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Not much has changed since these two disciples met 
Jesus along the Emmaus Road. Even today we find 
ourselves confused, uncertain, disappointed and 
clinging to a hope that seems impossible. But we too 
have the promise and presence of God in our midst. 
When we turn to the Bible, we see God caring for His 
children and working through the complexities and 
difficulties of life to their benefit. When we turn to God 
in prayer, share in worship with our family of faith or 
experience the Lord through the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper, we also experience the presence of 
Christ. Though the road is not always clear, and we 
seem to live in a perpetual state of confusion and 
uncertainty, we can be certain of one thing: we have 
decided to walk with Jesus, and He is walking the 
same road with us.

In Christ,

Kris

Walking with Jesus
Walking with Jesus is never easy. We often find it difficult to 
determine which direction the Lord is leading us and 
sometimes wonder if He is even guiding us at all. The story of 
Cleopas and Mary’s journey from Jerusalem to Emmaus in 
Luke 24 reminds us that, for the earliest Christians, walking 
with Jesus was just as difficult.

They had been with Him in Jerusalem; they had seen Him die. 
Like all of Jesus’ followers, Cleopas and Mary had hoped that 
Jesus was the Messiah. And on a Friday evening at Calvary, 
Cleopas and Mary saw their Hope crucified. As they journey 
back to Emmaus, they are confused, uncertain and trying to 
make sense of the world around them, a world that looked so 
much different than it had just a few days before. 

But, as is often the case, it is in the moments of confusion 
and uncertainty that the Risen Lord makes Himself known. As 
Cleopas and Mary journey down the road, Jesus meets them 
where they are. They have the courage to share their lives 
with Him, and He reminds them of the promises of God as 
contained in Holy Scripture. “God has a plan,” we hear Jesus 
say, “a plan for the good of His children and the prosperity of 
His creation.”

But Jesus doesn’t just share a promise with the weary 
travelers along the Emmaus Road. That evening, having 
accepted the invitation to share a meal in the home of the two 
disciples, Jesus reveals Himself through the breaking of the 
bread. The promise of scripture is paired with the presence of 
the Risen Lord, and Cleopas and Mary know that they can be 
certain of Jesus, even when they don’t understand the ways 
in which He is working.
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Happening at Southside

Reminder: Church Directory 
Photographs
If you've made an appointment to have your 
photograph taken for the new church 
directory on Sept. 9 or 10, please remember 
to show up promptly ready to smile!  For 
more information, contact the church office 
at 205.933.8381.

Cajun Zydeco Dance Night!
Southside Centre for the Arts & Humanities invites 
you to the gymnasium at 8:00 p.m. again this Friday, 
September 11, for a night of live Zydeco music and 
dancing. Tickets are $15 at the door.
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Worship: What is it really?
Do you ever give much thought to the question?
Religious tradition and worship experiences  provide 
much of the basis for our understanding of worship 
and what worship really is. Quite often though, efforts 
to answer this question deal more with mode or style 
of worship from our past experiences than aspects 
central to the meaning of “worship.” In essence, 
worship is giving to God the very best that you have 
received from God; the best of your time, your 
talents, your resources, even life itself. After all, all 
that we are and all that we have is by the love and 
grace of God. The opportunities for worship and 
service at Southside Baptist, are all developed with 
the objective of facilitating and enhancing the worship 
experience for each and every person that chooses to 
participate. We are encouraged through scripture to 
present our lives as living sacrifices. Perhaps the 
words of the Psalmist sum up an appropriate 
response to the mercy and grace of God.
Come, let us bow down in worship,
  let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 

    for he is our God and we are the people of his                     
  pasture, the flock under his care. (Psalm 95:6-7) 

May our worship always be to the honor and glory of 
God.

Wednesday Evening Study
During the month of September, Southside Baptist Church will offer 
two educational opportunities on Wednesday nights. Following a 5:30 
p.m. fellowship meal, Dr. Ken Roxburgh will lead a 6:00 p.m. study of
the Apostles Creed, focusing on the key elements of the long held
profession of Christian faith. Meanwhile, across town at O’Henry’s
Coffeehouse, the Young Adult theological round table will feature a
discussion of John Eldredge’s Beautiful Outlaw. For more information
about either study, please contact the church office at 205.933.8381.

Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering 
in Drennen Hall

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Worship in the 
Sanctuary

5:00 p.m. "Hidden Texts" in 
Foster Auditorium

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship in 
Foster Auditorium

September 6
"Hard Sayings of Jesus about 

Grace"
OT Reading: Psalm 125

NT Reading: Luke 15:11-32

September 13
"Hard Sayings of Jesus about 

Discipleship, I"
OT Reading: Psalm 19

NT Reading: Luke 6:43-49

September 20
"Hard Sayings of Jesus about 

Discipleship, II" 
OT Reading: Psalm 98:1-5 NT 

Reading: Luke 9:19-26

September 27
"Hard Sayings of Jesus about 

Himself"
OT Reading: Psalm 1

NT Reading: Luke 22:39-46

The Apocrypha has a complex and complicated history 
within Protestant Christianity. These texts, recognized by 
the Catholic Church as canonical, are rarely mentioned in 
Protestant circles despite their rich contributions to the 
Christian faith. The preface to the Geneva Bible of 1560 
states that these books, “proceed from godly men," and 
thus merit the study of Christian men and women. Luther, 
ornery as he often was, suggested that these books were 
not canonical, removing them from their Old Testament 
context and placing them in a separate section of his 
1534 German edition of the Bible. Most Baptist have 
never read the Apocrypha at all.

But the complicated history of these books deserves our 
inquiry, if for no other reason than the fact that Jesus was 
familiar with them. This Fall, Southside Baptist Church will 
provide an opportunity to explore texts like Tobit, Sirach, 
the Maccabees and others. We will take a good look at 
the development of the canon, the validity of the 
Apocrypha and the role that these texts played in the life 
of the Early Church. Did Jesus consider these books to be 
Scripture? Can a non-canonical book speak the words of 
God to the modern Church? How and why were these 
books removed in the first place? These questions and 
others will be posed as we dive into the “hidden” books of 
the Apocrypha this Fall.

Southside Baptist Church invites you to join us for this 
study which will be held on Sunday evenings at 5:00 p.m. 
A time of worship will follow at 6:00 p.m., culminating with 
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

'Hidden Texts'
The Apocrypha in Christian Tradition

Wednesday 
EVENING 
Schedule

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper
6:00 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study in 

Drennen Hall
6:30 p.m. Theology Round Table at 

O'Henry's Coffeehouse in Brookwood 
Village

September 9
Bible Study - Apostles Creed: 

"Adventures in Ideas.."
Round Table - Beautiful Outlaw: The 

Playfulness of God and the Poison of 
Religion

September 16
Bible Study - Apostles Creed: God

Round Table - Beautiful Outlaw: Is Jesus 
Really Playful?

September 23
Bible Study - Apostles Creed: Jesus

Round Table - Beautiful Outlaw: The Most 
Human Face of All

September 30
Bible Study - Apostles Creed: Died and 

was buried
Round Table - Beautiful Outlaw: Disruptive 

Honesty
Dr. Timothy L. Kelley
Associate Pastor
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