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HAPPENING at Southside

SOUTHSIDE COLUMNS
The Anticipation of Advent
The season of Advent begins this Sunday, December
1, the beginning of the Christian Year. Advent is a
time of celebrating and waiting, of remembering and
anticipating. It is a time of great tension experiencing
the “ already” and anticipating the promised “not
yet.” We celebrate the first coming of Christ as the
babe Jesus, and we anticipate Christ’s return at the
end of this age.
Advent is a glorious and joy-filled season. In living
our daily lives and celebrating this wonderful season
of the year, we have the opportunity to see and
experience Christ’s presence in our lives and in the
lives of others. This year our theme for Advent and
our Advent Devotional Guide, “Come, let us walk in
the light of the Lord,” is taken from Isaiah 2:5.

Orderyourpoinsettiastodayinhonorand/orin
memoryofyourfriendsandlovedones.
$15each | Deadlineis12/9
Contactthechurchofficeifinterested.

Each day, especially as we reflect on God’s love and
mercy during Advent, is an opportunity to
intentionally walk in that light and experience the
Lord's wonderful works. Through Christ’s Spirit's
indwelling presence in us we can respond to the world
as instruments of His love.
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I want to walk as a child of the light;
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world;
The star of my life is Jesus.
In him there is no darkness at all;
the light and the day are both alike.
The lamb is the light of the city of God:
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
Let us live each day in this season with an
expectation of seeing God’s activity around us.
With freshness and joy may we revisit the
miraculous birth of the babe Jesus, Immanuel, the
Light of the world. Come, let us walk in the Light
of the Lord!
Dr. Timothy L. Kelley
Pastor for Congregational Care

The hymn ‘I Want to Walk as a Child of the
Light” speaks of walking in the light with Jesus, who
is Son of God and Son of Man. The words to the
first verse are as follows, and you
can scan the QR code to listen here:
https://bit.ly/35HD66Q
https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/
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Worship
Schedule
9:00 a.m. The Gathering in
Drennen Hall
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary

Beauty in the Ordinary

Advent 2019

The center piece in Trafalgar Square in London was designed in 1851 as
a celebration of the triumph of the British Empire. Surrounding the
enormous statue to Lord Nelson, there are four plinths. Three of them
have held tall statues to various figures in British history, but the four
has remained largely empty. At the time of the new millennium, a
young artist, Mark Wallinger, designed his Ecce Homo, featuring Jesus,
standing before Pilate: ‘Belong the man.’

As we begin the Advent season, we begin a journey colored by
expectant waiting and preparation for the coming of the Christ
child. Such expectant waiting often draws us into deeper
contemplation, reflection, and meditation on the meaning of the
coming of the Messiah. Like many that traveled in those early days
to see the arrival of the promised Messiah, we too travel with deep
emotions and longing to usher in a new day filled with hope, love,
peace, and joy. Like those early travels, we follow the light that
illumines our journey.

DECEMBER 1
First Sunday of Advent
"Faithfulness"
Lamentations 3:19-24
DECEMBER 8
Second Sunday of Advent
"Hope"
Romans 15:4-13
DECEMBER 15
Third Sunday of Advent
"Go Tell What You Have
Heard"
Matthew 11:2-11
DECEMBER 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent
"God With Us"
Matthew 1:18-25
DECEMBER 29
"Divinely Guided"
Matthew 2:13-23

He had a young man lie in a bath, with his hands tied behind his back
and created a sanded polyester resin figure that is more durable than
marble because it is completely non-porous. The result was a Christ
figure who was beardless, shaven-headed, with a towel around his waist.
The result was a modest, unassuming Christ, looking tiny and
vulnerable on the edge of his eight-meter plinth, in fact a Christ-figure
we are unused to seeing, neither a baby in his mother's arms nor a
torture victim on the cross, but an ordinary, apprehensive young man.
The very modesty of the statue's pose and scale gives it an extraordinary
power over its surroundings.
The statue was warmly received by Christians. Richard Chartres, the
Bishop of London, said he found it 'profoundly moving' and Vincent
Nichols, the Catholic Bishop of Westminster, found it 'humbling and
affecting'. The Queen's Chaplain wrote to Wallinger saying that he had
always had trouble imagining Christ as an ordinary man, and this was
an important step for his faith.
It is a reminder that at the heart of the message of Christmas is
the coming of God into the ordinary aspects of our humanity. ‘The
word became flesh and lived among us.’ Thanks be to God.
Dr. Ken Roxburgh
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching

Our journey to the Christ child is
guided by Isaiah 2:5, a reminder of the
calling of all God’s people that light has
overcome the world. We are called to
embrace and be the light of Christ. As a
people of faith, we too can be overcome
by the darkness of life. Injustice, hate,
racism, homophobia, and other “-isms”
that seek to divide seem ever present in
Artwork by Chris
our lives. Often these dark realities of
McClendon-Bennett
life can consume us. Yet as people of
faith, we are granted apromise. The Messiah comes as the light, and
the battle over darkness has been won. A promise that “the light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” The
path to the manger – our Advent journey – calls us out of the
darkness and into the light.

WEDNESDAY Evening
SCHEDULE
5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper
6:00 p.m. Prayer and Bible
Study in Drennen Hall

DECEMBER 4
Preaching in Scotland in the
20th Century
DECEMBER 11
Looking Ahead
DECEMBER 18
Church Christmas Party
DECEMBER 25
No Evening Activities

Rusty Bennett
Deacon Chair

Upcoming Events
12/1 Congregational Council Meeting - 12:30 pm, Rm
140 12/3 Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers
12/7 Gift Wrapping Fundraiser for Family Promise- 11 am to
7 pm at Brookwood Village
12/16 Deacons Meeting - 6 pm, Heritage Rm
12/17 Food Bank Client Breakfast
12/18 Church Christmas Party
12/24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 6 pm
12/24-25 ChristmasHolidays (Church Offices Closed)

December Birthdays
Jeff Prince 12/01
Annah Kelley 12/04
Chris Slay 12/04
Morgan Thomas 12/07
Faye Lambert 12/08

Peggy McKie 12/17
Lee Thomas 12/23
Jennifer Miles 12/24
Shirley Anderton 12/30
Leigh Slay 12/31

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.

Luke's Christmas Story
December 1: Gabriel and Mary
Luke 1:26-38
December 8: Mary and Elizabeth
Luke 1:39-56
December 15: The Birth of John
Luke 1:57-64, 67-80
December 22: The Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:1, 3-20
December 29: Simeon and Anna
Luke 2:25-40

