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In Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations by Robert 
Schanase, Radical Hospitality is addressed first among 
these five practices; the others are: Passionate Worship, 
Intentional Faith Development, Risk Taking Missions 
and Extravagant Generosity. Schanase in defining this 
practice writes that “Christian hospitality refers to the 
active desire to invite, welcome, receive and care for 
those who are strangers so that they find a spiritual 
home and discover for themselves the unending 
richness of life in Christ,” and that “Radical” means 
'arising from the source' and describes practices that are 
rooted in the life of Christ and that radiate into the lives 
of others and are drastically different from the ordinary 
practice, outside the normal.”

Practicing radical hospitality is more than the usual 
greeting people with kindness. It is understanding that 
all we have and all that is entrusted to us is for the 
blessing of others. This perspective is a guiding principle 
in our efforts to be the presence of Christ in this 
community and beyond using all of our resources to 
that end. In the next few months, you will notice a more 
proactive effort to use our resources by inviting more 
ministry partners to engage in efforts here. Our deacons 
passed a recommendation to assertively expand the 
cooperative efforts with churches and non-profits 
housed in Southside Baptist Church’s building. 

The recommendation reads as follows:
Southside Baptist Church, located in the heart of Five 
Points South, has been providing space for other 
congregations to worship for over 35 years. Our Ministry 
Center also provides office space for compatible non-
profit organizations. We are blessed with a beautiful 
campus located in a thriving and diverse community. We 
strongly believe that an active part of our ministry is to

Open Heart, Open Doors

Five Points St. Patrick's 
Day Parade

3/16  10am - 3pm

Join in the fun and 
community outreach!

maximize the use of our facilities to spread the Good 
News and to minister to those in need. We welcome 
inquiries from groups dedicated to purposes compatible 
with ours.

I believe we all want to be found as good and faithful 
stewards of all resources with which we are entrusted 
and all opportunities presented to us. Pray that we will 
give outward expression of the desire in our hearts to 
be radically hospitable in welcoming and loving 
everyone we encounter. 

Dinner on the Grounds

Sunday, March 17 at 
12:30 pm

Drennen Hall

Bring your favorite side 
dish to share!

Begin your Lenten season with us. 

3/6 |  6pm  | Sanctuary

Learn more about the path to 
holiness by joining one of our many 
Bible Study groups at 9:30 AM each 
Sunday.  If you are looking for a new 

class to join or just want some 
support as you journey this Lenten 

Season, email Rusty Bennett, 
rustylbennett@gmail.com. 

This Lent, Walk with Us
On several occasions people of faith have 
been described as walking with God. Adam walked 
with God in the Garden of Eden. We are told that 
Enoch ‘walked with God.’ Several times each year, 
the people of Israel walked towards Jerusalem and 
expressed their faith, love and hope in God through 
singing the Psalms of Ascent (Psalms 120-134).
During Lent the focus of our homilies will reflect on 
our spiritual journey, of walking with God.

March 17 - Walking with God - Worship: Psalm 122
March 24 - Walking with God - Faith: Psalms 121
March 31 - Walking with God - Forgiveness: Psalms 130
April 7 - Walking with God - Community: Psalms 133
April 14 - Palm Sunday - Walking into Jerusalem
Good Friday - Walking out of Jerusalem along the Via 
Dolorosa         
April 21 - Easter Sunday - Walking to Emmaus 

Dr. Ken Roxburgh 
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching



Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in Drennen 
Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday  School     

11:00 a.m.  Worship in  the Sanctuary

MARCH 3   
Transfiguration 

Sunday      

MARCH 10
Walking in the Wilderness              

Luke 4:1-13   

Lent
MARCH 17     

Walking with God  
Worship

Psalm 122

 MARCH 24          
Walking with God    

Faith
Psalm 121

MARCH 31          
Walking with God    

Forgiveness             
Psalm 130

                      WEDNESDAY  Evening 
SCHEDULE  

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

MARCH 6
Ash Wednesday Service

MARCH 13
Baptist Identity VIII

MARCH 20 
Baptist Identity IX

MARCH 27 
Baptist Identity X

Lending a Hand
Our Children and Youth Mission Project for this past quarter 
was assembling snack packs for our Food Bank clients and 
people who stop by our church office during the week needing 
something to get them to the next meal they may have. Our 
members participated in a snack drive where you all brought 
protein bars, Little Debbie snack cakes, fruit cocktail, crackers 
and other items that can be easily carried and consumed, and 
during one of their Sunday School hours, these missions-minded 
kids put together 110 bags to be distributed.

