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The Coming of Spring
Turning the page of the calendar to March each year
always lifts my spirit. There’s something about
putting the cold gray days of January and February
behind and looking forward with great anticipation to
brighter, longer, and warmer sun-filled days that stirs
me deep within. I can imagine now the warm
sunshine upon my skin knowing that the warmth I
feel is also warming the soil where seeds, roots and
bulbs are awaiting their wake-up call.
For all of nature, this is a time of moving from
dormancy and rest when the old is sloughed off and
preparations made for renewal and new life that
bursts forth with vibrancy and purpose. These subtle
and incremental changes that awaken the seeds
underneath the soil and prompt shrubs and trees to
awaken form buds that soon transform the
landscape from the appearance of darkness and
death, to one of vibrant life marked by brilliant,
breathtaking colors and amazing and intricate
details. Reflecting on the wonder of what God has
created and sustains, I am reminded of the words of
the Psalmist:
When I consider your heavens,
the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars,
which you have set in place,
what is mankind that you are mindful of them,
human beings that you care for them?[c]
Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
(from Psalm 8)

We, too, traveling through this season of Lent
together are poised for renewal and awakening.
We are encouraged to rest and to reflect on our
lives and to lay aside some of the activities or
commitments that fill our days so full that little if
any time is left to rest in God’s presence and
listen. God is ready to awaken us, renew us, and
empower us to live vibrantly. It is quite easy to
allow even good things to fill and sometimes
clutter our lives crowding out the great things.
I encourage you to find time to rest, meditate and
reflect. Allow the Spirit of Christ to feed and warm
your spirit and to guide you down paths where
new life flourishes and where you can move
toward that best version of yourself God created
you to be. Take a few minutes and read the daily
Lenten reminders sent to you each day and ask
yourself if God is speaking through them, inviting
you to avenues of growth and service in a way
that is new to you or out of your comfort zone.
Through God’s love, mercy and grace we are
forgiven. We are invited to follow the Christ and be
made a new creation and in doing so find our true
selves and the peace that passes all
understanding.
Blessings,
Dr. Tim Kelley
Pastor for Congregational Ministries
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Worship
Schedule
9:00 a.m. The Gathering in
Drennen Hall
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship in
the Sanctuary

MARCH 4

"May God, My God,
why have you
foresaken me?"

Easter Joy

Our Journey

It’s not often that April Fools Day and Easter Sunday land on the same
date, but it occurs this year on April 1. Jurgen Moltmann speaks of
how Easter sermons used to begin with a joke – it was a way of
expressing the joy of the risen Lord. Easter laughter is the laughter
that comes from a deep place of surprise and utter joy
because you never imagined in your wildest dreams that
Jesus would live again after what he had gone through. Matthew
tells us that the women 'left the tomb with fear and great joy.’
Were they giggling and then the giggling turned to laughter – the
laughter of disbelief, and then the laughter of sheer exhilaration?

As our journey of Lent continues, I hope our daily calls to action are
helping you to recognize the movement of God all around us. Acts of
kindness, forgiveness, sacrifice, love, and grace characterize the
journey of Jesus to the Cross. They become our steps of reflection and
action as we journey there as well.

On Easter Sunday we move from the solemnity of Lent to the
exhilaration of thanksgiving. No wonder many churches celebrate
this by singing the Hallelujah chorus. Join us on Easter Sunday
and share the message of joy: The Lord is Risen! He is Risen
indeed!
Dr. Ken Roxburgh
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching

Deacon Nomination
MARCH 11
"I Thirst"

The Deacons of the church are called into servant leadership
and congregational care. Each year, the Deacon Nominating
Committee reviews recommendations from the congregation for the
next year’s class. We are accepting recommendations now. Forms
can be found around the church or via email by contacting the church
office. Please send your recommendations to the office.

The Organ: How the Wind Becomes Sound
MARCH 18
"It is finished"

Each division of the organ contains sets or ranks of pipes of
differing pitches and qualities. There is one pipe for each of the 61
notes on the standard keyboard except for mixtures. A mixture is one
stop with several ranks. All the ranks of each division are
controlled by knobs or tablets (Southside organ) called stops.
Originally, the knobs were used to “stop” a rank of pipes from
sounding.
There are two basic operations to cause a pipe to sound or
speak. First, the stop knob is drawn or the tablet is depressed
admitting wind under that rank of pipes. Second, the key is
depressed causing the pallet (valve) to open and let the wind into the
pipe.

MARCH 25
Palm Sunday

The organ may have one keyboard or as many as five. The norm is
two to four manual keyboards and a pedal board.
Each
keyboard (manual) is a separate division or organ more or less
complete in itself.
Sarah Heaslett
Director of Music/Organist

As you journey, ask who is God leading to walk beside you? Who is in
need of God’s presence and unconditional love? Our faith, this journey,
and, as a result, our church is built through the faith relationships we
share. Building relationships based on the love of God, creating safe
spaces for us to journey together, and being the mentors of faith to
fellow sojourners is our call.
As you journey, invite someone to be a part. In the journey, we are
promised everlasting renewal found in the welcoming arms of Christ. A
promise open and freely given to all.
Thank you for being a part of my journey.
Rusty Bennett
Chair of Deacons

Upcoming Events
3/1
3/8
3/15
3/17
3/19
3/22
3/25
3/27
3/29

Men’s Lunch and Bible Study - noon in Rm 140
Men’s Lunch and Bible Study - noon in Rm 140
Men’s Lunch and Bible Study - noon in Rm 140
St. Patrick’s Day Parade - meet at the church at 11 am
Deacons Meeting - 6 pm in the Heritage Room
Men’s Lunch and Bible Study - noon in Rm 140
Palm Sunday - 11 am in the Sanctuary
Food Bank breakfast - 6 am in the Gymnasium
Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service - 5:30 pm
in Memorial Chapel;
Men’s Lunch and Bible Study - noon in Rm 140
3/30 Good Friday Candlelight Service - 6 pm in the Sanctuary

Wednesday
Evening
Schedule
5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper
6:00 p.m. Prayer and Bible
Study in Drennen Hall

MARCH 7
Christian Biography:
Jurgen Moltmann

MARCH 14

Christian Biography

MARCH 21
Christian Biography:
Karl Barth

Wednesday Night Menus
3/7
3/14
3/21
3/28

Potato Minestrone Soup and Smoked Sausage
Chicken
Ham
No Evening Activities

March Birthdays
Sharon Owen 3/2
Chuck Auton 3/3
Richard Cook 3/6
Stuart Collier 3/9
Marie Goodman 3/12
Donna Vosteen 3/13
Phil Watts 3/15

Virgil Shepard 3/21
Jane Naish 3/22
Bennett Calhoun 3/25
Rosetta Richards 3/27
Jennifer Holloman 3/28
Bill Mills 3/30

MARCH 28

No Evening Activities

