Southside Baptist Church
11th Ave. & 19th St. South
Birmingham, AL 35205

"Building an Inclusive Community of Grace"

HAPPENING at Southside

Palm Sunday
"Walking into Jerusalem"
April 14 | 11 am

Good Friday
"Walking Out of Jerusalem"
April 19 | 6 pm

Easter Sunday
"Walking to
Emmaus"
April 21 | 11 am
#inclusivecommunity

SOUTHSIDE COLUMNS
A Rich Tapestry of Ministry
Women from the "Committee of 100" gathered at
Southside Baptist Church a few weeks ago for their "Lunch
and Learn" meeting. The twenty-five ladies came primarily
to hear from leaders of two of the non-profits housed at
Southside Baptist: Family Promise and Maranathan
Academy, and to tour the space occupied by these nonprofits. It was my privilege to serve as host and to guide the
women on a tour of the building while sharing with them
some of Southside's history.
We began the tour in Dillard Lobby where we gathered in
front of the Centennial Tapestry displayed there. The
tapestry depicts the major historical events of Southside
Baptist Church's first 100 years in beautiful needle point
panels. Each time that I observe the beauty of the tapestry
appreciating the talent and dedication of those who
created it, I am reminded of the thousands of committed
individuals whose commitment and dedication to being
the "presence of Christ” gave reason to create each of the
needlepoint panels telling the story of Southside Baptist
Church. The church began with a small group of people
meeting in a home in late 1885 organizing later as a church
in early 1886. The beginning and the years of ministry to
follow occurred because a few people were committed to
following God's guidance, not for themselves, but for those
in the community who might come to know the love,
mercy, and saving grace of Jesus the Christ.
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addressing needs which could only be accomplished
through the power and presence of Christ’s Spirit.
Trusting in God, not in their own power, great
things were accomplished and the community of
believers increased in faith and knowledge as the
grace, mercy and love of God was experienced
personally. We have the same privilege and
opportunity everyday, so prayerfully listen for God
and be sensitive to the gentle nudges to step out in
faith and journey further from the security of
familiar places and experiences.
Let us be intentional in “Walking with God,”
journeying ever closer to Holy Week and Easter,
embracing the hope that is available to all through
Christ, and celebrating with all that “He is risen, He
is risen indeed!"
Dr. Timothy L. Kelley Pastor for
Congregational Ministries

I wonder what additional panels would be added if a
tapestry were created for the years since that Centennial
Celebration. Would it be evident that we have been
“Walking with God,” listening for the Lord’s guidance
and taking action to aid those crying out?
Reading through the details and description of the
tapestry panels, it is very clear that faithful members in
years past took steps in faith when nudged by the Spirit
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Worship
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in Drennen
Hall
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship i n the Sanctuary

APRIL 7
Psalms of Ascent
Community
Psalm 133

APRIL 14
Palm Sunday
Walking into Jerusalem

APRIL 19
Good Friday
Walking out of Jerusalem

APRIL 21
Easter Sunday
Walking to Emmaus

APRIL 28
Easter Faith I
Revelation 1:4-8

A Sense of Excitement

What’s in Your Koozie?

It was the summer of 1977, and Gwen and I were finishing off our study
at Theological College. It was also the silver jubilee of Queen Elizabeth
II, Sovereign of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland. We had been down at the River Thames for a celebratory
outdoor concert and fireworks, and after it finished we ran to get to
Whitehall to line the street for the Royal Horse Drawn Carriage to take
her back to Buckingham Palace. As she passed by, I am fairly convinced
she said to Prince Philip – ‘I think that is Ken Roxburgh over there with
his fiancé, Gwen Thompson.’ A Royal Procession!

As I walked through Five Points seeing the sea of green as people
swarmed to each side of the street, cabbage in hand, I knew the Irish
spirit was alive and well. Our truck was decorated with glittery, green
shamrocks and donned with a leprechaun hat. Each of us were draped
with green, glassy beads; now we were ready to play our part in the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade. Well, almost. A parade isn’t a parade unless you
have the coveted “give aways” …. and this year we would not disappoint!
For this year, we had boxes and boxes filled with hundreds of Koozies!!!!
But these were no regular Koozies, no way! These Koozies were special
as they proudly declared they were from Southside Baptist Church
stating our passion to “Build an Inclusive Community of Grace”. It was
the perfect sentiment for a church in the heart of the vibrant Five Points
community supporting the day in true St. Patrick-style!

