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"Building an Inclusive Community of Grace"

We are directed to look back to what has happened 
with the birth, life, ministry, crucifixion, death and 
resurrection of Jesus and to the future of his 
coming again to rule over the world that is His. 

But these texts also direct us to look at the “here 
and now” and to embrace our faith with a 
conviction, dedication and determination We 
recognize that in a very real way Christ, through 
His Spirit, has returned to affect our lives and the 
lives of those we encounter. Immanuel, “God with 
Us,” is more than words about a “babe in a 
manager.” It is about his presence with us and in 
us. 

Several of the scripture readings speak to 
being alert for the Lord’s return. Maybe, we 
ought to also read it as, “be alert,” “do not be 
surprised,” “do not be caught as in a trap,” by the 
presence and activity of Christ’s Spirit.  We 
should see this as an invitation to join in 
and experience anew the excitement and 
anticipation of Advent and Christmas.

Dr. Timothy L. Kelley           
Pastor for Congregational Care

#inclusivecommunity

Is there any time of year more exciting than Advent 
and Christmas? The excitement and wonder is greatly 
multiplied if you have little ones around, or even 
those individuals who hold on to their childlike 
wonder. Perhaps it would do us all well to recapture 
more of that wonder. 

The Christian Year begins Sunday, December 2, the 
first Sunday of Advent. Advent is a time of 
anticipation, remembering and celebrating. It is a 
time of great tension as we experience the “already” 
and anticipate the “not yet” that is promised. It is a 
time for spiritual renewal and of growing deeper and 
stronger in our faith. 

Celebrating Advent allows the prophetic texts and the 
Gospel accounts concerning the Messiah to guide our 
worship in these four Sundays before Christmas. Each 
week, we will light a candle: Hope, Light, Joy, and 
Peace, emphasizing  the theme of worship for each of 
those Sundays.  

Experiencing the fullness of Advent brings greater 
meaning to our faith journey and communicates the 
depth and power of God’s love to those close to us.  
Living the weeks of Advent with intentionality 
enhances this wonderful time and leads us to 
experience with greater joy, the presence of Christ in 
our individual lives and in the world around us.           

https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

Christmas and Advent Excitement 

Order your poinsettias today in honor and/or in 
memory of your friends and loved ones. 

$15 each  |  Deadline is 12/10
Contact the church office if interested.



Jeff Prince 12/01
Annah Kelley 12/04 

Chris Slay 12/04
Morgan Thomas 12/07

Faye Lambert 12/08
Adam Michelsen 12/11

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

Parables of Jesus

DECEMBER 5
Parables of Luke

DECEMBER 12
Parables of Luke

December 2: God's Deliverance             
Isaiah 51:1-8

December 9: A Righteous 
Branch             

Jeremiah 33:10-16

December 16: He Shall Feed 
His Flock      

Isaiah 40:1-11

December 23: In the Fullness of 
Time 

Galatians 4:1-7

December 30: God Has Spoken 
Hebrews 1

Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary

DECEMBER 2
First Sunday of Advent 

Jeremiah 33:14-16

DECEMBER 9       
Second Sunday of Advent 

Malachi 3:1-4

DECEMBER 16     
Third Sunday of Advent 

Zephaniah 3:14-20

DECEMBER 23     
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:2-5a & Luke 1:47-55

 DECEMBER 24 
Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service

DECEMBER 30
1 Samuel 2:18-20

Luke 2:41-52

Peggy McKie 12/17
Lee Thomas 12/23

Jennifer Miles 12/24
Shirley Anderton 12/30

Leigh Slay 12/31 

Upcoming Events
12/2  Congregational Council Meeting - 12:30 pm, Rm 140 
12/4  Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers
12/8  Gift Wrapping Fundraiser for Family Promise - 11 am  
          
12/16  Children & Youth Missions Project: Socks and  

12/17  Deacons Meeting - 6 pm, Heritage Rm              
12/18  Food Bank Client Breakfast
12/19  Church Christmas Party
12/24  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 6 pm 
12/24-25  Christmas Holidays (Church Offices Closed)  
12/31-1/5  Hosting Family Promise

Wednesday Night Menus
12/5     Sweet and Sour Chicken
12/12   Chili or Soup
12/19   Christmas Party
12/26   No Wednesday Evening Activities

December Birthdays

Advent Devotional Guide 2018
This year’s Advent devotional guide is divided into three parts each 
reflecting the thoughts, meditations, and prayers of our church 
family. Our journey to the Christ child is guided by Micah 6:8, a 
reminder of the calling of all God’s people to do justice, to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with God.

                      WEDNESDAY  Evening 
SCHEDULE  

DECEMBER 19
Church Christmas Party

 No Evening Activities

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

The Hope of Christmas

The Light of Advent
One of the things that I enjoy about Advent is the lighting of the 
Advent Candles each Sunday. It is more than a tradition. It is a 
statement of faith, love and hope. Each week as we light one more 
candle, they burn bright to witness to God's light that shines in all of 
our darkness, and we are reminded that this is not just a claim for today 
or even just for this season of Advent. Because of Jesus, these candles 
point to the nature of who God is and always has been. When the 
candles are extinguished, the lights put away, and the decorations 
stored until next year, this promise is indeed what we will need. The 
light will still shine into the darkness of our hearts and fill us with God’s 
love, joy, peace and hope. 

Dr. Ken Roxburgh 
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching

Missions Opportunity - Family Promise
Throughout the month of November, we have been talking about 
family. At the end of December, Southside will be hosting Family 
Promise. If you are interested in assisting us with this week long 
hosting event, please let us know. There are opportunities to 
interact with the families by providing meals, staying the night, or 
filling in gap times when the main host is not able to cover. Another 
opportunity related to Family Promise is the Gift Wrap at 
Brookwood Mall. Family Promise host congregations each share a 
day during the holiday to provide gift wrapping for mall shoppers. 
Southside will be responsible for gift wrapping during mall hours on 
Saturday, December 8th.

Chris Fisher 
Deacon Chair

DECEMBER 26

During this Advent and Christmas 
Season, we invite you to join us for 
worship, Bible study, prayer, and 
fellowship. Know you are always 
welcome at Southside and invited to 
visit and be a part of our growing 
family of faith. Find out more by 
visiting our website, also join our 
listserv and enjoy receiving the 
Advent Devotionals each day in your 
email inbox. (http://eepurl.com/
dOD0Vf)

to 8 pm at Brookwood Village

Hygiene Kits for Jimmie Hale Mission

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


