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January 2018, the first month of a new year! We each 
begin the year with slight variations of what we believe the 
year will hold as each day God grants us is lived. Overall, 
we hope the new year brings days filled with good things 
for all people. Through our resolutions we hope to 
improve our physical health, focus on improving our mind, 
to grow spiritually, to better relate to others; ultimately, 
becoming a more complete person. And we believe we 
might just be able to keep many, if not most of them, so we 
launch into the new year with a sense of freshness and 
newness. After all, isn’t that the message of this season 
that culminates with Epiphany and includes all the elements 
of God’s revelation to humankind celebrated and embraced 
in Advent and Christmas? The hope and the freshness 
found in God doing a “new thing.” A "new thing” that 
comes in a most humble and vulnerable way. A “new thing” 
of the Incarnation that is filled with mystery and confounds 
reason, yet brings a sense of peace and hope to humanity. 
The new year provides a doorway of opportunity for “new 
things.” Perhaps that means a new thing in us or through 
us, or maybe it means looking at things in a new, fresh way. 

The following paragraph from a book I have been reading 
caused me to pause as I was thinking about New Year’s 
Resolutions. The book is Brian McLaren’s, We Make the 
Road by Walking. The paragraph is in reference to the call 
of Abram when God spoke telling him to go to a land that 
God would show him and revealing that through Abram all 
the nations of the world would be blessed. Abram, his wife 
Sara and some of their family would leave their homeland 
and grow and develop into this new identity of God’s 
children. This was new ground for Abram and Sara and all 
those with them. It took time and experiences for them to 
understand the depth of this new identity. 

https://twitter.com/southsidebham #inclusivecommunity

McLaren says: "This is a unique identity indeed. It means 
the children of Abram and Sara will be a unique us in relation 
to all the other thems of the world. No, their identity will not be 
us at the top of the pyramid and them at the bottom, or 
vice versa. Nor will their identity be us assimilated into them, 
or us assimilating them into us. Nor will it be us against 
them, us apart from them, or us in spite of them. No, 
Abram and Sara’s unique identity will be us for them, us 
with them, us for the benefit and blessing of all.”

This paragraph reminds us that God has created every 
living being on this earth and each one is loved 
unconditionally by God, not more than, or less than, just 
unconditionally. 

How different our world would be should we embrace and 
believe with conviction the truth of those words, that we are 
all God’s children blessed for the benefit of all. Perhaps 
then days of violence, war, famine, pain and suffering will 
diminish and all people everywhere will see and understand 
the message of the one who is the Prince of Peace. 

May we each do our part in 2018, resolving to use our lives 
and blessings to bless others.

Blessings,

A 'New Thing'

We wish you a 
wonderful new year and 
eagerly await joining you 
in your spiritual renewal 

in 2018!

#resolutions

January 15, 2018
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Church Office Closed 
in Observance

"Arise, shine, for your 
light has come, and 

the glory of the Lord 
has risen upon you."

Isaiah 60:1

1/6/18
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Wednesday 
Evening 
Schedule

Mark Erdberg 1/5 
Hannah Vosteen 1/5 
Harold Wall 1/5 
Timothy Kelley 1/9 
Carol Watts 1/12 
Linda Thomas 1/14 
Rufus Dalton 1/19

Andrey Ramp 1/19    
Fred Rose 1/20
Jean Beckwith 1/22 
Trudy Miles 1/22      
Sarah Buchanan 1/24 
Joel Branham 1/25 
Christopher Smith 1/31

Looking Ahead
The Christian church has been a cornerstone of American life for a 
long time, but much has changed in the last 30 years. Americans 
are attending church less, and more people are experiencing and 
practicing their faith outside of its four walls. Millennials in particular 
are coming of age at a time of great skepticism and cynicism 
toward institutions—particularly the church.

