
Council Members in Attendance: 

Connie Brachtenbach (Moderator), Paul McNeill (Vice Moderator), Lisa Mason (Secretary),  

Laura Pfender (Education), Adam Gibbs (Worship & Spiritual Life), Lynne Stefonik (Care & 

Fellowship), Wayne Bland (Outreach), [Julia Nace, acting Treasurer] 
 

Council Members Absent:  

Polly Strovink (Treasurer) 
 

Ex Officio in Attendance: 

Rev. Jacque Franklin  

(Interim Lead Minister / Minister of Pastoral Care) 
 

Ex Officio Absent:  

Glenda Laveck (Director of Financial Ministry) 
 

John Stefonik: Interim Parliamentarian 
 

GATHERING SONGS: Joyful, Joyful, Hymn #4; At the Font We Start Our Journey, Hymn # 

308. Organist- David Acton 
 

Meeting Called to order: 9:59 a.m. 

We established a Quorum: 75 members were needed and we exceeded that with 139 

members attending. 
 

WELCOME: Connie Brachtenbach 
 

OPENING PRAYER: Jacque Franklin 
 

HONORING OF SAINTS: Jacque Franklin 

FCC members and friends who have passed away since the 2019 Annual Meeting 
 

MINISTRY & MISSION HIGHLIGHTS - A COUNCIL’S PERSPECTIVE 
 

Paul McNeill (Vice Moderator) Facility:  

 -  Thanked the volunteers in his area:  

 -  A/V - Paul Schwotzer (accepting applications for A/V techs!)  

 -  Sid Shelton - facility management/maintenance 

 -  Landscaping - Steve Getty and Fawn Bell 

 -  Kitchen Witches - Hope Woodhead  

 -  A new phone system was installed in the church 

 -  Ruth Roland- maintaining the facility from a financial standpoint. 
 

Lisa Mason (Secretary) Core Resource Areas:  

 -  Lisa reviewed the functions & members of the Leadership Cultivation Committee  

  (LCC), Clergy Congregation Relations Committees (CCRC) for both Pastors, Risk  

  Reduction Team, and Human Resource Committee. 
 



Laura Pfender (Education):  

 -  Thanked Del Hokanson and our dedicated Sunday School teachers.  
 

Lynne Stefonik (Care & Fellowship):  

 -  Lynne described the care and dedication of the Care and Fellowship ministries. 

 -  Described how the Care and Fellowship Coordination Teams function.  

 -  Gave thanks to Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin for fostering the Culture of Care &  

Fellowship.  i.e. Nine to Dine, Fifth Sunday Fellowship and Finger Foods, Cooking  

School, Silver Threads Luncheon, Thanksgiving Lunch, Hikes & Walks, Opportunity 

Fair, Young Family Group, Young Adult Gathering, Caregivers Support Group, U-

Care Casseroles, Stephen Ministry, Visitation Ministry, Congregational Nurse, 

Prayer Shawl Ministry, Care Coordination Team.  
 

Adam Gibbs (Worship & Spiritual Life):   

 -  Adam apologized for saying that the May concert was a cheerful goodbye, and he  

  asked to retract that, as that phrase was not an accurate statement for all.  

 -  Summarized safety training for Ushers. 

 -  David Acton has prioritized worship with a Lessons and Carols and partial  

Madrigal.  
 

Wayne Bland (Outreach):  

 -  Wayne thanked all in MG&O and Just Peace, especially Pauli Hubbard (MG&O) and  

Rich Law (JP). 

 -  Expressed we can continue our work by sincerely welcoming, giving food, helping  

  the least, and having the biggest rainbow banner.  
 

Connie Brachtenbach (Moderator): 

 -  Thanked the Council members including Alyce Morgan, Gloria Latimer, John  

Beavers, Aaron Brown, Mike Gemm, Judy Kort, Adam Gibbs, Wayne Bland, Lynne 

Stefonik, Laura Pfender, Paul McNeill, Lee Lehmkuhl, Scott Tetrick, and her family. 
 

MINISTRY & MISSION HIGHLIGHTS - A CONGREGATION’S PERSPECTIVE 

 - Members of the congregation recognized Staff and Council for their work; Sunday  

  School teachers were also thanked. 

 - Report on JWW Lectureship Series: Marcie Mayer, lead coordinator, reported it is  

  scheduled for May 8-10 with Dr. Robyn Henderson-Espinoza (transqueer activist  

  / Latinx theologian) and Dr. Trig Fuller (podcast - Homebrewed Christianity) 

 

HONORING OF WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS: 

 -  Rev. Jacque Franklin & Emily Bond thanked: Connie Brachtenbach and Lynne  

Stefonik (both retiring from the Council). 

 -  Jacque also thanked Connie Kreider and Molly Williams for their work with the  

  Sanctuary Coalition Group) and our Congregational Nurses: Lesli Weaver, and  

  Nancy Lippincott. 
 

MOTION: To approve Minutes of January 27, 2019 Annual Meeting of the Congregation. 

Presented by Council Secretary, Lisa Mason. No second was required however discussion 

was invited for corrections or amendments.  



 -  Two corrections were taken from the floor- Pam Shockley-Zalabak requested Connie 

Raub’s name added to the slate for LCC as she was inadvertently left off. Eric 

Ridings requested his name be corrected as it was misspelled.  

Approved by unanimous voice vote with corrections as noted above. 
 

MOTION: To approve Minutes of February 27, 2019 Special Meeting of the Congregation, 

presented by Council. No second was required however discussion was invited for 

corrections or amendments. No discussion.  

Approved by voice vote. 
 

MOTION: To approve Minutes of September 15, 2019 Special Meeting of the Congregation, 

presented by Council. No second was required however discussion was invited for 

corrections or amendments. No discussion.  

Approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 

MOTION: To adopt the recommended 2020 Budget as presented to the Congregation on 

February 23, 2019.  Presented by Paul McNeill. No second was required. Discussion was 

invited for information, corrections or amendments.  
 

Julia Nace (Acting Treasurer, in Polly Strovink’s absence):  

 -  2019 Financials, 2020 Budget [see Julia’s slide deck] 
 

DISCUSSION:  

 -  Sarah Groh Correa- request for clarification of salary line exp regarding new interim  

  pastor; - Julia clarified. 

 -  Chris Steenbergen- will interim make as much as Heather? - Connie clarified that  

  salaries are confidential. 

 -  Jerry White - salaries have not been historically confidential. - Julia clarified that  

  was true years ago but with more complexity in recent years we have taken a  

  stance of protecting staff information.  

  Thinks 5 months is unacceptable because we need 12 months / annual.  

 - Marcie Mayer- commented on giving units/pledges with approx. 75 giving units out  

  there. Do we have a sense if those giving units will produce? - Julia stated Glenda  

  Laveck is working on this regularly.  

 -  Gloria Latimer- would like to see individual salaries; are they really livable?  

Comparing gets into personalities than competencies because we will start 

comparing. So she speaks against it. We’ve had “train wrecks” with aspirational 

budgets and so she speaks against 12 month.   

 - Bill Kemp- speaks against Jerry’s proposition because that could lead to 42%  

  reduction in salaries so hopefully we don’t have to make draconian measures.  

 - Verl Holmes- deficit funding (as a commission salesperson) echoes Jerry  

 concern about the remaining 7 months so why are we hiring an interim minister-  

 “I’d rather see Jacque at the front and not cutting current staff. We’ve had so many  

 changes and I don’t think we should have another one.”  

 -  Jacque clarified why we need an interim as an investment in our future.  

 - Victoria Hansen- is the timing of this 5 month budget. - Connie clarified that it  

  doesn’t line up. Victoria says we need an interim.  



 - Dave Morgan- similar amount per pledging unit so we just need an additional 50 at 

the average. He believes the possibility exists. Julia clarified why 5 months which 

was due to need for input from congregation and to give us time to “finish” 

pledging. 

 -  Joe Pickle- agrees with Jerry’s point that privacy is not an issue here.  

 - Linda Sharp- questioned 2019 vs 2020 comparisons asking about the $135  

  difference. Julia explained it is based on electronic which is not listed under pledged  

  contributions.  

 - Wayne Bland- is voting for the 5 month believing that onboarding of interim is  

connected to being aspirational and that we on Council need to listen more and we  

need those opportunities and we need more rather than just launching it on you at 

this meeting.  

 - Jim Matson- clarification on the other personnel expenses are $768/month but  

  2020 is at $4k per month. Julia was not able to find documentation to answer this  

  directly and will pass it on to Polly to answer.  

 - Alyce Morgan- stated why we do need an interim- new pastors don’t want to come  

  unless we’ve had a good interim.  

 - Jerry White- requests an annual budget that says what we want that to look like, by  

  estimating/by planning. There’s no reason we can’t predict that those remaining  

  families won’t come through and so won’t need cuts.  

 -  Lee Lehmkuhl- says Jerry’s suggestion is aspirational and we got burned by it and  

  doesn’t believe we should do a 12-month.  

  - Julia said we could consider the reserves from last year as “emergency” dollars to  

            be used as some of our creative solutions.  

 - Sarah Groh asked us all to trust our leaders.  

 - Chris Steenbergen says it seems logical that an interim should be paid less that a  

fully called minister.  

-  Scott Correa- requests clarification on the change to the Annual Appeal. - Connie 

explained Ruth Roland had changed it due to training and Epiphany alignment.  

It may be a failed experiment with the support of the Financial Advisory Committee.  

 - Marcie Mayer- proposing a deficit budget? 

 -  Jerry White said “no!” At the end of May what happens if those 50 don’t show up?  

  Connie discussed Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom’s qualifications with financial  

  difficulty. Marsha Garrett is seeing lots of good communication.  

 - Sue Prendinger– “I’m excited with the possibility of moving forward. Especially in  

  this 2020 Presidential election year.  

 - Lee Lehmkuhl called the question. 

The vote to accept the motion of accepting a budget passed. 
 

APPROVAL OF SLATE OF NEW COUNCIL & LCC MEMBERS 

 - As presented by Pam Shockley-Zalabak. 

 - 40 people were willing to be considered and 35 pages of comments from the 

congregation showing a huge level of involvement in the Leadership of this Church. 
 

MOTION: To approve the February 2020 slate the following slate of candidates for the 

Church Council: Bill Kemp - Moderator 



     Margaret Reiber - Care & Fellowship 

     Laura Pfender - Education 

MOTION: To elect the following slate of candidates for the Leadership Cultivation 

Committee:  Kisti Felps and Brian Dimit 

DISCUSSION: 

 -  Scott Correa- great candidates, but why do we only have one choice? Pam clarified  

  that the preponderance of opinion after much discussion was to have the tradition of  

  LCC proposing one person after thorough vetting from LCC especially since we  

  allow nominations from the floor.  

Carries by unanimous voice vote. 
 

COMMISSIONING OF NEW LEADERS: 

 - Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin 

BENEDICTION: 

 - Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin 
 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 12:26 p.m. 
 

SONG: What Does the Lord Require of You  
 

CLOSING: Thank Our God for Sister, Brothers.  

David Acton, organist. 

 

 

 

Minutes submitted by Council Secretary, Lisa Mason 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Mason, Council Secretary       Bill Kemp, Moderator 
 
 
 
_______ 
Minutes approved January 31, 2021 


