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How should the Church respond to social justice issues? 
More specifically, how should and do churches (local 
congregations in their context of ministry) respond to 
social justice issues with words and actions rooted in 
Christian faith, when so often these issues are moved 
from the spiritual to the secular arena and in the process 
politicized. In the August 2015 issue of Sojourners 
Magazine the subject was addressed by Stephen 
Mattson. He wrote, verses such as Galatians 3:28 that 
states, “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus” (NIV) are understood to mean that nothing 
else matters beyond our faith in Christ.

Some do hold tenaciously to a position that the role of a 
church, or the Church, is to focus entirely on the 
spiritual condition of humankind. That means 
preaching the Gospel with little or no available time or 
interest in addressing issues related to cultural views and 
practices even though these practices depreciate the 
value of certain people and perpetuate injustice. On the 
other end of the continuum is another extreme position; 
one that emerges from the social issue itself rather than 
an overarching belief in God’s concern, providential 
care and love for all of humankind and creation. 

Most individual Christians, and I believe congregations 
as well, see that addressing social justice issues is 
an integral part of following Jesus. The words in 
Galatians 3:28 emphasize that we are one in Christ 
Jesus; however, those words do not say that other 
factors or characteristics which are a part of the 
unique individual God has created are unimportant 
to God. Jesus’ ministry of teaching and healing 
challenged so many of the accepted cultural norms 
and by his actions demonstrated his relevance to all of

Social Justice and the Church

50th Anniversary Organ Concert
featuring 

world-renowned organist
Huw Lewis

Sunday, February 17
4:00 pm
Sanctuary

A light reception will follow.

the differences experienced in life. Therefore, those 
who were poor, disenfranchised, disadvantaged, 
suffering from disease, of another race or nationality, 
alienated, or separated out for any other reason, now 
had a place at the table but would struggle to have a 
voice there. Paul’s  missionary work was certainly 
focused on preaching and teaching, but he also 
addressed issues that divide. 

Hopefully, we will develop a deeper understanding of 
what “One in Christ Jesus” means as we spend the 
month of February focusing on social justice issues. 
Mattson states, participating in social justice is a 
Christian tradition inspired by Jesus, not liberal causes, 
populist agendas, media platforms, lawmakers, or 
mainstream fads. It’s a deeply spiritual practice. Instead 
of being motivated by political affiliations, financial 
gain, power, pride, control, or our own secular 
motivations, we should be active participants for the 
sake of following Jesus — for the purpose of glorifying 
God by and through acts of justice, empowerment, and 
love.

What an inspiring, wonderful and challenging way to 
say to each person as a follower of the one who called 
us, that we really do have a deep and abiding 
responsibility to Jesus who called us to follow him, 
and to our brothers and sisters who are also created in 
His image.

Payday Lending 
Discussion

with Dr. Neal Berte
(cosponsored by SSBC)

Tuesday, February 19
7:00-8:00 pm

Canterbury United Methodist 
Church

Social Justice Opportunity:

Jazz Vespers  
2/10  |  6pm  | Drennen Hall

https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/



Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday  School   

11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary

FEBRUARY 3      
Future Church III        
Spirituality for Life         

2 Peter 3:18    

FEBRUARY 10     
Future Church IV          

Discipleship          
Matthew 25:31-40

FEBRUARY 17     
Psalm 1

FEBRUARY 24  
Psalm 37:1-11 

                      WEDNESDAY  Evening 
SCHEDULE  

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

The Law of the Lord

February 3  
The Giving of the Law 
Exodus 19:1,9-10,16-25

February 10  
The Ten Commandments 

Deuteronomy 5:6-21

February 17   
You Shall Be Holy 

Leviticus 19:1-4,9-18

February 24    
Delight in the Law  

Psalm 1:19,7-14

Baptist Identity
Baptists are a rooted people: rooted in the word of God, rooted and 
grounded in the love of God and the community of Christ, nourished 
by both. Baptists today represent diversity of age, education, socio-
economic status and a variety of different theological perspective.  
Right from the very beginning of Baptist life in England, two separate 
and very distinct groups called General and Particular Baptists 
developed, each with particular theological understandings. 

