
THE COMMUNICATOR
APRIL, 2018

Table of Contents
WTF: What's the Future? 1  
Service of Installation  2
Worship in April 3 
The Dominican Republic 4
What is Caminante? 5a
Adult Faith Formation 5b
Children's Ministry 6
The Forum in April 7
Congregational Life 8a
Silver Threads Lunch 8b
Greetings from Del! 9
Notes in Brief 10
Taking a Step Bach... 11
JWW Lectureship Series 
Lecturer, Miroslav Volf 12
PFLAG presents... 14
"Don't Shoot, 
Cut the Cookie in Half!" 15
A Peek in the Past 16
Staff and Leaders 17
Submit an Article 18

“WTF” could be considered an offensive abbreviation on social 
media, but it has now become a mainstream response to show 
surprise, annoyance or despair. Perhaps it’s a risk to use “WTF” in 
church. But have you met me? Plus, nothing else really seems to 
capture the overall feeling that I imagine the disciples had after the  
Resurrection. They followed a revolutionary leader for 3 years. This rag tag 

team of men and women watched an exciting growing movement crumble right in front of their eyes. 
It looked like a failed mission from their point of view. So in their fresh grief, they hid behind locked 
doors, where they were visited by a living, resurrected Christ. WTF? They touched his scars. WTF? 
And they ate fish on the beach with him. WTF? And then, they scratched their heads as they watched 
him ascend to his heavenly Parent. WTF? 

And…then what…?  What’s the future for this group of bewildered, undone fools for Christ?  

Well, we could ask the same thing of ourselves, couldn’t we? What’s our 
future? After an eighteen month-long interim and the kick off to a new lead 
pastor, what is the future for First Congregational Church? Like the disciples, 
we are looking at an unknown future, waiting on the Holy Spirit to guide us 
and saying, “WTF:  What’s the Future?” 

During the season of Eastertide, the Staff and Church Council, alongside the 
Leadership Cultivation Committee (LCC), will be exploring our church’s 
next steps together. These “next steps” will be baby steps because, really, the 
first year of new pastoral leadership is a time of building trust, deepening 
community and renewing our passion for what we have to offer Downtown 
Colorado Springs. And it serves us well to remember that having a plan 
isn’t the same thing as following God’s Holy Spirit. So instead of coming up 
with hard and fast answers to this unanswerable question, I invite you to 

prayerfully discern and dream about who 
we want to be, as we embark on this new 
journey together.

May we be brave enough to get comfortable 
in the “WTF… What’s the Future?” space. 
And may we be still enough to listen to 
God’s answers.

W T F :  W H AT ’ S  T H E 
F U T U R E ? 

b y  R e v .  H e a t h e r  H a g i n d u f f ,  L e a d  M i n i s t e r
h e a t h e r @ f c u c c . o r g
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Installation 
Service

April 22, 2018 
3:00 p.m.

R E V E R E N D  
H E A T H E R  H A G I N D U F F  

719.635.3549 
office@fcucc.org 

www.fcucc.org

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
20 East Saint Vrain Street 

Colorado Springs, CO

L e a d  M i n i s t e r

Clergy invited to wear robes and 
green/colorful stoles in honor of 
Earth Day. 

Preacher: 
Rev. Jerry Herships 

Pastor Heather

Reception in the Founders' Room to follow the service
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W O R S H I P  -  A P R I L  2 0 1 8
B E  •  C O N N E C T  •  E N G A G E

Love… binds everything together in perfect  harmony.  C o l o s s i a n  3 :  1 4

EASTER SUNDAY
APRIL 1
Sunrise worship on the Front Portico led by Candace Datz and 
FCC’s Youth at 6:30 a.m. 
Multi-Generational Worship in the Sanctuary at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
featuring the Bells of St. Vrain Handbell Ensemble, BrassWorks 
5 Brass Ensemble, and the Chancel Choir.

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 15
Pastor Heather preaches a sermon entitled “Disbelieving & 
Wondering” based on Luke 24: 36-48. The Chancel Choir 
premieres an original composition by FCC member Karen Peace 
during the 11:00 a.m. worship service.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 8
Pastor Jacque preaches a sermon entitled “Waiting & Receiving” 
based on John 20: 19-31. The Flute Choir shares worship music.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
APRIL 22 - SEXUALITY SUNDAY
Youth who have participated in Our Whole Lives: Sexuality 
and Our Faith programs create and lead liturgy for Sexuality 
Sunday, and Candace Datz, Director of Youth and Adult Ministry, 
preaches a sermon entitled“Loving & Abiding” based on 1 John 
3:16-24. The Chancel Choir shares Rene Claussen’s beautiful 
arrangement of “Set Me As a Seal” at 11:00am. 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 29
Pastor Heather preaches a sermon entitled “Understanding & 
Guiding” based on Acts 8:26-40.  The Men’s Ensemble sings 
Victor Johnson’s arrangement of “Poor Wayfaring Stranger.” To 
join the Men’s Ensemble, contact Mandy Todd (mandy@fcucc.org.)



