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"Building an Inclusive Community of Grace"

HAPPENING at Southside

You are invited to our church-wide
Christmas Party!
Wednesday, December 14th
5:30pm in Drennen Hall

Experience our Christmas Eve Service
and Candlelight Communion.
Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24th
5:00pm in the Sanctuary
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Advent, Christmas and Epiphany
Signs of the season are all around us, and what a
wonderful season it is. Our hearts warm in
anticipation of family gatherings and celebrations
with friends. I imagine that you, like me, find that
your calendar now contains numerous events for
which you are committed. Each year, I remind myself
to find a way to really experience, as best I can, the
days of Advent in meaningful ways; however, year
after year I find myself filling the days with tasks and
events that rout out my best intentions. The
celebration of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany
involves much more than the nativity of Jesus,
although, that is certainly central and foundational. It
involves the wonder and mystery of God’s activity in
caring for and nurturing his creation. This season
calls for us to consider all that God has done
throughout all time, what God is doing today, and
what God promises to accomplish in the future. This
season is a time to prepare our hearts and minds
through prayer, introspection, confession, and
thanksgiving. It is a time to decisively turn away from
the clutter and noise in our lives and pray for a
renewed spirit. To remove the obstacles that hinder
his coming in our life or that prevent us from seeing
God’s work around us and even in us. It is a time to

take to heart the words of the prophet Isaiah,
A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him,
by opening our lives to the love, power and grace of our
Lord.
We are asked time and again to view the past, present
and future through the lens of a merciful and loving
God who through the Incarnation became “God with
Us” and desires for everyone to experience fully the
transforming power of his presence. Yes, we are to
celebrate with thanksgiving the birth of Jesus the Christ
Child, his resurrected presence with us daily, and the
promise of his coming again.
This is indeed a wonderful, glorious and awe-filled
season.

Dr. Tim Kelley

Pastor for Congregational Ministries

205.933.8381
tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org
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Worship
Schedule
9:00 a.m. The Gathering in
Drennen Hall
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship in
the Sanctuary

DECEMBER 4

Second Sunday of Advent
Mighty God
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

DECEMBER 11
Third Sunday of Advent
Everlasting Father
Isaiah 35:1-10
Luke 1:46b-55
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

DECEMBER18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Prince of Peace
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Matthew 1:18-25

Radical Hospitality
A few excerpts from a Thanksgiving letter from Kristina Scott, Executive
Director of Alabama Possible.
This Thanksgiving feels different.
Instead of conversations about who is bringing what to their family
dinners, I am listening to my friends and colleagues talk about the
potential for difficult conversation around the family table.
That got me thinking about radical hospitality.
Alabama Possible's office is in Southside Baptist Church's ministry
building. One of the congregation's guiding principles is radical
hospitality, and it guides how we all co-exist together each day.
In the words of Henri J.M. Nouwen, radical hospitality is "primarily the
creation of a free space where a stranger can enter and become a
friend."
...
It is small things like Chuck saying "good morning!" in his musical
voice, Gerry welcoming our guests, or Cedric saying "there she is!" It is
Shannon ensuring that the trains run on time. It is Kevin, Ivan, and Will
making sure that we have clean bathrooms, empty trash cans, and an
operative HVAC (which can be a challenge in an 80-year old church).
And it is the incredible generosity of Pastor Tim and the congregation
in allowing us to make a corner of the second floor our home.
Nouwen also wrote that the purpose of hospitality is not to change
people, but to offer them space where change can take place. The
Southside Baptist family has created just such a space for Alabama
Possible's growth and transformation. ...

DECEMBER 25
Christmas Day
God with Us
Isaiah 9:2-7
Luke 2: 1-14

Order Your Poinsettias!
Orders for poinsettias are currently being received. Deadline for
your orders is Monday, December 12. Please complete the
order form below and indicate if it is being given "in honor of"
or "in memory of" a loved one. The poinsettias will be used to
decorate the Sanctuary on Christmas Eve and may be picked
up following the worship service. The cost of each poinsettia is
$15.00.
I would like to order ____ poinsettia(s) ($15.00 each)
Total Order $______
Given in honor of ____________________________________
Given in memory of __________________________________

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper
6:00 p.m. Prayer and Bible
Study in Drennen Hall

Given or purchased by _______________________________

Advent Devotional Guide
Some of our church family members have written devotionals to
accompany scripture for each day of Advent. If you haven't
picked one up at the church, you can download one at
southsidebirmingham.org/spiritual-growth/adventdevotional-guide. You can also sign up to receive the
devotionals in your email inbox every morning at eepurl.com/
cWj1c.

Upcoming Events
12/6 6:00pm - Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers
12/8 12:00pm - Men's Lunch and Bible Study
12/10 10:00am - Family Promise Gift Wrapping @ Brookwood Mall
12/14 5:30pm - Church-wide Christmas Party
12/23-24 Hosting Family Promise
12/24 5:00pm - Christmas Eve Service and Candlelight
Communion
12/24-25 Church Offices Closed for Christmas Holidays

December Birthdays

"Going clockwise that's our friends Cedric, Kevin, Ivan, Will, Chuck,
Stewart, Gerry, and Shannon. They make my life richer every single
day."

Wednesday
Evening
Schedule

Jeff Prince 12/1
Annah Lauren Kelley 12/4
Chris Slay 12/4
Morgan Thomas 12/7
Faye Lambert 12/8

Mark Grimmett 12/13
Lee Thomas 12/23
Jennifer Brown Miles 12/24
Shirley Anderton 12/30
Leigh Slay 12/31

DECEMBER 7
The Incarnation of Christ Part II

DECEMBER 14

Church-wide Christmas
Party

DECEMBER 21
No Wednesday Evening
Activities

DECEMBER 28
No Wednesday Evening
Activities

