
 
 

“Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.”  
Isaiah 2:5 
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Welcome to Our Daily Advent Devotional Guide 
  

“Let us walk in the light of the Lord,” Isaiah 2:5 
  

Advent is a season of preparation and expectant waiting to celebrate the Nativity of Christ and 
ponder Christ’s promised return. Preparing and celebrating Advent is not so much about all the 
trappings that accompany this time of year. It is equally, if not more, about our prayer, 
reflection, and contemplation, readying our hearts, souls, and minds to fully experience Advent, 
Christmas, and Epiphany. 
  
This devotional guide is a tool to aid you in your preparation for this season through the 
insightful and inspirational devotions written by members and friends of our church family. The 
daily discipline of reading, reflecting, and praying will enrich this Advent season for you and your 
family of faith. I encourage you to prayerfully walk into and through this Advent with your eyes 
focused and your heart, soul, and mind attuned to all that the Spirit of Christ is illuminating. 
  
In John 8:12, Jesus says, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life.” I believe we all need to hear these words and allow the 
radiant light of Christ to permeate our hearts and minds, experiencing the excitement created by 
God’s activity in the world as we share this Advent. Yes, we are still dealing with COVID and the 
many ways it has altered our lives. There is no way to minimize the effects of the pandemic on 
our lives over the last two and ¾ years. However, it has not diminished the hope and assurance 
through Christ our Lord. We have that wonderful reality to hold and share. 
  
What do you hope to see in Advent this year? 
  
Are you willing to walk in the light of the Lord and respond to what the light of the Lord reveals? 
  
The opportunities of this Advent await, and I wonder what we will do with them. 
 
Tim Kelley 
tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org 
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Sunday, November 27, 2022 
 
Isaiah 2:1-3 NRSV In days to come the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 
Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For 
out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 
Isaiah describes a dazzling scene: the mountain of God established high above the hills…higher 
than all other mountains, a symbol of grandeur and strength. This stronghold is the desire of the 
nations, a place in which all people might enter and learn the ways of God. The light of God 
pervades this place, dispelling all shade and darkness. Those that go up to the mountain come 
from various contexts, yet all seek to experience the presence of God and be a part of God’s 
movement in the world. This is the place where God enacts justice, serving as arbiter for all 
peoples. On the mountain of God, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords in all glory and splendor is 
on display for the world to see. The One who is perfect in power is revealed by choosing to dwell 
with us. Make haste, let us ascend this mountain together! And yet, when the people arrive and 
encounter God, something unexpected happens. 
 
As I reflect on this passage, I am reminded of how often I find myself in a similar position to the 
people in this narrative. I carry preconceived ideas about how and where God works in the world. 
This is not necessarily problematic in and of itself, but these perceptions inadvertently place 
boundaries around God’s activity. Images of God as Sovereign Lord or Conquering King tend to 
project a God that wields power in such a way that overwhelms, dominates, or coerces the 
opposition into submission. This imagery appears throughout various portions of the Bible, 
seemingly encouraging the people of Israel (and thus Christians) to take a tribalistic, nationalistic 
position in their posture toward other nations. To prooftext the apostle Paul, “If God is for us, 
who can be against us” (Rom. 8:31 NIV). Not only that, but later in Isaiah the prophet proclaims, 
“No weapon formed against you shall prosper and every tongue which rises against you in 
judgement you shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their 
righteousness is from me…” (Isaiah 56:17 KJV). 
 
I have found that my alignment with God often has more to do with God’s power and protection 
trickling down for my own benefit than it does with actually being interested in experiencing the 
presence of God or being transformed in such a way that might require me to change. My 
alignment with God can quickly shift to pride that I am on the right side of history or that, as a 
follower of a particular strand of Christianity, I am fighting the good fight. I can then justify my 
own actions of domination or coercion as righteous because God is on my side! It is by this logic 
that all sorts of evils have occurred throughout history, including the Crusades, the Holocaust, 
the trans-Atlantic slave trade, and the numerous ways in which white supremacy continues to 
ravage the world. As I write this, results continue to come in regarding the 2022 midterms, an 



election cycle that has demonstrated the pervasive influence of White Christian Nationalism in 
America. No matter how sincere or fervent we might be in our desire to team up with God, it is 
incredibly difficult to relinquish our tendency toward self-centrism and prioritize the well-being 
of those outside our group. This is the foundation of much of the violence and turmoil in our 
world today. And yet what I think is so profound about this passage, and what I believe cuts 
through the chaos of our present moment, is what we see in Verse 4. "…they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nations shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the 
light of the LORD!" (Isaiah 2:4-5) 
 
Isaiah describes that when the peoples of the world arrive at the mountain and experience the 
presence of the Almighty, their preconceived notions of God and their assumptions about how 
God works in the world are turned upside down. The mountain of God, a stronghold that is 
assumed to be the seat of unmatched power calls for something radically different. For those 
that seek to participate in God’s movement in the world, transformation is required. Instead of 
enlisting in the service of God’s army in which weapons of war are used to forcibly bring about 
the kingdom of God, we see those that encounter the presence of God turn their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks…from death-dealing forces to tools that bring 
life and wholeness. As the people ascend the mountain of God in hopes of learning what it 
means to walk the path toward God, they find that war, violence, and domination are 
antithetical to the nature of God, and that to walk in the light, they must relinquish the tribalistic 
and nationalistic ideologies that cause harm. 
 
At Southside Baptist Church we strive to walk in the light and build an inclusive community of 
grace. During this Advent season it is my hope that we commit to ascending the mountain of 
God together, trusting that when we do, we will encounter God in such a way that we are 
transformed more and more into the likeness of Jesus, the incarnate God that chooses to dwell 
with us. It is this Jesus, the Prince of Peace that challenges our expectations of how and where 
God is at work in the world. And it is this Jesus, Emmanuel, that draws near and calls us to follow 
his way. 
 
Ethan Asters 
ethanasters@gmail.com 
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Monday, November 28, 2022 

 

Psalm 90:17  
May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; 
   establish the work of our hands for us— 
    yes, establish the work of our hands. 
 
When I read this verse above which was prescribed for today, I reflected on walking in the light 
of the Lord— doing those things that show God’s love. As we await the birth of Jesus through the 
season of Advent, we reflect on what it means to be a follower of Christ. Are we living exemplary 
lives? Are we following Isaiah’s words “… let us walk in the light of the Lord”? 
 
Social justice has been an important part of our culture in effecting change when our systems 
have failed those in need. Becoming a voice for those without one and speaking out for them is 
one of those exemplary behaviors we should strive to exhibit in walking in this light. It is a truly 
selfless act to champion the cause of another person when you yourself have nothing to gain. It 
is a Christ-like action that we are to emulate. 
 
There are so many ways to get involved with social justice initiatives and walk in the light — 
through our churches, our communities, our civic groups — that doing these “good works” 
hardly takes much effort on our parts. I encourage you to find a way to get involved in helping 
those who truly need a voice this Advent season. 
 
Being a servant of the downtrodden, the poor, the homeless, the orphan, is what we are 
instructed to do. It is the work of our hands that God has established. May He find us favorable. 
 
Dear God, 
Help me to be a better servant, to use my hands for your good works. Help me prepare my heart 
and spirit for the return of your Son and continue to walk in your light. 
Amen. 
 