In February, I had the deep honor of traveling to Boca Chica, Dominican Republic, 
to scout out the location of our High School Mission Trip in June. Supported by the 
Mission Giving & Outreach Committee, this trip was for the purposes of initiating contact with our mission 
partners at Caminante. I was also intent on getting a clearer picture on the logistics of what our team will 
be walking into, so that I can better prepare us for the sights, sounds, culture, and challenges that we’ll 
encounter. I learned a lot that will help me lead our team more effectively, but I was also able to gain some 
vital information about Caminante that I want to share with you! 

First, I want to assure you that the folks at Caminante are our kind of people, FCC! These people are deeply 
committed to doing the work of justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God. Sister Denisse is a lay 
nun and the founder and director of the Caminante project, and she embodies these things in a way that is 
beautiful to witness. One day, I watched her spend about an hour chatting with four adolescent boys who 
live on the streets about what abuse is, how to spot it, and how to report it. She told them about the rights 
that they have as kids: rights to an education even if they’re undocumented, rights to be protected from 
abuse, rights to justice. The next morning, she was in the capital city of Santo Domingo, meeting with the 
Vice President of the Dominican Republic, advocating for projects to support the development of kids and 
young people in the country. She is unafraid of speaking truth to power and she walks humbly in her daily 
walk, sharing her time with politicians and street kids alike. 

Second, the staff and volunteers of Caminante are incredible. They run after school programs to keep kids 
off the streets and in safe community environments. They provide daily meals for youth who are without 
homes, listening to their stories and making sure they have one solid meal a day. They are social workers 
and teachers and therapists and vocational trainers. They connect youth with government and community 
resources. I watched as they cared deeply for the kids in their ministry, helping them practice their cursive 
writing, creating safe spaces for learning and exploration, walking them through difficult situations. They 

are stellar. 

Third, Caminante is in need of long-term 
partners that can give generously of their time 
and resources to support Caminante’s work of 
justice and mercy for kids. I think that we would 
be an excellent partner for them. They work 
on issues that we are interested and engaged 
in already—homelessness, immigration, 
youth empowerment, sex education—just in 
a different cultural context. As we think about 
a global enterprise to be in partnership with, I 
think that Caminante would be a vibrant and 
strategic choice. Part of our youth’s mission 
for the trip in June is to bring back as much 
information as possible about Caminante, in 
order to share it with the whole congregation 
as we discern potential long-term partnership 
with this incredible ministry. I am excited 
about the possibilities and I hope you are too!

M I S S I O N  W O R K  I N  T H E
D O M I N I C A N  R E P U B L I C 
b y  C a n d a c e  D a t z ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Yo u t h  a n d  A d u l t  M i n i s t r y
c a n d a c e @ f c u c c . o r g
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Faith Formation I
Young Families & Young Adults! 
Your demographic is 28% of our active church families, and we need 
to hear from you. On April 8, 15, and 22 during the Faith Formation 
Hour, Pastor Heather and Pastor Jacque will be listening to you! 
They want to know what it means to you to “be the church,” now and in the future. 
Come for coffee, light refreshments, big questions, and visionary thinking. This 
gathering will meet in the Gregg Library.

Faith Formation II
Connections Café

Looking to get connected to people 
and ministry at FCC? Grab a coffee 

in the Atrium and meet someone 
new at the green tables in 

the Upper Elevator Lobby! 

 F A I T H  F O R M AT I O N  H O U R  
F O R  A D U LT S  I N  A P R I L 

b y  C a n d a c e  D a t z ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Yo u t h  a n d  A d u l t  M i n i s t r y
c a n d a c e @ f c u c c . o r g

W H AT  I S  C A M I N A N T E ? ?
Meaning "one who walks the path," Caminante is 
a grassroots organization working in Boca Chica, 
Dominican Republic, a beach-resort town. The 
purpose of Caminante is to serve children who 
are at risk of being drawn into prostitution and 
forced labor as a result of the culture associated 
with the tourist economy in the Dominican 
Republic. Caminante seeks to help develop 
the self-esteem of these children by offering 
education, community-building, and recreational 
activities. Also, Caminante works closely with the 
families, churches, and the community to raise awareness regarding the complexity of this problem. 
Caminante is providing a safe space where hundreds of youth and their families will receive counseling 
and participate in recreational and formation programs. Additionally, in coordination with local 
government and non-governmental agencies, victims of sexual abuse and exploitation are receiving 
special attention and services. Many of the staff of Caminante are former participants in the program 
who lived on the streets or had little support from a family. For more information, see Caminante's 
webpage at Global Ministries: https://www.globalministries.org/caminante_outreach.

