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remained true that he would not leave them as orphans 
but would send another to be with them. This group of 
followers were bewildered by all they had experienced. 

They wondered what would happen next and what they 
should do. On the day of Pentecost though, much clarity 
as to their mission became clear. On Pentecost the 
Church was born, many miraculous events took place, 
and an unlikely group of average people became world 
changers gifted to fulfill their calling as disciples. I think it is 
safe to believe that the disciples who watched Jesus 
ascend to be with the Father had not the faintest idea of 
what would happen a short time later.

Eastertide is a time to remember that the presence of 
Christ's Spirit guides, teaches, counsels, comforts and 
corrects us on our journey.
Eastertide is a time to pray for a spiritual renewal. 
Eastertide is a time to observe the Spirit of Christ at work 
around us and to know that God uses those the world 
sees as unlikely choices to accomplish great things for his 
glory.

And above all, regardless of how difficult our paths or how 
large the obstacles before us, be encouraged because 
the  Spirit of Christ given at Pentecost has not departed!

I enjoy our journey together,

Eastertide and Pentecost
Eastertide, is a powerful, exciting and encouraging period in 
the church year. It begins with the joy of Easter Sunday, 
includes the ascension of Christ and leads up to the wonder 
and amazement of the Day of Pentecost. The awareness, 
understanding, and faith in the resurrected Christ is affirmed 
and celebrated as we live everyday with the presence of 
Christ in our lives. But, during Eastertide it is greatly 
amplified. The scriptural accounts of the risen Christ 
appearing to his eleven disciples and many other followers 
affirm, time and again, the love, mercy and grace found in 
the personal relationships of Jesus with his followers. 

Jesus’ appearances and actions over the forty days leading 
up to his ascension found him comforting those mourning his 
physical death; calming and assuring those who were fearful; 
teaching, guiding and exhorting followers who were 
doubting; and forgiving, affirming and reconciling disciples 
tormented by the guilt of having fled or denied knowing 
Jesus rather than standing with him. The range of thoughts 
and emotions experienced by Jesus’ followers and his 
response to them were of great encouragement to his 
followers then and to us now in the midst of our own 
struggles. 

Jesus called his disciples to follow him and live a life that was 
counter to human tendencies of putting oneself first. He calls 
us to do the same. The last appearance of the risen Christ to 
his disciples was on the Mount of Olives, a place Jesus 
frequented and spent time during the week of his Passion. 
Appearing to his disciples, Jesus commissioned them to go 
and teach others all that he had taught them; to  lead them in 
this way of repentance, forgiveness, self denial and love for 
others that Jesus demonstrated. 

Although Jesus disappeared from their sight, his words 

The Southside Players present
Noel Coward's
"Blithe Spirit"

-
May 11-13, 18-20 at 7pm May 

21 at 2:30pm
-

Foster Auditorium
-

$25 Adults
$15 Students and Seniors (55+) 

Advance tickets at etix.com 
____________________________________________________

Join us for Jazz Vespers on the Sunny Side of the Street
Sunday, May 14 at 6pm on the front steps of SSBC

FREE food, fun and fellowship!

http://www.southsidebirmingham.org
mailto:tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org


Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in 

the Sanctuary

Wednesday 
Evening 
Schedule

Margaret Murphy  5/5 
Philip Pieper  5/6 
Tim Banks  5/9 

James Shepard  5/12 
Carol Brock  5/19

Valerie Abbott  5/23 
Vince Vosteen  5/23 
Bonnie Zarzaur  5/27 
Aleesa Naish  5/29 
Earl Richards  5/31

