16-20).
Shelter providers cooperate through the Continuum of Care (PPCoC).
3)
Contact CSPD - 444.7000 for the Homeless Outreach Team (HOT)
officers who are trained with information, referral, and mental health resources,
and can transport to providers.
4)
Text or call your Minister of Pastoral Care, (me) 719.510.9113
for support. Our outreach efforts are not always welcome or successful.
Homelessness is a difficult and complicated issue that requires a whole
community effort.
Another way to help long term is to get involved with the Mission Giving &
Outreach Committee in their efforts to address homelessness on the
Congregation’s behalf. Or join a Just Peace Affinity group on homelessness that
will study, pray, and discern JUST and PEACEFUL ways to respond to the current
needs of folks without a home. Check out our new Just Peace bulletin board in the Founders' Room for
more information. Thanks for asking!

~ Save the Date ~
Silver Threads Luncheon
Created for our community of folk 75 years and older
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2019
AT 11:30 A.M.

the Founders' Room, First Congregational Church
~ THe Jazz Age ~ 1920s
~ Lunch lovingly prepared
by Patti White & Company
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Partners In Housing - Stepping
F o r w a r d To w a r d s H o p e a n d H o m e
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by Mary Jane Ray, MG&O Committee Memmber
mjray9999@yahoo.com

Her story started as many have, with a divorce, a serious, career-ending injury, medical,
and hospital bills. I was quite surprised when the attractive, well-dressed, thirty-something
year-old woman standing before Pauli Hubbard and me started talking about her journey - and that she
had once been a client of Partners In Housing (PIH). She had been homeless, living out of her car, and
unable to feed her children. Now, here she was, working for PIH as the Development Director. She gives
PIH credit for “turning her life around.”
Pauli Hubbard (MG&O chairperson) and I were on a “Field Trip and Tour” of the offices of PiH, located
on the campus of the Myron Stratton Home. PIH is one of eight grantees that received a $2,500 grant from
our church last year.
Their Mission sounds simple: To give families in crisis, hope and opportunities, providing one-year
transitional housing in Colorado Springs, and supportive services, so they can become self-sufficient. And
they have been doing it for twenty-seven years! These services include:
1) Housing			
3) Life Skills Classes
2) Case Management
4) Budget and Credit Counseling
They also have a “dress of success” store, where clients can come to pick
out new and gently-used clothing for job interviews. The store also has
housewares, games and toys, and almost anything someone would need
to set up an apartment. The clients get this intensive support for up
to one year. And it works really well! The success rate is between 8085%, - meaning participants that graduate from the program become
self-sufficient, have stable housing and are able to support themselves
and their children. The counselors know that consistent employment is
key to stability, so they encourage clients to pursue new jobs, degrees or
certificates to advance their careers and increase earning potential.
PIH is not a quick fix or an emergency shelter; they are set up to give
families a “hand-up not a hand out”. It takes a bit of time for each client
to be evaluated. And it may take a while to get into housing, depending
on the size of the family and the units available at the time. They have
65 housing units and are presently serving 121 families. What really
impressed me was how well PIH works with other non-profit agencies,
especially Urban Peak and
What can I do?
TESSA that are also located on
the Myron Stratton Campus.
Donate and Volunteer

They have about two hundred
volunteers, but they can use more. The day that we were there, they were
waiting for volunteers to arrive - to sort clothing for the store. Donations:
money (of course), but also household goods, pots and pans, dishes,
cleaning supplies, toilet paper, and paper towels. They can even take
clean, gently used mattresses.
If you are interested in finding out more about Partners In Housing, learn
more at www.partnersinhousing.org/ or call 719.473.8890.
Location: 455 Gold Pass Heights, M-F 8:30 a.m to 4:30 p.m.
Mary Stegner, Executive Director.
Karen Kantor, Development Director.
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Lenten Film Series Continues