APRIL 20185
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J U S T  A N O T H E R  S U N D AY. . .
b y  C a s e y  S c o t t ,  C h i l d r e n ' s  M i n i s t r y  I n t e r i m  C o - F a c i l i t a t o r
s s c t 2 @ c o m c a s t . n e t

…and the building is humming with learning, laughter, questions, activities and 
connections. Our Sunday Children’s Program is typically fueled by fourteen  
volunteers and four staff members (the Coordinator and three Nursery Attendants). Mix those 
dedicated, loving grown ups with sixty or so energized, curious children, and you have the  
building blocks for what we hope is a life-long commitment to, and curiosity for a rich spiritual life.

Let’s have a closer look!

NURSERY (0-3 YEARS)
Play is the work of these small wonders, and their 
teachers share questions, imagination stretchers and 
encouragement. 

GODLY PLAY (3-KINDERGARTEN)
Hands on learning and play focused on beloved 
Bible stories and lessons taught by Jesus. Teachers 
are trained to listen and flow with each child’s 
understanding and questions.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FROM PRESCHOOL TO 
GRADE 5
During Faith Formation Hour (9:45-10:45), children 
are engaged in Seasons of the Spirit curriculum 
experiences. This usually includes an age appropriate 
rendition of the Bible passage shared in adult worship 
as well as hands-on activities, games, and/or crafts 
that reinforce the learning and help students express 
their own understandings. 

Our volunteer teachers are quite dedicated. The 
advance planning and positive kid interactions are 
a wonder. The teachers find delight and challenge in 
working with our kids; each is a one of a kind miracle. 
Might you find this a just right place to share your 
talents? Let us know if you are interested in getting 
involved sometime as a future Sunday School Teacher.

KIDS’ COMMUNITY WORSHIP
During the Sunday Worship Services, children are 
invited downstairs for KC Worship. This time includes 
“setting the table” with Christian symbols, hearing a 
Bible reading or story, and participating in activities 
and discussion to deepen the lesson. Ubuntus are older 
kids (generally 5th Grade or older) who assist. While 
Del Hokanson is away on sabbatical, KC Worship is 
planned and delivered by the creative and talented 
Hannah Rockey with a second adult assisting. Here’s 
another spot that you might volunteer your time!
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T H E  F O R U M  I N  A P R I L
b y  A r d i t h  H a n s o n ,   T h e  F o r u m  C o - C h a i r

a r d i t h m a r i e @ g m a i l . c o m

PALMER’S QUAKERISM, 
NON-ENEMIES, 

   LGBTQ CHRISTIANS, AND JWW-VOLF
April 1: No session of The Forum
April 8: Leah Davis Witherow
A Question of Conscience: 
William Jackson Palmer & his Quaker Faith
Notwithstanding popular opinion to the contrary, William Jackson Palmer volunteered 
for military service in the Union Army during the Civil War due to his Quaker religious 
beliefs – not in spite of them. Born and raised a Hicksite Quaker, Palmer acted according 
to the principles of his sect and placed emphasis on individual behavior before belief. 
Leah Davis Witherow is the Curator of History & Archivist for the Colorado Springs 
Pioneers Museum and a lecturer in History at UCCS. She received her B.A. in History with 
a certificate in Eastern European and Russian Studies from California State University - 
Long Beach, and her M.A. in History from UCCS. 
April 15: Alex Hernandez-Siegel
In Search of Non-Enemies
How can Biblical teachings assist in strengthening bonds in light of our political 
environment? How does teaching true family values relate to our understanding of our 
foundation as a nation? 
Alex is the Chaplain at CC and Associate Dean of Students and is of Puerto Rican-Jewish-
Mennonite background. He holds an Ed.M. from Harvard University (in a joint degree 
program between the Graduate School of Education and the Divinity School), a MA 
from Dartmouth College in Cultural Studies, and a BA from Millersville University of 
Pennsylvania in Cultural Anthropology. 
April 22: Erin White
The Soul Loves What It Loves: 
Stories of Reconciliation and Rejoicing from LGBTQ Christians
Erin White is the daughter of Catherine and Jerry White, longtime members of FCC. 
She's also the author of the recent book Given Up For You: A Memoir of Love, Belonging, 
and Belief, which tells the story of what happened when, at 24 years old, she fell in love 
with Catholicism, and with another woman. Erin will read from her book, talk about her 
work in the context of other LGBTQ religious writers and faith leaders, and discuss the 
challenges, heartaches, and joys that await LGBTQ people when they seek the embrace of 
a church community.
April 29: Jeff Scholes
JWW Prep: A Primer on Volf  (In the Sanctuary)
Jeffrey Scholes is Associate Professor of Religious Studies in the Department of Philosophy 
and the Director of the Center for Religious Diversity and Public Life at the University 
of Colorado, Colorado Springs. He is the author of Vocation and the Politics of Work: 
Popular Theology in a Consumer Culture (Lexington 2013) and co-author of Religion 
and Sports in American Culture (Routledge 2014). As an ardent fan of the work of our 
JWW Lecturer Dr. Miroslav Volf, Jeff will be giving an introduction of Volf's work and its 
impact on theological and philosophical thought.

