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Gift Wrapping Fundraiser  for 
Family Promise

Join us at Brookwood Mall on 
Saturday, December 9 from 

10am-9pm as we wrap presents to 
earn donations for Family Promise!

Contact the church office with questions or to 
sign up for a shift.

https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

Food Bank Breakfast

Tuesday, December 19 |  6am 
Gymnasium

Come serve biscuits and ham to 
our Food Bank clients and share 
the joy of the holidays through 

fellowship.
#inclusivecommunity

The Christian Year begins this Sunday, December 3, the 
first Sunday of Advent.  Advent is a time of anticipation, 
remembering and celebrating. It is a time of great tension 
as we experience the “already” and anticipate the “not yet” 
that is promised. It is a time for spiritual renewal and of 
growing deeper and stronger in one’s faith. Many Baptist 
churches, in recent years, began celebrating Advent 
allowing the prophetic texts and the Gospel accounts 
concerning the Messiah to guide the worship in these four 
Sundays before Christmas. 

That was not always the practice though. Many Baptists 
remember, as I do, that from Thanksgiving until Christmas 
Eve, the Sunday worship services were like most other 
Sundays with one exception: the mission offering emphasis 
for International (Foreign) Missions. However, 
living the weeks of Advent with intentionality enhances this 
wonderful time and leads one to experience with greater joy 
the presence of Christ in our individual lives and in the 
world around us. 

There are numerous opportunities through which the joy 
that this season embodies can permeate, nourish and 
deepen our personal and corporate response to all that 
Advent means.  In each of these services, the music, 
prayers, readings and sermon will complement each other 
providing the opportunity for the Spirit of Christ to lead us 
to deeper understanding of God’s love, mercy and grace 
and also nudge us to greater commitment.

The experience of worship and Bible Study nurtures the 
tender places of our soul, creating a thankful and gracious 
heart, and fostering a desire to engage in God’s work in our 
community and beyond. There are many ways to volunteer 

Family Promise Santa Claus

Help a family in need feel the true spirit of 
Christmas!

We'll be collecting gift cards (Walmart, 
Target, Visa prepaid, etc.) for Family Promise 

to facilitate gift giving between the parents 
and children of the families they host. 

*You can give your gift cards to your deacon or 
Sunday School teacher.

https://twitter.com/southsidebham #inclusivecommunity

your service in ministry efforts such as those here at 
Southside Baptist Church including: The Food Bank, 
Clothes Closet, Jesus Said "Feed the Hungry" (feeding the 
homeless), Bridge Ministries, gift wrapping on Saturday the 
9th and/or volunteering to help with Family Promise of 
Birmingham hosting. Of course, you can always make 
donations for these ministries or other ministries in our 
community and around the world. 

As you consider making a donation to international 
missions, look into the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
(www.cbf.net) Global Missions offering. One-hundred 
percent (100%) of the gifts you make to the Offering for 
Global Missions will be used to support the CBF field 
personnel serving around the world. This means that you 
will be a part of the efforts to create Beloved Community 
as these field personnel welcome people, care for refugees 
and bring hope by sharing and living out the Gospel.

I hope and pray that we all experience this Advent with a 
heightened and more joyous expectation of what God has 
done, is doing now and will be faithful to bring to 
completion in the future.

Blessings,

Advent 
Edition

Advent: Celebrating Hope, Peace, Love and Joy

http://www.cbf.net


Wednesday 
Evening 
Schedule

Jeff Prince   12/1
Annah Lauren Kelley  12/4
Chris Slay  12/4
Morgan Thomas  12/7
Faye Lambert  12/8

Peggy McKie  12/17
Lee Thomas  12/23
Jennifer Miles  12/24
Shirley Anderton  12/30
Leigh Slay  12/31

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

DECEMBER 6 
The Best of All 
Reformations

DECEMBER 13 
Advent Hope

Advent & Handel's 'Messiah'
When Handel’s "Messiah" was being performed in 1784, a 
series of sermons were being preached in St. Mary, 
Woolnorth, London. The minister was John Newton, author 
of the hymn "Amazing Grace." He spoke of how 
"conversation in almost every company, for some time past, has 
much turned upon Handel…." 

