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"Building an Inclusive Community of Grace"

Rusty Bennett
Chair of Deacons 

#inclusivecommunity

is transformative. I believe transformation starts with an 
openness to listen and to learn. A willingness to open 
ourselves to another’s personal story, even when the 
story is different or threatening to our own. The 
openness of the heart allows the Spirit to teach us new 
things, to challenge our beliefs, our understandings, 
and be made anew in the image of God. 

Most importantly, may these stories lead us to action. 
Central to lives of faith is seeking true justice - actions 
that demonstrate Christ within us and seek to transform 
the world around us. Great leaders of faith have seen 
and continue to see social inequities as places for 
active transformation. Let’s learn from them. As a 
community of faith, let’s seek to be the active presence 
of Christ in this place and beyond. Asking ourselves, 
did we feed the hungry, did we house the homeless, 
did we protect the children, did we right an injustice, 
did I speak to correct a wrong?... to address it all we 
must be transformed not only individually, but 
corporately as well.  

This month through Wednesday night study, worship, 
and homilies, we will seek to confront the social 
inequalities of our world. We will journey together, 
seeking to answer the call to be the catalyst of 
transformation. Creating a space where all are 
welcome, where diversity is embraced, and our actions 
lead others to be transformed by a loving, unifying God. 

A Call to Justice & Our Transformation
Ours is a journey of inclusion. I’ve heard the church 
described as an experiment in unity among a great 
diversity of people. A calling to be different is at the 
heart of who we are especially when we consider the 
common divides - race, economics, sexual orientation, 
gender, culture, ethnicity - the list goes which threaten 
the unity in the Spirit. As a church, we are intentionally 
choosing a harder path. A path of transformation, 
guided by the Spirit, moving us from diversity into 
unity. 

In our faith journey we are brothers and sisters - 
regardless of how the world defines us. We are a 
family of God called toward a journey of 
transformation, real change, through a relationship 
with a loving, living God. 

The journey of faith is profound, life changing, and 
quite frankly unknown. No one journey is the same, as 
no one person is the same. It also is not a journey to 
achieve perfection, as is often defined in common 
culture. A life with no wrong. A sanitized life where we 
ignore the everyday realities of living in this world and 
the harsh inequities that exist. Realities that seek to 
divide us along the lines of race, economics, gender, 
sexual orientation - and I could go on.  The danger 
comes when we solely blame the individual, as if 
individual choice is the only deciding factor in a sea of 
systemic social, political, and economic inequalities. 

This month as we explore a Christian response to the 
social inequities coloring our lives, I pray your journey

Check out a few of 
our parade riders!

(not everyone is pictured)
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Join us throughout the month for various studies and 
events related to our Social Justice theme.

The UNC Chapel Hill 
Alternative Spring 

Breakers left us a special 
note of gratitude.

http://www.cbf.net


Wednesday 
Evening 
Schedule

Eastertide
Easter doesn’t just last for one Sunday. Following Easter Sunday, we 
don’t speak about the Sundays after Easter, but the Sundays of 
Easter. During these Sunday, we continue to gather and to hear the 
gospel, to encounter the Risen Lord, to sing alleluias and give thanks. 
After forty days of Lent, we need these several Sunday of Easter to  
rejoice in the Lord!

On five of the Sundays of Easter we will explore the First Letter of John, 
probably written by the Apostle John or one of his associates, reflecting 
on many of the themes which he heard Jesus speak about during his 
life. We will explore the call to discipleship, the theme of Christian hope, 
and the good news of God’s love meeting us in our need of 
forgiveness. On three of these Sundays, students from my Biblical 
Perspective course will join us at Southside. Try not to be a CEO 
(coming to church on Christmas, Easter and one other Sunday) but 
rather join your friends at Southside on a regular journey of faith, as we 
meet together to worship the Lord and try to live our lives according to 
his word.