    

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

Striving for Holiness

March 3  A New Way of Life  
Ephesians 4:17-5:2

March 10  Buried with Christ 
Romans 6:1-14

              March 17  Freedom from the Law 
Romans 7:1-13

March 24  Who Will Deliver Me? 
Romans 7:14-8:2

     
    March 31  A Living Sacrifice 

Romans  12:1-5, 9-21

March Birthdays
Sharon Owen  3/02 
Charles Auton  3/03 
Richard Cook  3/06 
Stuart Collier  3/09 

Donna Vosteen  3/13 
Phil Watts  3/15 

Jessica Lane  3/21 
Virgil Shepard   3/21 

Jane Naish  3/22 
Bennett Calhoun 3/25 
Rosetta Richards  3/27 

Jennifer Holloman  3/28

Wednesday Night Menus
3/6    Ash Wednesday (No dinner) 
3/13  Chicken
3/20  Deli Sandwiches
3/27  Beef Supreme

Upcoming Events
3/3   Congregational Council Meeting
3/5   Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers
3/6   Ash Wednesday
3/16  Five Points St. Patrick's Day Parade
3/17  Dinner on the Grounds
3/18  Deacons Meeting

Deacon Nominations
The Deacons of the church are called into servant 
leadership and congregational care. Each year, the 
Deacon Nominating Committee reviews recommendations 
from the congregation for the next year’s class. We are 
accepting recommendations now. 
Forms can be found around the church or via email by 
contacting the church office. Please drop off or send your 
recommendations to the office. 

(Pictured above: Martin Kinney, Jack Kinney, Abigail Wurst, Abby Nelson 
and Millicent Wurst)

Thank you!
Many thanks to all who made the 50th Anniversary Organ 
Concert a great occasion. To the church staff and volunteers, Chris 
McClendon, Rusty Bennett, Henry Hobson, Nancy Cook, Annah 
Kelley, Faye Lambert, Bonnie Lessman, Kay Thompson, Paul 
Huie and Brenda Tidwell; it could not have been done without 
you!

Sarah Heaslett
Director of Music/Organist

Is Holiness Possible? 
I pondered this question this week, especially as the season of Lent 
approaches, and found myself asking – What is holiness?  To be 
holy seems fully outside of the realm of possibility for me, thus is it 
something I truly want?  It’s holiness best reserved for God of all 
creation?   I decided I needed to look a little deeper into what 
holiness means.

Personal holiness, I found, is defined as “a work of gradual 
development” as we live in relationship to God.  Two things strike 
me about this definition.  First, holiness is about our personal 
relationship.  It is about a relationship with a living God and our 
attempt to understand and grow in that relationship.  It is in and 
through that relationship, we begin to rest and struggle in the grace 
and forgiveness of a loving God.  Second, holiness is about 
intentional movement.  Our spiritual lives shouldn’t be stagnant, 
rather through our daily lives we actively seek to experience God 
more fully.  Our hearts are changed by not only experiencing the 
love of God, but by demonstrating it.

So, is holiness possible?  I think so, but it requires us to walk and to 
be with God.  As you begin your journey of Lent, do so as if you are 
going on a long walk with a dear, dear friend.

Rusty Bennett

Can't Make it on Sunday Mornings?
Is your work, travel, and busy schedules making it 
difficult to meet in person, but you are interested in 
joining a Bible Study group?  Busy schedules often 
make it difficult to connect.   Maybe a virtual Bible 
Study is right for you.  Interested in joining, email 
Rusty Bennett, rustylbennett@gmail.com for more 
information. 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


