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opportunity to step away from my daily tasks,  
prayerfully ask myself some tough questions 
about about our mission at SSBC and our 
engagement in missions in our community and 
around the world. Some of those questions 
were: Do we see one another as Christ sees us? 
Do we see the world around us through the eyes 
of Christ? Does Christ's love compel us to be 
moved with compassion and take action even 
when it calls for sacrifice? Jesus 
commissioned his disciples to go and make 
other disciples, teaching everything that Jesus 
had taught them. Jesus taught using words 
and actions, and through his actions he 
demonstrated the ways of compassion, of 
grace, forgiveness and love. Through his 
actions barriers of division and separation 
were removed and all were invited in. It was and 
is the way of Jesus the Christ

I enjoy our journey together,

Christ's Love Compels Us
The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship annual 
gathering (General Assembly) was held June 
28-30 in Atlanta, Georgia. I, along with my 
daughter and recently ordained deacon here at 
Southside Baptist Church, Annah Lauren 
Kelley, were privileged to attend the gathering 
this year. The worship services, workshops, 
and opportunities to reconnect with old friends 
and find new ones makes these annual 
gatherings wonderful events, but this one was 
even more special. This gathering was the  
25th Anniversary of CBF which created a 
heightened sense of excitement and 
celebration. Plenary sessions for business and 
worship were held as were break-out sessions 
that focused on a variety of topics.

The worship services were moving with uplifting 
music, inspiring stories and testimonies from 
missionaries around the world, and preaching 
that challenged our call and commitment to being 
the presence of Christ in our communities and 
around the world. Twenty-five years ago, the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship was formed for 
the same reason that those gathered last week 
pledged prayer and monetary support for 
missions. Simply put, “The love of Christ compels 
us,” which was also the theme for the meeting 
this year. The three days at this gathering and 
away from my daily routine provided an 

Looking for a place to watch 
the fireworks? We have the 

best view in town! Join us for a 
time of celebration,  

togetherness, and "oohs and 
aahs"  this Fourth of July. 

More info to come.

https://twitter.com/southsidebham https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

What: Church-wide Picnic!
When: Wednesday, July 19 

from 4:30-8pm 
Where: Stuart & Leigh Collier's 

house on Weiss Lake
Contact the church office 

for directions.
*If you'd like to take the church bus , 

we'll be leaving at 3pm.

There will be no 
Wednesday evening 

activities for the month 
of July. We'll see you 
back on August 2nd! 

http://www.cbf.net


Wednesday 
Evening 
Schedule

Will Dunner  7/1   
Shannon Martin  7/1 

Sandra Hill  7/5
Tom Somers  7/8
Nathan Kelley  7/8    

Gene Branham  7/16 

Sarah Heaslett  7/17        
Amy Nichols  7/18    

Carson Tingle  7/19   
Warren Kinney 7/20  

Timothy Nelson  7/20 
Jim Anderton  7/22

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

No Wednesday 
Activities this 

Month

  July Birthdays

Community Engagement
This year, SSBC participated in Birmingham's Pride Parade on 
June 10th to show our dedication to being open, 
inclusive and welcoming to ALL. Approximately 4,000 people 
lined the street of 7th Avenue South for 10 blocks between 
Lakeview and UAB. The excitement of the LGBT community 
and allies being gathered together in one place at one time 
was palpable in the air and visible on the faces of everyone 
we passed. Comments of "How cool!" and "Awesome!" were 
overheard from the parade-watchers as we marched by 
carrying our amazing new banner (a huge thank you to Michael 
Hardin!). 

It was a beautiful evening made even richer by our 
fellowship together. We saw many old friends and made some 
new ones. Being out and about in the city together showing the 
love we have for each other and for those we don't know yet is 
what makes SSBC such a special place. We are our best 
outreach tool. So watch our calendar for upcoming events, 
join our Facebook page (facebook.com/
SouthsideBaptistChurch/) and mailing list (http://eepurl.com/
cWj1c) if you haven't already, and get involved! 

                        

Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in 

the Sanctuary

JULY 2 
Invitation, Welcome & 

Hospitality
Psalms 117

Matthew 10:40-42

JULY 9
My Way or the Way of Christ?

Psalms 45:10-17         
Matthew 11:18-19, 25-30

JULY 16
Tending One's Garden  
Psalms 119:105-112  

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

JULY 23
Responding to God's Grace 

Psalms 139:1-12, 23-24   
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

JULY 30
Tell of His Wonderful Works  

Psalms 105:1-11, 45b   
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Special Offerings Needed
The last couple of weeks have been very comfortable in our 
building now that the new cooling system is installed and 
functioning as promised. This repair, though costly, was 
necessary considering the time of year that the old system failed 
and in light of all the activities that transpire here on days other 
than Sunday. 

At the last Deacons Meeting, this repair and how to fund the 
$151,700 unexpected expense, were discussed and a 
recommendation to receive a special offering designated for this 
repair was approved. A few church members and friends of 
Southside Baptist Church have already made gifts to this special 
cause. Currently, gifts totaling $65,150 have been received, for 
which everyone is grateful; however, it would be wonderful if gifts 
totaling the full amount of the repair were received. 

Hopefully, you will prayerfully consider the possibility of making a 
special gift to this designated offering. Whether your gift be small 
or great, it will reduce the longterm impact on reserve funds 
preserving those for future ministries.

Upcoming Events
7/1-7/8  SSBC Scotland Campus
7/4    4th of July - Church Offices Closed
7/6    Men's Lunch and Bible Study - 12pm
7/16  Family Promise Benefit Concert at Trinity United Methodist in 
Homewood - 6:30pm
7/17  Deacons Meeting - 6pm 
7/19  Church-wide Picnic - 5pm-8pm at the home of Stuart and Leigh 
Collier on Weiss Lake (The church bus will leave at 3:00pm.) 7/20  
Men's Lunch and Bible Study - 12pm 
7/20  Contemplative Service resumes - 5:30pm 
7/22  Five Points Clean Up Day - 9am
7/23-7/29  Hosting Family Promise of Birmingham
8/2    Church-wide Business Conference - 6pm

Southside's Scotland Campus
Leaving on July 1st, several Southside members, family and 
friends will travel for 8 days around Scotland. They will be led by 
our very own Dr. Ken Roxburgh. Keep these travelers in your 
prayers as they fellowship together abroad. We look forward to 
seeing some great photos and hearing some great stories! 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


