Southside Baptist Church
11th Ave. & 19th St. South
Birmingham, AL 35205

"Building an Inclusive Community of Grace"

HAPPENING at Southside
Dinner on the Grounds
September 9 - 12:30 p.m.

Family Promise Annual Fundraiser
6-9pm | Thursday, September 20
Soul Food Sunday and Cornbread Cook-Off
Bring your favorite dish and your prizewinning cornbread!

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, 3775
Crosshaven Dr.
Vestavia Hills, AL 35223

https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

#inclusivecommunity
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What Is Your Testimony?
Preparing for a “Southside Newcomers” class, I reread a
number of articles, some meeting minutes and glanced
through some old photographs to refresh my memory on
some highlights in SSBC’s history. I was again struck by the
fact that thousands of children, youth and adults learned of
and experienced God’s love, mercy and grace in Bible study,
worship, discipleship, service and fellowship here at
Southside Baptist Church. Although the vast majority of
those individuals have passed from this life to the next,
there are those of us here alive, well and committed to
living out faith with equal dedication and passion as those
who came before us. Maybe it was reviewing the history that
prompted some personal reflection, or perhaps, it was the
questions about Southside Baptist Church that come from a
friend, colleague or someone with family connections to our
community when a chance meeting occurs in the course of
everyday life. The questions of “How are things at
Southside? What is going on down there? How have all the
changes in the Southside Community affected the church?

great tenacity, stressing to members the freedom we have
in Christ and the individual’s ability and responsibility to
listen intently for the voice of God to discern the place
where our hearts, minds and spirits are fully centered in
the Spirit of Christ. It is there that we find the peace of
Christ and best version of ourselves that God intended
and compels us to be: the presence of Christ “Building an
inclusive community of grace,” first in this community
and then beyond.
Our faith journey is dynamic, not static; we are always in
transition being molded and shaped as individuals and as
a family of faith as expressed in the hymn “Have Thine
Own Way Lord,” the last verse of which is,
Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!
Hold o'er my being absolute sway.
Fill with thy Spirit till all shall see
Christ only, always, living in me!

I usually respond with a brief answer considering the source May our life and faith journey yield such a testimony.
and context of the question. Occasionally, however,
circumstances will permit deeper conversation sharing
details about the church and community. I tell them that
even though we have struggles as any organization does, we
experience a wonderfully warm and loving spirit among
members and extraordinary hospitality is extended to guests
and to our neighborhood. I believe this due in large part to
our core beliefs and values.
Southside Baptist holds to historic Baptist principles with

Dr. Timothy L. Kelley
Pastor for Congregational Care
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Worship
Schedule
9:00 a.m. The Gathering in
Drennen Hall
9:30 a.m. SundaySchool
11:00 a.m. Worship in
the Sanctuary

The Lord's Prayer
SEPTEMBER 2
"Pathway of Prayer: Justice"
Mark 6:10b
SEPTEMBER 9
"Pathway of Prayer: Daily
Bread"
Mark 6:11
SEPTEMBER 16
"Pathway of Prayer:
Forgiveness"
Mark 6:12
SEPTEMBER 23
"Pathway of Prayer: Trials and
Testing"
Mark 6:13
SEPTEMBER 30
"Pathway of Prayer: Worship"
Mark 6:13 (var.)

The Lord's Prayer

Welcome New Members!

Our series on Homilies on the Lord's Prayer have been central to
our experience of worship during August and September.

Take a moment to give a warm Southside welcome to our
three newest members!

Archbishop William Temple, former archbishop of Canterbury
spoke about worship and said that:

Molly Easter comes to us from Sacramento, California, and
is getting a Ph.D. in Biomedical Sciences at UAB. Hope Shen is
from Hartselle, Alabama, and now works at UAB in the Office
of International Admissions. Yifan is from Tangshan City,
Hebei Province, China, and is studying physical therapy at
UAB.

"Worship is the quickening of the conscience by his holiness; the
nourishment of the mind with his truth, the purifying of the
imagination by his beauty; the opening of the heart to his love; the
surrender of the will to his purpose."

'When does the service begin'? whispered a visitor to someone
sitting beside him in a Quaker meeting. ‘Oh, just after the meeting
ends!’ was the reply.

Dr. Ken Roxburgh
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching

Children and Youth Service Project: Book Drive

We'll be collecting new and gently used books for Better Basics for
the month of September in anticipation of September 30th when
the children and Young Adults will be making bookmarks. We'll
laminate the bookmarks with an SSBC label on the back of each
one to donate along with the books we've collected.
Better Basics is a sponsor of Birmingham City Schools, and they
are expanding this year to cover some other school districts. Last
year they gave away 5,000 books to those students who participate
in the literacy programs. While they do accept gently worn books,
for a lot of these students it will be the first book they ever own
themselves, and they want it to have a “new” quality.
I hope that everyone will participate in this Service Activity.
Marilyn Shepard
Deacon Vice-Chair

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper
6:00 p.m. Prayer and Bible
Study in Drennen Hall
SEPTEMBER 5
Calvin: Pastor and Preacher

Worship involves the whole of a person – body, soul and spirit –
mind and heart - indeed, the whole of life. It is not just a matter of
moonlighting with God in the twilight world of Sundays in church.
Miroslav Volf writes: ‘There is no space in which worship should
not take place, no time when it should not occur and no activity in
which it should not happen.’ As Paul reminds us in Romans 12,
acceptable worship is to ‘offer our bodies as living sacrifices, holy
and pleasing to God.’
The Lord's Prayer indicates that our whole lives are involved in
worship. So we pray for our 'daily bread' as well as seeking the
forgiveness of God, and asking for help during times of trial. The
Pathway way of Prayer intersects with worship in meaningful ways
on each day of our lives.

WEDNESDAY EVENING
SCHEDULE

SEPTEMBER 12
Calvin: Theologian of Grace
SEPTEMBER 19
Calvin: Church and Sacrament
Pictured from left to right: Hope Shen, Molly Easter, and Yifan Shen.

Upcoming Events
9/2 Congregational Council Meeting - 12:30 pm in
Room 140
9/3 Labor Day - Church Offices Closed
9/4 Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers
9/9 Soul Food Sunday and Cornbread Cook-off
9/16-9/22 Family Promise Hosting
9/17 Deacons Meeting - 6:00 pm in the Heritage Room
9/20 Family Promise Annual Fundraiser - 6:00 pm at
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church
9/30 Children and Youth Service Project - 12:30 pm

Wednesday Night Menus
9/5 Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
9/12 Beef Stew with Potatoes and Carrots
9/19 Chicken Noodle Casserole
9/26 Chili con Carne / Vegetarian Chili

September Birthdays
Sam Freeman 9/1
Carl Lessman 9/4
Jeff Worrell 9/4
Joyce Thompson 9/5
Justin Thompson 9/5
Ernesteen Jones 9/10

Sara Bracy 9/11
Lindsay Thompson 9/19
Peggy Gentry 9/22
Henry Hobson 9/27
Jeannie Branham 9/30

SEPTEMBER 26
Calvin: Parables of Luke's
Gospel

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.

James: Practical Faith
September 2: Endure Temptation
James 1:1-18
September 9: Faiths and Works
James 2:14-26
September 16: Words of Wisdom
James 3:1-10, 13-18
September 23: Faithful Conflict
James 4:1-12
September 30: Rich and Poor
James 5:1-11

