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During the month of June, we’ve been 
celebrating the generations that worship, 
learn and serve together in the congregation.  From the 
youngest children to youth to Senior Citizens, we come together to form the local 
family of faith celebrating God’s love and faithfulness to all generations. 
The seasons of time come to all of us as they should.  A human being is born, 
lives and blooms, and then God calls us back to our eternal home.  
A while back as I officiated a Memorial service, the family asked that I read 
the Dash Poem by Linda Ellis.  It reads as follows: 
 
I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend.  He referred to the 
dates on the tombstone from the beginning to the end.  He noted first came the 
date of the birth and spoke the following date with tears.  But he said what mat-
tered most of all was the dash between the years. 
For that dash represents all the time that they spent life on Earth. And now only 
those who loved them know what that little line is worth.  For it matters not how 
much we own, the cars, the house, the cash.  What matters is how we live and 
love, and how we spend our dash. 
So, think about this long and hard.  Are there things you’d like to change? For 
you never know how much time is left that can still be rearranged.  If we could just 
slow down enough to consider what’s true and real, and always try to understand 
the way other people feel. Be less quick to anger and show appreciation more, 

and love the people in our lives like we’ve never loved before. 
If we treat each other with respect and more often wear a smile, remembering that is special dash might only last a little while. So, 
when your eulogy is being read with your life’s actions to rehash, would you be proud of the things they say about how you spent 
your dash? 
 

How are you living your dash?  And what is that dash teaching, in word and deed, children about how they should live their own 
dash?  
Peace and love, Pastor Mayra 

 

Youth  
 

Did you know that our youth group led by Jose Alderete meets most every Sunday after the wor-
ship service for Faith Building, Fun Activities and Friendship-making? Did you know that they 
led the Mother's Day service offering prayers, thoughts and memories of their mother's?  Did 
you know that Sunday, June 19th is Youth Sunday when youth group will once again lead the wor-
ship service and the graduating High school senior brings the morning's meditation?  Now you 
know!  

Coming Up: 
 

Youth Sunday, June 19 
Elder Saint Sunday, June 26th 
Celebration of the Lord's Supper, July 3rd - How Important is this Ordi-
nance to you? 
Peace/Pray Walk, July 10th 



FBC Trivia Answers: 
 
December 2015  FBC celebrated a milestone birthday—do you know which milestone that was?  a) 100 yrs; b)125 yrs; or c)150 
yrs?  ANSWER:  150! 
 
What animal crashed through the corridor glass windows, walked around for a bit, then exited the same way?  a) Bear; b)Buck; 
or c)Fox? ANSWER: 15 Point Buck! 
 
Which FBC staff member is a Master Gardener? ANSWER:  Pastor Mayra!  In addition, Bill Hopkins and Maryann Friscia! 
 
At our FBC gatherings one of our members loved to sing, and another loved to tell jokes….do you know who? 
ANSWERS: Allen Chin loved to sing and he also loved telling jokes! 
 
Which FBC member painted this beautiful mural for us several years back? ANSWER: Leonard 
Gabriel! 
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Happy Birthday...  
 
6/22...Ben Johnson 
6/25...Kaleigh Spinner 
6/28...Rintu Mathew 
 
 
 

6/26...George & June Goellner 
6/30...Luis & Hilary Araujo 
 

June 12, Children’s Sunday, Pastor Mayra dedicated Arro and Azzi Mega (pictured 

at right). Alexandra Mega (Lambros) was an FBC Youth Group member and bap-

tized at FBC.  She and her husband Ary Mega now 

live in CA with their 2 children.  It was a beautiful 

and meaningful service, Thank you Pastor Mayra. 

 

The First Baptist Church of Westfield is Christ-centered, and this commitment is 
reflected in the design of the Sanctuary. The Sanctuary emphasizes the priesthood of 
all believers and the importance of all members in the work of the Church.  The 
minister is on the same level as the congregation, like a shepherd among the 
flock.  The "Church in the Round" style encourages active participation in the service, 
creates an awareness of others 
in this Chris- tian Community, 
and binds us together as caring 
people.  The musical instruments 
along with choir and praise 
team sit as part of the congrega-
tion, as music is an integral part of 
the worship experience.  
 

The Baptistry is prominently located in the Sanctuary so the entire congregation can 
witness the profession of faith as people are baptized by immersion. 
The Communion Table holds a special place in the center of the Sanctuary as we 
remember Christ and his sacrifice and we re-member together as ONE in Christ. 
 

We celebrate two ordinances as an American Baptist Church (we are not Southern 
Baptist):  Baptism and the Lord's Supper. 


