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"A New Chapter..."

Southside Baptist Church
11th Ave. & 19th St. South
Birmingham, AL 35205

Dear Church,
A new chapter in the life of Southside Baptist
Church began with action taken at the Quarterly
Business meeting, October 28, 2015. Deacon
Chairperson Marilyn Shepard reported the
following concerning the meeting:

Happening at Southside

Food Bank Turkey
Drive

We are now taking donations for
the Turkey drive for the Food
Bank's clients. If you would like
to donate, please do so by
November 21, 2015.

Advent Devotional Guide
Community Thanksgiving
Service
Sponsored by the Southside faith
community, this year's service will be
held at Southside Baptist Church,
Tuesday, November 24 at 12:00 p.m.
Lunch will be served immediately
following the service.

Advent is only a month away, and we
need help in producing our annual
Advent Devotional Guide. If you would
like to volunteer to write a devotional for
this year’s guide, please send an email to
Shannon Martin
(churchassistant@southsidebirmingham.o
rg). A reply will be sent to you with the
date and texts assigned to you.

“We had a great Church Conference on
Wednesday, October 28, and I am pleased to let
you know that the recommendation to change to
the new Co-Pastor Ministerial Staffing model was
unanimously approved by the congregation. The
congregation also unanimously approved a
change in title for Dr. Timothy L. Kelley to Pastor
for
Congregational
Ministries
and
the
recommendation to enter into a contractual
agreement with Dr. Kenneth Roxburgh as Pastor
for Preaching and Teaching, a part-time position.
We believe these changes will provide our church
the stability it needs to function as well as giving
us the flexibility we need to continue serving each
of you and the community-at-large.
"In order to acknowledge and affirm our
commitment to both Dr. Kelley and Dr. Roxburgh,
the Deacons are planning an Installation Worship
Service on November 15, 2015. This event is
another important step in the continued life-cycle

at our church, and I hope you each plan to join
us in this celebration.”
A new chapter begins as we look to the days
ahead with great anticipation of what God is
doing and will do in and through each of us. Dr.
Roxburgh and I look forward to working with the
other members of Southside Baptist Church’s
ministry team: Kris Roberts, Sarah Heaslett and
Dr. Timothy Banks. We all seek to do our best,
working together, to help each member of SSBC
experience the transforming power of Christ’s
presence in our lives and in the life of our
community of faith. Please pray for each one of
the ministry team that we will be attentive,
sensitive and mindful of God’s call upon our lives
and our responsibilities to help every member of
SSBC embrace the opportunities before us. We
are truly blessed!
I enjoy our journey together,
Tim

Dr. Timothy L. Kelley
Pastor for Congregational Ministries
tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org
205.933.8381
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Worship
Schedule
9:00 a.m. The Gathering,
in Drennen Hall
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship in the
Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. Evening Service
in Foster Auditorium

Spending Time With Jesus
This past Wednesday at the Young Adult Theological Roundtable the
question was posed, “If you could spend one day with Jesus, what
would you do?” This is an interesting question to consider. If you could
spend one day with the Creator of the universe, what would you do?

I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all

Where would you go? How would you spend your time?

the good that we may do for Christ.

Maybe you would take Jesus fishing. Chances are you would
catch something! Or maybe you would prefer to play a round of golf with
the Son of God or grab coffee with the Messiah. Perhaps you would

November 15
Installation of Dr. Ken Roxburgh
and Dr. Tim Kelley
OT Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8
NT Scripture: John 13:1-17
6:00 p.m. Evening Service:
“Running from God” – Jonah 1

November 22
“Good News About
Thanksgiving”
OT Scripture: Psalm 100
NT Scripture: Matthew 6:25-33
6:00 p.m. Evening Service
“Praying from the Pit” – Jonah 2

November 29
First Sunday in Advent
“Hope”
OT Scripture: Isaiah 9:2
NT Luke 21:25-36
6:00 p.m. Evening Service “The
Power of a Reluctant Sermon”
– Jonah 3

