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"Building an Inclusive Community of Grace"

roots cloud our understanding of our roles as good 
stewards, or managers, of all God has made 
possible. We would do well to learn from the 
examples of those who give out of a relationship of 
love for God, and love from God, by asking the 
question what is God leading me to do with all of my 
resources: money, time, and talents? We will hear a 
testimony from a deacon each week during the 
stewardship emphasis in October. Hopefully, this 
emphasis will help us understand more completely 
Paul’s words in his second letter to the 
Corinthians.

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.”  2 Corinthians 9:7

Dr. Timothy L. Kelley           
Pastor for Congregational Care

#inclusivecommunity

The Autumnal Equinox and a large yellow-gold harvest 
moon appearing low on the horizon signaled the 
turning of another season. Cooler days with fewer 
daylight hours are soon to follow prompting me to 
recall memories of days growing up in south Alabama. In 
particular, the days as summer gave way to autumn and 
fields ready to be harvested were visible all across the  
landscape. Vivid are the memories of dust billowing up 
creating brown clouds hovering over the fields as 
farmers traversed back and forth all day and even into 
the night harvesting crops of corn, peanuts, and 
soybeans. Just thinking of the dust and drying 
vegetation even now causes a itchy sensation in my nose 
that means a sneeze is not far behind. It was a sprint to 
the finish for those whose livelihood depended on the 
fall harvest; and afterwards, there was a great celebration of 
what the earth produced acknowledging the blessings of the 
Lord of sunshine and rain as the farmer planted, 
cultivated and harvested. Those images and experiences are 
humbling to me now as I consider the attitudes and efforts 
of those tied so closely to the earth. They 
understood their role as stewards of the land doing their 
part, but they also knew that God was the Lord of the 
harvest and of every aspect of their life. With the harvest 
gathered and delivered to market, the source of the 
bounty was not forgotten and rural churches saw a large 
increase in tithes and offerings reflecting a relationship 
and understanding of dependence on God. The 
offerings given came from a loving and dependent 
relationship with God rather than an obligatory act or a 
decision in response to the question, “What does the church 
need to pay its bills?”  

Perhaps our distance and lack of exposure to our cultural 
https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

Magic City AIDS Walk Rocks! 
10/14  -  Avondale Brewery  -  3-9 pm

Text-to-Give  Now Available!
Questions?

Contact the church office.

Harvest Blessings

Encouragement from the Book of Hebrews
When John Wesley went on his itinerant evangelistic 
tours of Briton and Ireland, the most frequent phrase 
which he used to describe his preaching was simply: I 
offered them Christ. 

Wesley knew that the good news of God’s love is not 
primarily about a set of beliefs and teachings, but first 
and foremost about a person – Jesus Christ – his person 
and work. Karl Barth, perhaps as no other theologian 
has done, made Christology the very center of his 
theological discussion believing that 'the Bible directs us 
to the name of Jesus Christ.' Our homilies from October 
14 to November 25 will focus on Hebrews, a book which 
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Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in 

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

Brian Wilson  10/1
Kay Thompson  10/2

Jane Bryan  10/3
Selesta Tucker  10/5

Ian Tucker  10/7

Parables of Jesus

OCTOBER 3
Parable of the Friend at Midnight

Luke 11:5-8

OCTOBER 10
Parable of the Rich Fool

Luke 12:13-21

 OCTOBER 17
Parable of the Lost Coin and the Son

Luke 16

OCTOBER 24
Church Conference

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

Principles of Stewardship

October 7: Perspective             
Matthew 6:19-34

October 14 Accountability             
Luke 16:1-9

October 21: Responsibility      
Luke 16:19-31

October 28: Reward
Matthew 25:14-30

the Sanctuary

OCTOBER 7
World Communion 

Sunday

OCTOBER 14
Focus of our Faith - 

Who is Jesus?
Hebrews 1:1-5

OCTOBER 21
Focus of our Faith - 

Death, thou are dead
Hebrews 2:1-9, 14-15

OCTOBER 28
Focus of our Faith - 

The Throne of Grace
Hebrews 4:14-16 Ken Roxburgh  10/9

Chris McClendon  10/14
Steve Hill  10/22

Laurie Baker  10/24
Rocky Shepard  10/25

October Birthdays

                       

Upcoming Events
10/2  Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers
10/7  World Communion Sunday
10/7  Congregational Council Meeting - 12:30 pm in 
Room 140
10/14  Magic City AIDS Walk - 3-9 pm at Avondale 
Brewery
10/14  Jazz Vespers - 6-7 pm in Drennen Hall
10/15  Deacons Meeting - 6 pm in the Heritage Room       
10/24  Quarterly Church Conference

Wednesday Night Menus
10/3     BBQ
10/10   Spaghetti
10/17   Meat Loaf
10/24   Breakfast

Welcome New Members!
Take a moment to give a warm Southside welcome to our 
newest members!

Vail and Mitch Williams are excited to become members of 
Southside Baptist Church. They relocated from Bristol, TN, 
where they were members of Common Ground Fellowship 
affiliated with the American Baptist Churches. Vail, a native of 
Lebanon, TN, and Mitch, a native of Decatur, AL, are 
graduates of Samford University. They are the parents of 
Audrey Voskuilen, Amersfoort, the Netherlands, and Caroline 
Janeway, Birmingham, Alabama. They recently retired, and 
they plan to re-enter the workforce in the near future.

focuses our attention on Jesus Christ.

The book of Hebrews is often seen as a letter of encouragement, an 
exhortation to Christians who were being tempted to give up their 
commitment to Christ because of persecution. The unknown author 
suggests that when we remember all that Christ has accomplished 
for us in his life, death and resurrection, this will draw us closer to 
him as we commit our lives to the pathway of consistent discipleship.

Join us on Sunday mornings to engage in worship with the 
Southside community of faith and to learn together a message for 
our lives in the 21st century.

Dr. Ken Roxburgh 
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching

Stewardship and You
Southside has been in this community for over a century. For the 
past decade or so, we have struggled to meet the demands of the 
expenses of running such a large facility with minimal resources. We 
have been fortunate that those who have come before us planned 
for our future. 

As we enter into the month of October and focus on our 
stewardship, I would like to encourage you to ensure you are also 
planning for our future. Giving to the church today impacts 
tomorrow; giving to the church regularly ensures we are able to 
continue to minister to the community; and giving to the church 
through estate planning or other long-term donations, helps to 
ensure the future of Southside continues. 

The past year, we have seen additional hits to our budget with 
costly repairs and maintenance. I believe we all have a special place in 
our hearts for this church. I believe also that this special place 
includes the memories shared inside these walls. If we want to 
continue to experience these memories inside these walls and 
ensure they stand for future members to make memories, we have to 
make sacrifices today. I hope you will join me in planning for our 
church’s financial future.

Chris Fisher 
Deacon Chair 

                      WEDNESDAY  Evening 
SCHEDULE  

OCTOBER 31
Two Parables for Guests and Hosts

Luke 14:7-14

From the Choirmaster...
Because they are such an important part of our worship at 
Southside, allow me to mention two Martinson Choral Scholars.  

We welcome new scholar Gabe Knight. He is a sophomore 
Music Education major at UAB, a fine addition to our bass section. 
We are thrilled to have him join us on the first Sunday of October.

Then we celebrate the fourth anniversary 
of Martinson Scholar Patton Lenard, 
a valued continuing member of the 
program, as well as a member of our 
student and young professionals study 
group.  Thanks Patton!  

Dr. Tim Banks
Choirmaster

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


