SOUTHSIDE COLUMNS
New Year, New Opportunities
Happy New Year! We begin 2019 with great hopes for
good things ahead. Questions come to mind, though, of what
will transpire and what major events will shape our lives, the
lives of those around us, and our culture as a whole. What
will we face? How will we respond? What will occur on the
national or global stage?
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The truth is that we do not know what lies ahead, but we can
have this resolve: although we cannot control events
or decisions others make or how others respond or treat us,
we can control how we respond to whatever comes our
way. Hopefully, our responses and the mindset that
determines so many of our actions will be rooted in the
truths lived and taught by the One we follow who is
Truth.

HAPPENING at Southside
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
January 21, 2019
(Church Offices Closed)

Each day we are granted to live is a day offering
opportunities to experience the presence of Christ in our
lives, and to demonstrate the love of Christ through the
compassion, acts of kindness, and patience shown to others.
May those we encounter know that we are faithful followers
of Jesus the Christ by our love and actions.
The words of St. Teresa of Avila remind us of the
great privilege and responsibility of following the Christ. If
only we engage in the opportunities before us to bless
others, what a difference our lives will make.
Christ has
No body now on earth but yours;
No hands but yours;
No feet but yours;
Yours are the eyes
Through which is to look out
https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

#inclusivecommunity
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Christ’s compassion to the world
Yours are the feet
With which he is to go about
Doing good;
Yours are the hands
With which he is to bless now.
---St. Teresa of Avila

Dr. Timothy L. Kelley
Pastor for
Congregational
Ministries

Don't Forget
In their report, Lynching in America: Confronting the Legacy
of Racial Terror, the Equal Justice Initiative documented over
4,400 lynchings of black people in the U.S. Most were
individuals from the twelve states in the South built on
generations of slavery and discrimination. Today in
Montgomery, Alabama on six acres of land, sits The National
Memorial for Peace and Justice. Constructed with over 800
steel monuments each depicting a county in the U.S. where
racial lynching took place, you can hear the cries of those
terrorized. Each steel block is engraved with the names of
individuals – men and women – senselessly killed because of
the color of their skin. Finally, their voices are heard.
On Christmas Eve, I visited the memorial and walked
through the winding path absorbing the story from slavery,
terror, civil rights, and the continued struggle for today’s
equity. As I passed each monument and read the names,
people I did not know, I was moved to tears. I felt a deep
despair for these lives. Lives lost not through famine, war, or
natural disaster, but at the hands of their neighbors. This was
a Holy place and as I silently walked through touching the
cold steel, trying to absorb the magnitude of what I was
seeing, I prayed for peace. I prayed as much for myself as for
(continued on p. 3)
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Worship
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in Drennen
Hall
9:30 a.m. SundaySchool
11:00 a.m. Worship in WKH
6DQFWXDU\

JANUARY 6
Epiphany
Matthew 2:1-12

JANUARY 13
Future Church I
Promise of Jesus
Matthew 16:13-19
JANUARY 20
Future Church II
What is the Good News?
Luke 4:16-21

JANUARY27
Guest Preacher
Dr. Roy Chiampa

Don't Forget (continued)

Future Church
In his book, Liquid Church, the British Theologian Peter Ward, who
teaches at King's College in London suggests that church must be like
water - flexible, fluid and changeable.
As a community of faith, Southside Baptist Church is always seeking to
minister the grace of God in changing circumstances, and must be
willing to adapt its mission to the new circumstances of our culture.
Ward urges the church to define its mission in terms of participation
and involvement in the community in which it serves, flowing in
response to the Spirit and the gospel of Jesus.
Over four Sundays in January and February, our homilies will
explore what it means to be a 'Future Church', not locked in the
past, but seeking to discern the will of Christ in the times in which
we live, and move into the future with hope.
January 13: Promise of Jesus - Matthew 16.13-19
January 20: What is the good news? - Luke 4.16-21
February 3: Spirituality for life - 2 Peter 3.18
February 10: Discipleship - Matthew 25.31-40
Dr. Ken Roxburgh
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching

Hughey Lectures in Amsterdam
Dr. Roxburgh has been invited to deliver the Hughey Lectures at the
International Baptist Seminary in Amsterdam on Wednesday, January
23.
The Hughey Memorial Lectures were the idea of Professor H
Wayne Walker Pipkin, the Anabaptist historian, who served on the
faculty of IBTS at Rüschlikon, Switzerland during the 1980s. This
was part of a major initiative of his to develop the Institute for
Baptist and Anabaptist Studies during his time serving IBTS. Over
the years the lectures have been delivered by a number of Baptist
and Anabaptist researchers, such as Andrea Strübind, David
Bebbington, Curtis Freeman and Ian Randall.
Dr. Roxburgh’s lectures will explore how Baptists in the South,
especially in Alabama have and still are grappling with issues of
Race, Gender and Sexuality.