The Forum is brought to you by The Forum Team: Ardith Hanson, Don Allred and Cathy 
White. Send your questions, comments, and ideas to Ardith Hanson (ardithmarie@gmail.com).
To be added to The Forum newsletter list, sign up during The Forum or contact Emily 
Bond (emily@fcucc.org). To listen to recorded sessions of The Forum, visit the FCC website  
(www.fcucc.org), select “ministries” then “adult” then “The Forum.”
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C O N G R E G AT I O N A L  L I F E
F E B R U A R Y  1 8  -  M A R C H  1 1
 b y  D a v i d  A c t o n ,  O r g a n i s t  /  O f f i c e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r
d a v i d @ f c u c c . o r g

THANK YOU to Anaya, Jeremiah and Tyescha Clark, as well as Steve Fehl, 
Ceil Malek, and Kent Mathews, who served as liturgists. Denise Ellsworth, 
Marilyn Fife, Karol Finch, Judy Jacob, Cyndi McFarland, John Stefonik, 
Jeanie Tate, and Hope Woodhead provided Godly Play Worship Support. Thank you also to My Lo 
and Jeff Cook for sharing their expertise in Youth Group and to Lesli Weaver for her support of 8th 
and 9th Grade Our Whole Lives class. Beautiful offerings of special music were graciously provided by 
Brian Hofflander, Iris Lund, and Ann Rule. Finally, we offer thanks to those who helped to make this 
year’s Shrove Tuesday All Church Event a wonderful success, including Mike Aragon, Tom Francis, 
Lee Lehmkuhl, Ruth Lehmkuhl, Alysa Webb, the Children's Ministry Team, and the Kitchen Crew: 
Ellen Francis, Josh Haginduff, Ted Lindeman, Thea Roland, and Dave Seyfert.

We lift PRAYERS for those undergoing cancer treatment, including Charlie Hall, Gayle Jordan, Linda 
LeMieux, Marilyn Turner, Nancy Wenzlau, and Mary Yates. We also offer prayers for those who 
are recovering from surgery, including Kim Gogan, Elfriede Jopp, Margaret Reiber, and George 
Waterhouse. We pray for Ann Lantz, director of ESM, whose father is in hospice care; and for Carolyn 
Dickerson’s mother, Vera Dickerson, who has been in hospice care. We pray for Isabelle Kemp, who is 
experiencing long-lasting migraines and for Mo Morrow, who is experiencing housing issues. Finally, 
we offer prayers of support and hope for the Parkland Community in Florida, dealing with grief, loss, 
and anger; and also for the Youth and Teens across the nation who are finding their voices.

CONGRATULATIONS to the Bells of Saint Vrain Handbell Ensemble, who performed at the 
Southern Colorado Handbell Festival.

CONDOLENCES are offered to Ginny Kane for the loss of her sister, Marilyn Matthesen, as well as 
to the Kiskiras Family on the passing of Charles’ niece, London.

Created for our community of folk 75 years and older
TUESDAY, MAY 1, 2018

AT 11:30 A.M.
the Founders' Room, First Congregational Church 

     ~ Musical entertainment
  ~ Lunch lovingly prepared 
      by Patti White & Company

~ Save the Date ~
Silver Threads Luncheon
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G R E E T I N G S  F R O M 
D E L  H O K A N S O N !
Del and Pete Hokanson, currently enjoying a three-
month sabbatical in Australia, were recently joined by 
Nancy Henjum, Steve Kern, and Lynn Young.

Together with Lynn, they 
attended WOMADelaide - an 
annual four-day festival of 
Music, Arts, and Dance.

During this thrilling and 
fabulous festival, they were 
treated to the French group 
Gratte Ciel, which stunned 
the audience with "Place des 
Anges" (Place of Angels). 
This aerial ballet took place 
above the audience's heads 
- with feathers falling from 
the sky! Such beauty as the 
night fell around them.

Del and Pete continue to embark on their fabulous journey in Australia, meeting up with friends and 
family, while exploring wonderful locations, beaches, and vineyards. We look forward to their return 
in May!
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Parents Out Partying 
Somewhere (POPS)
Saturday, April 14, 6:00 p.m. 

at the home of 
Jill and Drew Robinson

A Gathering 
of Dinner and 
Fellowship!
While most of us 
have older school-
age, college-age or 
young adult kids, we 
welcome parents of any description. 

For more information about POPS or to be 
placed on the distribution list, contact 
Jane Ridings (janeridings@hotmail.com).

Who needs a 
Stephen Minister?

