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Telling Your Story

Lee Canipe, curriculum writer for Smyth & Helwys,
introduced the current unit of study entitled, "Old
Testament Covenants,” this way: "Every good story
requires some element of suspense. Will the mystery
be solved? Will the hero defeat the villain? Will the
relationship survive? A story without any suspense
doesn’t really deserve to be told because there’s
nothing to tell."
The characters in this series of lessons hold places
in our minds that are often elevated to status bigger
than life. Yes, these individuals stand out prominently
in the history of our faith, but they were human
beings and they had failures and shortcomings just
as you and I do.
One only has to read scripture telling of the life of
Noah, Abram, Moses and David to see clearly that
they also struggled to live as God intended. They all
struggled with the pull of their humanity, often
succumbing to it, while yearning to be the spiritual
person and leader God created them to be. Stories
of real people such as these provide vivid pictures of
God’s amazing grace. The life story of each one was
written day by day, full of suspense, full of mystery.
They didn’t always get it right when taking action,
but God brought some good out of some terrible
situations they created. But then, we really don't
have to look that far do we?

We experience God’s grace daily as we also struggle in
our own journey. Likely, we can all tell of bad situations
of our own making in the midst of which God met us
and helped us find something good to hold onto. I find
it both comforting and reassuring to know that God
does not give up on his children, those he has called,
and the ministry to which he has called them. Not even
when his children give up on themselves. If suspense
makes a story worth telling, then the story of our
personal and corporate life and journey of
watching, waiting, listening, believing and acting on
what we discern is one worthy of telling. And
what is even better, it is not over!
Everyday we live is a new day filled with surprises, full
of suspense, making us eager to see what is around
the next corner discovering a little more of the
mysteries of God and of our lives.
Praise be to God!

Dr. Tim Kelley

Pastor for Congregational Ministries

205.933.8381
tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org
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Worship
Schedule
9:00 a.m. The Gathering in
Drennen Hall
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship in
the Sanctuary

FEBRUARY 5
Let Justice Flow
Amos 5

FEBRUARY 12
The Love of God is Wider...
Jonah

FEBRUARY 19
Faith for the Future
Habbakuk

FEBRUARY 26
Building with God
Haggai

Agape (Ancient Greek ἀγάπη, agápē) is
"love: the highest form of love, charity; the
love of God for man and of man for God.

God’s Love in Action
On a recent flight from Boston to NYC, I had the privilege of sitting
next to, who I later found out, a Vice-President with Warner Brother
music. After the pleasantries that most share when seated next
to someone on a plane, I did the unthinkable, I actually started
a conversation with this fellow passenger. Normally, I refrain
from such activities. Quite frankly I have been burned by such
conversations in the past. I’m sure you can relate to being trapped
on an airplane with someone you have startup a conversation with
and you realize all too late that your views on the world were
not quite aligned. Nothing is worse than listening to someone go
on and on and having no way to bow out gracefully. I however
digress, as this was not the case with this conversation.
Over the hour-long flight we talked on politics, our work, our family,
even the weather – a particularly sensitive subject since the national
expert, Al Roker, was sitting across the aisle from us. After sharing
the basics of our experiences and looking for the commonalities that
would not only carry the conversation, but also a way to solidify the
new friendship, we started to discuss the role of a salesperson. You
see, in both of our jobs there is an element of sales. Selling our
products and services to further the missions of our organizations. In
comparing our notes, we both agreed on two things that make
individuals effective at selling themselves and the services they want
to provide – passion and depth.
Passion I think we can all relate to. Passion implies purpose and
fulfillment in our work and through the various activities of life.
Whether in a job or in personal efforts, I believe passion must be
found by the individual. Perhaps through education, coaching, or
lived experience, passion can be honed and developed, but
ultimately it’s up to a person to find the passion that both sustains
and drives the work they do. Depth is the intentionality behind
knowing someone – truly knowing someone – not as a someone
that has the power to bring new business, but as someone created
and loved by God. It is through the shared experiences – a
marriage, death, birth of child, a personal struggle or triumph – the
list could go on – we truly connect with each other.
Over the past several months, the Deacons have been implementing
our congregational care plan – Agape in Action – God’s love in
action. It seems to me the success of our efforts has the same two
components as being an effective salesperson – passion and depth.
Passion is found and is realized through the love that God has for
each of us. A love so profound, it is beyond measure. It compels us
to the second – to go deeper. To move beyond the superficial, to a
deeper love for God’s creation and all of humanity. Finding our
spiritual passion is a personal journey certainly supported by
the church. The act of depth or being Intentional is as well. As a
faith community, I believe we all are called – not just deacons – to
be the passion of Christ, seeking to form “depth-connections”
with our members and visitors that come are way. As we seek to
“build this inclusive community of grace”, seek to really know those
around you and to intentionally seek out those you have not seen.

As you do, remind them that God’s passionate and depth-filled
love can be found in the heart of Birmingham at Southside
Baptist Church.
May the peace of God be your guide,
Rusty Bennett
Chair of Deacons

Lenten Devotional
It's time for 2017's
Lenten Devotional,
and this year's theme
is John 13:34, “A new
command I give you:
Love one another. As
I have loved you, so
you must love one
another."

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper
6:00 p.m. Prayer and Bible
Study in Drennen Hall

FEBRUARY 1
Philippians 1

We're already busy at work getting it ready for you to enjoy
each day of Lent. Receive it daily in your email inbox by
subscribing here: http://eepurl.com/cAD_Xn, or download the
devotional in its entirety (http://southsidebirmingham.org/
spiritual-growth/lenten-devotional-2017).
We look forward to reading and contemplating the meaningful
words our congregation has to share!

FEBRUARY 8
Philippians 2

FEBRUARY 15
Philippians 3

Upcoming Events
2/2 12:00pm - Men's Lunch and Bible Study
2/7 6:00pm - Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers
2/12 6:00pm - Jazz Vespers with guest artists Ladies
Night Out
2/16 12:00pm - Men's Lunch and Bible Study
2/20 6:00pm - Deacons Meeting
2/21 Birmingham Choral Festival
2/25 7:00pm - UAB/Montevallo/Southside Choirs Concert
3/1 Ash Wednesday
3/5 First Sunday of Lent

February Birthdays
Wayne Green 2/2
Ruth Grimmett 2/2
Merrill Kinnaird 2/2
Larry Thompson 2/9
Avery Aaron-Brush 2/12
Paul Huie 2/18

Wednesday
Evening
Schedule

Blanche Logan 2/23
Michael Parker 2/23
Beryl Thompson 2/24
Lee Rosser 2/24
Audrey Slay 2/27

FEBRUARY 22
Philippians 4

