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In Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations by Robert 
Schanase, Radical Hospitality is addressed first  among 
these five practices; the others are Passionate Worship, 
Intentional Faith development, Risk Taking Missions 
and Extravagant Generosity. Schanase, in defining this 
practice, writes that, “Christian hospitality refers to the 
active desire to invite, welcome, receive and care for 
those who are strangers  so  that they find a spiritual 
home and discover for themselves the unending 
richness of life in Christ” and that “Radical” means 
“arising from the source” and describes practices that 
are "rooted in the life of Christ and that radiate into the 
lives of others and are drastically different from the 
ordinary practice, outside the normal.” 

Therefore, practicing radical hospitality is more than the 
usual greeting people with kindness. It is understanding 
that all we have and all that is entrusted to us is for the 
blessing of others. It is seeing the world around us, our 
neighbors, and asking the question, "What can I do, to 
make their life better?" rather than “what can they do to 
make my life better?" 

This perspective is a guiding principle in our efforts to 
be the presence of Christ in this community and beyond 
and using all of our resources to that end. SSBC’s 
mission of “Building an inclusive community of grace, 
first in this community and then the world,” is a high 
and noble goal, and one that can only be accomplished 
through God’s power and grace. It is only possible by 
each individual taking part and seeing that we are called 
to be "salt and light” to our community and even 
beyond to the world. The call of Christ is a call to look 
outward to the needs of others and to pray for wisdom 
and guidance to see the world through His eyes and 
accept the wonderful and indescribable privilege of 

Making a Difference
being a part of God’s amazing work in reconciliation 
and renewal of lives. 

May we all take seriously the opportunity and 
privilege and be found faithful to the one who called 
us.

Monday, February 17 
6:00 pm  |  Heritage Room

https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

Lenten Book Study
In her book, “The Gifts of Imperfection”, Brene Brown 
takes you on a path to living a wholehearted life by 
recognizing ourselves from a place of worthiness.  Lent 
often is a time to journey.  It is time to wander a bit in 
the wilderness and reconnect with the life and passion 
of Christ. In that walk with Christ, we, like the disciples, 
struggle with fully embracing the love and grace that 
God offers so abundantly. Can a God truly love a 
broken, struggling person like me? Embracing the 
promise of God’s love and its reality in our lives, 
requires a deeper journey.  A journey that embraces a 
love of God which is not dependent upon our action, 
merely an ability to embrace it as the gracious gift it is.  
In our imperfection we are truly loved and 
immediately, permanently accepted.  

Starting our first Sunday in March, we will begin our 
Lenten journey to discover the gifts of our own 
imperfection and how recognizing these gifts we can 
live a life of authenticity and worthiness.  It’s a powerful 
reminder that God loves us just as we are.  Join us for  
“The Gifts of Imperfection: A Lenten Journey” each 
Sunday morning at 9:30 am starting March 1, 2020. For 
more information, please contact the church office at 
205.933.8381.

Ash Wednesday Service 
February 26 at 6 pm

Join us for  “The Gifts of 
Imperfection: A Lenten Journey” 
each Sunday morning at 9:30 am 

starting March 1, 2020. 

For more information, please 
contact the church office at 

205.933.8381.

"Studying Simon Peter," a 6-week 
study with Dr. Henry Hobson

Starting February 16 on 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. 
following the Fellowship Dinner 
and Prayer Time



Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday  School   

11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary

FEBRUARY 2 
"A Mountaintop 

Challenge"
Matthew 5:1-12

FEBRUARY 9 
"A Transforming 

Mission"
Matthew 5:13-20

FEBRUARY 16
Guest Preacher: 

Dr. Henry Hobson 
"Are You The One?"