by Jerry White, Lenten Film Series Leader
gerald.white@mindspring.com

Friday, 5 April

Scripture: Psalm 126 and
John 12: 1-8
My Man Godfrey
Examples of the genre “Screwball
Comedy” are rarely seen during the
FCC Lenten Film series, but we’ll
make an exception for this wonderful film starring
William Powell and Carole Lombard. Powell
portrays Godfrey, a “forgotten man” in the FDR
sense, down and out, as were so many in the ‘30’s.
Lombard (who had previously been married to Powell
in real life) plays Irene, younger daughter in the very
well-to-do Bullock family. She recruits Godfrey to
“buttle” for her somewhat unhinged family. Strange
happenings ensue, but there is definitely a message
here (somewhere). We’ll view the newly restored
Criterion version.
“God, but this film is beautiful. The cinematography by Ted
Tetzlaff is a shimmering argument for everything I've ever
tried to say in praise of black and white. Look me in the eye
and tell me you would prefer to see it in color. The restored
version on the Criterion DVD is particularly alluring in its
surfaces. Everything that can shine, glimmers: the marble
floors, the silver, the mirrors, the crystal, the satin sheen of
the gowns. There is a tactile feel to the furs and feathers of the
women's costumes, and the fabric patterns by designer Louise
Brymer use bold splashes and zigs and zags of blacks and
whites to arrest our attention. Every woman in this movie,
in every scene, is wearing something that other women at a
party would kill for. These tones and textures are set off with
one of those 1930s apartments that is intended to look like a
movie set, all poised for entrances and exits.” [Roger Ebert]
This was the first film to receive Oscar nominations in
all 4 acting categories, plus nominations for directing
and screenplay.
(Directed by Gregory La Cava, 1936, 90 min, English)

Friday 12 April

Scripture: Psalm 22 and Luke 19: 28-40
The Great Buster
“Wildly ambitious, visionary, fearless and more
physically gifted than any comedian before or
since, Buster Keaton is revered and beloved, an
enduring icon. And yet we barely know him.
Peter Bogdanovich’s soulful tribute pulls us close. First, he
reveals Keaton’s too-strange-to-imagine childhood—he was
treated as a projectile as an infant, and as a toddler was a
veritable vaudeville star. We follow Buster’s unstoppable rise
to fame. And then we see the cruel late decades of obsolescence
and commodification. In a brilliant twist, Bogdanovich then

takes a third-act backtrack to Keaton’s 1920 highlight reel:
an unimaginably fertile nine-year creative burst rivaling
that of any artist, in any medium, in any era. Bogdanovich
weaves an exquisite, bittersweet epic, pulling equally from
heartache and pleasure; each crystalline moment connects
us to the purest, most enduring of performers.” [Jason
Silverman, Telluride Film Festival]
(Directed by Peter Bogdanovich, 2018, 102 min,
English)

Friday 19 April - GOOD FRIDAY

El Norte
This film from 35 years ago illuminates
contemporary struggles as nothing we see
today.
“From the very first moments of El Norte, we
know that we are in the hands of a great movie.
It tells a simple story in such a romantic and poetic way
that we are touched, deeply and honestly, and we know we
will remember the film for a long time. The movie tells the
story of two young Guatemalans, a brother and sister named
Rosa and Enrique, and of their long trek up through Mexico
to El Norte -- the United States. Their journey begins in a
small village and ends in Los Angeles, and their dream is the
American Dream.
“But El Norte takes place in the present, when we who are
already Americans are not so eager for others to share our
dream. Enrique and Rosa are not brave immigrants who
could have been our forefathers, but two young people alive
now, who look through the tattered pages of an old Good
Housekeeping for their images of America.
“One of the most interesting things about the film is the way
it acknowledges all of the political realities of Latin America
and yet resists being a "political" film. It tells its story
through the eyes of its heroes, and it is one of the rare films
that grants Latin Americans full humanity. They are not
condescended to, they are not made to symbolize something,
they are not glorified, they are simply themselves. …
“El Norte is a great film, one of the year's best, for two different
kinds of reasons. One is its stunning visual and musical
power; the approach of the film is not quasi-documentary,
but poetic, with fantastical images that show us the joyous
hearts of these two people. The second reason is that this
is the first film to approach the subject of "undocumented
workers" solely through their eyes. This is not one of those
docudramas where we half-expect a test at the end, but a film
like The Grapes of Wrath that gets inside the hearts of its
characters and lives with them.” [Roger Ebert]
(Directed by Gregory Nava, 1984, 141 min, Spanish,
K’iche’, English with English subtitles)
See page 11 for more info.
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Parents
Out Partying Somewhere!
Saturday, April 13,
6:00 p.m.
Home of Sue Taylor and
Steve Getty

To be placed on the
distribution list or for more
information about POPS,
please contact Jane Ridings
at janeridings@hotmail.com.
As always, new names and
faces are welcome!