Paradoxically, although most people in this country (73% in a recent 
survey) identify as Christian, a much smaller number of Americans 
regularly practice their faith. When a variable like church attendance 
is added to the mix, a majority becomes the minority (31%). This 
doesn’t mean that people have abandoned faith, because in the 
same survey, three-quarters of Americans claim to have prayed to 
God in the last week. As a Church in Southside this is part of the 
challenge facing us as we enter into 2018.

Walter Brueggemann, whose writings on the Hebrew Bible I 
continue to find helpful, speaks of the theme of exile as being 
helpful to the Church as we face a decline in the number of people 
attending church, even in the Bible belt. One of the prophets in the 
Hebrew Bible who lived during a literal period of exile was Jeremiah, 
and I think that he has much to teach us about living for God in a 
changing religious culture. Over three Sundays in January and 
February we will explore Jeremiah in our homilies, messages of  
encouragement and challenge. 

Dr. Ken Roxburgh
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching 
205.933.8381
kbroxbur@samford.edu

Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in 

the Sanctuary

JANUARY 7 
 "Baptism of Jesus"

Mark 1:4-11

JANUARY 14
 "Following Jesus"

John 1:35-51

JANUARY 21
"Call of God"

Jeremiah 1    

JANUARY 28
 "Exile"

Jeremiah 29  

                                      

Upcoming Events
1/2   Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers - 6 pm
1/4   Men's Lunch and Bible Study - noon in Rm 140
1/6   Epiphany
1/7   Congregational Council Meeting - 12:15 pm in Rm 140 
1/15  Martin Luther King, Jr Day - Church Office Closed
1/18  Men's Lunch and Bible Study - noon in Rm 140
1/22  Deacons Meeting - 6 pm in the Heritage Room
1/24  Trustees Meeting - 4 pm in the Conference Room
1/24  Church Business Conference - 6:15 pm in Drennen Hall

Wednesday Night Menus
1/3  No Evening Activities
1/10  Soup and Sandwiches
1/17  Chicken & Dumplings
1/24  BBQ Sandwiches
1/31  Meatloaf

  January Birthdays

Choirmaster Notes ...
The month of December was an exceptionally busy one for our 
Southside Choristers.  Each Sunday of Advent is a musical 
challenge, especially with our presentation of the Christmas Oratorio 
by Saint-Saens.  I am so proud of these dedicated, hard-working 
singers, and they are aware of our appreciation of how much they 
mean to our quality of worship.

The month of January may not seem so intense, but I consider each 
Sunday a unique opportunity to proclaim God's truth through 
coordinating our music with the written and spoken Word.  In 
addition, our Springtime music will begin rehearsal, including that 
other most important feast day of the Christian church : Easter!  Our 
quest for musical expression of the message of God's love never 
ceases.  Thanks for your continued support of our music ministry.

Dr. Timothy P. Banks 
Choirmaster

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

JANUARY 3
No Evening Activities

JANUARY 10 
Christian Biography 1 
‘Who do you think you 

are?’

JANUARY 17
Christian Biography 2  
Dr. David Chapman:     

C.S. Lewis

JANUARY 24
Church Business 

Conference

JANUARY 31
Christian Biography 3

Dr. Carol Ann Vaughan Cross: 
Martha Foster Crawford

Christian Biography
Christian biography, from the gospels to current bestsellers 
has had an important role in shaping our understanding of 
both Christian doctrine and what it means to live a life of faith.  
Biographies of Christian leaders, from Augustine to Billy 
Graham, were also intended as spiritual guidebooks as well 
as historical records. Over five Wednesdays in January and 
February we will explore some Christian biographies:

10 January - Christian Biography 1 - ‘Who do you think you 
are?’

17 January - Christian Biography 2 - Dr. David Chapman - 
C. S. Lewis

31 January - Christian Biography 3 - Dr. Carol Ann Vaughan 
Cross: Martha Foster Crawford

7 February - Christian Biography 4 - Chariots of Fire: Eric 
Liddell

28 February  - Christian Biography 5  - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/
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	Young Adult Sunday School: 