Annah Lauren Kelley 
annahlauren@gmail.com 
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Tuesday, November 29, 2022 

 

Psalm 124:8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. (NIV) 
 
God’s strong name is our help, the same God who made heaven and earth. (MSG) 
 
The prophet Isaiah invites us to “Come, let’s walk in the light”. The reality of this invitation, however, 
acknowledges our walk toward the light includes a walk through the darkness. The Psalmist reflects this 
well. I can see throughout my struggles and times of isolation, when my life feels more like I’m tubing 
through “wild, raging water”. I feel tossed around, beaten up, tired, and alone. Honestly, I struggle to find 
God much less accept God is available to help me. I feel depleted and hungry for comfort and love. How 
through hours of prayer, Bible study, and even worship, do I find myself so depleted? 
 
As I close my eyes, I am sitting next to a brook, its smooth flow, its soft babble draws to me to sit on its 
banks. The green grass of the crisp Spring Day lures me into its sweet song, calming my soul. As I sit, I 
notice a little ways upstream a few of the stones in the brook have collected branches and debris creating 
a natural dam restricting the flow. “Oh, what a shame!” I quickly move upstream and slowly one by one I 
remove the sticks and branches. I clear what seems likes years of leaves which have flowed through the 
brook and collected in the makeshift dam’s fingers. As I pause to admire the brook looking downstream, 
the once slowly soothing brook has expanded. The water twists and turns around me quickly rising to 
meet my knees. The once inviting bank which offered a refuge and respite on the clear day, I can no 
longer find long swept away by the rising water. With slight panic as the water continues to rise, I look 
down at the branches, twigs, and muck in my hands. Clutching them tightly as a life preserver hoping they 
still have the bouncy to allow me to float downstream. Even as my anxiety rises a sudden thought occurs, 
put the sticks back! Yes! Going to work I fight against the flow, yet the boulders lend their aid. With each 
new stick, a branch here and there, and a little of muck, the water slows, and the smooth brook 
reemerges. 
 
Oh, how I love my sticks. I like to hold on to my sticks. You know those sticks. The ones that make you feel 
in control and give you comfort. The ones you really don’t want to remove because somehow, they seem 
to define you. In themselves, those sticks are not bad or good, they simply are the everyday things we 
pick-up and hold in daily life. But sometimes, often times, we try to carry too much in the midst of all the 
parts of life. When we do, there is a soothing calming brook whose babbling song draws us in. It’s 
whisper, “Throw your stick downstream. Watch it float away and sit awhile.” 
 
The walk toward the light of God, where our help always comes from, often is enlightened in the simplest 
of places like the bank of the babbling brook. God, as we walk toward Bethlehem, let us the throw away 
the sticks which we desperately cling embracing the loving invitation of help and strength you offer. 
Amen 
 
Rusty Bennett 
rusty@collaborative-solutions.net 
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Wednesday, November 30, 2022 

 

Isaiah 54:9-10 “Though the mountains be shaken, and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love 
for you will never be shaken or my covenant of peace be removed,” says the Lord who has 
compassion on you. 
 
My father died in 1992 at the age of 76. He had a fall and broke several ribs and was 
hospitalized. When he developed pneumonia (which has been called “the friend of the elderly”), 
my mother told the doctor Heaven was better than a ventilator. He died in two days. 
 
He was born in 1916 in Sylacauga, Alabama. He went to Lanier High School and graduated from 
Auburn as an engineer. He got a job in Mobile and boarded with a family who attended Dauphin 
Way Baptist Church, which my mother also attended. 
 
When she “set eyes on him” she said it was “love at first sight.” They married at DWBC. He had a 
job with a heating, air conditioning and sheet metal firm where he eventually was the President 
and owner. He was in the reserves, and after Pearl Harbor he was on active duty. 
 
He was needed “state side” to build army bases. He never left the states during WWII, although 
that was never a certainty. He never spent a night away from my mother until she was 
hospitalized when my sister was born. Other than the challenges of raising two girls, he lived a 
charmed life. 
 
But he had Alzheimer’s disease. He died March 7. Ironically that was my sister’s birthday, and I 
was born on my mother’s birthday. Since I turned 70 this year, 76 is not too far away. My mother 
lived to be 99, dying right before COVID was rampant. She would have hated isolation! There are 
many ways I’m more like my father than my mother. One way could be dementia in my future. I 
have a wonderful daughter. I’ve heard it said, “Be good to your kids, they pick your nursing 
home!” But I also know the Lord will be with me. 
 
Thank you, Lord for your care for all of us. Amen 
 
Darlene Green 
Darleengreen52@hotmail.com 
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Thursday, December 1, 2022 

 

Acts 1:14 14  They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
 
If you start with verse 12 you miss a lot in Acts 1. It is more than choosing a replacement for 
Judas. Verses 1-3 address Jesus’ crucifixion, death, and resurrection. Verses 6-11 address the 
ascension of Jesus. 
 
The disciples had walked with Jesus. He was more than a Rabbi; he was their friend. They heard 
his teachings, saw him heal the sick and fight for those on the margins. They saw him tortured, 
crucified, and resurrected. Yet, before his ascension they kept asking Jesus, “Lord, has the time 
come for you to free Israel and restore the kingdom”. Their mind was still on an earthly 
revolution. Before he goes, Jesus gives them their marching orders. “You will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes upon you”. Then he is gone. I cannot imagine the confusion, the 
emotions and grief. 
 
Jesus was lynched on a cross by empire for challenging religious and political systems. He loved 
those on the margins, and it got him killed. No one gets a pass in this life. We experience loss. 
The loss of a loved one, a relationship, a job, our health. We still must find the strength to press 
on. Where did the disciples find that strength? They found it being with each other, in 
community. They found it in prayer. It wasn’t a one-time prayer but a “constant unity in prayer”.  
 
We need prayer and community in our divided world. We need to see Christ in our neighbor. 
Especially those that we don’t like. Those that push our buttons. Those that have a different 
world view. Father Richard Rohr says,” it comes down to distinguishing between Jesus and 
Christ. Christ is not Jesus’ last name, as a lot of us think. But Christ is a title revealing universal 
truth. He revealed the Christ. He became the Christ. But he was, first of all Jesus. Jesus is the 
personal relational manifestation of the mystery. And Christ is the global universal.” (“The 
Cosmic We,” Season 3, Episode 3 - https://bit.ly/3AADPbX). 

 
In this season of Advent may we take a moment to see Christ in our neighbor. If we do, we will 
really “walk in the light of the Lord.” 
 
Lord, help us see you in others. Amen 
 
Jeff Prince 
Jeff.prince@gmail.com 
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Friday, December 2, 2022 

 

Psalm 89:15 Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, Oh Lord, in the 
light of Thy countenance. 
 
This question came to me as I searched for a way to address the theme of walking in the light for 
an Advent Devotional this year. I thought, “How can a weary world beset with so much 
divisiveness and open strife all around us, find a way to rejoice during this Advent season?” 
 
We may all be entering this season weary from this year or the past few years. Maybe you or 
those around you are grieving a loss, in the aftermath of personal, national or even international 
tragedies, as well as the uncertainty of our lingering pandemic. We all may be experiencing a 
wide range of emotions heading into this time of year, from anxiety to a sense of excitement or 
joy. 
 