Recipients on the Distribution
List, please expect an Evite
- coming soon!

Stephen Ministry at FCC
by Elizabeth Vincent, Stephen Minister
joatforever69@gmail.com

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way,
you will fulfill the law of Christ.
- Galatians 6:2
What do we do when we meet a person who is carrying the “weight of the world”
on his or her back? That person might tell us about it, but most of the time we simply see it or sense it.
It’s that person, who is usually loquacious, yet is now quiet, distracted. The person who is suddenly
absent from the gym, school, work, or church. The neighbor whose garden, once that neighbor’s pride,
is now neglected. Something's up. We know it, we want to help, but what should we do?
Some of us have that beautiful gift of knowing just what to do, what to say, and when to listen. Most
of us, however, aren’t that comfortable. We don’t know what to do. That is when the Stephen Ministry
training becomes so invaluable. Stephen Ministers know that even the most gifted among us, do not
always know how to reach out and care, to “carry the burdens” of our fellow human beings. We need
to learn from the professionals and from those who are experienced in helping others through difficult
times.
Before stepping into the role of a Stephen Minister, each person completes fifty hours of training to
equip them with essential caring and relating skills. They learn how to listen to, care for, and walk with
those going through those difficult times in life. Training sessions cover a variety of topics, such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Feelings
The Art of Listening
The Nature of Caregiving
Establishing the Relationship
Confidentiality
Leaving Difficult Times

•
•
•
•
•

Communication
Ministering to the Grieving
The Stages of Grief
Sharing Loss
The Role of the Stephen Minister

Only upon completion of this training does a person become a Stephen Minister.
Yet the training does not end then. Each month the FCC Stephen Ministers meet and
receive additional training through presentations by professionals involved in pastoral ministry, health
care, hospice work, and community aide groups. FCC 's Stephen Ministers were blessed at the March
meeting to have the topic of "Caring for the Caregiver" addressed by Rev. Nita Matthews. The goal is
not to solve the problems of a care receiver, but to stay alert to the needs of that person and informed
on resources available to help in this.
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The Ache of Spring

by Steve Fehl, Bereavement Care Coordinator
sgfehl@gmail.com

As this is being written we are in the midst
of recovering from the remnants of the
Bomb Cyclone, Ulmer. However, when you
read this we will officially have begun the
season of spring with hopes of warmer temperatures, enjoying
longer days; thoughts of planting flowers and gardens, planning
outdoor activities involving family and friends, as well as
experiencing the emotions that come with the renewing of life.
But for some, spring brings an ache, feelings of loneliness and
emptiness, and the experience of isolation. For these individuals
spring is another reminder of the death of their loved one – a
spouse, a child, a very close friend, or an extended family
member. Spring brings memories of previous times where they
experienced the joys and wonders with their loved one. Spring
isn’t a reminder of newness for them, spring is just another
prompt of their individual struggle.

The reality is that you will
grieve forever. You will not
"get over" the loss of a loved
one; you will learn to live with
it. You will heal and you will
rebuild yourself around the
loss you have suffered. You
will be whole again but you
will never be the same. Nor
should you be the same nor
would you want to.
Elisabeth Kubler-Ross
Copyright: Elisabeth KublerRoss Family Limited Partnership.

In order to offer caring support for those who have experienced
the loss of a loved one through death, FCC offers a Grief Support
Group every Friday afternoon (3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.) in The
Dwelling Place. This is a ‘drop-in’ group so that individuals don’t have to feel they must make a longer
term commitment, rather the group is there when a person feels the need for support. Steve Fehl, a
member of First Congregational Church and the Bereavement Care Coordinator, serves as the group
facilitator. If you have questions about the group you can contact Steve (sgfehl@gmail.com).
Grief is harder to experience alone, grief is made easier with the support of others.

Friday Lenten
Film Series Schedule
- Every Friday during Lent -

COOKING SCHOOL
CORRECTION!
 isprint in the
M
March issue in
The Communicator.

