Listen…
God is Speaking
Have we forgotten the intimate, eternal conversation
between the Creator and His Creation? By His
breath the infinite and infinitesimal, all became by
His Word, all held together. But we can hardly hear
Him.
It’s the violence of sound, the earth rattling beneath
our feet, the break-neck speed of things brutalizing
the senses. The great designers’ work re-arranged
into a speck, to make something – anything.
Has desensitization become our only defense
against everything that elbows for our attention?
So, we anaesthetize the senses to stop seeing
hearing and feeling it all because we just can’t see,
hear, and feel it all. But we are drawn by a whisper
so that we might hear and re-tune the senses as He
waits for our response:
“Speak – I’m listening!”
“Speak – we’re listening!”
-Hillsong
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ABOUT FUSION
CITY CHURCH
We are a church on a mission. The Church is the tangible
expression of God's love to the world, often referred to as
the body of Christ.
We are not comfortable just playing church on Sunday
morning, we want to BE the church every day of the week.
We know that only God can save someone but we believe
that He wants to use every believer to be a connecting point.
Our purpose is to give every man, woman, and child in the
city of Kannapolis repeated opportunities to see, hear, and
respond to the Gospel. This mission is bigger than any one
person. It's bigger than any one church.
We are excited to be a part of what God is doing in our city
and believe that the best is yet to come.
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OUR PURPOSE
Is to Love God
Is to be a Church so dependent on the Holy Spirit that
nothing will stop it nor stand against it; a Church whose
people are so compelled by God’s presence that nothing is
held to be impossible.
Is to be a Church whose heartfelt worship touches Heaven
and changes Earth.
Is to be a Church whose head is Jesus, whose help is the
Holy Spirit, and whose focus is the Great Commission.

Is to Love People
Is to be a Church that connects every man, woman, and
child with their Savior.
Is to be a Church that has a message so clear that lives are
changed forever and potential is fulfilled through the power
of His Word.
Is to be a Church so compassionate that people are drawn
from impossible situations into a loving and friendly circle of
hope, where answers are found and acceptance is given.
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Is to Serve the World
Is to be a Church fused with a city, creating a life-giving
movement for the cause of Jesus Christ.
Is to be a Church so Kingdom-minded that they will count
whatever the cost and pay whatever the price to see revival
sweep this land.
Is to be a Church who is so committed to leaving a legacy of
faith by empowering, training, and equipping a leadership
generation through gospel centered discipleship, that the
impact of the church grows greater with every generation
that passes.
Is to be a Church whose selfless generosity is unrivaled in its
reach and depth.
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OUR PROCESS
To achieve our greatest potential, to achieve our purpose,
we must have a simple and clear process.
At Fusion City Church, we like simple. In fact, our purpose
and our process are the same. The church has been
commanded and commissioned to Love God, Love People,
and Serve the World.

The Great Commandment: “Teacher, which is the
greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew
22:36-40

The Great Commission: “Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20
In the pages that follow, you will discover practical ways to
engage in both our purpose and our process to Love God,
Love People, and Serve the World.
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LOVE GOD
God has shown His love to all mankind by giving His Son
Jesus Christ. The Bible says there is no greater love than
when one lays down his own life for another. It also says that
we love because He first loved us. At Fusion City Church,
we encourage people to Love God by…

1. Attending a Weekly Worship Experience
Loving God compels us to engage in corporate worship that
includes regular moments of learning, praise, and action.

Teaching
It is the role of pastors to rightly and accurately present the
truths of God’s Word to His people that they may more fully
understand the nature and character of their Heavenly
Father. Each week, the pastors of Fusion City Church work
to present the principles of the Bible in a way that is
challenging, encouraging, and helpful to those who attend.
Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to
preaching and to teaching. 1 Timothy 4:13

Singing
The Bible is full of music and songs from the beginning right
to the very end. Worship through singing is where emotion
meets doctrine. It is a powerful medium to communicate our
love and appreciation for who God is and what He has given
us through Jesus, His son.
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the
Rock of our salvation. Let us come before him with
thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.
Psalm 95:1-2
5

Response
The Bible tells us that faith without action is dead. Simply
put, if what we learn and feel about God does not translate
into how we live and conduct our lives then it is of little
good. The desire of Fusion City Church is that all who
attend our weekly gathering will experience a change in how
they view life which, in turn, will change how they live life.
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be
shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with
reverence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire.” Hebrews
12:28-29

2. Spending Personal Time With God
God desires a relationship with us and, as with any healthy
relationship, spending time together is crucial.