Regardless of where we may be in our journey, Advent provides us all with an opportunity to re-
examine the life of Christ; why He came and how He loves us. Unless we truly see and 
understand who He really is, the weariness of the world can easily overwhelm us, and we can 
feel hopeless. 
 
Look reverently at who the Savior is this season and restore your hope and belief, by always 
walking in His light. 
 
Lord, give us peace and hope this season as we understand and discover the joy of walking in 
Your light. Amen. 
 
Jerry Huie 
ghuie@charter.net 
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Saturday, December 3, 2022 

 

Have you ever had a passage assigned to you and feel it will brighten your life and lift you up to 
the glory of God. We have had a tiring and stressful couple of years and this Psalm’s passages 
can uplift us to what beauty the coming year can give us. 
 
Psalm 72:1-5 “He will judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones with justice, He will 
defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; he will crush the 
oppressor. He will endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, through all generations.” 
 
Do you turn off the TV once you hear what the weather will be? 
 
Are you tired of the Covid tallies? 
 
Homicides since the day before? 
 
Politicians around the world saying they and only they have the solution to all the world’s 
problems. 
 
Lately if the news is not bad, they do not tell you about it. 
 
Psalm 72:18-19 “Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds. 
Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory.” 
 
Do we start our day with praying for the world around us? Are we in a hurry, overslept; then we 
can end our day praying for the world. Do you question about praying for the “world”? Sure, we 
can pick specific individuals but why not the whole world? 
 
Backing up one Psalm to Psalm 71:18-19 “Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O 
God, till I declare your power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come. Your 
righteous reaches to the skies, O God, you who have done great things. Who, O God, is like 
you?” 
 
Oh God, we raise our prayers to you for all those hurt, in pain, hungry, cold around the world. We 
especially pray for those we know by name, but let us not forget those You know by name, and 
we do not. 
 
Brenda Tidwell 
bt1102@aol.com 

mailto:bt1102@aol.com


Sunday, December 4, 2022 

 

Matthew 3:1-10 NRSV In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight…'" Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham 
as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  
 
The season of Advent is often described as the time in which the people of God anxiously await 
God’s arrival in the world. In the incarnation of God in the person of Jesus of Nazareth God 
chooses to dwell with us, yet this revelation does not necessarily come quickly. In fact, there are 
a few hundred years between the Old Testament writings and Gospels. It is from this 
silence…this perceived absence that the weary world rejoices when Christ is born. This reminds 
us that the season of Advent also represents the liminal space in which expectations have yet to 
be realized and hope hangs by a thread. For many of us, waiting can be dreadful and result in 
significant stress or anxiety. In some cases, waiting can even devolve to the point of paralysis in 
which we are unable to function. But more often than not, waiting threatens to transform us 
into spectators in our own life. Instead of being present to the tension and dissonance of 
waiting, we decompartmentalize, detach, or distract ourselves hoping that in doing so, we might 
alleviate our pain…or at least expedite the process. 
 
This form of coping is not simply an individual issue, but something we see collectively in our 
society, particularly in the American Church. This type of response to waiting has resulted in 
harmful ideologies that explain away evil and suffering, diminish the sacredness of the body, and 
neglect our responsibility to care for creation and one another. It considers the present moment 
to be insignificant or merely a vehicle by which we punch our ticket to eternity with God. And if 
Jesus promised to return one day and make all things right, why would we distract ourselves 
with the things of this world… why fixate on the waiting? I believe the answer is in the word and 
witness of John the Baptist. 
 
The words of John the Baptist in Matthew 3 are an invitation to all those who seek to follow the 
way of Jesus. The call to repent has much less to do with believing something about God than it 
does with actively choosing to participate with God in the manifestation of God’s kingdom in the 
world. John the Baptist, fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah calls us to prepare the way for God’s 



arrival… to clear a path by which the transformative presence of God might be experienced by all 
those we meet. The text doesn’t stop there, but prophetically challenges those indifferent to 
participating with God in the process. John the Baptist makes it clear it is not our doctrine, 
church membership, voter registration, or family history that bring us into partnership with God, 
but the fruit we bear. Jesus addresses this further in Luke 6 with: 
No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit; for each tree is known by 
its own fruit. For people do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a bramble 
bush. The good person out of the good treasure of the heart produces good, and the evil person 
out of evil treasure produces evil, for it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth 
speaks. Luke 6:43-45 NRSV 
 
If we are honest, much of our lives are spent in postures of waiting. This passage challenges us to 
do our part in bringing about the kingdom of God while we anxiously await the culmination of 
God’s mission in the world. Instead of removing ourselves from the fray, God invites us to 
actively participate and bear fruit that brings healing and wholeness. This is what it means to 
walk in the light of the Lord. In our waiting, let us prepare the way of the Lord! 
 
Ethan Asters 
ethanasters@gmail.com 
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Monday, December 5, 2022 
 
Luke 2:30-32. (The Message) With my own eyes I’ve seen your salvation; it’s now out in the open 
for everyone to see; A God-revealing light to the non-Jewish nations, and of glory for your 
people Israel. 
 
Upon hearing the theme for this Advent season, I immediately thoughts of a few scripture verses 
I had memorized growing up in church. Among them were Psalm 119:105, Psalm 27:1, Matthew 
5:14-16 and John 8:12. I must confess that I had to search to locate the exact passages, but in 
doing this research I became more aware of how often “light” is used to refer to the Lord. As a 
youngster reciting the verses, I often envisioned those prints of God or Jesus depicted in an often 
brilliant light that I saw in literature and in places throughout the church. As an adult, I came to 
realize that such an image is exactly what is meant by these references. In some versions or 
translations of the Bible, the word “light” is even capitalized to show that God or Jesus is 
equivalent to Light. 
 
In the passage above Simeon, a devout man of God who had lived his life in anticipation of the 
promised Messiah is able to hold the Christ Child and bless Him -- a promise made to him by the 
Holy Spirit. He also compares Jesus as God’s son to be a light to the entire world, not just the 
Jewish nation. This is the Light that came to save a dark and lost world. It is the light that 
becomes a lamp to our paths as we need direction or when we stray. I found the following that I 
once created to illustrate how God is Light. 
 
L-God is Loving 
I-God is Immortal 
G- God is Gracious 
H- God is Holy 
T-God is Trustworthy 
 
As followers of Christ, we must always remember we have the light of life. We also should heed 
the words of Paul to the Ephesians when he reminded them as children of light they should seek 
goodness, righteousness and truth at every opportunity. 
 
Gracious Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son as a light to a dark world. May 
we strive daily to follow His example. Amen 
 
Paul Huie 
Huiepaul882@gmail.com 
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Tuesday, December 6, 2022 

Luke 18:7-8 7  Now, will God not judge in favor of his own people who cry to him day and night for help? 
Will he be slow to help them?  8  I tell you, he will judge in their favor and do it quickly. But will the Son of 
Man find faith on earth when he comes?” 
 
Several years ago, we came home from vacation to find robbers in our home which turned into a very bad 
experience. A few months after that happened, I was reading my youngest sons their bedtime story and 
praying with them. 
 
