Southside Baptist Church
11th Ave. & 19th St. South
Birmingham, AL 35205

"Building an Inclusive Community of Grace"

What's Happening...

Join us on Monday, July 4 at 8:00 pm
on the church lawn for a time of
fireworks and fellowship.

A special study, A More Caring
Congregation: Practicing Personal and
Corporate Radical Hospitality, will be
offered each Sunday in July from 9:30
to 10:30 am.
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God Always at Work

A week ago, I was attending the final plenary
session of the 2016 Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
General Assembly in Greensboro, North Carolina.
The final session is especially meaningful
because in this session the Assembly endorses
chaplains and pastoral counselors along with
field personal who are commissioned by the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.
I listened as Suzii Paynter, CBF Executive
Coordinator, talked about the impossible task of
any one church to be in the 30 countries, to
minister in 45 settings, starting church families
in eight communities. It cannot be done by
one church, but churches cooperating together
can be the presence of Christ when united
together in a cooperative effort. I listened as Kirk
and Suzie, field personnel in Southeast Asia,
told of their work among the Bisu people in
Thailand. For eighteen years, they have worked
alongside the Bisu people to create a written
language for their dialect and then to translate
the Bible into their language. As they finished
telling of their work there, Suzie held up a Bisu
New Testament, the tangible result of 18 years
spent building relationships with the Bisu people as

they pursued the call of Christ to them saying
“follow me.”
Listening to the testimonies of the field personnel, I
was reminded that God is always at work touching
hearts and using unlikely individuals to bring about
good for those he has created. The results are
often unexpected and even miraculous. Perhaps
our dreams and expectations of God’s activity
among us are too small. Remember the words of
William Cary, the first Baptist Missionary, when he
said, “Expect great things from God; attempt great
things for God.” God is always at work in the world;
listen to what God is saying and how your are
being guided and nurtured.
There is affirmation and excitement knowing that
God is at work in our lives to bless and benefit the
world and those who journey with us.

Dr. Tim Kelley

Pastor for Congregational Ministries

205.933.8381
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SUNDAY MORNING
Worship
Schedule
9:00 a.m. The Gathering in
Drennen Hall
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
A More Caring Congregation:
Practicing Personal and
Corporate Radical Hospitality
Study
11:00 a.m. Worship in
the Sanctuary

JULY 3
Dr. Fisher Humphreys
Christian Citizenship
1 Peter 2:11-17

JULY 10

Dr. Tim Kelley

JULY 17
Rev. Sarah Jackson Shelton

JULY 24

Dr. Tim Kelley

JULY 31

Rev. Kristofer Roberts

Radical Hospitality at Southside

Meet This Month's Guest Preachers

The past two years have been times of profound
transition in our church as we changed pastors and
the Southside Centre for the Arts & Humanities
began. Our focus has naturally been on the future
of Southside and dealing with the various feelings
that all types of change can bring.

7/3 - Dr. Fisher Humphreys is Professor of Divinity,
Emeritus, of Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama.
In retirement he serves as Residential Scholar at St.
Mary’s-on-the-Highlands
Episcopal
Church
in
Birmingham and as chairman of the board of Christian
Ethics Today.

Now, as we continue to move forward, we want to
turn our focus back to being sure we are caring for
each other. As I write this, I imagine you may be
thinking that church members caring for each other is
a given. It’s what is supposed to happen. Why would it
need to be discussed?

Dr. Humphreys received the Bachelor of Arts degree
from Mississippi College, the Master of Arts degree from
Loyola University, the Master of Letters degree from
Oxford University, and the Bachelor of Divinity and
Doctor of Theology degrees from New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary.

by Marilyn Shepard

I would answer that not only has our church gone
through a major change, but during the past few
months, we have experienced significant losses.
Nancy, Jewell, Bill, Florinne, Kenny. We’ve had the
Huie’s dealing with a significant illness and many
other members dealing with family illness and
other life changes. The needs in our
congregation are significant, and just maybe, that
means we need to think about it and reflect on
what it means to be A More Caring Congregation:
Practicing Personal and Corporate Radical
Hospitality.
The mission and vision for Southside is to be an
inclusive community of grace, a community that is
struck by grace, changed by grace, lives by grace,
and strives to be sure that we offer that same grace to
each member of our congregation as well as each
person who walks through our door. Sometimes, in
order to be sure you are doing that, you have to talk
about it.
Please join us Sunday as this study begins.

Wednesday
Evening
Schedule
No Wednesday
Evening
Activities

___________________________
7/17 - Rev. Sarah Jackson Shelton is senior pastor of
the Baptist Church of the Covenant in Birmingham, AL,
part of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. Sarah is a
graduate of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, KY, earning the M.R.E. and M.Div. degrees.
She served several churches in Alabama before
becoming the interim at Covenant in 2000, and then
senior pastor in 2002.
___________________________
7/31 - Welcome back Rev. Kris Roberts! A native of
Knoxville, Tennessee, Kris has worked with several
churches in Alabama and Georgia, focusing on the
importance of education through study, worship, and
outreach.
Kris earned his Bachelor of Arts in Religion at Samford
University in 2010 and a Master of Divinity from Candler
School of Theology at Emory University in 2014. Kris
was ordained in 2014 at the First Baptist
Church of Gainesville, Georgia.

THURSDAY
EVENING
SCHEDULE
5:30 p.m. Contemplative
Service in Memorial Chapel

