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"Building an Inclusive Community of Grace"

These words of instruction, if followed, will certainly 
make our lives better and the world a more pleasant 
place in which to live. Perhaps Fulghum's comments do 
convey a certain naivety if thinking about life beyond a 
child’s kindergarten class; however, at the core of these 
instructions are the same attributes of love and respect 
for others embodied in Jesus’ teachings. Jesus taught 
that his followers would be "salt and light to the world," 
indicating that our lives, as Christians, are to be lived 
looking outward and not inward. Our lives should 
speak of love and respect for all people in words and 
action. Jesus’ words of loving God and loving your 
neighbor as yourself always provide for me a point of 
personal examination. Those words coupled with the 
truths learned as a kindergartner will certainly make 
this world a better place. May we never grow weary in 
loving others, doing good and following Christ 
wherever we are led.

Dr. Timothy L. Kelley           
Pastor for Congregational Care

#inclusivecommunity

Words and Actions
The month of September evokes many feelings 
accompanying memories of seasons past. It is marked 
by the students returning to school and the transition 
from summer to autumn. The season can bring on a 
heightened level of stress as new roles and expectations 
are layered on everyone of all ages. Remembering some 
of those days and thinking about life today may also 
increase our anxiety. It seems apparent to most that we 
are living in a time when civility, as we knew it, has 
been lost, downplayed, or at best relegated to a lesser 
place of importance, while forcing one’s ideas, ways or 
wants on others rules the day. This self-centered 
approach to life is the antithesis of what scripture 
teaches us is the way of Christ. While reflecting on this, 
I was reminded of the wisdom of Robert Fulghum in 
his book, All I Really Need to Know I Learned in 
Kindergarten. 

Fulghum says these are the things he learned: 
Share everything. 
Play fair. 
Don’t hit people. 
Put things back where you found them.
Clean up your own mess.
Don’t take things that aren’t yours.
Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody.
Wash your hands before you eat.
Flush.
Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you. 

https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

Deacons Meeting
Monday, September 16, 2019
6:00 p.m. in 
the Heritage Room

Dinner on the Grounds

Sunday, September 30

12:30 p.m.

Drennen Hall

Bring your favorite side 
dish or dessert to share!

Have a safe and 
happy Labor Day!

Church Offices 
Closed Monday, 
September 2



Wednesday 
Evening 
Schedule

Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in 

the Sanctuary

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

SEPTEMBER 4
Holy Habits: 

Spirituality for the 21st 
Century

SEPTEMBER 11
Holy Habits: 

Spirituality for the 21st 
Century

SEPTEMBER 18
Holy Habits: 

Spirituality for the 21st 
Century

SEPTEMBER 25
Holy Habits: 

Spirituality for the 21st 
Century

Luke's Gospel - 
Encountering Jesus

SEPTEMBER 1
Hidden Years of Jesus

Luke 2:39-52

SEPTEMBER 8
Tempted and Tried

Luke 4:1-13

SEPTEMBER 15
Call to Discipleship

Luke 5:1-11

SEPTEMBER 22
Grace: Inclusive and 

Refreshing
Luke 5:27-38

SEPTEMBER 29
Generosity of Grace

Luke 6:32-38

Holy Habits
Speaking of the Christian life as one of discipline and 
determination, John Cassian (360-463) once commented ‘there 
is no arrival unless there is a definite plan to go.’ Every human 
being lives a scheduled life, in terms of home, family and 
employment. The same is true of the spiritual life. Unless we 
create time and space for prayer, scripture reading, 
meditation and worship then we will always find reasons to 
become distracted. In our Wednesday night bible studies during 
the fall we are focusing our attention on Holy Habits, using 
Richard Foster’s classic called Celebration of Discipline. This 
is a topic which calls for our careful attention.

We must be careful to recognize that some approaches to 
the spiritual life were developed at a time of greater degrees of 
leisure time than is available for many people who live in 
highly stressed worlds of business, travel, and family life where 
time and space for reflection is at a premium. Furthermore we 
must remember that people are different in temperament 
and in circumstance. A melancholic personality will 
naturally gravitate toward a more contemplative type of 
spirituality - no single type of spirituality will satisfy everyone. 
Furthermore, people are at various stages of physical, 
emotional and spiritual development. They are profoundly 
affected by the circumstances of life in which they find 
themselves. The circumstances of the married differ from 
those of the unmarried, the young are different from the 
elderly. While each is called to a life of disciplined discipleship, 
every person is unique and their spiritual pilgrimage is set within 
a distinctive context.

Peter Adam speaks of a ‘spirituality of simplicity’ where we 
develop a ‘spirituality of ordinary suburban and urban life.’ 
This calls for a flexible approach to the spiritual disciplines of 
prayer etc. realizing that there is no single ‘rule’ which has to be 
used for evermore or by everyone. The rediscovery of various 
traditions of spirituality, with their diverse approach to reading 
scripture and engaging in prayer can be liberating to those 
who have only followed one particular pattern of devotional 
life.

Join us on Wednesday evening to explore this significant 
topic together. You might even like to purchase a copy of Foster’s 
book to read ahead and have some material to think about 
after each Wednesday evening. 

Dr. Ken Roxburgh 
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching 

Are you Searching for Sunday?
Sometimes being a Christian isn't easy.  The common 
"Christianized" ways - being born again, finding God's call, or 
'con-temporized'  worship - may be popular and easier to 
understand.  They may not, however, help us find a truer, more 
authentic relationship with the living God. In her book, Searching 
for Sunday, Rachel Held Evans, wrestles with the very things 
that often define our religious experience and opens them in 
authentic and real discussions.  Searching for Sunday reflects the 
journey we all take - from the created dichotomies of the rights 
and wrong that "define" faith, to the gray in-between the seem 
to reflect the reality of our spiritual lives.  If you ever doubted 
your baptism, if God's calling ends in failure, if you have 
questioned being among the hypocrites on Sunday 
morning...then perhaps you too are Searching for Sunday.  

Rusty Bennett
Deacon Chairperson

Upcoming Events

September Birthdays
Carl Lessman  9/4
Jeff Worrell  9/4

Joyce Thompson  9/5  
Ernesteen Jones  9/10

Terri Smith  9/14
Lindsay Thompson  9/19 

Peggy Gentry  9/22
Abigail Wurst  9/23
Henry Hobson  9/27
George Davis  9/28

Jeannie Branham  9/30 

9/2 Labor Day - Church Offices Closed
9/3 Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers     
9/8 Congregational Council Meeting - 12:30 p.m. in Room 140
9/16 Deacons Meeting - 6:00 p.m. in the Heritage Room 
9/29 Dinner on the Grounds - 12:30 p.m. in Drennen Hall

Wednesday Night Menus
9/4  Chicken Salad

9/11 Meatloaf
9/18 Soup and Sandwiches

9/25 Barbecue

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