I decided it was a teachable moment, so I decided to pray and ask God to forgive the robbers. My 
youngest interrupted me and said he didn’t want to pray for them. Nothing like the honesty of a child. 
Sometimes, I wonder if he could also sense my own reluctance to offer that prayer. 
 
What is justice? And how does it come quickly when you pray for it? Receiving quick justice from God 
almost seems like a gift. Like a wonderful outpouring of His love for us. And love is not what I think of 
when I think of justice. 
 
Could it be that we don’t know what justice really is? A lot of times for me, justice is synonymous with 
revenge. The only way to achieve justice is to get even. Maybe that’s why God’s justice seems so slow, 
because His thoughts are not our thoughts, and His ways are not our ways. 
 
I wonder if justice comes from walking in the light of the Lord. Maybe by walking in God’s light, we can be 
led to a new way of looking at our individual as well as our collective situations. 
 
Does God lead us to justice by giving us the ability to forgive and be reconciled? Is this something we all 
need to do in order to have justice? 
 
Is the achieving of justice the knowledge that God is handling our hurt and anger? That God is working 
out our grief and despair? That God is helping us let go and move forward? 
 
I think achieving justice, may require more from us than we are willing to give. Because it involves our 
active participation in this idea of justice. It involves us loving more than hating and trusting God more 
than ourselves, and willingly letting go of our anger at the injustice of it all. It involves us moving, as much 
as possible, toward being reconciled with each other. 
 
In the words of Martin Luther King Jr, “Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding deeper darkness to 
a night already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot 
drive out hate; only love can do that.” 
 
Dear Father, This Christmas season as we walk in the light of the Lord, help us to remember that your light 
shining through us drives out the darkness and that your love burning through us drives out hate. Amen. 
 
Marilyn Shepard 
mlmshepard@aol.com 
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Wednesday, December 7, 2022 

Isaiah 2:5 Come family of Jacob, let’s live in the light of God. 
 
Isaiah is one of several prophets in the Old Testament who prophesied the coming of Christ as 
our Savior. This verse appears on its face to simply admonish us to walk in an illuminated path 
that’s pleasing to God, rather than stumbling around in the darkness; however, the deeper issue 
is the answer to the question of “Just how do we choose that path?” 
 
I can recall a Christmas Eve many years ago when our three girls went to sleep early in the 
evening to await Santa’s visit. While they were sleeping, I was furiously putting together toys of 
every description and invariably finishing each task with a bolt, screw or some similar item left 
over. It took me only that one Christmas Eve to give in and read the directions for assembly 
provided by the manufacturer! Thereafter, I did not always make time to read the detailed 
directions, but thankfully there was usually an abbreviated version. The following Christmas Eves 
went so much more smoothly after taking advantage of reading the directions!  
 
Thinking about that Christmas Eve trying to put together toys without the benefit of their 
directions and answering the question of how do we know how to walk in the light of God 
reminds me of a story about the smartest man in a village in north Alabama about the turn of the 
19th century.  He was an elderly man and people came from miles away to seek his wise and 
considered counsel. 
 
One day a young man was sitting with his friends and said he had devised a plan to test the old 
man and show him he was not as smart as people thought he was. He told his friends, “I’ll catch 
a small bird and cup it between my closed hands so it cannot be seen. I’ll go to the old man and 
say ‘I have a question for you. I have a bird that is cupped between my hands. Is the bird dead or 
alive?’ If the old man says it must surely be dead, I’ll release the bird and let it fly away, but if he 
says it’s alive then I’ll squeeze my hands together and crush the bird before opening them to let 
him see the bird is dead!” 
 
The following day, the young man went to the wise man’s home and told him about the small 
bird in his cupped hands and asked his opinion of whether the bird was dead or alive. The wise 
man pondered the question for a moment and kindly replied, “The answer is in your hands, 
child!” 
 
So, the answer to the question of how to choose the path that allows us to live in the light of 
God is also in our hands. Christ came as God’s sacrifice to die for our sins, and we celebrate His 
birth at Christmas; however, during His earthly life, He also gave us all the directions we need to 
walk in His perfect light. Consequently, the answer is in our hands. Reading His directions has 
made my life so much easier to navigate, just like assembling those toys many Christmas Eves 



ago was much easier after I began following the directions.  
 
During this Advent season, if we are too busy to read all His directions, I suggest we at least 
remember the abbreviated version and love God with all our hearts, souls and minds and love 
our neighbors as ourselves.  
 
Dear Lord, help us to love you and love each other. Amen 
 
Charlie D. Waldrep 
waldrep@wskllp.com 
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Thursday, December 8, 2022 

 

Psalm 146:5-10. 5 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his 
God, 6 who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; 
7 who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets the 
prisoners free; 8  the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed 
down; the Lord loves the righteous. 9 The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the 
widow and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 10 The Lord will reign 
forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the Lord! 
 
Those who rely on the Covenant God are truly blessed. Genesis proclaims both God’s creation 
and God’s covenant, for our Great God is both powerful and faithful. As a mighty judge, the Lord 
protects, and as a good parent, provides. Our God loves the “righteous” and heals and liberates 
them when they face all kinds of suffering—being oppressed, hungry, imprisoned, blind, bowed 
down, an outsider, fatherless, or widowed. Isaiah prophesied about a special servant anointed by 
the Spirit who would liberate the people. In Nazareth, Jesus announced that he was this servant, 
and John the Baptist’s disciples reported Jesus’ liberating activities back to their imprisoned 
leader. The final words were first heard in the song of Moses and have reverberated ever since. 
 
The Lord, “God, O Zion, to all generations.” Opening our hearts to allow the blessings to come 
from our God means stepping aside in the sacred whispers for the work, the hope, the faith, the 
justice, the sustenance so that the full measure of “heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them” (v.6) may receive the extended breath of the ever watchful, ever present God. So often, 
we find ourselves crying out for sight of the holy presence. So often, we plead for the face of 
God while God is all the while standing in our midst, moving, shaping, caressing those for whom 
inhale the fragrance. We often yearn for God’s unmistakable approval as we attempt to make 
our own brand of justice in this world. 
 
Today, the climate of society is hardened. It has become too easy to stifle the fragrance, to shut 
out others, to find fault and to deny our bloodline with God. The family of humanity aches with 
division and strife. We react with haste too often in matters requiring that same touch and 
gentle fragrance God imbues upon us. Rather than listening quietly for the still small voice of a 
whisper, we often require a mandate or a definitive word before we accept what God sees for us 
or speaks to us. We have become “proof driven” in our fact checking. We question the simplest 
or the source when something appears out of our line of reasonable expectation of reality. We 
have allowed ourselves to become hardened to basic trust, to become skeptical in simple truth, 
and to grow cynical towards those who God deems as creation. Acknowledging that it is prudent 
to be wise in actions, it is amazing that God encompasses and embraces all, for everyone is made 
in the one true God’s image. We don’t have to bury ourselves around religious rules, doctrine, or 
dogma for those things will always provide us reason to disconnect from others. We don’t need 



to attest to God’s active presence, help and hope because “we are supposed to” or because we 
must prove it. God is not division. God’s breath alone pulls us together to feed and to care for us. 
God’s being alone fully welcomes us into safety and out of oppression. The Lord opens the eyes 
of the blind. We are welcomed into “seeing” the blessings and the wholeness of who we are in 
the God of Jacob. 
 
