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I wonder and try to imagine what it was like for the 
disciples in the days immediately following the 
Resurrection. The range of emotions must have been from 
the utmost highs to the deep dark depths of lows and 
everywhere in between. Each of them surely had a long list 
of questions and concerns about the days ahead even after 
the resurrected Jesus appeared on the first day to the 
women at the tomb, two disciples on the road to Emmaus, 
and to the disciples gathered in a locked room. It was a 
time for them to ponder all Jesus had taught and shown 
them concerning who he is, why he came, why he called 
them to follow him and to what end.  When gathered 
together on the day of Jesus' ascension, the disciples asked 
him once again, "Is this the time when you establish your 
kingdom?" Jesus dismissed the question saying it was "not 
for you to know," and then commissioned the disciples to 
be his witnesses empowered by the Holy Spirit. We know 
what occurred on the Day of Pentecost when the disciples 
were emboldened to teach and preach beyond their natural 
abilities.

We are now in the period of Eastertide; the fifty days 
beginning on Easter and continuing through the day of 
Pentecost, during which we are reminded and invited to 
participate in the ongoing celebration of the Resurrection. 
Certainly, as Christians we celebrate and give thanks for 
Jesus’ resurrection everyday and the hope we have in Jesus 
the Christ.  In the Jewish calendar, the fifty days beginning 
with Passover are a celebration of God delivering the 
Israelites out of bondage in Egypt and the miraculous 
events surrounding the Exodus. This fifty day period of 
celebration includes the Festival of First Fruits, or 
Pentecost. The monumental events and divine 
intervention celebrated in Passover, stretch our minds to 
the edge of belief; yet, when we consider what God has 
done through the Church, born on the Day of Pentecost, 
we better understand God’s omnipotence.

Eastertide: What does it mean to you?

Organ Recital
Join us for the second 
event of our organ's 

50th anniversary 
celebration as we 

welcome 
Bill Remele at 4:00 pm 

on May 19th.

The late Fred Craddock, Distinguished Professor of 
Preaching at Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University, was quoted in a recent Formations 
"Learner's Guide" explaining it this way:

Craddock’s words remind us that the hope and joy 
found in the Resurrection are sustained by the Spirit 
within us. And, like the disciples who were 
commissioned as witnesses, we as individuals and a 
community of faith are witnesses that need the Spirit to 
teach, empower and be with us in all our efforts.

We recently elected members to leadership positions 
(Deacons, Officers, Committees) for this year. These 
individuals have been called forth by the church to 
shoulder the responsibility of leading Southside Baptist 
Church to be a witness of God’s love, mercy and grace, 
in a most challenging time. Although difficult, such 
times are fertile ground for lives rooted in Christ's love 
to flourish. We grow spiritually as we lean upon the 
Spirit within us to prompt, direct and uphold us in all 
efforts. Like the first disciples, Jesus is calling us to 
follow, telling our story, knowing that the Holy Spirit is 
with us whatever challenge comes our way. We know 
this because the risen Lord has promised this to you 
and to me. 

May 19  |  6 pm  |  Drennen Hall

Happy Mother's 
Day ...

to all the mothers 
and mother-figures 
who have shaped 

us.

Voices of the South
2019 Spring Show

For more info on this 
barbershop chorus' show, 
visit voicesofthesouth.com.

May 11  |  4 pm  |  Sanctuary

featuring Cheryl Simonetti & the JV Band

Pentecost completes Easter just as Easter completes 
Good Friday. A church without Pentecost cannot 
shout “He is risen” loudly enough to sustain Easter 
week after week.



Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in Drennen 
Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday  School     
11:00 a.m.  Worship in the 

Sanctuary

MAY 5
Easter Faith II 

Revelation 5:11-14

MAY 12
Easter Faith III 
Revelation 7:9-17       

MAY 19                                   
Easter Faith IV             
Revelation 21:1-6

MAY 26
"Help in Troubled Times"

John 14:23-29

                      WEDNESDAY  Evening 
SCHEDULE  

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

Paul's Partners
Jesus’ last moments with Simon Peter recorded in John's Gospel are 
a beautiful reminder of God's grace and love.  After the denial of 
Jesus and the desperation of the crucifixion, we see the extended 
hand of forgiveness and grace of the resurrection.  Peter comes face-
to-face with the risen Lord receiving not condemnation, but a new 
beginning and with that new beginning, a call to care for God's 
children.  New beginnings -- how many long for a chance to start 
anew? A chance to move beyond the conceptuality of the 
resurrection to its manifestation in daily life. 