As crowds went to Westminster Abbey to hear the magnificent 
music, Newton preached a series of 50 sermons in 1784 and 
1785 to help people understand the scripture passages around 
which "Messiah" had based in music. 

On the first three Sundays of Advent we will explore three of 
these themes from Isaiah and Luke, along with selections from 
the oratorio. Why don’t you invite some of your family and friends to 
join us on one or more of these special Sundays.

Dr. Ken Roxburgh
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching 
205.933.8381
kbroxbur@samford.edu

Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in 

the Sanctuary

Advent: Peace 

DECEMBER 3 
1st Sunday of Advent 

"Waiting"
Isaiah 40:1-4

DECEMBER 10
2nd Sunday of Advent 

"Trusting"
Isaiah 40:6-11

DECEMBER 17
3rd Sunday of Advent

"Praising" 
Luke 2:8-14

DECEMBER 24
4th Sunday of Advent
"The Welcome of Worship"      

Luke 1:46-55

DECEMBER 31
"Joy of the Word"
Isaiah 61:10-62:3

Upcoming Events
12/1  World AIDS Day
12/3  First Sunday of Advent
12/7   Men's Lunch and Bible Study - 12pm in Rm 140
12/9   Family Promise Gift Wrapping - 8am-9pm at Brookwood Mall
12/10  Second Sunday of Advent
12/10  Farewell Reception for Ms. Peggy Gentry - 12:15pm in Dillard Lobby
12/17  Third Sunday of Advent - Worship through Music
12/18       Deacons Meeting - 6pm in the Heritage Room
12/19  Food Bank Christmas Breakfast - 6am in the Gymnasium   
12/20  Church-wide Christmas Party
12/21  Men's Lunch and Bible Study - 12pm in Rm 140
12/24  Fourth Sunday of Advent  |  Christmas Eve
12/25  Christmas Day                                                           
12/25-26  Church Office Closed for Christmas Holidays 

Wednesday Night Menus
12/6     Meatloaf
12/13   Beef Stew
12/20   Church-wide Christmas Party - Chicken and Dumplings
12/27   No Evening Activities

  December Birthdays

Choirmaster Notes
The Advent/Christmas season is always filled with the favorites, as 
well as  new, unfamiliar music of celebration and reverence. 
We have several lovely opportunities to share this glorious music 
together this year.

First, I would say a special word about the Sunday 
December 17 presentation of Camille Saint-Saens's "Christmas 
Oratorio" in the last half of our morning worship service. Our 
Southside Choristers will be joined by a string quartet and harp 
(along with organ, of course) in this truly beautiful piece.  Be sure to 
share this information with friends!

Second, on Sunday morning, December 24 (Christmas Eve day), 
we will feature a special piece written in collaboration 
with Ben Johnson, Henry Scott, and myself, a celebratory 
anthem titled "Christmas Sunday."  I hope you'll like it; we are 
trying to perform it around the state in order to promote 
charitable giving for feeding hungry children all over Alabama.

"Candles, torches, end the dark; Golden stars show all the way;
 The light of love in every heart, Shine on Christmas Sunday."

Peace, goodwill to all.     
 
Dr. Timothy P. Banks 
Choirmaster

Merry Christmas, SSBC!
As you gather gifts for friends and family, don't forget Southside Baptist! 
Our church gives us so much during the year, we should remember it as 
we show our holiday love and gratitude. Whether you prefer to give a tax-
deductible, year-end contribution or would like to offer your time or a few 
small, needed items, your gifts will be cherished and put to great use. 

Need some ideas? Try these:
- Gas gift cards
- Wal-Mart or Target gift cards
- A few hours of cleaning
- Wednesday night meal help

DECEMBER 20 
Christmas Party

DECEMBER 27
No Evening 
Activities 

- Volunteering with the Food
Bank or Clothes Closet
- Sanding and painting the
lobby entrance railing

The Offering for Global 
Missions (OGM) is the primary 
source of support ensuring the 
long-term presence of CBF 
field personnel around the 
world. When you give, you 
make the work of Global 
Missions possible and become 
an important part of God’s 
much larger plan. Learn more  
at www.cbf.net/give. 

Offering for Global Missions

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