Potluck - 6:30 p.m. (Founders’ Room)
Film - 7:00 p.m. (Sanctuary)
Discussion to follow
Questions or comments? Please contact Jerry
White (g e r a l d . w h i t e @ m i n d s p r i n g . c o m /
7 1 9 . 471.8215). Please also indicate if you will
need child care. 		
See page 9 for more info.

Please note the first
Cooking School session
is Friday, April 5 at 11;00
a.m. in the FCC Kitchen.
All are invited to
join Lisa Mason and
encouraged to wear
Kentuckey Derby hats,
for “Kentucky Derby
Cuisine.”

APRIL 2019

Peek in the Past:
The Deaf and Blind School
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by Chris Steenbergen, Church Historian
chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com

Among the founders of First Congregational Church in 1874 were three married
ladies, whose husbands didn't join. One was Lizzie F. McClaskey, wife of James D.
McClaskey. Not quite seven years a member, she died in 1881. Maria W. Potter, whose husband, John
Potter, was the first postmaster of Colorado Springs, was another. She was the sister of Lucy G. Nettleton,
wife of Edwin S. Nettleton, the city engineer. Both families were early Colorado Springs settlers. The
third founder was Mary E. Kennedy, who had arrived in 1872 with husband Jonathan R. Kennedy
and three deaf children, Matilda, Emma, and Orange. The Kennedys came from Kansas and they had
applied for a grant from the territorial government to establish a specialized school for deaf children.
With the approved grant and land donated by General Palmer they started the “Colorado Institute for
the Education of Mutes” in 1874 with seven pupils.
The school quickly expanded with Jonathan as Superintendent
and Mary as Matron. Of their children we know, that Orange
became Assistant Teacher in the school's workshop and that
Emma married fellow student Frank Chaney. They would
become the parents of Leonidas (“Lon”) Chaney, the twenties'
silent horror movie actor (The Hunchback of Notre Dame - 1923,
and The Phantom of the Opera - 1925).
Roswell H. King
was briefly Principal
at the school and
an FCC member
The Kennedys and staff in front of the school
(1880–1881). In that
period “internal friction” arose among the staff about the
management of the school, and the Kennedys resigned. After
Silent Film Actor, Lon Chaney
Jonathan died in 1883, Mary left for Montrose. With new
leadership, the school continued and in 1891 expanded to accept blind children. It was then renamed
the “Colorado School for the Deaf and the Blind.” At that time, FCC member (ultimately for forty-eight
years) Miss Mary E. Churchman became teacher in the Blind Music Department. She would teach there
for decades.
There may have been more connections between the school and FCC, but we know of only one. Longtime FCC member Wilber Fulker tought at the school and was the Principal for eighteen years. His
teaching aids for the blind were
famous: a beeping baseball, a cloverleaf
intersection model. He tought piano
lessons to the blind and played the
tuba - as depicted on the Uncle Wilber
Fountain in Acacia park. He was an
active member of FCC, serving on
boards and committees and singing in
the choir. For many years he supplied
the enormous Christmas tree in the
Founders' Room. Wilber died in 2011.
Wilber Fulker, from a school yearbook
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Tr a i l Tr e k k e r s H i k e s

b y Te d D r e s i e , Tr a i l Tr e k k e r s L e a d e r
Te d e r C O @ g m a i l . c o m
The 2019 hiking season is upon us and Bob and Karen Jones,
the new organizers for Trail Trekkers (formerly known as Hikes
and Walks) have met with twelve hike leaders and have selected
twenty-eight hikes for the season. The season will run from
April 26 to October 31. The trails that have been selected vary in
difficulty from EASY to MODERATE; some are flat trails, and
some have elevation gains. All of the hike distances will average 3-4 miles. Hikes are scheduled for weekdays,
however there are plans for an extended overnight trip to blend a hike with the Crested Butte Wildflower Festival.
This year, Ted Dresie will send an email announcement about upcoming hikes to those who are on the new
distribution list; description of the hike, hike leaders' email addresses and telephone number, and where and
when to meet. RSVP’s to participate in a hike must be sent to the hike leader this year. Please do NOT send
RSVP’s to Ted Dresie. Each hike will include a suggestion for a dining venue at the conclusion of hikes.
To remain on or be added to the Trails Trekkers Distribution list, please send an email with the following details:
Your Name, Email Address, Telephone Number, to TederCO@gmail.com. The schedule for 2019 will be sent to
everyone on the distribution list.
*LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY: Easy = 1 Moderate = 2
DIFFICULTY*
DATE
HIKE NAME
LEADER(S)
SECONDARY

