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As you know, this will be my final contribution to the 
Southside Columns, and as such I would like to reference 
back to the very first edition in May of this past year. In 
the opening article I evoked the words of my good friend 
and mentor, Bill Coates, who charged me to, “remember 
the past, but live in the moment that God is giving you 
now.” As Southside moves into her 130th year, I would 
encourage you to do the same. Celebrate what God has 
done, but remember that the work is not yet complete. 
There are many bright days ahead, the most important of 
which is today. What is God calling you to do right now 
and how can your serve Him this very day? I trust that 
you will seek Him, today and always. After all, that’s what 
the Creator has hardwired you to do.

Dear Church,

The New Year provides an opportunity to reflect on 
the success of the past while 
simultaneously anticipating our hope for the future. 
For me this is a particularly special time, as I 
remember the wonderful times that we have 
shared together over the past year. We have 
shared in fellowship together, served the 
community of Five Points, initiated new studies 
and services, welcomed new friends and said 
good-bye to others. The journey has not always 
been smooth and easy, but with Christ as our 
guide, it has been good.

The past year has seen a wealth of change 
at Southside. A new pastoral model has 
been implemented to optimize the skills and 
talents of our ministerial staff. New services 
have provided opportunities to welcome those 
who might not otherwise have come into our 
midst and several brothers and sisters have been 
added to our rank as we continue to seek to 
build the Kingdom of God in our world. It has 
been a good year!

But even as we remember and celebrate all 
that was accomplished in 2015, might we not 
also anticipate that which is to come in the next 
year. If the empty tomb tells us anything it is that 
God is alive and well, and as a Living God He 
continues to work in our lives to the betterment of 
His Kingdom. What this will mean for 2016 I 
cannot say, but I trust that it will be good for 
those who seek to do His will. 
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Celebrating 130 Years, 1886-2016

A Letter to My Southside Family...



Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m.  The  Gathering, 
in  Drennen Hall

9:30 a.m. Sunday  School

11:00 a.m.   a     . Worship 
in the Sanctuary

January 3 
"Faith for the Future" 
Scripture: Isaiah 43

                    

January 10 
"Widows and Orphans"
OT Scripture: Psalm 29         
NT Scripture: James 1 

January 17 
"Faith and Works"          

OT Scripture: Psalm 36:5-10  
NT Scripture: James 2    

January 24
"Speaking Well"

OT Scripture: Psalm 19            
NT Scripture: James 3            

January 31
“Contentment”

OT Scripture: Psalm 71:1-6          
NT Scripture: James 4   

Celebrate and Faithfully Commit to the 
Future
by  Tim  Kelley

On Sunday afternoon, January 17, 1886, seventy persons met in a newly 
constructed building and organized Southside Baptist Church as recorded 
in the historical accounts by both James Sulzby and Lee Allen. The 
outcome of this organizational meeting was the culmination of 
approximately eighteen months of mission efforts by the First Baptist 
Church of Birmingham to plant a church on the south side of Birmingham. 
The years since that momentous occasion have seen many good times and 
many difficult times. Through all those years the resolve to pray, discern and 
remain committed to living out God’s revealed mission for Southside Baptist 
Church in this community has not waivered. The historical accounts also 
reveal the spirit and rich fellowship of Southside Baptist that appear most 
evident when the membership was called to live and give sacrificially, 
especially during very difficult periods. It is this indomitable spirit and deep 
sense of mission for the cause of Christ that we want to celebrate and 
embrace when we gather to celebrate the 130th anniversary on January 17, 
2016.

This celebration will be a time to remember the individuals and their 
sacrifices, not to revel in past accomplishments; to embrace the virtues, 
characteristics and sense of calling compelling those who have gone before 
us to live sacrificially, and with singleness of mind that persons in this 
community and beyond might know the love of God revealed in Jesus the 
Christ.

I hope you will make plans to be present to celebrate with your church 
family and commit to being the people of God in this place that we are 
called.

Wednesday 
Evening 

Schedule

5:30 p.m. - Fellowship Supper 
in Drennen Hall

6:00 p.m. - Bible Study in 
Drennen Hall

January 6 
"A Look to the Future"

January 13
“Minor Prophets”

Mission Focus: Widows and 
Orphans

Dr. Ken Roxburgh

January 20
"Minor Prophets”

Mission Focus: Faith and 
Works

Dr. Ken Roxburgh

January 27
Church Conference

Southside Family Christmas

Christmas came early at Southside. On Saturday, December 19, the Southside 

bus pulled out of the 10th Street parking lot and charted a course for Crossville, 

Tennessee to enjoy the Sanders Family Christmas performance at the 

Cumberland County Playhouse. Riding high on the soothing sounds of country 

Christmas classics, our team of six made the 230-mile trek with a time that would 

merit a “Roll Tide” from Dale Earnhardt himself. After sharing lunch with friends 

and family at the Cumberland Mountain State Park, it was on to the playhouse, 

where our group enjoyed an afternoon of laughter and excitement as the “Sanders 

family” gathered for a Christmas sing-along church service.

But the real joy of our trip had little to do with the performance inside the 

Cumberland County Playhouse. Rather, the highlight of the day’s festivities was 

the time spent in Christian fellowship around the table, on the bus, and in those 

special moments when the grace of God was shared amongst family. I speak of 

the family of God, a family united in Christ Jesus. And as much fun as the Sanders 

family had on stage, I ever every confidence that the Southside family had even 

more! 
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