When we are fully welcomed, we are able to inhale and rest in the presence of God and of 
others. When we no longer feel compelled to prove anything we can simply fall into our 
belovedness — and we can exhale. God. My God. My soul sighs too deep for words. Do You hear 
me? God…are You there? I know You are because You have breathed with me as we have shared 
risk, awareness and love. All You say and do is bathed with the most glorious light that shines the 
way through our earthly stubborn blindness. 
 
Thank You for accepting me as I am. Help me to accept You as You are, Lord, in Your quiet, gentle 
presence, in Your fragrant mystery, in Your holy action of freeing the oppressed. Amen. 
 
Dawn DuPree Kelley 
drmdpsy@gmail.com 
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Friday, December 9, 2022 

2 Peter 3:11-18 - 11  Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? 
You ought to live holy and Godly lives. 12  as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. [a] 
That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the 
heat.  13  But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 
earth, where righteousness dwells. 14  So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make 
every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.  15  Bear in mind that our Lord’s 
patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave 
him.  16  He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain 
some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the 
other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 17  Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, 
be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your 
secure position.  18  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and forever! Amen. 
 
Marilyn must have listened in on our Sunday School class when she picked the theme for this year’s 
Advent devotional guide. Earlier this year in the darkness of winter, when our world faced great 
uncertainty following the Russian invasion of Ukraine, along with our country’s political tension that 
seemed to increase each day, atop life’s personal struggles; we decided to “look for the light”.   
 
We carried around an understandable heaviness in our spirits, but Jesus said in John 10:10, “I came to 
bring you life, and have it to the full”. We decided to search out and be grateful for those “light” 
moments, large and small, that come our way each day. On several Sundays, each of us shared our 
personal moments of light. Our moods lifted as we experienced others describing their “light” moments, 
and as we relived our own. By the time everyone had finished, the common mood was one of gladness, if 
not outright joy. 
 
Two thousand years ago Peter wrote his letter telling the early Christians to live “holy and godly lives” 
while they waited for Christ’s return. He followed with a frightening description of what to expect, “That 
day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat”. That 
sounds a lot like a nuclear disaster. Putin has threatened to set off such a disaster in Ukraine. For me, it 
brought back awful memories of the Cuban missile crisis, when life seemed to hang by a thread. 
 
The totality of Peter’s message is to live confidently in the face of uncertainty. Jesus promise of limitless 
forgiveness, coupled with his commitment to be with us always, gives Christians the underpinnings for an 
abundant life, a life spent “walking in the light of the Lord”.   
 
Let’s all look for the light; those are God moments that will carry us through the dark days we all 
experience. 
 
Father, help us remember that your light is always with us. Amen. 
 
Phil Watts 
p.watts315@gmail.com 

mailto:p.watts315@gmail.com


Saturday, December 10, 2022 

Luke 3:3   He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Imagine slipping into an airplane seat for a 3-hour flight. The man next to you exchanges some 
pleasantries and small talk. But you'll soon discover he has extreme views about religion. His 
goal as you fly the friendly skies is to convince you that your casual way of life is putting you in 
danger of the fires of hell. Then it dawns on you that this is going to be a very long flight. 
 
Spending an afternoon with John the Baptist must have been a similar experience. After all, 
John believed you got ready for the coming of Christ by taking a long, intense look at the ethical 
quality of your life. It makes sense that people were wondering whether John was the Messiah, 
the promised deliverer of God's people. He looked and sounded like the prophet of old, and he 
could draw a crowd. 
 
Mark tells us, “All the people of Judea went out to hear him,” however, this was probably a 
ministerial estimation! In our text, Luke says multitudes went out to hear him. What is certain is 
that John the Baptist could draw a crowd. People came from all over and asked him, “what 
should we do?” then John answered them this way. If you have two coats, give one to someone 
who has none. If you have food, give some to those who have none. Tax collectors came to him, 
and John told them to be honest, soldiers came to him, and John told them to rob no one by 
violence. John preached that you've got ready for the Christ coming by taking a long hard look 
at the ethical character of your life. 
 
Preparing for the coming of Christ is our advent task which means clearing away anything that 
obstructs or hinders Christ from having a clear path to our hearts. It's time to heed John's 
message of repentance and make a turn toward Christ and his priorities. Getting ready for 
Christmas is primarily about preparing ourselves to welcome Christ with integrity. 
 
To be honest, we have more questions than answers when it comes to John the Baptist. Exactly 
what were the factors that shaped his life? What was the substance of his message? What was 
the extent of his influence? We have some information, but we can only guess at the answers. 
 
John the Baptist was important to the gospel writers for one reason; he pointed to the coming 
of Christ. He was the one who announced Christ coming. No one can replace Johnny Carson on 
late-night television. He paved the way for all others who followed. Every show began with Ed 
McMahon and take center stage. After a few minutes, Ed would announce, “Here’s Johnny!” 
Then Johnny would appear and take center stage. When the applause died down, Johnny 
assumed the starring role, and Ed McMahon’s role decreased. 
 



John the Baptist was center stage for a while. He then took a step back to give center stage to 
Jesus. John pointed out that Jesus was coming and when Jesus appeared at the Jordan river. 
John said, “Behold the Lamb of God, he must increase, and I must decrease.” Our Advent task is 
to prepare our hearts and point to the coming Prince of Peace. 
 
Lord, may we decrease, and may you increase. Amen 
 
Henry Hobson 
hobsonhh@bellsouth.net 
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Sunday, December 11, 2022 

Matthew 11:2-6 Now when John had heard in prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his 
disciples,  3  and said to Him, “Are You He who should come, or should we look for another?” 4  Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5  The blind receive their sight and the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them. [a]   6  Blessed is he who does not fall away because of Me.” 7  As they departed, Jesus 
began to say to the crowds concerning John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken by the wind?  8  If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Indeed, those 
who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses.  9  Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to 
you, and more than a prophet.  10  For this is he of whom it is written: ‘Look, I am sending My messenger 
before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.’ [b] 11  Truly I say to you, among those who are 
born of women, there has risen no one greater than John the Baptist. But he who is least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he. 
 
Separation from those we love or work and spend time with can take a heavy toll. We were not made to 
live a solitary existence; instead, God created humankind to interact, learn, live with a purpose, and do so 
within a community. The last two and ¾ years living with COVID and the isolation caused by this pandemic 
magnified the difficulties that become evident without human interaction. All the usual cues picked up 
from family, friends, and coworkers were few and far between. Informal communication was lacking. 
Some individuals found this desert of human contact more than their minds could process, and they 
began to doubt themselves and maybe even wonder if they had gotten it all wrong about life. Questions 
began to be asked, such as, “Is this what life is all about? Is this all there is? Have I devoted my life to 
things that have not turned out how I thought they would? What difference has my life made regarding 
anything? 
 
It is not too great a leap to imagine John the Baptist thinking such things. He is in prison simply for calling 
attention to the fact that King Herod divorced his wife to marry Herodias, the divorced wife of his half-
brother. John needed reassurance that his life's commitment and trajectory had been right. The question 
he needs his disciples to ask Jesus is, “Are You He who should come, or should we look for another?” 
Jesus could have just said yes, but I think he knew John needed the most excellent assurance possible. 
Jesus responds with, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: The blind receive their sight and the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them.” Jesus affirmed John and left no question that “He was the One” by citing the ministry 
the Messiah was to do. 
 
