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The spiritual journey of 40 days plus the Sundays 
designated as Lent are days of preparation and renewal 
for all believers. It is a time for looking within, fine 
tuning our focus, to see what is in hidden the dark 
recesses of our heart and mind. The forty days comprise 
a period that correlates with the length of time Jesus 
spent in the wilderness immediately following his 
baptism. It was in this wilderness that Jesus was tempted 
to abandoned the purpose for which he came to dwell 
on earth and opt for a way more pleasing to his 
humanity. Jesus resisted the temptations and began his 
ministry of seeking those he came to save. 

In the wilderness, Jesus experienced the real struggle of 
remaining fixed on, and committed to, the calling and 
purpose of his life on earth when he was weak, 
vulnerable and tempted; therefore, he understood the 
struggle of those to whom he ministered with 
compassion, love and grace.

So, living each day on our journey to Easter, and 
hopefully beyond, we examine our lives and we pray for 
forgiveness as repentance and confession is made. And  
because God is faithful and just, the weight of our sin is 
lifted and we are freed from the burden that weighed 
heavy upon us. While that is a promise that lifts our 
spirit, it is  only part of the story. With a cleansed heart, 
an uplifted and renewed spirit, we are positioned to see 
all things and all people with eyes and a heart that 
understands the struggling of living a life that blesses 
others rather than being concerned only for oneself. 
Jesus lived his earthly life reaching out to the 
marginalized, the oppressed, the weak, the vulnerable, 
the unloved, the lonely, the exploited, the friendless, the 
hated, the despised, which on occasion had nothing to 

A Lenten Journey of Renewal

Five Points St. Patrick's 
Day Parade

3/14  10am - 3pm

Join in the fun and 
community outreach!

do with one’s means. Jesus saw the heart and the pain 
of those struggling, looking for that place to 
experience the love of God and to find rest for their 
soul. That is the way that Jesus loved those he 
encountered and how he loves even you and me. Jesus' 
command to love others as we have been loved by him 
is an ongoing challenge for me, so I pray as I meditate 
on this ‘New Command” that the Lord will soften and 
mold my heart and your heart and guide us to those 
whom the Lord might bless through us. What a 
supreme privilege it is to experience and share with 
others the unconditional love, mercy and grace of 
God.

Praise be to God.

Dinner on the Grounds

Learn more about the gifts of being 
imperfect in our book study group 

at 9:30 AM each Sunday during 
Lent.  If you are interested in joining 

us or have questions, email Rusty 
Bennett, rustylbennett@gmail.com. 

March 8, 2020

Music Spotlight:  Kevin J. Sadowski
One of the many pleasures and privileges of directing 
the Southside Choristers is my ongoing search for 
service music.  True, I do have to sift through a lot of 
material. It takes a great deal of time but there is so 
much beautiful music out there. I'm looking for new 
music, not newly composed, but new to me. There 
have been so many joyous surprises. One of those 
surprises was my discovery of the music of Kevin J. 
Sadowski. I was looking for service music, choral 
responses, and just happened across a recording of a 
motet from the Gospel of John written by Mr. 
Sadowski. I started searching for the sheet music but 
could only find one published composition of his. I 
quickly ordered copies of his “Six Scripture Motets” for 
us to use this Easter.  I am excited for you to hear his 
music.        

(continued on page 2)

Interested in Shaping the 
Future of Our Church? 

We're looking for volunteers to 
participate in one-on-one 
Deeper Reflection interviews 
with our church leadership. This 
will be in addition to our 2020 
Deeper Reflection Survey that 
we'll be sending out to church 
and community members. We'd 
like to gather feedback from 
a diverse audience, so make your 
voice heard! 
Sign up by contacting the church 
office at 205.933.8381 or  
churchassistant@southsidebirmingham.org.



Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in Drennen 
Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday  School     

11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary

MARCH 1
Psalm 32

Matthew 4:1-11 

MARCH 8
Psalm 121

John 3:1-17

MARCH 15
Psalm 95

John 4:5-42

MARCH 22
Psalm 23

John 9:1-41

 MARCH 29
Psalm 130

John 11:1-45

                      WEDNESDAY  Evening 
SCHEDULE  

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

"Studying Simon Peter"

March 4 - "You are the Christ" 
followed by "Get Behind Me 
Satan" (Matthew 16:13-28)

March 11 - Washing Feet - 
Washing Hands and Head as Well 

(John 13:1-13)

March 18 - Defending Jesus with 
the Sword and Later Denying Him 
(Matthew 26:47-75, John 18:1-27)

March 25 - "Do You Love Me," 
"Follow Me" (John 21:1-19)

The Gifts of Imperfection: A Book Study
How do we find wholeness as broken people 
living in a broken world? How can we fully 
embrace the gracious and unconditional love 
of God?

