
 

The November 19th shooting at a LGBTQIA+ nightclub in Colorado Springs—
killing five people and injuring 18 others—is a too-close-to-home reminder of an 
unacceptable and tragic trend of gun violence in our society. 
 

Gun violence is the leading cause of premature death in the United States.  The 
carnage at Club Q in Colorado Springs—plus last week’s shooting of three young 
men at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville—plus the widely publicized 
tragedies in Buffalo, NY, and in Uvalde, TX, are just a few of the already too-long 
list of over 600 mass shootings this year.  The Gun Violence Archive 
(www.gunviolencearchive.org) records over 400 mass shootings each year since 
2014 and over 700 in 2021.  This year, approximately 40,000 people have already 
died from gun violence, over half by suicide. 
 

As a Christian Just Peace church, First Congregational Church, United Church of 
Christ, cannot remain silent on this issue.  These are horrendous tragedies.  Many 
of them are preventable, or at least the killing could have been mitigated in some 
ways.  Since the Columbine High School shooting in Littleton, CO, almost a 
quarter century ago, there have been cries of “enough is enough.”  This is not 
solely a Christian issue, and we invite others to join this call.  Concerned citizens 
and people of faith cannot turn a blind eye.  There needs to be action. 
 

Today, those who seek to acquire and use weapons to commit violence against 
others have few obstacles in their way.  In too many cases, killers have legally 
acquired weapons, donned body armor and tactical gear, walked into schools or 
churches or shopping areas or night clubs, and killed numerous innocent victims.  
In too many of those cases, the killer did not break any laws before pulling the 
trigger.  In too many cases, the killer was able to kill or injure several victims in a 
matter of seconds. 
 

Living in fear of being the innocent victim of preventable gun violence is a form of 
terrorism.  We need enforceable laws and actions that (1) increase the obstacles to 
those who would seek to kill, (2) increase the warning signs that such is their 
intent, and (3) potentially reduce the carnage if such killings occur.  If we can 
prevent even one person from being an innocent victim of gun violence, it will be 
a gift. 
 
 

http://www.gunviolencearchive.org/