Maybe at some time in our lives we all will!
Stephen Ministry was created for those who 
may be experiencing:

 grief hospitalization
 divorce physical rehabilitation
 cancer long-term care
 job loss onset of a disability
 loneliness  military deployment
 chronic illness loss of a home
 spiritual crisis  terminal illness
  or other life struggles

To find out how you 
could work one-on-one 
with a trained Stephen 
Minister, contact 
Minister of Pastoral Care 
Rev. Jacque Franklin 
719.635.3549
jacque@fcucc.org

BOOK DISCUSSION 
GROUP
Sunday, May 20

6:00 p.m. 
Gregg Library

All are invited to the 
next Book Discussion 
Group! Coffee and 
Snacks will be provided. 

Get a copy of the book 
today, read up, and 
then join the group 
discussion! For more 
information, please 
contact 
Linda Boles 
(jobolesjr@comcast.net / 
719.331.8752).

Learn to 
KNIT or CROCHET

Four Tuesdays in April
(April 3, 10, 17, 24)

6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Carey Chapel

Classes are being offered in April at FCC!
If you've wanted to be part of FCC's "knitting/
crochet" ministries but don't know how... or, 
even if you'd just like to learn for fun, here's 
your chance! (Those who'd like to "brush up" 
their skills are welcome!)

To learn more and to register, contact Chris 
Ray (cjraycs@gmail.com / 719.570.7951) 

You can also register 
through the Church Office 
(719.635.3549). 
Babysitting is available 
upon request at registration.
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Ta k i n g  a  S t e p  B a c h
A  R e t r o s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  L e n t e n  B a c h 

V o l u n ta r y  S e r i e s
b y  D a v i d  A c t o n ,  O r g a n i s t  &  O f f i c e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

d a v i d @ f c u c c . o r g

Darkness, brooding, and contemplation are often associated with the music of 
Johann Sebastian Bach. Though the emotional range of his compositional output 

far surpasses this specific set of associations, the minor and lamenting pieces remain some of his most 
well-known and enjoyed. It is for this reason – as well as the upcoming performance of Bach’s Mass in 
A Major, BWV 234 at the End of Year Concert (Friday, June 1, 2018) – that I chose to program a series of 
Bach works as voluntaries throughout the season of Lent.

Each piece in this special series was chosen for a particular reason. In some cases, it was related directly 
to the theme of the sermon. Ich ruf’ zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ, BWV 639 (Introit; February 25) was one 
of the most contemplative pieces played as part of the series. It is a chorale prelude, which is a piece 
written as an introduction to a congregational hymn in Bach’s German-Lutheran tradition. Ich ruf’ 
zu dir, like hundreds more in its genre, was played in full, after which the congregation would sing 
every verse of the hymn. (Services were longer than an hour in Bach’s day.) The title translates as “I 
call out to you, Lord Jesus Christ” and comes from a text which asks for strength and protection in the 
midst of struggle. It was a natural fit with a sermon topic that discussed loss, as well as with the grief 
surrounding the tragedy in Parkland, Florida still fresh in our hearts.

The Prelude and Fugue in E minor, BWV 555 (Postlude; March 4) was another 
piece chosen specifically to match the sermon theme. Like the topic of the 
sermon, this piece undid bachish expectations in a few subtle ways. An 
example of this is the odd and unexpected entrances of the voices in the 
Fugue. The second voice enters seven measures after the first, the third 
voice eight measures later, and the fourth voice only four measures after 
that. Voices in other fugues of the time generally enter in more predictable 
intervals. My interpretation of the piece also went against scholarly and 
historical expectations. The Prelude was ripe with moments where a 
historically accurate performance would have included ornamentation, 
such as a trill or mordent. The entire piece was performed without ornamentation as an intentional, 
though subtle way to undo those expectations.

Other pieces in the series were picked for simpler reasons. The Prelude in D minor, BWV 554 (Postlude; 
February 18) and the Prelude and Fugue in G minor, BWV 558 (Postlude; March 11) were picked simply 
because I love those pieces and have long wanted to learn and share them. The Kyrie from the Mass in 
A Major, BWV 234 (March 18) was chosen both to feature our new harpsichord and also to preview the 
upcoming performance of the entire work at the End-of-Year Concert.

Bach was a composer whose music continues to resonate with generation after generation. Listeners 
and performers are often blown away by the incredible depth of emotion and beautifully raw depiction 
of humanity that Bach is able to capture in each composition. From the solo line of a cello suite to the 
complications of a Brandenburg concerto, and everything in between, Bach is able to paint human 
existence in ways that are almost universally understood. People across cultures and centuries  
champion his works as some of the best in the ever-growing canon of music; and these works, in 
particular, were fitting additions to the contemplation and underlying hope which surrounds the 
Lenten season.
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W H Y  W E  N E E D  R E L I G I O N 
I N  A  G L O B A L I Z E D  W O R L D
 b y  J e a n i e  Ta t e ,  G r e g g  L i b r a r i a n
j e n e a n e t a t e @ y a h o o . c o m

Miroslav Volf grew up in Yugoslavia (now Croatia) in the 1960’s. It was a time 
of repression, political chaos, and eventually brutal ethnic cleansing involving 
Christians and Muslims. Volf’s father, a World War II concentration camp 
survivor, was a minister for a small Pentecostal community. As a young man, 
Volf was conscripted into the Yugoslavian military and spent a year in interrogation. His family lived 
on the margin. Yet today Miroslav Volf is a Professor of Theology at Yale University and founder of the 
Yale Center for Faith and Culture. Leaders from around the world have participated including former 
Prime Minister Tony Blair who taught a course with Volf for two years. 