LEADERS

Apr 26

Shook's Run

1

Karen & Bob Jones

Apr 30

Red Rock Open Space, Hogback Trail

2

Karen & Bob Jones

May 10 Paint Mines

1

Karen & Bob Jones

May 14 Black Forest Section 16

1

Karen & Bob Jones

May 23 Florissant Fossil NM (Hornbeck)

2

Chris Steenbergen

May 29 Sentinal Rock, Palmer Park

2

Lisa Mason

Jun 5

Rainbow Gulch

2

Ted Dresie

Jun 10

Garden of the Gods, Rockledge Trail

1

Mary Jane Ray

Jun 18

Red Rock Open Space

2

Chris Steenbergen

Jun 25

Pulpit Rock

2

Phyllis Rhinehart

Jul 5

Downtown Art Walk

1

Angie Adams

July 9

Mays Peak

2

Karen & Bob Jones

Jul 17

Ute Valley

1

Stephanie Montavon

Jul 25

Colorado Women's Forest Trail

2

Linn Gustafson

Jul 30

Emerald Valley Pipeline

2

Karen & Bob Jones

Aug 7

Spruce Mountain (Low & High Trail)

1, 2

Chris Steenbergen

Aug 14

Florissant Fossil Nat. Mon., Shooting Star

2

Ted Dresie

Bob Kelly

Aug 22

Seven Bridges & Potluck

2

Christine Hall

Mindy Matthes

Aug 27

Catamount Open Space

2

Lisa Mason

Sept 5

Mt. Culter, Cheyenne Canyon

2

Christine Hall

Sept 12

Castlewood Canyon State Park

2

Chris Steenbergen

Sept 19

Lovel Gulch

2

Phyllis Rhinehart

Sept 25

Pine Narrow Gauge RR (Low & High)

Oct 1
Oct 9

1, 2

Ted Dresie

Southslope

2

Lisa Mason

Old North End

1

Angie Adams

Oct 17

Garden of the Gods Balanced Rock

2

Linn Gustafson

Oct 22

Cheyenne Mountain State Park, Talon Trail

2

Karen & Bob Jones

Oct 31

Dawson Butte

2

Karen & Bob Jones

Bob Kelly

Ted Dresie/Bob Kelly

Bob Kelly
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Congregational Life: February 17 - March 10
by David Acton, Office Administrator
david@fcucc.org

THANK YOU to Sky Foerster, Rich Law, and Rick Shick, who served as liturgists. Chas
Douthit and Cheryl Stauffer provided special music in worship. Thank you also to Sarah
Newbrough and Anna Shelton, who provided special music and served as worship
liturgists. Thank you to those who provided KC Worship support, including Stephanie
Brown, Wil Green, Judy Jones, Brian Kerrigan, Joan Landrum, and John Spears. Additionally, we
thank those who provided Godly Play support, including Charles Barber, Denise Ellsworth, Marilyn
Fife, Karol Finch, Gayle Jordan, John Stefonik, and Hope Woodhead. The Children’s Ministry Team,
with special help from Mike Aragon and Laura Pfender, provided support in the Shrove Tuesday
All-Church event. Thank you to our Winter Sunday School teachers: Karen Chiroux, Kisti Felps, and
Amanda Kerrigan. Finally, thank you to Wil Green and Celia Snyder for hosting Kids’ Community
gift distributions at Village at Skyline.
CONGRATULATIONS to Rev. Logan Bennett for her ordination at FCC. Congratulations also to
Amber Khederian, Elizabeth Laffely, and Elizabeth Palmer for qualifying for Nationals in Speech and
Debate. Finally, congratulations to Tiffany Schmid (designer of FCC’s new branding), who was a big
winner at the American Advertising Federation Awards. The First Congregational Church logo design
won a Gold for logo design as well as the Judges Choice award.
We offer PRAYERS for those who are battling cancer, including Dave Babin’s mother Willa Babin,
Gayle Jordan, Linda LeMieux, Mike Matthews, and Barbara Skinner. For those who have been
hospitalized or are experiencing health concerns, we pray for Donna Drake, Dorothy Krimm, and
Kirk Wohlhueter. For those who are recovering from surgery or sickness, we pray for Kris Anderson,
Mallory Everhart’s mother Sandy Hicks, Deirdre Gilbert, Dolores Green, Reba Holmes, Judy Jacob,
Cindy Nath and her sister Nancy, Gordy Riegel, Marilyn Robbins, Tom Shipp, Wilma Steenbergen,
and Jeanie Tate. For those who are abroad, we pray for Amelia Kemp enjoying a semester abroad
in Spain; and for Caleb Rink, who was deployed to Qatar. We pray for the families, friends, and all
others impacted by tornadoes in Alabama. Finally we lift prayers to the family caregivers caring for
loved ones with chronic, long term illnesses.
We offer CONDOLENCES to Michele Spielman on the passing of her son, Joshua. To friends & family
of Jessie Blocker. To Carol Miller and Lance Dillie on the loss of Margie Dillie. To Judy Jacob on the
loss of her brother, James William Delosh, in June 2018. To the Karayannis Family on the loss of their
son John, age 23. And to Chuck Carothers on the loss of his dog, Maizy.

