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The rose is a universal symbol of love and a reminder of 
the love of God that is at work in individual lives and in 
the world. The anchor is a symbol of the hope we have 
in Christ; hope for today, hope for tomorrow and 
forever. It reminds us that whatever we face in life, the 
love of Christ will hold fast and never fail. A truth that is 
affirmed in the hymn, “The Solid Rock.” 

When darkness seems to hide His face,          
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale,
My anchor holds within the veil. 

The cross, a rose, and an anchor, all symbols  to  
remind us that God who created all that is has blessed 
humankind with opportunities to experience the depth 
of his love, mercy and grace.

So, look up, and be reminded and encouraged 
because God is present with us as we all journey 
together.

Blessings,

Family Promise of Birmingham 
Annual Fundraiser and Auction 
Thursday, September 21  |  6pm
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church

https://twitter.com/southsidebham https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

Students & Young Professionals Group 
Wednesday Nights @ 6pm 

Dinner at 5:30pm 
(FREE for college students, $5 for everyone else)

Sunday Morning @9:30am
The Gathering at 9:00am

The cross, the rose and the anchor 
It is a common occurrence to stand in the pulpit on a 
Sunday morning and see someone in the congregation 
gazing at the ceiling. I assume the usual reason for 
looking upward with such a fixed focus is to pass the 
time, but, I hope, that on occasion, it is because one’s 
attention is captured by beauty and meaning of  
architectural features and symbols. There are many 
emblems in the worship space that might go unnoticed 
unless one carefully looks at all the details. Even those 
not so obvious are there for a reason though; they 
remind us of who we are and how those before us gave 
expression to their faith. One place you will find some 
not so obvious symbols is in the corners of the coffer 
where the beams intersect. In each corner is a shield 
that is abutted on each side by oak leaf crown molding. 
The off-white shield and the molding are in stark contrast 
to the Wedgwood blue ceiling, and are therefore obvious 
even from the floor forty feet below. Not easily seen, 
though, are the symbols on the shield: a cross, a rose 
and an anchor. 

The cross represents the 
unconditional and sacrificial love of 
Jesus, God incarnate. Jesus, 
in and through his journey to the
cross for all of humanity 
demonstrated God’s love at work 
in the world made evident in his 
death, burial and resurrection. The 
other two symbols on the shield,  
the rose and anchor, have been associated with 
Christianity through the centuries, and are relevant to us 
today as well.

http://www.cbf.net


Wednesday 
Evening 
Schedule

Sam Freeman  9/1  
Carl Lessman  9/4   
Jeff Worrell  9/4   

Joyce Thompson  9/5 
Justin Thompson  9/5 
Ernesteen Jones  9/10

Sara Bracy  9/11
Lindsay Thompson  9/19 

Peggy Gentry  9/22  
Henry Hobson  9/27 

Jeannie Branham  9/30 

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

SEPTEMBER 6
Church Alive     

(Studies in Acts)

SEPTEMBER 13
The Prayer Life of 

Jesus

SEPTEMBER 20
Lord, Teach Us to Pray

SEPTEMBER 27
Parables About Prayer

Community Engagement Opportunity
Our toiletries pantry has been depleted and we're in 
desperate need of more items. We know some of you 
have had grand travels over these summer months and 
we're hoping you'll share some of your bounty.

We'll have boxes placed around the church in the 
lobbies and other obvious places so be on the lookout!

Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in 

the Sanctuary

SEPTEMBER 3 
The God Who Is With Us 

SEPTEMBER 10
The God Who Acts For Us

SEPTEMBER 17
The God Who Frees Us

SEPTEMBER 24
The God Who Leads Us

Calling All College/Grad Students & 
Young Professionals!!

Next month, we'll have a few events to package these 
items in handy little baggies for our Food Bank and Clothes 
Closet clients and others who come to us in need. 

Stay tuned for more information on how you can be a 
part of SSBC's ministry outreach efforts. Have some 
ideas or want to organize something? Email the church at 
churchassistant@southsidebirmingham.org or call us at 
205.933.8381.

A new group has begun and we're 
really excited about it! There's so much 
going on in the world today and 
everyone needs a safe place to voice 
their concerns, ideas and opinions 
openly. And that's what we're offering. 
Join us on Wednesday nights at 6:00pm in Room 138 after 
picking up a delicious meal over in Drennen Hall. The meal is 
FREE for college students and just $5 for everyone else. Or join 
us on Sunday morning during the Sunday School hour after the 
Gathering (more free food). We look forward to seeing you there! 

Family Promise of Birmingham
Annual Fundraiser and Silent Auction

September 21, 2017 at 6:00pm
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church

Tickets are $40 in advance, $50 at the door
(contact Brenda Tidwell at 205.919.4205

for more info)

Upcoming Events
9/4    Labor Day - Church Office Closed
9/5    Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers - 6pm
9/7    Men's Lunch and Bible Study - 12pm
9/18  Deacon's Meeting - 6pm
9/21  Men's Lunch and Bible Study - 12pm 
9/21  Family Promise of Birmingham Fundraiser & Auction 
- 6pm at St. Stephen's Episcopal Church

  September Birthdays

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