Perhaps the best known of Volf’s books is Exclusion and Embrace:  theological exploration of identity, 
otherness and reconciliation (1996). Christianity Today named it one of the 100 Most Influential Books of 
the Twentieth Century. Everything Miroslav Volf writes or says is framed by his passionate faith in 
the Trinity, his hope for the marginalized, and his confidence in the communal nature of a Christian 
life. The theologian laments our persistent attitude regarding “the strangeness of others”, using the 
Bible story about Cain and Abel as an example and how our inborn fears and intolerance may be 
exacerbated by the pressures of globalization. He believes that religions, not just Western Christianity, 
but also Judaism, Islam, Orthodox, Hinduism, religions from around the world, are the answer to 
our challenges. Their repositories of core values and wisdom can be tapped and used by good people 
around the world.

Flourishing: why we need religion in a globalized world (2015) looks at the challenge of living surrounded 
by ever-changing technology and instant communication. Volf describes the good and the bad. Ease 
in communication has brought great benefit but also great threat to privacy and security of personal 

information. Rapid advancements in technology 
have saved lives but have also dramatically 
increased our potential for human self-destruction. 
We have enormous potential yet our environment 
disintegrates. In the midst of this, how do we flourish 
or create a well-lived life? Interestingly, Volf and 
Peter Rollins, our guest speaker last year, have the 
same idea. Keep it simple. Follow Jesus’s teachings; 
belong to a Christian community; earn what you 
need to live, and be aware of what you want.  Too 
much will never be enough.

The Public Faith books (2013-2016) are companion 
“handbooks”. The first is about how we as Christians 
can serve the common good. Second and third books 
come from a series of Facebook posts designed to 
help guide Christians through issues debated in the 
2012 elections. Resources follow each chapter. This 
is practical advice on how Christians can be publicly 
engaged in a public conversation and make ethical 
choices. All these books are available at the Gregg 
Library.
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D r .  M i r o s l av  V o l f ' s 
U p c o m i n g  V i s i t

b y  D e b r a  B u e n t i n g ,  J W W  L e c t u r e s h i p  S e r i e s  T e a m  M e m b e r
d o c t o r d e b 5 5 @ g m a i l . c o m

“Forgiveness flounders because I exclude the enemy from the community of humans 
and myself from the community of sinners.” So said Croatian-American, Miroslav 
Volf as he wrestled with what it means to have a sound Christian theology in 
a troubled and violent world. 

Considered to be one of the top theologians of our age, Dr. Volf is the Henry B. Wright Professor of 
Theology at the Yale Center for Faith and Culture. And he’s our JWW guest lecturer this year! Dr. 
Volf is passionate about promoting and living a theology that is relevant at both the individual and 
corporate levels in a post 9/11 world.

Dr. Volf was raised by a Pentecostal minister under communist rule in former Yugoslavia. As a child 
he read textbooks about the atrocities that religious folks committed in Nazi Germany. Later he saw 
his own country suffer a devastating civil war when Croatia was occupied by Serbian forces, causing 
thousands to lose their lives and many others to be displaced. Feeling the rise of violence within himself, 
Volf struggled to know how to respond as a Christian.

Seeing the all-too-often negative consequences of religion, Dr. Volf came to believe that we don’t 
need less religion, but actually more.; but that religion needs to be one that fundamentally respects all 
perspectives and values the other.

Dr. Volf has not only written more than 20 books and 90 academic journals, he also works to restore 
deteriorating relationships with between Christians and Muslims. He helped draft a document to find 
common ground between the three Abrahamic religions that 
was signed by almost 150 of the religions’ prominent leaders.

As First Congregational Church strives to practice justice, Dr. 
Volf is sure to help us grow in our public faith and action.

You are encouraged to explore some of Dr. Volf’s work before 
his visit. His most celebrated books include:

 • Exclusion & Embrace: A Theological Exploration of  
  Identity, Otherness, and Reconciliation

 • Public Faith in Action: How to Think Carefully, 
  Engage Wisely, and Vote with Integrity  
 • Flourishing: Why We Need Religion in a 
  Globalized World 
 • Allah: A Christian Response

 • The End of Memory: Remembering Rightly in a 
  Violent World

You can check out some of these titles from the Gregg Library; 
others are available for sale in the Founders' Room before and 
after services in the coming weeks (except Palm Sunday and 
Easter Sunday).