So, you find Free Will Baptists, Independent Baptists, Missionary 
Baptists,, Reformed Baptists, Southern Baptists, Co-operative Baptists, 
Bible Baptists. A visit to several of Baptist churches will reveal 
differences in thought, style, custom and culture etc. although 
generally speaking we would describe ourselves as Baptist.  Yet within 
that general description there is great diversity.  The very passion 
which we have for freedom is a major reason why there is so much 
diversity in Baptist life. 

Perhaps the greatest problems facing Baptist churches today, in terms 
of understanding our Baptist Identity is that many persons in our 
congregation may have been nurtured in other communions (or none) 
and are therefore unfamiliar with Baptist heritage, life and thought - 
and the cost of the principles of freedom which we ought to hold dear 
to our hearts.  For many people the crux of our identity is that of 
believer's baptism and they do not realize that there is much to a 
Baptist perspective than that of immersion in water.

We must always view the present and the future in the light of the 
past.  Vision without roots is no vision at all - it does not take regard of 
the mistakes as well as the triumphs of the past history of God's 
people.  We need to know who we have been and what we are and 
what we are called to be in the future?  What we were at one stage in 
our history as Baptists is not to determine our future plans and policy.

So, on Wednesday evenings during January, February and into 
March we are exploring the history and identity of Baptists, especially 
in North America and with particular attention to Alabama. Come 
along and enjoy food, fellowship and insights from history into our 
identity as a church.

Dr. Ken Roxburgh 
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

Baptist Identity

FEBRUARY 6
 Baptist Identity IV

FEBRUARY 13
Baptist Identity V

FEBRUARY 20       
 Baptist Identity VI

FEBRUARY 27 
 Baptist Identity VII

50th Anniversary Organ Concert

To mark this anniversary, Southside will present organist Huw Lewis 
in concert on Sunday, February 17th at 4:00 pm.

Huw Lewis received formal training at the Royal College of Music in 
London and at Cambridge University and was awarded teaching and 
performing diplomas from the Royal Academy and the Royal College 
of Music as well as both diplomas of the Royal College of Organists. 
He received scholarships and fellowships at Cambridge University 
and the University of Michigan. In 1972, he came to the United 
States to study at the University of Michigan, earning Master's and 
Doctoral degrees in organ performance as a student of Robert Clark, 
Robert Glasgow, and Marilyn Mason. 

His extensive performing career has taken him across the United 
States, and to Britain, Europe, and Russia. He has performed at 
numerous national and regional conventions of many professional 
organizations, including the Hymn Society of America, the Organ 
Historical Society, and the American Guild of Organists. Dr. Lewis 
was a featured soloist at the 1987 International Congress of Organists, 
and served on the panel of jurors of the 2003 Dallas International 
Organ Competition and the 2016 Sursa American Organ 
Competition at Ball State University, Indiana. 

His playing has been broadcast over the radio and television in 
Europe, Britain, and the U.S. Huw Lewis has appeared as a soloist 
many times with orchestra and has participated in the world 
premieres of concertos by Alfred Fedak and Michael Daugherty. His 
performance of the Fedak concerto with the Grand Rapids Symphony 
in May 2016 helped to inaugurate the new Casavant organ at the Jack 
H. Miller Center for Musical Arts at Hope College.

Please come and hear this world renowned organist.

Sarah Heaslett
Director of Music/Organist

February Birthdays
Wayne Green  2/02 

Merrill Kinnaird  2/02 
Larry Thompson   2/09 

Jaime Erdberg 2/11 
Molly Easter  2/17

Paul Huie  2/18
Blanche Logan 2/23 
Michael Parker 2/23

Beryl Thompson  2/24 
Robert Lee Rosser  2/24 

Audrey Slay  2/27

Wednesday Night Menus
2/6    Chicken and Dumplings
2/13  Spaghetti
2/20  Meatloaf
2/27  BBQ Pork

Upcoming Events
2/3   Congregational Council Meeting - 12:30 pm in Room 140
2/5   Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers
2/10  Jazz Vespers - 6:00 pm in Drennen Hall
2/17  Huw Lewis Organ Concert for 50th Anniversary of the Southside Organ
2/18  Deacons Meeting
2/19  Payday Lending Discussion - 7:00 pm at Canterbury United Methodist

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