In her book, The Gifts of Imperfection, Brené 
Brown takes you on a path to living a 
wholehearted life by recognizing ourselves 
from a place of worthiness.  Lent often is a time to journey.  It is 
time to wander a bit in the wilderness and reconnect with the life 
and passion of Christ.  In that walk with Christ, we, like the 
disciples, struggle with fully embracing the love and grace that God 
offers so abundantly.  Can a God truly love a broken, struggling 
person like
me?  Embracing the promise of God’s love and its reality in our 
lives, requires a deeper journey.  A journey that embraces a love of 
God which is not dependent upon our action, merely an ability to 
embrace it as the gracious gift it is.  In our imperfection we are 
truly loved and immediately, permanently accepted.  Our Lenten 
Journey begins today.

Throughout Lent each Sunday, we will explore our path to 
wholeness by examining daily practices that help to promote 
wholeness.
 How do I let go of what people think and embrace self-
compassion? - March 8 
 How do I live a live of Gratitude and Joy? – March 15
 How do I live of live of Trusting Faith? – March 22
 How do I find rest, calm and stillness in my life?  –  March 29 
 How do I find meaning in my life and fund? - April 5 

Through each of our sessions we will examine these questions 
considering our own spiritual journeys. Joins us at 9:30 am on 
Sunday mornings to prepare your own “imperfect” hearts as we 
draw near to Easter Sunday. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

God's Scandalous Kingdom

March 8 | Love and Mercy
Luke 6:27-36

March 15 | Purity and Defilement 
Matthew 15:1-20

March 22 | Poverty and Power 
Matthew 19:16-26

March 29 | Women and Men
Luke 10:38-42

March Birthdays
Sharon Owen  3/02 
Charles Auton  3/03 
Richard Cook  3/06 
Stuart Collier  3/09 

Donna Vosteen  3/13  
Phil Watts  3/15

 Virgil Shepard   3/21 
Jane Naish  3/22 

Bennett Calhoun 3/25 
Rosetta Richards  3/27 
Jennifer Holloman  3/28

Upcoming Events
3/3   Congregational Council Meeting
3/5   Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers 
3/14  Five Points St. Patrick's Day Parade 
3/16  Deacons Meeting

That, however, is not the end of this story.  I wanted to know more 
about Mr. Sadowski.  I was hoping to communicate with him directly 
and ask for more music for us to perform.  Sadly, I learned that he died 
in 2003, far too soon in his mid-fifties.  He had been Cantor (music 
director and organist) at Luther Memorial Church in Erie, 
Pennsylvania for almost thirty years.  Since talking with him was not 
possible, I wrote to the pastor of the church, Reverend Bill Coleman. I 
told Reverend Coleman how much I thought of Mr. Sadowski’s music, 
how sophisticated and worshipful it is, and that I was grateful to have 
found it. I received replies from one of Mr. Sadowski’s singers, tenor 
Bob Banks, and from Rev. Coleman.   Reverend Coleman told me that 
he had shared my email with Kevin’s partner and to the choir.  Both 
Reverend Coleman and Mr. Banks told me they were glad to hear that 
we were performing his music and that the choir was touched to know 
that Mr. Sadowski’s “legacy lives on.” Mr. Banks told me that 
performing Mr. Sadowski’s music was like a “bit of heaven.”  

If there is a moral to this story, I would say it could be to keep 
searching for beauty and to keep searching for ways to have 
meaningful and fulfilling experiences.  When I lived in New York, I 
heard Rev. Bryant Kirkland, Pastor of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, tell us Sunday after Sunday to keep reading, keep going to 
events, to keep listening to music and and to keep seeking out beauty.  
He said that there were so many wonderful books and so much music 
to enjoy, that time was short and we should experience all we could. 
He did not want us to miss anything. That message has stayed with me 
some thirty years later.  In fact, I thought of Dr. Kirkland when I 
decided to write to Mr. Sadowski's pastor. That said, another moral to 
the story could also be that there is always a good reason to reach out 
and share how someone has made a positive difference in our lives.  
It’s one way to deepen and grow our connections. I think of how 
excited Tim Kelley was when he told me about the double rainbow he 
saw.  I loved his enthusiasm and was sad to have missed it.  Keep 
looking!   

Please mark your calendars,  and save the dates for our Easter music 
services on Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  Those 
dates are April 5, 10 and 12.  The Good Friday service is at 6 p.m. 

Kenny Gannon
Interim Choirmaster

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