Come explore the intersectionality between faith and action!

Mark your calendars 
for the following 

events:
April 29
Be introduced to the Dr. Volf’s work 
with UCCS Philosophy Professor, Dr. 
Jeffrey Scholes during The Forum 
(9:45 a.m.); this session will be held 
in the Sanctuary. See page 7 for more 
details.

May 5 & 6
Come hear Miroslav Volf speak to us 
about Truth and Trust on Saturday 
evening (in the Sanctuary) and during  
our Sunday morning services.

May 13 & 20
Process Dr. Volf's time with us during 
Faith Formation Hour in the weeks 
following his visit. Come to listen and 
discuss how we might implement new 
ideas and strategies as a church body.
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The Colorado Springs Chapter of PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays) has benefitted from a long relationship with FCC, and we both share a 
deep commitment to inclusion. Our April 17 monthly meeting will mark our 15th anniversary in The 
Dwelling Place. As it is expected to draw a 
large audience, we are especially grateful 
to have the use of the Sanctuary - the same 
venue often used by the OutLoud Chorus.

Col. Gary Packard, a long-time professor 
and currently also vice-dean at the 
USAFA, will be presenting on “Morality, 
Religion, Social Justice and Military Service 
– A Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell and Transgender 
Military Service Journey.”  This will be Col. 
Packard's second special presentation for 
us, the first being in April 2012 when he 
spoke at Shove Chapel on “Lessons Learned 
from the Repeal of DADT.” Since then we 
have kept in touch, and twice PFLAG 
has presented on the Air Force Academy 
campus to the Academy's Spectrum, a 
recognized club for LGB cadets and their 
allies. His presentation is especially topical 
as the status of our transgender troops 
remains in flux, even as it's been repeatedly 
demonstrated that our armed forces are 
made stronger through diversity.  

PFLAG extends a special invitation to the 
members of FCC to join us on April 17.

P F L A G  P R E S E N T S  AT  F C C
b y  B i l l  O l i v e r ,  P F L A G / C O S  B o a r d  M e m b e r
g n a r l y b i l l @ h o t m a i l . c o m

About 
PFLAG

PFLAG is the 
extended family 
of the LGBTQ 
community. We're made up of LGBTQ 
individuals, family members and allies. 
Because together, we're stronger.
© 2018 PFLAG
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" D O N ’ T  S H O O T, 
C U T  T H E  C O O K I E  I N  H A L F ! "

b y  C h a d  G l a n g ,  F C C  M e m b e r
c h a d . g l a n g @ g m a i l . c o m

Some people brought their babies 
to Jesus for him to place his hands 
on them. The disciples saw them 

and scolded them for doing so, but Jesus called the children 
to him and said, “Let the children come to me and do not 
stop them, because the Kingdom of God belongs to such 
as these. Remember this! Whoever does not receive the 

Kingdom of God like a child will never enter it.” 
Luke 18:15-17

In May 2000, the children of First Congregational 
Church were asked, “What do you think Jesus meant 
by this? What do adults need to learn from children, 
in order to enter the Kingdom of God?” The following 
letter summarizes their comments.

Dear Adults,
First, the youngest of us know that you need to take care of 
the basics. Keep your room clean, hold scissors the right way, 
and don’t do naughty things. It’s also important to practice 
what you preach. One of our teachers forgets to take turns 
talking, and a Dad has been observed eating with his hands, 
after insisting that we use a fork.  And be careful what words 
you use, we might repeat them.

Tell the truth. It is especially important to be honest with the 
people we love, like our Moms and Dads.

There’s too much hate between adults. We know that you’re 
not supposed to hate, except for vegetables. You shouldn’t 
go to war, but learn to make up faster, like we do.  Instead of 
shooting, cut the cookie in half.

Be humble. You let us know when we make mistakes, but it 
seems like you forget that you do too. Like if we ride our bike 
where we’re not supposed to, we get sent to our room, and 
learn not to make that mistake again. You need to be better 
at noticing your own mistakes, especially when there’s no 
one to send you to your room. And don’t think you’re so 
important. Remember, the adults wanted to hog all Jesus’ 
attention, but he told them to give the kids a chance to be 
with him.  

Be humble about your ideas too. We know that we don’t know 
everything, and we keep learning. Adults can act like they 
know it all. But some of your beliefs may not be true. Keep 
an open mind. You may need to let go of an idea, to solve a 
problem. Like one of us gave a really hard card problem to 
his sister, and she solved it in five minutes. The grown-ups 
took a lot longer, because they complicated it with too many 

details.
Let go of your usual ways of doing things. Watch us. We 
like to explore, to do something risky, just to see what will 
happen. You have to trust enough, to try something new.