Matthew 11:1-6   

FEBRUARY 23
Guest Preacher: 
Rev. Terri Byrd

State Coordinator for CBF  

                      WEDNESDAY  Evening 
SCHEDULE  

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

Moses and the Exodus

February 2  
Moses' Early Life
Exodus 2:1-15a

February 9  
Moses' Call

 Exodus 3:4-8a, 9-10; 4:10-17

February 16  
The First Plague
Exodus 7:14-25

February 23    
The First Passover  

Exodus 12:21-31,40

Being Intentional
Welcome to February! Last month I encouraged “claiming” or 
“theming” our months this year to guide our spiritual journey. The 
idea being that each month represents a focus to deepen our 
own walk with God. As we journey, we ask "how can I love God 
more?" "How can I truly love my neighbor as myself in an authentic 
way?"
This month I’ve personally claimed the month to “do 
it intentionally” or “with purpose”. I don’t know if you experience 
this, but often my days are filled with work projects, running 
errands, going from one call to the next, or from one trip to another. 
If I am not careful soon, the days become fuller and the activities 
I filled them with just become check-boxes to complete. Days 
filled with meaningless activities and forgotten lasting purpose.
Looking beyond our own individual lives, can our workplaces 
or even our church suffer the same fate? We fill the calendar full 
of activities, yet in so doing, do we become so busy that we forget 
the why behind our efforts. How often do we sit in worship with 
our minds wandering and our hearts longing to be somewhere 
else? How often does a heaviness or guilt occur when we think 
about going to another Bible Study, training, or mission activity? 
If I’m honest, I have felt that way. It is struggle at times 
planning for another business meeting!
Through the lens of “intentionality”, I’m reminded to pause 
and revisit the purpose behind all I do. For me, it’s a call to 
reconnect with God, myself, and all of creation, to seek for a firmer 
foundation on which to build my days. This spiritual practice is a 
call to quiet the soul and center to the Spirit. Righting ourselves to 
the Spirit of God, can help us to reflect on our day, to find the 
moments of gratitude, to find grace to forgive, and to reconnect 
with the hope that allows us to move forward.
As we go through the busy days of our lives, let us do so with 
a newfound “intentionality” with a purpose to reconnect with God. 
In so doing, may each activity connect you to a God that richly 
loves you and desires to be with you.
Blessings on your journey,

Rusty Bennett
Deacon Chair

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

Studying Simon Peter

FEBRUARY 5
Our Beliefs

FEBRUARY 12
Studying Simon Peter, Part I

FEBRUARY 19
Studying Simon Peter, Part II

FEBRUARY 26
Ash Wednesday Service

Lenten Music
The Southside Choristers are busy rehearsing new music for Lent 
and Easter.  Each Sunday during Lent, we will be singing anthems we 
have not sung before. On Good Friday at 6:00 p.m., we will 
combine all those new anthems into a special service of reflection. 
Guest vocalists from St. Luke's Episcopal Church will add their 
talents to our already wonderful choir.   
On Palm Sunday, pianist Stephanie Archer will be with us 
to accompany the choir for Moses Hogan's stirring arrangement of 
"Ride On, King Jesus," and a deeply felt anthem by Philip J. 
Stopford, "For He Is Our Peace."  Sarah Heaslett will be anchoring 
the service and accompanying the choir on Dan Forrest's exuberant 
"Hosanna, to the King." On Easter Sunday, the choir will 
perform two thundering spirituals, "Nothing Can Hinder My 
Jesus" and "Glory, Hallelujah to the Risen Lamb!"  From now 
through April, there will be wonderful solos from our talented 
Martinson Scholars, too.

The Choristers are up to the challenge and excited about sharing 
new music that expresses the full range of emotions of the Easter 
season, from sorrow to jubilation.  

For the Good Friday, Palm Sunday and Easter services, I ask 
that everyone move down closer from under the balcony.  My 
feeling is that this will generate a powerful, worshipful energy and 
closeness.

Kenny Gannon
Interim Choir Director

February Birthdays
Wayne Green  2/02 

Merrill Kinnaird  2/02 
Larry Thompson   2/09 

Jaime Erdberg 2/11 
Molly Easter  2/17

Paul Huie  2/18 
Blanche Logan  2/23 
Michael Parker  2/23 

Beryl Thompson  2/24 
Lee Rosser  2/24

Upcoming Events
2/2   Congregational Council Meeting - 12:30 pm in Room 140 
2/4   Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers
2/16  "Studying Simon Peter" study begins
2/17  Deacons Meeting - 6 pm in the Heritage Room
2/26   Ash Wednesday Service

Studying Simon Peter
Simon Peter, in most of the stories that are written about him, comes 
across as a very real person. He is neither boring nor angelic. He is 
realistic, gritty, engaging, and fully human. One of the best ways to 
understand ourselves is through the stories of other people. This six-
week study of Simon Peter will focus on the connection between his 
story and our story. 

Join us on Wednesday evenings beginning February 16 for this study 
led by Dr. Henry Hobson. The study will begin at 6:30 pm after our 
Fellowship Supper and Prayer time at 5:30 pm. 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


