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"Building an Inclusive Community of Grace"

How do we respond? What are we to do?

At the prayer vigil, one Rabbi encouraged 
everyone to respond to the evil acts in Pittsburgh 
by committing to doing a mitzvah, some act of 
kindness for someone, thereby returning good for 
evil. (You can choose a mitzvah here: 
www.charidy.com/respondwithlight.) It is advice 
that is in keeping with scripture, “To act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 
God,” (Micah 6:8) and “to love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  (Leviticus 19:18b)

Loving God with all that we are and loving our 
neighbor as our self in word and deed pierces the 
darkness with the light of God’s love. It breaks 
down barriers and brings hope and peace, one 
kind and loving deed at a time.

Let us be instruments of God’s peace!

Dr. Timothy L. Kelley           
Pastor for Congregational Care

#inclusivecommunity

As this is issue of The Columns is being completed, 
there is a pall of horror and grief resting heavily on 
communities across our country and around the 
world. Certainly, it is felt  most intensely in Jewish 
communities, especially those with ties to The Tree of 
Life synagogue in Pittsburgh, and it is evident in non-
Jewish communities as well. Some of our church 
members participated in the prayer vigil at Temple 
Bethel and stood alongside other Christians, Muslims, 
people of other faiths and our Jewish brothers and 
sisters all hoping and praying for comfort, strength 
and guidance. In unity we prayed, sang, remembered 
and celebrated the lives of those eleven men and 
women killed in Pittsburgh and with lights held high, 
we walked in unity illuminating the street and 
sidewalks of Highland Avenue from the steps of 
Temple Beth-El to the steps of Temple Emanu-El.  

I realize that I do not know, nor can I fully know, the 
depth of fear experienced every time anti-Semitic 
words are uttered or acts of violence are directed 
toward a Jewish community or individual, but I can 
recognize hate that is rooted in prejudice, bigotry and 
xenophobia. Too many times and too frequently we 
are confronted with accounts of violent and 
murderous acts toward another person, race or group 
of people because of who they are. Such news shocks 
us, we are incensed and our emotions well  up within 
us as we strain mentally to comprehend these 
atrocious evil acts rooted in hate-filled minds and     
hearts.            https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

Five Points Community Thanksgiving Service 
November 20  |  12 pm

Baptist Church of the Covenant

Instruments of Peace

It's time for our annual Thanksgiving Turkey 
gifts for our Food Bank clients, and $25 gets 

turkeys for TWO families!

Make checks out to Southside Baptist Church designated 
“Food Bank.” (Or you can contribute online.)

 The deadline to give is November 20.



Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in 

Cheryl Simonetti  11/01
Mary Ann Somers  11/04

Abbey Nelson  11/06 
Lucy Parsons  11/06

Mary Lynn Bates  11/06
Jesse Bates  11/06

Wendy Jones  11/10
Charlie Waldrep  11/13

Kay Ferguson 11/13

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

Parables of Jesus

NOVEMBER 7
Parable of the Rich Man and 

Lazarus
Luke 16:19-31

NOVEMBER 14
TBD

The Book of Ruth 

November 4: Ruth's Faithfulness             
Ruth 1:6-18

November 11: Boaz's Kindness             
Ruth 2:1-3, 8-14

November 18: Ruth's Boldness      
Ruth 3:1-13

November 25: Ruth and Boaz 
Marry 

Ruth 4:1, 3-6, 9-12

the Sanctuary

NOVEMBER 4
All Souls Day

Focus of our Faith - Great 
Cloud of Witnesses

Hebrews 12:1-3

NOVEMBER 11
Focus of our Faith - 
Obedience of Jesus

Hebrews 5:1-11

NOVEMBER 18
Thanksgiving 

Service 

NOVEMBER 25
Focus of our Faith - 
Fellowship of Faith

Hebrews 13:1-8  

Lance Ramp  11/15 
Shirley Henderson 11/16 
George Triantos  11/16 

Eli McMillan 11/16 
Henry Penick  11/23 
Yifan Shen  11/24 

Ginger Hydrick 11/24 
 Aria Elise McMillan 11/26 

November Birthdays

Upcoming Events
11/4  All Saints Sunday/ Daylight Savings Ends      
11/4  Congregational Council Meeting - 12:30 pm, Rm 140                                 
11/6    Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers            
11/11  Veterans Day
11/19  Deacons Meeting - 6 pm, Heritage Rm              
11/20  Five Points Community Thanksgiving Service - 
12pm, Baptist Church of the Covenant
11/22-23 Thanksgiving Holidays (Church Offices Closed)

Wednesday Night Menus
11/7     Spaghetti
11/14   Turkey and Dressing
11/21   No Wednesday Evening Activities  
11/28   Pork Chops

Thank you, Veterans!
As we collectively honor those who have served our country on 
November 11, we would like to specially recognize those members 
of our congregation who have served. We'll have a display table 
on Wednesday night, November 7, on which you can share 
photographs or other memorabilia of Veterans you would like to 
personally honor. (We apologize to anyone we've left off this list).

Bennett Calhoun 
Stuart Collier 
Jerry Huie   
Cleve Kinney 
Warren Kinney

                      WEDNESDAY  Evening 
SCHEDULE  

NOVEMBER 21
No Evening Activities

NOVEMBER 28
Parables of the Pharisee and Tax 

Collector
Luke 18:9-14

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

Religious life in Scotland and Beyond
Most of my research over the last decade has focused on ‘Christianity in 
Scotland in the 20th and 21st centuries.’

The decline of the Church in Scotland since the 1960s has reached the 
stage that the Presbyterian Church of Scotland announced that twenty 
20 of the 31 congregations across the Shetland Islands will close. The 
Shetland Isles have a population of just over 23,000.

The BBC reported that the Church indicated that keeping all the 
buildings open in the Isles had become "unaffordable" due to dwindling 
congregations and a shortage of ministers. It is the largest tranche of 
kirk closures ever to be announced in Scotland.

Over the next three years 20 out of 31 churches in Shetland are 
expected to shut their doors. It’s a challenge that the church is facing in 
different parts of the Western world. 

According to an article by Harriet Norwood in The Guardian, "Polls 
show a drop in the proportion of white evangelicals from a peak in the 
1990s of around 27% of the population to between 17% and 13% now, 
alongside a significant rise in religious pluralism and those – particularly 
young people – who say they have no religion." 

Although the decline in Church attendance is not so dramatic in the 
South, the number of people abandoning the life of the Church 
challenges us to consider our mission as Southside Baptist. 

We would do well to remember the words of William Temple, former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, ‘The Church is the only organization that 
exists for those who not yet its members’.

Dr. Ken Roxburgh 
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching

Building an Inclusive Family
Starting in November, the Sunday School curriculum will be covering 
Ruth. The bond and relationship Ruth and Naomi develop is not an 
example of a typical family, in those days or even ours. As we venture 
into these lessons, think of those in our community who may not feel 
welcomed everywhere they go due to their atypical family 
circumstances. With Thanksgiving approaching at the end of the month, 
think of the “family” that you will gather with and the family you won’t.

I challenge us to take our inclusive community of grace into November 
thinking of those individuals. Let’s welcome them into the family of 
Southside Baptist Church. Let’s welcome them to our table. Let’s set our 
own definition of family that ensures everyone has a place and a 
purpose. 

Chris Fisher 
Deacon Chair

W.D. Peeples
Peter Poltorzelski
Kevin Pruitt
Brent Thompson
Cedric Williams

Text-to-Give  Now 
Available!
Questions?

Contact the church office.

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


