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essed, the weak, the vulnerable, the unloved, the 
lonely, the exploited, the friendless, the hated, the 
despised, which on occasion had nothing to do with 
one’s means. Jesus saw the heart and the pain of 
those struggling, looking for that place to experience 
the love of God and to find rest for their souls. That is 
the way that Jesus loved those he encountered and 
how he loves even you and me. Jesus' command to 
love others as we have been loved by him is an 
ongoing quest for me. So I pray as I meditate on this 
"New Command" that the Lord will soften and mold my 
heart and your hearts and guide us to those whom the 
Lord might bless through us. What a supreme privilege 
it is to have opportunities to share the love of God. 

Praise be to God.

The forty days plus the Sundays designated as Lent are 
days of preparation for all believers. It is a time for looking 
within, fine tuning our focus, to see what is in hidden 
within the dark recesses of our hearts and minds. The 
forty days comprise a period that correlates with the 
length of time Jesus spent in the wilderness immediately 
following his baptism. It was in this wilderness that Jesus 
was tempted to abandoned the purpose for which he 
came to dwell on earth and opt for a way more pleasing 
to his humanity. Jesus resisted the temptations and 
began his ministry of seeking those he came to save. In 
the wilderness Jesus experienced the real struggle of 
remaining fixed on and committed to the calling and 
purpose of his life on earth when he was weak, vulnerable 
and tempted; therefore, he understood the struggle of 
those to whom he ministered with compassion, love and 
grace. 

So, living each day on our journey to Easter, and 
hopefully beyond, we examine our lives, and we pray for 
forgiveness as repentance and confession is made. And  
because God is faithful and just, the weight of our sin is 
lifted, and we are freed from the burden that weighed 
heavy upon us. While that is a promise that lifts our 
spirits, it is  only part of the story. With a cleansed heart, 
an uplifted and renewed spirit, we are positioned to see 
all things and all people with eyes and hearts that 
understand the struggle of living a life that blesses others 
rather than being concerned only for oneself. Jesus lived 
his earthly life reaching out to the marginalized, the oppr- 

Five Points Community Service Day
Saturday, March 25

(Stay tuned for more info.)

Daylight Savings - March 12
Set your clocks ahead 1 hour!
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Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in 

the Sanctuary

Wednesday 
Evening 
Schedule

Sharon Owen  3/2
Charles Auton, Jr.  3/3

Stuart Collier  3/9 
Marie Goodman 3/12
Donna Vosteen  3/13 

   March Birthdays
Phil Watts  3/16

Virgil Shepard  3/21
Rosetta Richards  3/27

Bill Mill  3/30

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

MARCH 1 
Ash Wednesday Service 

6pm in the Sanctuary

MARCH 8 
Why the Cross, I  

Forgiveness

MARCH 15 
TBD

MARCH 22
Why the Cross, II  

Triumph

MARCH 22
Why the Cross, III  

Reconciliation

LENTEN SERIES

MARCH 5 
Kindness and Anger 
Galatians 5:16-26   
Matthew 21:10-13

MARCH 12
Humility and Pride    

Genesis 3:1-7    
Philippians 2:3-11

MARCH 19
Generosity and Envy 

Genesis 4:1-8         
Matthew 20:1-16

MARCH 26
Selflessness and Greed 

Isaiah 5:1-8             
Matthew 6:19-24

Spiritual Growth

It's time for 2017's Lenten Devotional, and this year's theme 
is John 13:34, “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another." 

"Seven Last Words"
If you missed the performance of Michael John Trotta's 
"Seven Last Words" by the UAB Concert Choir, 
Southside Choristers and the Orchestra of the Highlands, 
check it out here (https://soundcloud.com/tim-banks/
trotta-sevenlastwords-24feb2017-full-concert). Make it a part 
of your Lenten journey.

Receive it daily in your email inbox by subscribing here: 
http://eepurl.com/cAD_Xn, or download the devotional in its 
entirety (http://southsidebirmingham.org/spiritual-growth/
lenten-d7AAE30evotional-2017).
We look forward to reading and contemplating the 
meaningful words our congregation has to share!

Upcoming Events
3/1    Ash Wednesday Service -  6pm in the 
Sanctuary
3/5    First Sunday of Lent
3 /5        UVA Men's Glee Club Concert - 4pm in the 
Sanctuary 
3/7        Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers - 6pm
3/16  Men's Lunch and Bible Study
3/25  5 Points Community Service Day
3/30  Men's Lunch and Bible Study

Fellowship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00am in Drennen 
Hall before joining one of our Sunday School classes to 
discuss Wayne Proctor's lessons on Holy Living (Smith & 
Helwys Formations series).

"Some Christians fall in to the mistake of thinking that Lent is a 
season for remembering the death of Jesus on the cross. That 
is certainly a part of Lent. It takes center stage during Holy 
Week, the final week of Lent. But Jesus' death isn't even close 
to the whole story of this season.

"Lent is more properly understood as a season in which to 
remember the teachings of Jesus. In particular, it is a season 
in which Christians are called upon to reflect on their spiritual 
health. How are we doing in our struggle to resit sin, attain 
holiness, and reflect more and more on the life to which Jesus 
has called us?

"For the first four Sundays of Lent, our lessons will draw from 
several New Testament passages that will hopefully help us 
grapple with what it means to strive for holiness, especially in 
the context of a culture that so often pulls us away from such 
a pursuit.

"As is traditional in many lectionaries, we will begin with the 
story of Jesus' temptation in the wilderness and ponder how 
we respond to the temptations we face every day. Then we 
will hear James's warnings about the dangers of the tongue 
and reflect on how our words may literally speak volumes 
about the state of our souls.

"In the third lesson, we will explore 1 John and approach the 
question of how honest we are about our sins. Do we confess 
them and seek the cleansing Jesus gives or do we try to 
pretend we have attained moral perfection? Finally, we'll return 
to the letter of James and ponder the benefits of humility 
before God.

March 5 -   Facing Temptation
        Matthew 4:1-11

March 12 - Taming the Tongue
        James 3:1-12

March 19 - Living in the Light
        1 John 1:5 - 2:6 

March 26 - Practicing Humility
James 4:1-10 

Formations Adult Bible Study Teaching Guide, p. 51.
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