There are times when we need that reassurance too. Whether imprisoned, confined to one’s home, or 
just in a period of disillusionment and questioning, we need the Spirit of Christ to say again, “look around 
and see what I am doing!” 
 
Lord, open my eyes so that I may see you in the lives of those around me and, through faith, join in 
bringing hope, healing, and wholeness, creating that “Beloved Community.” Amen 
 
Tim Kelley 
tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org 

mailto:tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org


Monday, December 12, 2022 

 

Examen: A prayer of reflection on your day helping you invite the “light of God” into your day. In 
this prayer review your day to find God and his blessings in your life. In this examen, we will 

reflect on God’s invitation to come and walk in God’s light. 
 
 

COME 
 

“Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.” – Isaiah 2:5 
 
Begin. Get in a comfortable position. Relax and quiet your mind. Breathe deeply and ask God to 
make his presence known. Feel God’s presence. Ask God to be the leader in this time of prayer. 
 
Blessings. Ask God to reveal all the gifts and graces given today. As you reflect on your day, give 
thanks for both the big and small gifts given. Thank God for each of these gifts. 
 
God’s Invitation. God invites us to come, to be present, and to be in relationship. When during 
your day did you sense God’s invitation to be present? Where did you see the Spirit of God 
present in your day – perhaps an event, an interaction with a person, or through someone’s 
words. How did it feel to receive this invitation to come? 
 
Be Open. Where or how did you move away from God’s invitation? Where is it difficult to accept 
God’s invitation? During this Advent journey, where do you see God’s invitation leading you into 
God’s abundant light? Give these moments to God. Ask for God’s forgiveness where you did not 
accept God’s invitation. 
 
Be the Light. How is God inviting you into relationship this Advent season? Where or in what 
ways is God showing you to be God’s light? Ask God to give you clarity and empower you with 
the resources to act. 
 
God, help me to see all the ways you invite us to be with you. Give me the courage and strength 
to walk in your light. Amen. 
 
Rusty Bennett 
rusty@collaborative-solutions.net 
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Tuesday, December 13, 2022 

 

Examen: A prayer of reflection on your day helping you invite the “light of God” into your day. In 
this prayer review your day to find God and his blessings in your life. In this examen, we will 

reflect on God’s invitation to come and walk in God’s light. 
 
 

LET ME WALK 
 

“Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.” – Isaiah 2:5 
 
Begin. Get in a comfortable position. Relax and quiet your mind. Breathe deeply and ask God to 
make his presence known. Feel God’s presence. Ask God to be the leader in this time of prayer. 
 
Blessings. Ask God to reveal all the gifts and graces given today. As you reflect on your day, give 
thanks for both the big and small gifts given. Thank God for each of these gifts. 
 
God’s Invitation. God invites us to come, to be present, and to be in relationship. When during 
your day did you sense God’s invitation to be present? Where did you see the Spirit of God 
present in your day – perhaps an event, an interaction with a person, or through someone’s 
words. How did it feel to receive this invitation to come? 
 
Be Open. Where or how did you move away from God’s invitation? Where is it difficult to accept 
God’s invitation? During this Advent journey, where do you see God’s invitation leading you into 
God’s abundant light? Give these moments to God. Ask for God’s forgiveness where you did not 
accept God’s invitation. 
 
Be the Light. How is God inviting you into relationship this Advent season? Where or in what 
ways is God showing you to be God’s light? Ask God to give you clarity and empower you with 
the resources to act. 
 
God, help me to see all the ways you invite us to be with you. Give me the courage and strength 
to walk in your light. Amen. 
 
Rusty Bennett 
rusty@collaborative-solutions.net 
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Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

 

Examen: A prayer of reflection on your day helping you invite the “light of God” into your day. In 
this prayer review your day to find God and his blessings in your life. In this examen, we will 

reflect on God’s invitation to come and walk in God’s light. 
 
 

LET US WALK 
 

“Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.” – Isaiah 2:5 
 
Begin. Get in a comfortable position. Relax and quiet your mind. Breathe deeply and ask God to 
make his presence known. Feel God’s presence. Ask God to be the leader in this time of prayer. 
 
Blessings. Ask God to reveal all the gifts and graces given today. As you reflect on your day, give 
thanks for both the big and small gifts given. Thank God for each of these gifts. 
 
God’s Invitation. God invites us to come, to be present, and to be in relationship. When during 
your day did you sense God’s invitation to be present? Where did you see the Spirit of God 
present in your day – perhaps an event, an interaction with a person, or through someone’s 
words. How did it feel to receive this invitation to come? 
 
Be Open. Where or how did you move away from God’s invitation? Where is it difficult to accept 
God’s invitation? During this Advent journey, where do you see God’s invitation leading you into 
God’s abundant light? Give these moments to God. Ask for God’s forgiveness where you did not 
accept God’s invitation. 
 
Be the Light. How is God inviting you into relationship this Advent season? Where or in what 
ways is God showing you to be God’s light? Ask God to give you clarity and empower you with 
the resources to act. 
 
God, help me to see all the ways you invite us to be with you. Give me the courage and strength 
to walk in your light. Amen. 
 
Rusty Bennett 
rusty@collaborative-solutions.net 
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Thursday, December 15, 2022 

 

Examen: A prayer of reflection on your day helping you invite the “light of God” into your day. In 
this prayer review your day to find God and his blessings in your life. In this examen, we will 

reflect on God’s invitation to come and walk in God’s light. 
 
 

BE THE LIGHT 
 

“Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.” – Isaiah 2:5 
 
Begin. Get in a comfortable position. Relax and quiet your mind. Breathe deeply and ask God to 
make his presence known. Feel God’s presence. Ask God to be the leader in this time of prayer. 
 
Blessings. Ask God to reveal all the gifts and graces given today. As you reflect on your day, give 
thanks for both the big and small gifts given. Thank God for each of these gifts. 
 
God’s Invitation. God invites us to come, to be present, and to be in relationship. When during 
your day did you sense God’s invitation to be present? Where did you see the Spirit of God 
present in your day – perhaps an event, an interaction with a person, or through someone’s 
words. How did it feel to receive this invitation to come? 
 
Be Open. Where or how did you move away from God’s invitation? Where is it difficult to accept 
God’s invitation? During this Advent journey, where do you see God’s invitation leading you into 
God’s abundant light? Give these moments to God. Ask for God’s forgiveness where you did not 
accept God’s invitation. 
 
Be the Light. How is God inviting you into relationship this Advent season? Where or in what 
ways is God showing you to be God’s light? Ask God to give you clarity and empower you with 
the resources to act. 
 
God, help me to see all the ways you invite us to be with you. Give me the courage and strength 
to walk in your light. Amen. 
 
Rusty Bennett 
rusty@collaborative-solutions.net 
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Friday, December 16, 2022 

 

Isaiah 2:5 Come let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
I remember exactly where I was when the verdict for the Trayvon Martin murder came in. I remember 
exactly how it felt for his killer to be found innocent. I remember my hurt and my pain, and probably my 
first realization that this world is not what I had naively believed for so long. 
 