"Faith-Sharing
in Nicaragua"

consider the things that Jesus Himself liked to do. You could take him to
a homeless shelter, go to the park to feed the hungry, visit the local
elementary school to minister to children or maybe even attend a church
service. Be careful with that last one, however; Jesus didn’t always get
along with church folk.
Now flip the question around. Imagine if Jesus were asked the
same question. If He could spend one day with you, what do you think
He would suggest the two of you do? Again, one might think Jesus
would prefer to spend an afternoon caring for the poor or attending a
prayer service. But my guess is that the answer to this question will vary.
I believe that Jesus wants to meet us where we are, and that Jesus
would be completely happy doing those things that make us happy,

- Philemon 6
Paul’s words in Philemon remind us that there is a certain compulsion to
the Christian faith. The one who has seen the work of Christ in the world is
naturally compelled to share the story with any who would hear. Having recently

5:30 -Fellowship Supper in
Drennen Hall
6:00 - Bible Study in Drennen
Hall
6:30 - Theology Roundtable at
O'Henry's Coffee House in
Brookwood Village

returned from a trip to Nicaragua, there are many stories that could be told. I
could tell you the story of a heroic climb to the top of Cerro Negro, an active
volcano overlooking the breathtaking verdant hillsides of the country. I could tell
you the story of my first encounter with a tarantula spider the size of a demitasse
cup saucer. Or I could tell you the story of an international baseball showdown
that ended with a walk-off double with two outs in the bottom of the ninth. But as
much as I would love to share these stories, there is another tale that I am
compelled to recall. It is a story about seeing the hands and feet of Christ at work
in an impoverished community outside the city of Chinandega.
If you were to place yourself in one of the many ditches dug during our

those things that showcase our talents and interests, those things that

time in Nicaragua, you would see a glimpse of what Christian community looks

we were created to do.

like. In a certain sense, I believe that the ditches we occupied in La Gracia serve

And if that were the case, maybe the question posed doesn’t

as a microcosm of the Church itself. Standing in those ditches—drenched in

have to be a hypothetical one. We do, after all, worship a Jesus who

sweat and covered in dirt—you would look around and see men and women

rose from the dead. We do possess His Spirit when we come into

ranging in age from 4 to 82. You would see Baptists and Catholics, Episcopalians

relationship with Him. Maybe He is with us, and maybe we don’t have to

and Methodists. You would see Americans, Canadians, Nicaraguans, and

imagine what we would choose to do if we had a day with Jesus. Maybe

Germans, all working alongside each other. But when you’re standing in a ditch in

we have been spending day after day with Jesus, even if we didn’t know

90-degree weather shoveling dirt out of the ground, none of that really matters.

it. And maybe being conscious of the fact that Jesus is constantly by our

What matters is the fact that each of you has a shovel, that each of you is working

side—enjoying those things that we enjoy and celebrating those

side by side with the person next to you, and that each of you is digging because

moments in life where our gifts shine before the world—can bring new

somehow you know that digging is what Jesus has called you to do.

meaning to our daily lives.

Wednesday
Evening
Schedule

Amigos for Christ started their work in Nicaragua in 1999 because they
believed that there was work to be done for the Kingdom of God. Our team spent
a week in La Gracia contributing to that work alongside our brothers and sisters
from Nicaragua. And as Paul reminds us, when you perceive all the good that can
be done for Christ, sharing your faith—telling the story of what God is doing in the
world—is effective.
- Kris Roberts

November 11
Bible Study led by Ken
Roxburgh: “My Personal
Pilgrimage”
Roundtable led by Kris Roberts
“Letting Jesus Be Himself”

November 18
Bible Study led by Ken
Roxburgh: TBD
Roundtable led by Kris Roberts
“Clearing Away the Religious
Fog”

November 25
No Wednesday Night
Studies