Slow down. Jesus took the time to pray. There were so many 
demands on him, he might have fallen apart if he didn’t.  
Don’t be so stressed out, as one of our Moms is when she’s 
balancing the check book. If you get too busy, you might 
forget something that means a lot to someone else, like an 
anniversary. When you get caught up in your own silly 
business, you’re just thinking about what you have to do to 
get ahead. You forget about what others need. Relax, gather 
your thoughts, and ask yourself, “What will I be loyal to?”  
As one of us in the second grade said, listen to your heart, 
and do what you hear!    

We know how to take the time for enjoyable stuff, even if 
it doesn’t seem important. When you always do important 
things, you may become tired and miserable.  But heaven is 
a big happy place! So have fun, play games.

We can remember, even in the worst times, that Jesus loves 
everybody.  You need to remember that he loves you.

 Love, Your Kids

Another way to tap kids’ wisdom is to observe their 
behavior. If we are to love God as children, what can 
we learn from how our children love us? As I watch 
my daughter Robyn at age nine, I see that she loves me:

 Expectantly--running to me when I come home.
 Trustingly--leaping into my arms, certain 
 that I’ll catch her.
 With glee and laughter.
 From deep in her belly, shouting my name.
 With full contact, pressing against me.
 With full strength, squeezing so tightly as to 
 nearly merge.
 Hopefully--have I brought her a treat?  Will I 
 get on the floor and wrestle?
 With (sometimes reluctant and angry) obedience.
 With a deep desire to be seen, to be known:  
 “Let me show you what I did!”
 Openly--receiving my love for her.

This seems like a pretty good guide for loving God 
with all one’s heart and soul and mind and strength.
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"When I survey the wondrous cross" is the top line on a sampler made by Ann Mortimer, 
aged sixteen, in 1834. This framed sampler has been in the church's Sacristy as far as 
our collective memory reaches and no one knows, how it got there. A few years ago 
Janet Carpenter, her daughter Laura, and I set out to 
research its background, as potentially it might have 
significant value. We made the assumption, that a 
family member must have left it with us, since pieces 
like this tend to be passed on through the generations. 

www.familysearch.org, the Mormon database, provided 
us with nine different Ann, Annie, or Anna Mortimers, 
who were about sixteen in 1834 and immigrated into 
or were born in the United States. None of these had 
children or grandchildren, whose last names fit any 
members of our church in the first seventy-five years 
of our existence. Most of these families showed no 
tendency to move West anyway and the sole Anna 
Mortimer, briefly living in Denver in 1885, could be 
excluded too.

When Laura noticed the framer's tag on the back of 
the sampler, we received our breakthrough. Green's 
is a framing company just North of Detroit, Michigan 
and they have been around a long time. Unfortunately 
their records do not go very far back, but their location 
gave us the badly needed clue. “Our”Ann Mortimer married William King in Yorkshire, England 
around 1840 and they moved in the mid 1800s with their young son Thomas to Ontario, Canada - about 
100 miles East of Detroit. Even though they had four more children, we know of no later generations 
outside of Canada, except for Thomas, who moved to Michigan in 1866 after a Fenian Raid. Thomas and 

his wife Olive had five sons, who all lived in Northern 
Michigan with their families. Sometime after 1950 a, 
family member must have had the sampler framed 
(there are seven digit telephone numbers on the tag, 
implemented in greater Detroit after 1950).

From there things get complicated. We can trace all 
of Thomas' and Olive's descendants to Michigan until 
1940, for when census data are still publicly available. 
Of their respective marriages, we end up with the last 
names King and Sutter. No Sutters ever joined our 

church and the few Kings through 1985 are unrelated. In fact, we're at a dead 
end as to who might have left the sampler to our church and when, though it must have been after 1950. 
We would appreciate any insight from longer term members. 

Adding insult to injury, the value of the sampler was recently appraised at only about $100, mostly for 
its condition and because it's not early American. It is still worth a look.

A  P E E K  I N  T H E  PA S T : 
T H E  O L D  S A M P L E R
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n ,  C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n
c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

Ann Mortimer's sampler

Tag on the sampler's frame
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMMUNICATOR?

We invite you to submit articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. 
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (May 2018 Issue) is Sunday, April 15, 2018.  
Please send to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org

 REQUIREMENTS:

• Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
• Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
• Full page articles should be a MAXIMUM of 500 words (one page in size 12 font). 
 **If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 
• Short articles and announcements are welcomed and will be vetted to decide about inclusion. 
• May be a MSWord attachment or an email. 
• Accepted LATE submissions may be placed in the next edition or may be sent out via weekly  
 e-blast.

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and 
Affirming Congregation. We invite people of every 
age, ace, marital status, sexual orientation, gender 
expression, means, ability and spiritual tradition 
to join us in the love of God and neighbor through 
Christian worship, dedication to education and 
commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