Book Discussion Group
All are invited to join the FCC Book Discussion Group. The group meets
quarterly, for discussion and refreshments.
For more information, and/or to be added to the mailing list, please
contact Linda Boles (jobolesjr@comcast.net).

May 5, 2019
6:00 p.m.
Gregg Library
Beartown by Frederik Backman
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Our Lenten Food Drive March 1-April 30
Partner with the Mission Giving and Outreach Committee and One Nation Walking Together
to collect 10,000 pounds of non-perishable food to feed the hungry. Look for the blue collection
containers (in the Founders' Room and Atrium) and please give generously.

One Nation Walking Together (ONWT)
strives to make a positive impact in the
lives of Native Americans. A people
that are greatly underserved and
misrepresented, ONWT is an organization
about People helping People —not a cause.
By addressing the specific needs of each
community we serve, ONWT is able to be
more than a “dump and run” charity.
We deliver the basic necessities of life
while uplifting the lives of the most
impoverished people in our country.

The Labyrinth
when will the labyrinth be
available at fcc during lent?
Stop in for some contemplative,
healing, and worshipful time on
the following Thursdays:
March 28
April 4
April 11
April 18

1:00 pm - 7:00 p.m.
1:00 pm - 7:00 p.m.
1:00 pm - 7:00 p.m.
1:00 pm - 8:00 p.m.
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FCC Women's Ensemble
MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 18, 6:00 p.m.
FCC Sanctuary

Holy Week

This contemplative service includes foot-washing,
Holy Communion, and a service of Tenebrae.

Sing with the
Women's Ensemble this Spring!
Rehearsals:
April 10, April 17, April 24
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Location: Music Room

Shrove Tuesday Highlights!

The Ensemble will sing at both worship
services on Sunday, April 28. Contact
Mandy Todd (mandy@fcucc.org) for more
information.

The FCC Labyrinth will be available to walk,
3:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. in the Founders' Room.

GOOD FRIDAY Ecumenical service
April 18, 12:00 - 3:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church (219 E Bijou Street)

Rev. Heather Haginduff is preaching the 2nd Word at
12:30 p.m.
The Chancel Choir will sing John Rutter's "Agnus Dei."

The FCC Labyrinth will be available to walk,
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. in the Founders' Room.

See page 2 for information about
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming
Congregation. We invite people of every age, ace,
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression,
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship,
dedication to education and commitment to service.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMMUNICATOR?
We invite you to submit articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our
congregation. Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.
Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

The DEADLINE for the next issue (May 2019 Issue) is Monday, April 15.
Please send your materials to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org.
REQUIREMENTS:
• Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number.
• Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc.
• Full page articles should be a MAXIMUM of 500 words (one page in size 12 font).
**If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article.
• Short articles and announcements are welcomed and will be vetted to decide about
inclusion.
• May be a MSWord attachment or an email.
• Accepted LATE submissions may be placed in the next edition or may be sent out via
weekly e-blast.

