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twenty-first century. Additionally, new efforts in our 
children’s ministry have resulted in a permanent staff 
of Southside volunteers and a consistent commitment 
to Southside’s future. A scheduled trip to the 
Birmingham Zoo on July 17th is just one of the ways 
that Southside’s commitment to our children is 
evident, and our staff and volunteers look forward to 
maintaining the spirit of youth in the process.

In short, Southside Baptist Church is having an 
incredible summer. Thanks to the commitment of our 
congregation, Southside continues to march into the 
future, recognizing the value of the past and simultane-
ously living in the moment at hand. I can’t wait to see 
what July has in store for Southside Baptist Church!

In Christ,

Kris

A Time of Growth
Dear Church,

The past month has been a time of expansion 
and growth for Southside Baptist Church. New 
programs, initiatives and faces have generated a spirit 
of enthusiasm and vigor, as the Southside faithful 
continue to serve and grow in and around the Five 
Points community. During a summer break when it 
is customary to slow the pace of church operations, 
Southside has launched a new men’s Bible study, a 
Wednesday night theology roundtable, and a fantastic 
Vacation Bible School, in addition to the variety of 
learning and outreach programs that are already 
operating throughout the church. With increasing efforts 
to provide opportunities for the Southside family, others 
have begun making their way into our fellowship and a 
variety of new faces can be seen every Sunday. Indeed, 
it is an exciting time in the life of Southside Baptist 
Church!

And during the months ahead we anticipate 
much of the same. On July 12th, Southside will 
introduce a new evening service in Foster Auditorium 
that celebrates both our family of faith and the God 
who makes us such. Uniting traditional gospel hymns 
with the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, the evening 
service aims to revive many of our cherished traditions 
in a manner true to who Southside is called to be in the 
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Happening at Southside

Children’s Trip to the 
Birmingham Zoo!  
On July 17th, Southside will be loading 
up the church bus and heading off to 
the Birmingham Zoo! The bus will leave 
at 9:30 a.m. and return by 1:30 p.m. 
Admisison is $10 for kids and $15 for 
adults. If you or your child would like to 
join, please contact Thomas Elliott at 
telliott@southsidebirmingham.org or 
call the church office at 205.933.8381. 

Evening Communion 
Service on July 12th 
Come and join the Southside faithful 
as we launch a new Sunday evening 
service in Foster Auditorium. The 
service will begin at 6:00 p.m., with a 
time of fellowship to follow. For more 
information, please contact Kristofer 
Roberts at kroberts@southsidebir-
mingham.org.

July 4th Fellowship and 
Fireworks
From the lakes of Minnesota to the hills 
of Tennessee, Americans all across the 
country will be gathering to celebrate 
our nation’s independence on July 4th. 
Here in Birmingham, Southside will be 
hosting a time of fellowship beginning at 
8:00 p.m. with fireworks to follow! 

Southside Baptist Church 
11th Ave. & 19th St. South 

Birmingham, AL 35205



Vacation Bible School
Congratulations to 
our vbs graduates! 

Davontaye Ball

Zamarion Corbett

Eli McMillan

Kendrick McMillan

Abbey Nelson

Timothy Nelson

Autori Toney

Nicholas Toney

William Toney

Abigail Wurst

Millicent wurst

The theme of this year’s Vacation Bible School focused on the vitality of children to 

the Kingdom of God and the important role that they play in the life of Southside 

Baptist Church. On Sunday, June 21, eleven children graduated from VBS during a 

special worship service that blessed old and young alike. “The children enjoyed the 

stories, snacks, crafts, games and music and shared their skills and learning during 

our Sunday worship,” commented VBS Director Bonnie Lessman. Guided by the 

leadership of Bonnie and nine other volunteers, VBS 2015 was a fantastic success.

On Monday morning, the children gathered to kickoff the festivities, participating 

in a plethora of activities throughout the week. A trip to Railroad Park on Friday 

afternoon provided a time of recreation and relaxation to cap-off the week, and the 

children received their own copies of The Jesus Storybook Bible. But the greatest 

expression of the success of VBS came Sunday morning as the children led 

worship through prayer, song and a special offering for the Southside Clothes 

Closet. “If indeed the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these,” reflected VBS 

volunteer Thomas Elliott, “then I think we caught a glimpse of what that Kingdom 

looks like on Sunday morning.”

“Let the children come to Me.”

Southside Food Bank
As the six o’clock hour approaches every Tuesday morning, a line 
begins forming down the sidewalk in front of Southside Baptist 
Church. Residents of Five Point and surrounding communities gather 
to hear a devotional reading, to share in a moment of prayer and to 
receive a box of USDA food for the week. Operated by Southside’s 
own Brent Thompson and a host of volunteers from a variety of 
Birmingham churches, the Southside Food Bank serves up to one 
hundred individuals on a weekly basis. “This is the church’s mission,” 
noted volunteer Donna Burgess, “and we find our meaning and 
purpose as Christians when we engage in mission.” 

Worship at Southside
Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering 
in Drennen Hall

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Worship in the 
Sanctuary

July 5
Sixth Sunday of Pentecost

T
OT
erri Byrd Pr

: Ezekiel 2:1-5
eaching

NT: John 21:1-17

July 12
Seventh Sunday of Pentecost 

Tim Kelley Preaching
OT: Amos 7:7-15

NT: Ephesians 1:3-14

July 19
Eighth Sunday of Pentecost 

Loyd Allen Preaching 
OT: Jeremiah 23:1-6
NT: Matthew 6:9-13

July 26
Ninth Sunday of Pentecost 
Deacon Ordination Service 

OT: Psalm 138
NT: Acts 6:1-7

What is worship? And, what does it mean to be a worshiping church? We all 

have our ideas and opinions about worship. We are able to describe what 

appeals to us, what speaks to us and what moves us deep within the core of our 

being related to worship. We have favorite hymns and styles of music that we 

find meaningful and prayers and passages of scripture that draw us closer to 

God. All of these are expressions or aspects of worship, and for most, they 

describe what comes to our minds when asked the questions: What is worship? 

And, what does it mean to be a worshiping church? 

The Apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans these words, “Therefore, I urge 

you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not 

conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, 

pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 12: 1-2 NIV)

Because of God’s mercy we are given the opportunity to experience His unfath-

omable grace, and in gratitude, presenting our whole being as a living sacrifice is 

true worship. It is a reminder that our whole being belongs to God and everything 

we do, when presented unto the Lord, is worship. Gathering in an assembly for 

corporate worship, teaching children in Vacation Bible School, leading a Sunday 

School Class, singing in the choir, preparing the building for Sunday activities or 

working alongside others in a service project is true and proper worship when 

presented to the Lord to bring honor and glory unto God. 

Worshiping God is not difficult when we respond in gratitude, with sacrificial acts, 

to the magnitude of God’s love, mercy and grace. Let us be true worshipers that 

are part of a worshiping church.

Timothy Kelley
Associate Pastor
tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org
205.933.8381

A Spirit of Christian Worship

It is wonderful to share this journey with you.

Tim