Trayvon Martin, a young black child, walking home with iced tea and Skittles in his hands; daring to walk 
home through a gated community when he is identified as suspicious and is subsequently killed for 
looking suspicious. An unarmed child who is dead because he was walking in an area that presumed him 
to be a threat. How can that not break your heart? And then his killer went unpunished. How can you 
not cry out for justice? 
 
In a way, Trayvon’s story is similar to Jesus’ life story. Jesus, too, went places where he was not 
welcomed, where people didn’t want him to be. Jesus was in Samaria, in tax collector’s homes, talking 
to women, talking to sinners. And that was not welcomed or allowed. Jesus wound up being killed for it, 
just like Trayvon. And his killers also went unpunished. 
 
Our Advent theme deals with this idea of walking in the light of the Lord. Jesus walked in the light of the 
Lord, and it led him to places where he was unwelcome, it led him to visit the oppressed. Where will the 
light of the Lord lead us? 
 
Is it possible to really be walking in the light of the Lord if you aren’t going anywhere? If everything 
about your life is just the same as everyone else? If you don’t notice the oppressed around you, if you 
don’t see the effects of this country’s racism, oppression, and discrimination? 
 
Jesus came to offer hope, certainly, but he also came to offer change, to force us to open our eyes and 
our hearts and look at the people around us. To realize the value and worthiness of everyone, and not 
just realize it, but to speak it, to fight for it, to pattern our lives around it. 
 
I think we have to realize that there are areas in our country and perhaps our own lives that just aren’t 
right and no amount of living in denial can make it right. The only way to overcome the darkness is by 
adding light, adding light to our own hearts, our communities, our state, and our world. 
 
Dear Lord, help us to recognize your light and be willing to follow it wherever it is leading. Amen. 
 
Marilyn Shepard 
mlmshepard@aol.com 
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Saturday, December 17, 2022 

 

Ps. 80:3 Restore us, O God; 
make your face shine on us, 
that we may be saved. 
 
“The World Turned Upside Down” (Act. 17:6 KJV) is, believe it or not, a song about Christmas. 
According to Wikipedia, the song is a protest, written in 1640s England, “against the policies of 
Parliament relating to the celebration of Christmas. . . . Parliament believed the holiday should 
be a solemn occasion and outlawed traditional English celebrations.” Legend has it that this 
song was played by the British military band after the surrender at Yorktown to end the 
Revolutionary War. 
  
An upside-down world must have seemed appropriate to the British army in 1781, and as we 
today survey our country and our world: the war in Ukraine, political, economic, religious, and 
cultural variations that seem to divide us in irreconcilable ways, we might also believe that an 
upside down world is a relevant illustration of the modern global condition.  
 
We might also recall what appears to be an increasingly desperate plea from the poet in psalm 
80: “Restore us, O God” (v. 3); “Restore us, God Almighty” (v. 7), and “Restore us Lord God 
Almighty” (vs. 19), all with the refrain, “make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.” 
Where might we find elements of a right side up world? 
 
Perhaps there is but a single element to the world we seek.  It is salvation through God’s gift of 
Jesus. Christ himself tells us “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life (Jn. 8:12), and the darkness will not overcome the light. 
Consequently, we must celebrate Christmas with joy and optimism rather than solemnity. 
 
Eternal, Loving God, through Christ you have made your face to shine on us and have restored 
us. Instill in us the faith to walk in the warmth of your light. Amen 
 
Warren Kinney 
Rkinney1@bellsouth.net 
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Sunday, December 18, 2022 

 

Matthew 1: 18-25 18  Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened this way: After His mother Mary 
was engaged to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child by the Holy 
Spirit.  19  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man and not willing to make her a public 
example, had in mind to divorce her privately. 20  But while he thought on these things, the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary as your wife, for He who is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  21  She will 
bear a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.” 
22  Now all this occurred to fulfill what the Lord had spoken through the prophet, 
saying,  23  “A virgin shall be with child, and will bear a Son, and they shall call His name 
Immanuel,” [a]  which is interpreted, “God with us.” 24  Then Joseph, being awakened from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and remained with his wife,  25  and 
did not know her until she had given birth to her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS. 
 
Doing the right thing is rarely the easiest path. It is always the best path, though, as most of us 
have learned through the hard lessons of life. One reason is that doing the “right thing” 
considers other people. It encompasses more than just one’s self-centered concerns and 
involves looking beyond oneself to realize the effect of one’s action or inaction. Doing the “right 
thing” has consequences, even if not immediately seen. 
 
The scripture reading says that Joseph was made aware of what he faced, and his first thought 
and plan was a good and kind gesture towards Mary. Many would say it was the “right thing” to 
do. As he thought on these things, the angel of the Lord told Joseph there was a better way. A 
way that was right but difficult. Doing what the angel said would mean hardship for Joseph and 
his family. Questions must have flooded his mind. Would there always be whispers of gossip 
about them in the small town of Nazareth? How would Mary’s conceiving a child before 
marriage affect his standing in the community? What effect would this have on his livelihood as 
a carpenter? How would it affect their child? Following the angel’s direction, Joseph was a part 
of the “Light of the world,” Jesus, being born. 
 
Today, doing the “right thing” can be how the “Light of the Lord” is made known.  
 
Throughout history, individuals have risen to the occasion and done the remarkable “right 
thing” for the benefit of others, very often paying high personal costs. Our nation's recent 
history has many examples from the civil rights movement. Some names are memorialized, but 
thousands of people are not recognized by anyone. Yet, all paid a heavy price in their efforts to 
“walk in the light of the Lord” and let some of that light shine in on the ugly, immoral, and 
illegal ways people of color were, and often still are, treated. The world we live in needs people 
to walk in the light of the Lord so that the circumstances faced will be illuminated and the “right 



thing” discerned. Our challenge during Advent, as we wait expectantly and prepare our hearts, 
is to open our eyes and heart to the world around us and ask the Spirit of Christ to speak to us 
about what we see, guiding us to discern the “right thing” to do. And, then, do it! 
 
Loving God, open my eyes to see the world as you see it. Help me to prepare my mind and heart 
to respond compassionately to the needs you reveal to me. And grant me the courage to do the 
“right thing” even when the costs are high. Amen. 
 
Tim Kelley 
tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org 
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Monday, December 19, 2022 

 

Isaiah 2:5 Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
It’s been a hard year after losing my mom last year. So, on the one-year anniversary of her 
death, I wanted to go and put flowers on her grave. I wanted to sit there and talk with her, like 
they do on tv and like I’m sure people do in real life. I thought that, maybe, this would bring me 
some comfort. 
 
Anyway, my family has been with me in the past when I have gone to the cemetery, but this 
time, it was just going to be me and James. I had my plans to be there and talk to her and after 
putting flowers on the grave, I …. didn’t feel anything. 
 
My thought was, “She’s not here.” Immediately, I heard the words, “Why seek you the living 
among the dead?” 
 
Why indeed? 
 
This whole devotional series is about following the light of the Lord, and sometimes, everything 
we study or write about can feel very repetitive. I suppose a lot of times it is. But sometimes, it 
can hit you so clearly just what it means. 
 