We are drawing close to the holiest time of the year for Christians – Holy
Week. It begins with a Royal Procession on Palm Sunday. One that
first Palm Sunday, our Lord and Savior entered into Jerusalem,
riding on a donkey and the crowd were celebrating and crying out:
‘Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is
the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
It’s hard to try and imagine how Jerusalem was filled with and
electric anticipation on that first Palm Sunday. There was an
emotional vibe in the crowd as they waited and watched Jesus make his
way into Jerusalem. It was the day when travelers from all over were
coming into the city of Jerusalem for the festival of Passover. There
were probably loads of children running joyfully andchaotically all
around the streets. Families would have been busily making the correct
preparations for the Passover meal, securing the unblemished lamb for the
sacrifice and the dinner, collecting all the correct herbs and spices, filling
the carafes with the wine. Surely excitement was everywhere in the
crowds that day in Jerusalem as people got ready for the festival.
Why not join us on Palm Sunday and sense the excitement of that day
from so many years ago, and continue in our Lenten series of Walking
into Jerusalem. Come and worship the King on that special
Sunday.
Dr. Ken Roxburgh
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching

Upcoming Events
4/2 Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers
4/7 Congregational Council Meeting
4/7-4/13 Hosting Family Promise
4/14 Palm Sunday
4/14 Children and Youth Mission Project - Easter bags for Ronald
McDonald House
4/15 Deacons Meeting - 6 pm in the Heritage Room
4/18 Maundy Thursday Service - 5:30 pm in Memorial Chapel
4/19 Good Friday Service - 6 pm in the Sanctuary
4/21 Easter Sunday
4/24 Trustees Meeting - 4:00 pm in the Conference Room
4/24 Quarterly Church Conference - 6:15 pm in Drennen Hall

Wednesday Night Menus

4/3 Barbecue
4/10 Meatloaf

4/17 No Evening Activities
4/24 Spaghetti

Walking down 20th Street, we danced alongside the “Disco Amigos” – a
feat itself, since supposedly Baptists don’t dance…whatever! We filled the
outreached hands with our prize – the Koozie! Expressions of glee as
babies, parents, and students grabbed their Koozie, excited to have
something to keep their drink nice and cold. Several folks exclaimed, “I
love the Baptist church is passing out Koozies!” “What can I put in it?”
only for me to declare, “Whatever you want!”
The old-time stereotypes (and probably well deserved) are still alive –
Baptists don’t dance…don’t drink…don’t accept … we are actively
working to change this narrative assuring that everyone is welcome at
Southside. Today, more than ever, we need safe communities of faith
based not on the “do and don’t do checklist” which so often defines
religion, but the creation of Holy places to experience a relationship with
the living God. Places defined by humility, love, grace and forgiveness,
defined not as “perfect,” rather by imperfect people simply seeking to live
in relationship with a grace-filled God, offering love and hope to us all.
Our calling is clear, we are called to break-down the old stereotypical
narratives that only serve to isolate people. It’s time for a new narrative,
one based not on a checklist of “do nots” but of grace. Based not in hate,
but love. Based not in exclusion, but inclusion. Based not in division,
but unity. We are building such a place today at Southside, offering
everyone a place through which to journey and experience God’s
abundant grace. It’s a place where we actively seek to live out and
embrace God’s grace, but more importantly demonstrating that God’s
grace is inclusively attainable. The stone edifice of our Greco-Roman
building represents a safe place where regardless of where you are on
your spiritual walk, race, sexual orientation, income, or your desire to
dance…you are welcome. The reminder of the koozie – people still want
and need this message of God’s inclusive grace and love. Let’s ensure
that everyone’s koozie is filled with it!
Rusty Bennett

April Birthdays
Mitch Williams 4/1
Phil Standridge 4/5
Valerie Thomas 4/6
Beth Nigri 4/7
Sarah Jane Wood 4/11

Cleve Kinney 4/12
Foster Kinney 4/12
Nancy Cook 4/16
Hope Shen 4/16
Lura Huddleston 4/18

Merrie Ramp 4/18
W.D. Peeples 4/19
Richard Turner 4/19
Darlene Green 4/24
Wanda Banks 4/27

WEDNESDAY Evening
SCHEDULE

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper
6:00 p.m. Prayer and Bible
Study in Drennen Hall
APRIL 3
Paul's Letters I
APRIL 10
Paul's Letters II
APRIL 17
Holy Week
No Wednesday
Activities

APRIL 24
Church Conference
___________

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.

The Cross and the Resurrection
April 7 Sent to Serve
Mark 10:32-45
April 14 The King is Coming
Matthew 21:1-11
April 21 The Empty Tomb
Mark 16:1-8
April 28 Witness to the
Resurrection
Luke 24:36-53