Worship 
Schedule

9:00 a.m. The Gathering in 
Drennen Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday    School
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in 

the Sanctuary

Upcoming Events
4/1     Easter Sunday: Casserole Bake-Off and Joint Sunday 

School
4/2

4/3    

UAB Student Recital - 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary     

Birmingham Area Sacred Harp Singers
4/4     Equal Pay Day

  April Birthdays

The Organ: Classes of Pipes
There are two distinct classes of organ pipes:  Flue and Reed.  
The tone of a flue pipe is produced by a vibrating column of air 
in the pipe.  The length of the pipe determines it’s pitch.  Flue 
pipes are tuned by lengthening or shortening the pipe.  This is 
done by means of a sliding sleeve on top of the pipe on an open 
pipe and by moving the stopper up or down on stopped pipes.

Reed pipes use a reed called a beating reed.  The tongue (reed) 
rests on a shallot (brass tube) that is open to the resonator 
(pipe).  The tongue vibrates setting up vibrations in the air 
column in the resonator.  There are two ways to tune a 
reed pipe: One, by lengthening or shortening the resonator at 
it’s upper end, and two, by adjusting the tuning wire that 
controls the vibrating length of the tongue.

Sarah Heaslett
Director of Music/Organist

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer and Bible 

Study in Drennen Hall

APRIL 4
Isaiah of the Exile - Lost 

Covenant

       APRIL 11
Isaiah and Hope

APRIL 18
Isaiah and a New 

Future

APRIL 25
Quarterly Business 

Meeting

Dr. Ken Roxburgh 
Pastor for Preaching and Teaching

Words to Live By 
It was the last meal the disciples would share with Jesus before his 
crucifixion, death, burial and resurrection. Gathered together in the 
Upper Room and after sharing the meal, Jesus washed the Disciples 
feet, a true demonstration of a servant heart, and afterward said to 
them, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  
Just as I have loved you, you should love one another.” (Jn 13:34)  
Forty days following the Resurrection and after appearing to his 
disciples and to large gatherings of people on numerous occasions, 
Jesus ascended into the heavens. But before he ascended, he gave 
them these instructions, “There go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. (Matt 
28: 19-20)

These instructions in concert with all that Jesus did with and for the 
disciples provides the commission to carry on. In reality, these 
words spoken to Jesus’ closest followers are words for us today and 
for all believers for all times.  

What do these words mean to you?  Do they shape the manner in 
which you live your life in relationship to your neighbors and with God? 
Do these words compel you to move outside your comfort zone and 
consider thoughts, feelings and views that differ from your own? Over 
the next month we will focus on the subject of social justice by hearing 
what the Bible teaches, and how Jesus through his relationships and 
actions created a place for everyone at the table. Hopefully, our 
discussions will help each person follow these teachings of Jesus 
more faithfully as we all journey together.
Dr. Tim Kelley
Pastor for Congregational Ministries

APRIL 8
1 John 1:1-2:2 
Light and Love

APRIL 15
1 John 2

A Life of Love

APRIL 22
1 John 3

Hope and Holiness

APRIL 29
1 John 4

Extravagant Grace 
Phil Standridge  4/5
Valerie Thomas  4/6
Beth Nigri  4/7
Sarah Jane Wood  4/11
Cleve Kinney  4/12
Foster Kinney  4/12
Nancy Cook  4/16

Merrie Ramp  4/18
Lura Huddleston  4/18
W.D. Peeples  4/19
Richard Turner  4/19
Darlene Green  4/24
Wanda Banks  4/27

4/16   Deacons Meeting
4/21   Gumbo Gala at Sloss Furnaces 
4/22   Earth Day
4/21-23   Global Youth Service Days 
4/25   Quarterly Business Conference 
4/27   GLSEN Day of Silence

Wednesday Night Menus
4/4    Chicken Casserole
4/11  Baked Potatoes
4/18  BLT Sandwiches
4/26  Meatloaf

For behold, the winter is past; the rain is 
over and gone. The flowers appear on the 

earth, the time of singing has come, and the 
voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.                   

Song of Solomon 2:11-12

https://www.facebook.com/SouthsideBaptistChurch/
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c
http://eepurl.com/cWj1c

	Young Adult Sunday School: 