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

MAY 3 
Baptist Spirituality

MAY 10 
Quaker Spirituality 

Nancy Whitt

MAY 17 
Spirituality of Feasting 

and Fasting

MAY 24
Jesus' Ascension             

Luke 24:22-53

MAY 31
Pentecost and the Church 

Acts 2:1-12

A Mother's Day Prayer
This day we gather with eager hearts, hungry for your Word, 
yearning for the joy you promise in love. O God, together we hold 
a vision of your kingdom, a people of prayer and open hearts, a 
loving Body of Christ eager to learn and eager to share. You 
bless us, O God, and shine upon us with the mercy of your 
salvation. And your Good Earth has yielded its increase through 
those who have brought us great blessing.
On this day of celebrating your love, we lift to you those who 
have given us life, those who have loved us, those who have 
blessed us, and those who have taught us, our mothers. May 
your blessing pour out upon the woman who gave us birth, and 
those beautiful, strong women of faith who have been mothers to 
us along our journey.
We praise you, O God, for your gift of motherly love, both gentle 
and fierce, both strong and humble, both kind and true. Where 
we have been so blessed, we give our grateful praise, for you 
have provided loving hands that have worked so hard in raising 
us, cared enough to correct us, blessed us in ways we cannot 
have fully known as children.
We call forth your compassion upon every mother who has 
unknowingly caused pain and suffering. And, so we lift to you our 
mothers, so imperfect, also so wounded by this world.
We bless our mothers this day, no matter what they have done 
or left undone. We do this because we believe in your healing, 
and we believe in your love and we believe that you love every 
mother, good or bad; and we stand together with all mothers in 
solidarity, for we all are in need of your grace. Where we have 
failed because we did not know better, help us to forgive 
ourselves. Where we have seen your face in any woman who has 
been to us a mother, in her face we have seen your light and 
your love and we give thanks -- for where they have loved, they 
have kept your word and blessed us.
We lift to you the heart of every mother who has watched her 
child die of hunger, every mother who had been a victim of 
abuse, every woman who stands in protest against a world that 
massacres her children and renames them "collateral damage." 

5/2    Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers - 6pm 
5/4    Men's Lunch and Bible Study - 12pm
5/9    Ramsey High School Choral Concert - 7pm 
5/11,12,13  "Blithe Spirit" performed by the Southside 
Players - 7pm in Foster Auditorium 
5/14  Mother's Day  
         Jazz Vespers - 6pm on the Lawn
5/15  Deacons Meeting - 6pm
         UAB Choir Concert - 7pm
5/18  Men's Lunch and Bible Study - 12pm
5/18,19,20  "Blithe Spirit" - 7pm in Foster Auditorium
5/20  Five Points Clean Up Day - 9:30am at J.Clyde's 
5/21  "Blithe Spirit" - 2:30pm in Foster Auditorium  
5/29  Memorial Day - Church Office Closed

  May Birthdays

MAY 7 
Faith for the Future        

Luke 24:36-49      
Dr. Roxburgh 

MAY 14
Mother's Day       
Dr. Roxburgh 

MAY 21
"Let not your heart be troubled"  

John 14:15-21    
Dr. Kelley      

MAY 28
"Watching Over His Own"   

John 17:1-11
Dr. Kelley

This will be a great opportunity for 
community outreach since we'll be 
outdoors, so come represent our 
welcoming congregation while 
relzaxing and enjoying some jazz.

Kid-friendly, pet-friendly and guest-
friendly, this Jazz Vespers promises 
to be a delightful event.

Upcoming Events

We lift to you the prayer of every mother who has ever loved and 
lost.

We lift to you our Mother Earth. We lift to you our Mother Church. 
We lift to you, O God, your mother's heart; and although we 
cannot fully express our gratitude, help each one of us to be your 
blessing of love, a blessing straight from your heart. Amen.

"Mother's Day Prayer" Copyright 2008 Rev. Jane Sommers.

A Special Jazz Vespers
Join us at 6pm in Mother's Day, May 14, on the steps of the 
church as we enjoy food, fellowship and wonderful live music.

For those of you new to Jazz Vespers, our own Cheryl Simonetti 
will be performing on the piano accompanied by the very talented 
JV band. They perform both secular and spiritual pieces, new and 
old. This time, we have the privilege of welcoming Rickey Powell, 
a local legend and friend of SBC, as guest vocalist. 

http://eepurl.com/cAD_Xn
http://southsidebirmingham.org/spiritual-growth/lenten-devotional-2017
https://soundcloud.com/tim-banks/trotta-sevenlastwords-24feb2017-full-concert
http://eepurl.com/cAD_Xn
http://eepurl.com/cAD_Xn
http://southsidebirmingham.org/spiritual-growth/lenten-d7AAE30evotional-2017

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


