
Southside Baptist Church 
11th Ave. & 19th St. South 

Birmingham, AL 35205

HAPPENING at Southside

SOUTHSIDE COLUMNS

Southside  Baptist  Church        • 11th  Ave. & 19th  St. South  • Birmingham, Alabama •  205.933.8381 • www.southsidebirmingham.org

January 2020  Vol. 6   No. 1

"Building an Inclusive Community of Grace"

Dr. Tim Kelley
Pastor for Congregational Ministries 
205.933.8381
tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org

https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/ #inclusivecommunity

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace
Where there is hatred, let me sow love
Where there is injury, pardon
Where there is doubt, faith
Where there is despair, hope
Where there is darkness, light
And where there is sadness, joy.
 
O Divine Master, grant that I may
Not so much seek to be consoled as to console
To be understood, as to understand
To be loved, as to love
For it is in giving that we receive
And it's in pardoning that we are pardoned
And it's in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.
Amen

I look forward to our journey together.

Blessings,

Purpose and Belonging
January 2020: the first month of a new year and the 
first year of a new decade! How did 2019 slip by so 
quickly? What will I do with the days ahead? These are 
a few of the questions rattling around in my mind over 
the last week, and I will venture a guess that you also 
pondered such thoughts. However, the New Year is 
before us and, though learning from the past through 
the memories created and experience gained is 
important, looking ahead with a sense of hope and 
determination gives life substance and meaning.

Life is to be lived, not endured; to be experienced with 
wonder and an optimistic hope, not with a pessimistic 
anticipation of the worst. Therefore, the question 
comes to each of us as to what we can do to help 
ourselves and to aid others in experiencing life to its 
fullest, moving toward and developing into the very 
best version of our individual selves possible. The 
answer to this question may not be we what we want 
to hear, in as much as it is the antithesis of success as 
defined by our culture. But the answer is where we will 
find the greatest sense of purpose and belonging.
 
A very good place to begin in understanding who you 
and I as individuals were created to be is with the 
prayer often attributed to St. Francis of Assisi. We are 
fellow travels on a journey experiencing life together, 
seeing the equality of all people and knowing that God 
loves every created being equally and unconditionally. 
May this be our prayer as we begin this year in a world 
in need of instruments of peace.

We wish you a 
wonderful new year 
and eagerly await 
joining you in your 
spiritual renewal in 

2020!

#resolutions

https://twitter.com/southsidebham

January 20, 2020
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Church Office Closed 
in Observance

"Arise, shine, for your 
light has come, and 

the glory of the Lord 
has risen upon you."

Isaiah 60:1

1/6/20

http://www.cbf.net


Wednesday 
Evening 
Schedule

Mark Erdberg 1/5 
Hannah Vosteen 1/5
Kimberly Wurst  1/6
Jeff Wurst  1/8
Timothy Kelley 1/9 
Carol Watts 1/12 
Linda Thomas 1/14 

Bo Smith  1/16
Rufus Dalton 1/19
Andrey Ramp 1/19    
Trudy Miles 1/22       
Joel Branham 1/25
Millicent Wurst  1/28 
Christopher Smith 1/31

Claim Your Year
Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in 

the Sanctuary

JANUARY 5 
"The Gift of Unexpected 

Gifts"
Matthew 2:1-12

JANUARY 12
 "The Gift of Committed 

Community"
Matthew 3:13-17

JANUARY 19
"The Gift of Unbridled 

Curiosity"
John 1:29-42    

JANUARY 26
 "The Gift of Bold 

Action"
Matthew 4:12-23 

Upcoming Events

1/5   Congregational Council Meeting - 12:15 pm in Rm 140 
1/6   Epiphany
1/7   Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers - 6 pm
1/20  Martin Luther King, Jr Day - Church Office Closed
1/22  Trustees Meeting - 4 pm in the Conference Room
1/22  Church Business Conference - 6:15 pm in Drennen 
Hall 1/26-2/1  Hosting Family Promise of Birmingham
1/27  Deacons Meeting - 6 pm in the Heritage Room

  January Birthdays

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

JANUARY 1
No Evening Activities

JANUARY 8
Beliefs We Share with All 

Christians

JANUARY 15
Beliefs We Share with All 

Protestant Christians

JANUARY 22
Church Business 

Conference

JANUARY 29
Beliefs Unique to Baptists

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.

Adult Sunday School
"Faithful Witness"

Jan 5 | Led by the Spirit | Acts 4:23-31
Jan 12 | Cultural Awareness | Acts 17:22-34 Jan 
19 | Christ Crucified | 1 Corinthians 2:1-13 Jan 

26 | Christ Exalted | Philippians 2:1-11

Thank you, Volunteers!
Thank you to everyone who helped 
prepare and serve our Food Bank Client 
Holiday Breakfast!

A new year always brings to mind resolutions. We take stock of the 
previous year, hopefully examining both the highs and lows. We 
assess our progress and envision what we want to be over the next 
year. A new year, like a new day, brings an optimism for the future 
and positive changes that await. So often, however, those 
resolutions taper off and are soon forgotten. Unfortunately, many 
of the resolutions, although made with sincere dedication and 
commitment, remain unaccomplished. 

I moved from resolutions to “claiming” or “framing” a year with a 
theme. For example, claiming a year for – transformation, 
creativity, or discovery. It is a great way to give the year a purpose 
and to direct our actions, but somewhere along the way, I forget 
my theme. So this year, I’m borrowing from the “claiming a year” 
idea, but instead of doing a year, breaking it down into months. 
This should allow for better recall and an opportunity to evaluate 
the progress of my efforts.

As we enter 2020, join me in claiming your year by creating a 
theme for each month. This year, perhaps we can frame our 
months to lead us to deepen our own spiritual journey and walk 
with God. Each month can represent a focus that helps us 
recognize the Divine in our lives, to help us to love others more 
deeply, to right injustices, and to accept the grace we have been 
given. The themes for the month each could vary based upon your 
own spiritual and life journey.

Some ideas might be…
• Grace
• Justice
• Gratitude
• Forgiveness
• Love
• Simplicity
• Silence

Each month, a new theme creating a full year of guidance and 
direction for our spiritual journeys; a guide into a deeper, more 
intentional, walk with God. As we close out 2019 and we begin a 
New Year, my prayer for us as people of faith, as a church, and as a 
society is to commit to a more intentional walk with our God. That 
by “claiming” our months or year, it will open us to God’s actions 
around us. In each new day, our spirits will be awaiting an ever-
present, living God that desires to be the God with us.

May your New Year be a blessed journey.

Rusty Bennett
Deacon/Congregational Council

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