In Jesus' message to Peter lies an important call to each of us.  The 
call to care for one another is the call to love like Jesus. The call to 
help bring and foster new beginnings that come through a 
relationship with the risen Lord.  Such responsibility is hard to 
imagine doing alone. Caring for one another requires partnership, 
working together to care for all of God’s children.  The call to care 
and share the power which rests in the resurrection is no better 
witnessed than in the life of Paul and his ministry.  Over the next 
four weeks, we will step into Paul's ministry by exploring his 
partnerships that helped others to fully experience the power of the 
resurrection.  

Our faith journey is defined by the community.  As you journey 
during this Eastertide, I hope you will make time to reflect on the 
power of new beginnings.  Join us each Sunday morning in May at 
9:30 am, as we explore Paul's partners that helped to shape and share 
the good news of Christ.  

Rusty Bennett

MAY 1
Paul's Letters III

MAY 8
Paul's Letters IV

MAY 15
Paul's Letters V

MAY 22 
Missions I

MAY 29
Missions II

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

Paul's Partners in Ministry

May 5    Barnabas 
Acts 9:23-31; 13:1-3

May 12  Silas 
Acts 17:1-10, 13-15

May 19  Priscilla and Aquila 
Acts 18:1-4, 18-21, 24-28

May 26  Timothy and 
Epaphroditus

Phil 2:19-30

Eastertide
Easter is the nerve center of the Christian faith. The biggest day in 
world history. The day death died. Crucifixion grief is suddenly 
confronted with resurrection glory. Fortunately, in the liturgical 
calendar, we don’t just celebrate the resurrection on Easter 
Sunday, but through the succeeding weeks into June.

The Easter mystery cannot be tidily explained by me any more 
than it could be explained that first morning. It can only be 
proclaimed, just as it was on that first Easter. The lectionary texts for 
the weeks following Easter Sunday focus attention on selections 
from the book of Revelation, and these passages will provide our 
homilies for a few weeks. After 40 days of Lent, we need these 
several Sunday of Easter to rejoice in the Lord!

Join us on the Sunday mornings of May and June to proclaim our 
faith: Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed!

Dr. Ken Roxburgh 
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching

Upcoming Events
5/5   Congregational Council Meeting
5/7   Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers
5/11  Voices of the South concert - 7 pm in the Sanctuary          
5/12  Mother's Day
5/19  Organ Concert of Bill Remele - 4 pm in the Sanctuary 
5/19  Jazz Vespers - 6 pm in Drennen Hall
5/20  Deacons Meeting - 6 pm in the Heritage Room

Wednesday Night Menus

5/1  Hamburgers and Hot dogs
5/8  Barbecue chicken
5/15  Soup and Sandwiches
5/22  Salad Bar
5/29  TBA

May Birthdays

Margaret Murphy  5/05 
Tim Banks  5/09     

James Shepard 5/12 
Carol Brock  5/19 

Valerie Abbott 5/23 
Vince Vosteen  5/23 

Bonnie Zarzaur   5/27 
Aleesa Naish 5/29 
Earl Richards  5/31

Organ Recital
Bill Remele will play a recital on May 19 at 4:00 continuing the 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the organ. Bill is a Birmingham 
native and holds the masters degree in organ from Samford where he 
was a student Dr. Ted Tibbs. He lives in Wilmington, NC, where he 
is the organist/director of music at First Lutheran Church and is an 
instructor at Brunswick Community College. 

Please come and invite your friends!

Sarah Heaslett 
Organist

From our Martinson Scholar, Patton 
Lenard:
I am from a small community in east Alabama that only 
has one caution light, a school, and a post office. Blink 
and you’ll miss it. I’m sure you can imagine the brand
f Baptist churches I had grown up with. I wasn’t sure 
what to expect when I started at Southside over four 
and a half years ago. Thankfully, Southside quickly 
defied my expectations, as its message of building an 
inclusive community of grace was demonstrated time 
and time again. I am grateful for the support of the 
congregation, as well as the spiritual guidance I have 
received during my time here at Southside. I’m am now 
embarking on a new journey as a Wildland Firefighter in 
central Idaho. I ask that you keep me in your prayers as I 
navigate this exciting opportunity.

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


