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to check myself in giving consideration to the bigger 
picture of the whole neighborhood. This exercise 
reinforced in my mind something that I mention often: 
that a church in a community should reflect or show a 
strong similarity in its membership to the neighborhood 
in which it ministers. Diversity in race, gender, socio-
economic station, sexual orientation and age are all 
apparent in the 5-Pts Neighborhood and that diversity 
is evident in our church family as well. Diversity is an 
important characteristic of who Southside is but it is 
not the defining one.

That which makes us who we are is our belief, 
commitment and dedication to following the risen 
Christ, who by and through His love, mercy and grace 
redeems and makes us one. Yes, we are all different to 
some degree, but the tie of God’s love binds us 
together as brothers and sisters concerned and caring 
for one another. Therein one sees the beauty in 
diversity. 

Thanks be to God.

I was taking in the many various details in the community 
around our church building as I drove through the 
neighborhood, first up one street then down another. My 
curiosity was peaked by comments and conversations at 
several meetings where residents, business owners and 
church leaders were asked to express their opinions 
about several contributing factors to their overall level of 
satisfaction with the 5-Points Neighborhood. The 
meetings were in conjunction with efforts to produce a 
Master Plan for 5-Points which included gathering 
information from stakeholders. These comments 
prompted my excursion of intentional observation in the 
neighborhood. 

I was curious to see how much of what I heard was 
consistent with careful, deliberate observations on my 
part.  Admittedly, many of the comments I heard in the 
meetings affirmed what I already thought and felt about 
this neighborhood.  It is rich in history with buildings of 
individualized and beautifully-detailed architecture, 
especially those designed for worship. There is great 
diversity in the people who live, work, study,  worship, 
dine,  and find entertainment in the community and there 
is an ebb and flow of people in and out of the community 
on any given day. Most of what I heard in the meetings 
was positive but there were many legitimate issues 
raised. Some of the issues, though, appeared to be 
coming from a perspective that seemed to be short-
sighted of even self-serving  of the person raising the 
issue.  

Naturally, I was processing the information gleaned from 
the meetings as it related to our church family while trying 

Wednesday Nights at 
SSBC resume with a 

Church Business Meeting
August 2  |  5:30 pm |  Drennen 

Hall 
(It may not be the most fun of our  

Wednesday Night series but we'll be 
having Hamburgers and Hotdogs!)

https://twitter.com/southsidebham https://facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/

Join us for a special service as we welcome 
back Rev. Steve Jones and Rabbi Jonathan 
Miller as they discuss spiritual growth and 
lessons learned through the partnership of 

SSBC and Temple Emanu-El. We also 
welcome you to a time of fellowship after the 

service for a covered-dish luncheon. 

- Sunday, August 27 at 11am in the 
Sanctuary-

More info to come.

Jazz Vespers returns on August 13 at 
6:00pm in Drennen Hall 

with          
Cheryl Simonetti and the JV Band.    

FREE food, fun and fellowship. 
Donations welcome.

What are you looking for and what do you expect?

http://www.cbf.net


Wednesday 
Evening 
Schedule

Cameron Shepard  8/2 
Tracy Nicholson  8/6 
Cedric Williams 8/9            

Bonnie Lessman  8/9 
Dawn Kelley  8/11      
Michael Gill  8/17
Ivan Brooks  8/18 

Terri Staples  8/24 
Vanda Hicks  8/25    

Vic Nigri  8/28    
Patrick Murphy 8/28  
Brenda Tidwell  8/29 

Marilyn Shepard  8/31

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

AUGUST 2
Church Conference

AUGUST 9
Church Alive            

Acts 16

AUGUST 16
Church Alive            

Acts 17

AUGUST 23
Church Alive            

Acts 18

AUGUST 30
Church Alive            

Acts 19

Community Engagement
Another 5-Pts Neighborhood Association "Clean and Clear 5-
Pts" clean up day is in the books! This month, we cleared out the 
walking trails at Valley View Park at the top of 19th St. South. 
It was a sweltering day but we enjoyed the opportunity to meet 
new people and get our hands dirty ... very dirty.

Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in 

the Sanctuary

AUGUST 6 
"How Great Thou Art"     

Worship 

AUGUST 13
"Just as I am Without One Plea" 

Faith

AUGUST 20
"Meekness and Majesty"      

Love

AUGUST 27
"Spiritual Growth & Lessons 

Learned through Partnership"
Rev. Steve Jones and           
Rabbi Jonathan Miller

This go-round, we produced:
26 – Volunteers (5 member tree crew)
                         91 - Volunteer Hours
792 - Feet of trails cleaned & cleared
1232 - Pounds of trash and debris 

There will be another Clean and Clear 5-Pts event in the 
upcoming month so stay tuned for more details. With more 
college students back in town and new businesses opening, 
we'll want to make an extra effort to get out and meet our 
neighbors!

For more information on ways to get involved with the 5-
Pts Neighborhood Association, you can email Stephen Foster 
(sigcorps25@gmail.com) or contact the church office.

Agape in Action (A2)
A2 is a congregational/family ministry of the Deacons of Southside 
Baptist Church. Based in a firm belief that, “we love because he 
first loved us” (1 John 4:19), we share God’s love with current and 
future families related to our community of faith. Agape love is 
God’s love. It’s a love that is grace-filled, unconditional, unending, 
and permanent. It’s best represented through the life and 
resurrection of Christ and inspired by the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit.

God’s love and grace for us is life-changing and available to all. It 
takes courage to open the door to God’s grace, to believe you are 
loved and accepted by God. Each one of us practiced radical 
hospitality when we opened the door to God. “Jesus not only 
loved those no one else loved, but his grace extended to the 
unlovable, hidden parts of those who lived otherwise good and 
faith filled lives.” 

A2 is about sharing God’s love with those in our congregation, the 
people yet to come, and the wider community to which we are 
called to serve. A2 is our team approach to sharing the love of God 
that has so radically accepted and transformed us.

Our new deacons and those that have rotated back on have 
recently received their family assignments and will be reaching out 
to you to ensure they are supporting you in the ways you most 
need it. But we are all here together so Deacon or not, support 
and pray for your brothers and sisters in this family that is SSBC.

Upcoming Events
8/1    Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers - 6pm
8/2    Church-wide Business Conference - 6pm
8/3    Men's Lunch and Bible Study - 12pm
8/13  Reception for Sarah Buchanan - 12:05 pm
8/13  Jazz Vespers - 6pm
8/17  Men's Lunch and Bible Study - 12pm 
8/21  Deacon's Meeting - 6pm
8/27  Special service with Rev. Steve Jones and Rabbi Jonathan Miller at 
        

Wednesday Night Menus
8/2     Hamburgers and Hotdogs
8/9     Breakfast
8/16   Spaghetti
8/23   Meatloaf
8/30   Sandwiches

  August Birthdays

11am. Covered-dish luncheon to follow at 12:05pm.

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