We walk in the light of the Lord so that it can illuminate the darkness in ourselves, so that we 
can see our tendencies toward racism or anger or intolerance more clearly, and it can help us 
move toward a Christ like light. It can illuminate the darkness in our world so that we can see 
the hurt, the pain, the fear that exists in others, and we can react with love, kindness and 
compassion that allows us all to heal together. 
 
But, you know, that light is also leading each one of us to an empty cemetery, to the realization 
that these people we have loved and grieved are truly not there. Because of the light they 
followed as best they could, they are now living with the light. 
 
And as each one of us follows this life-giving light, we, too, are not headed toward an end, but 
to a bright and beautiful beginning. 
 
Praise God. Amen. 
 
Marilyn Shepard 
mlmshepard@aol.com 

mailto:mlmshepard@aol.com


Tuesday, December 20, 2022 

 

Christ has set us free to live a free life. So, take your stand! Never again let anyone put a 
harness of slavery on you. Galatians 5:1 
 
Each year when it is time for the Christmas decorations to return to their place in the attic, I tell 
myself that I will put them away in an organized fashion. I promise myself that putting the tree 
lights away properly will save me time next year. So, very carefully, I place them back in their 
original packaging just exactly as they came. (Yea right ... if there is anyone who can put 
Christmas tree lights back in those little plastic packages please make a TikTok and show us 
how.) You see, I have convinced myself that no matter what way you store those pesky lights, 
they have a mind of their own and by next year, they will have somehow woven themselves 
together in an even bigger tangled mess than if we had just thrown them in a box. 
 
Tangled mess ... our lives feel that way sometimes. It may seem that no matter how we live or 
what we do, we are always a step behind. The Christmas season is an exceptionally busy time 
and we often find ourselves trying to get so much accomplished that we start tripping over our 
own tangled feet. We need to decorate, we need to shop, we need to cook and attend parties. 
We need to ... we need to ... or do we? Why have we become focused on the “necessity” of 
making Christmas so extravagant? Why have we become enslaved to someone else’s ideal for 
this season? 
 
In Galatians 4:21-5:1, Paul reminds us that trying to rush or simply push through our own 
agenda can enslave us to those things that pull us away from God. God is not asking for us to be 
transactional in our response to him but rather He is asking us to be in relationship with Him ... 
to be in communion with Him ... to run the race that He has marked for us. Through this, we 
find that freedom of which Paul speaks. 
 
Loving God, as we look to experience an extravagant Christmas season, help us to not stumble 
in our darkness but rather to walk freely in Your light. 
 
Aleesa J. Naish 
Aleesa.Naish@childrensal.org 
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Wednesday, December 21, 2022 

 

Isaiah 2:5 Oh house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
When I was told that the theme of this year’s Advent devotional was, “Come let us walk in the light of 
the Lord”, my mind immediately went to thoughts of my sister, Maryann Golson. She, most of all those I 
know or am associated with, represents that walk with the Lord, as near to perfection as a person of 
God can. 
 
Maryann was diagnosed in 2017 with ovarian cancer. All members of our large, close family were 
devastated at this news. She bravely faced many months of chemo-therapy, losing her hair and having 
to spend most of her time confined to her home. I wrote in 2018’s devotional about a stranger that I 
met on a church trip to De Soto Falls, who was a fourteen-year survivor of this usually very deadly 
cancer. She gave my brother and me hope that Maryann too, could beat the odds. 
 
After many months of treatment, Maryann was told that she had won her battle: the cancer was gone. 
She returned to church and resumed her activities as much as possible, what with the Covid restrictions 
facing everyone. Her beautiful head of hair came back, and we all rejoiced. After a routine checkup in 
later months, she was given the heartbreaking news that the cancer had returned, this time in her 
lymph nodes. All over again, she faced many more months of treatment with painful side effects and 
was told after more than a year that she was now free of the disease for a second time. 
 
Word came within the past year that, devastatingly, that her cancer had reappeared for the third time, 
this time in the bladder. She is now near the end of five years with this off-again, on-again diagnosis. 
Each time I speak with her after the return of her disease she always gives the same response. “I have 
just placed all of this in the hands of the Lord.” Remaining amazingly calm through all these 
disappointing times, she is now awaiting a fourth report on her condition. 
 
Maryann. to me, represents by her steadfast faith and belief, the real results of walking in the light. Still 
needing and requesting prayers, she makes me so proud to call her my sister. I tell her story here to 
hopefully give others needing assurance, that there can and will be miraculous things happening, 
especially for those walking in the light of the Lord. 
 
Dear Lord, help us all to see that walking in your light gives us feelings of safety and comfort, even when 
all of our prayers may not be yet fulfilled. Amen 
 
Jerry Huie 
ghuie@charter.net 
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Thursday, December 22, 2022 

 

Matthew 1 22-23 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The 
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”  (which means “God with 
us”). 
 
I love Christmas. When I was a child, I thought of Christmas as about Santa, toys, and decorated trees. 
For me, Christmas was the happiest time of the year. I also knew that Christmas had something to do 
with a baby lying in a manger. I recall stories of wise men, Angels, the innkeeper, shepherds, and King 
Herod. As a child, my understanding of Christmas was every bit a child’s perspective. 
 
As I grew older, I came to understand more fully the meaning of Advent and Christmas. The birth of the 
baby in a manager was as Mark says in the first verse of his Gospel, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. Like the mustard seed, something small was about to become something 
marvelous beyond human expectations. The more I read the nativity stories in Matthew and Luke, the 
more I was drawn into the stories. Each time I read these texts, I see something new, and therefore, 
each time I read these Scripture texts, they still speak to me. 
 
I know people who concluded “Santa isn’t real and leapt to the conclusion that the Christmas stories are 
groundless nonsense.” A friend once said to me that he could not accept the idea of Angelic 
appearances, miraculous conceptions, and stars that function like a GPS as plausible. The problem with 
cases like this is what I call category confusion. Those who dismiss Matthew and Luke as drivel have read 
the texts incorrectly. Matthew and Luke are not writing for children, and the stories are anything but 
childish. Nor are they writing newspaper reports striving for historical accuracy. These Gospels seek to 
tell us about the good news of Jesus for all people and about a world of peace and justice for which 
many of us hope. 
 
I do affirm there is mystery surrounding the birth of Christ. Albert Einstein was once asked by an 
Episcopal Bishop if he believed in God. Einstein replied, “The person who does not believe in mystery is 
a snuffed out candle.” 
 
The nativity texts have compelling meaning. So, I read these texts and ask two questions only I can 
answer. First, what do these texts mean to me at this moment, in this place? Second, what have these 
texts meant to others in my life, in my church, and in my community? I do think much of life is about 
making meaning and I find meaning in life through Jesus Christ of whom Matthew writes, “Look, a virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son and they shall call his name Emmanuel which means God is with us.” 
 
Dear Lord, Thank you for being with us. Thank you for your love, light, mercy and grace. In Christ’s Name. 
Amen. 
 
Henry Hobson 
hobsonhh@bellsouth.net 
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Friday, December 23, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, December 24, 2022 

 

The Birth of Jesus Christ ~ Luke 2:1-7 
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 
 
The Shepherds and the Angels ~ Luke 2:8-21 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with fear. 10 And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!" 15 When the angels 
went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us." 16 
And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And 
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 
18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up 
all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 21 And at the end of 
eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before 
he was conceived in the womb. 
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