January Birthdays
Harold Wall 1/05
Mark Erdberg 1/05
Hannah Vosteen 1/05
Tim Kelley 1/09
Carol Watts 1/12
Linda Thomas 1/14
Rufus Dalton 1/19
Andrey Shepard 1/19
Trudy Miles 1/22
Sarah Buchanan 1/24
Joel Branham 1/25
Chris Smith 1/31

Wednesday Night Menus
1/2
1/9
1/16
1/23
1/30

No Evening Activities
Chicken Casserole
Pork tenderloin
Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
Pot Roast

the names before me. Their names were finally heard. May they find peace.
I came upon one of the monuments. 15 people all lynched on a single day –
July 15th. Another memorized over 249 people killed over a four-day span in
one county. I was moved to tears overwhelmed by these senseless acts of
horror. Men and women died because they voted, married, stopped at the
street corner, or knocked on a neighbor’s door.
Some raised their voices to the injustices yet were tragically silenced. Simple
acts, acts that I take for granted, denied based on the color of a person’s skin.
The voices of our neighbors silenced. As I stood among the cold steel reading
the names, I repeated – don’t forget … don’t forget.
Perhaps as a people of faith, one of our greatest challenges in following
Christ is living out the greatest commandment. Honestly, we probably have
very little problem loving ourselves and claiming a deep love for God. Oh,
on occasion I can even claim a love for a neighbor. Of course, the big fence
between our yards helps to deepen that love. The deep love of neighbor,
however, isn’t about fences. Christ’s call to us to love, is not easy. We are
flawed individuals with our own biases, hates, stereotypes, and fears, which
callous our hearts to fully embracing the divine in each of us. We stray away
from others that don’t think, look, and act like us. We are quick to judge
differences as moral flaws and rather we want to admit it or not, we
continuously fight seeing ourselves better than others. Yes, to love our
neighbor, can be very hard.
As we close out 2018 and we begin a New Year, my prayer for us as people
of faith, as a church, and as a society is to commitment to truly loving. A
commitment to seek and journey toward the love our Savior taught. A love
not only of words, but of deeds. Living out a love that seeks to heal, unify,
reconcile, and soften the callous heart. A love that forgives and accepts grace.
The words on the memorial perhaps could be a guide for the inner and
external journey of embodying the love that Christ commands us to show.
For the Hanged and the beaten, for the shot, drowned, and burned.
For the tortured, tormented, and terrorized. For those abandoned by the rule of law.
We will remember.
With hope because hopelessness is the enemy of justice.
With courage because peace requires bravery.
With persistence because justice is a constant struggle.
With faith because we shall overcome.
As we enter this New Year, may we do so with a renewal to embody the love
of God to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. In so doing, may we bring
hope, courage, persistence, and faith to ensure the wrongs of this world do
not go unchallenged and the voices of those oppressed do not go unheard.

Rusty Bennett
Deacon/Congregational Council

Upcoming Events
1/1
1/2
1/3
1/6
1/21
1/21
1/23
1/23

New Year's Day (Church Offices Closed)
No Evening Activities
No Regular Activities
Congregational Council Meeting - 12:30 pm, Rm 140
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - Church Offices Closed
Deacons Meeting - 6 pm, Heritage Rm
Trustees Meeting - 4 pm, Conference Room
Quarterly Church Business Meeting - 6 pm, Drennen Hall

WEDNESDAY Evening
SCHEDULE

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper
6:00 p.m. Prayer and Bible
Study in Drennen Hall

Baptist Identity
JANUARY 2
No Evening Activities
JANUARY 9
Baptist Identity I
JANUARY 16
Baptist Identity II
JANUARY 23
Quarterly Church
Business Meeting
JANUARY 30
Baptist Identity III

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.

Jesus' Ministry to the World
January 6
Jesus Is Baptized
Mark 1:1-13
January 13
Jesus Begins to Preach
Mark 1:14-28
January 20
Jesus Welcomes Sinners
Mark 2:13-22
January 27
Jesus Faces Resistance
Mark 3:19b-35