Prayer
Communication is an important part of our daily lives, and so
should our communication with God. No relationship can be
considered healthy when there is no communication. In
order for our relationship with God to be healthy, regular
times of prayer are necessary.
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians
4:6-7

Bible Reading
When the Bible was written, God knew we would need
instruction, endurance, encouragement, and hope. The
authors of Scripture knew God’s message would be for an
audience far beyond their limited scope and time in history.
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The world has changed since the Bible was written, but our
ongoing need for it to speak into our lives has not.
I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways. I delight in
your decrees; I will not neglect your word.
Psalm 119:15-16

Fasting
The purpose of fasting is to focus our attention on God and
His direction for our lives. We are reminded to pray and
seek God when we remove something from our everyday life
that we are accustomed to having. Every time we realize we
are without it, we are reminded to seek Him. Fasting is an
effective way to hear God clearly in the midst of distractions.
There, by the Ahava Canal, I proclaimed a fast, so that we might
humble ourselves before our God and ask him for a safe journey
for us and our children, with all our possessions. I was ashamed
to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen to protect us from
enemies on the road, because we had told the king, “The gracious
hand of our God is on everyone who looks to him, but his great
anger is against all who forsake him.” So we fasted and petitioned
our God about this, and he answered our prayer. Ezra 8:21-23

3. Obeying Jesus’ Ordinances
Ordinances are those things that Jesus told the Christfollowers to observe with other Christ-followers.

Baptism
New Testament baptism is the immersion of a believer in
water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer's faith in a
crucified, buried, and risen Savior. Baptism emulates the
believer's death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the
resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus. It is a
testimony to his faith in the final resurrection of the dead.
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And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20

Lord’s Supper
The Lord's Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby
members of the church, through partaking of the bread and
the fruit of the vine, memorialize the death of Jesus and
anticipate His second coming.
But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because
when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse.
For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear
that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, for
there must be factions among you in order that those who are
genuine among you may be recognized. When you come
together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. For in eating,
each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry,
another gets drunk. What! Do you not have houses to eat and
drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those
who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you
in this? No, I will not. For I received from the Lord what I also
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it,
and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:17-26
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Love People
God did not design us to do life alone. We are made to crave
relationships and, as believers, we need each other. That’s
what church is, “a gathering of people.” Being connected as
a church family is an integral part of our lives as believers.
At Fusion City Church, we encourage everyone to Love
People by…

1. Participating in Connect Groups
The goal of joining a group is to grow in your walk with Jesus
around people that can support you in taking your next
steps. We believe life is better when you live in community.
Our groups are designed to help people connect with new
friends and to help people apply the Bible to their lives.

Accountability
Accountability is a necessity for less than perfect people. We
need each other to stay on track with what God wants in our
lives.
Two are better than one, because they have a good return for
their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.
But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. Also, if
two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep
warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend
themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
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Prayer
Praying together as a group brings more people in the mix of
the situations that we face in life. When we pray together as
a group, our celebrations are bigger and our burdens are
lighter.
Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands
without anger or disputing. 1 Timothy 2:8

2. Our Relationships
God created us as relational people and then gave us the
mission of communicating His story in our interactions with
those who are not yet followers of Christ. The life of a Christ
follower is one lived with an awareness of opportunities in
which we might share the good news of God’s love and
grace.

Building Intentional Relationships With
Unbelievers
As Christ-followers we should not limit our relationships only
to those that have common likes and interests. We are
called to intentionally connect with people outside of our faith
and beliefs so that they may be exposed to the gospel.
Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a
slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I
became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I
became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the
law), so as to win those under the law. To those not having the
law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free
from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not
having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I
have become all things to all people so that by all possible means
I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I
may share in its blessings. 1 Corinthians 9:19-23
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Inviting My Unchurched Friends To
Connect
The statistics are staggering when it comes to the
effectiveness of a personal recommendation of a
friend. There is no better communication strategy than word
of mouth. At Fusion City Church, we work diligently to
create an environment in which friends and family will feel
comfortable and welcome. By creating this environment, we
believe that those who are invited will have an opportunity to
respond to the salvation offered through Jesus.
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom
of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly realms. Ephesians 3:10
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Serve the World
The good news of what God has done for us is too important
to keep to ourselves. If we only Love God and Love People,
we will miss the purpose that God has given to us. We carry
the story of hope that the world needs to hear. Once we
have experienced the great love of God our natural response
is to share that love with others. At Fusion City Church, we
Serve the World by…

1. Serving Together
It is true, “two heads are better than one.” So, imagine the
impact several Christ-followers could have on a goal! When
we Serve the World, great things can happen.

Community
Relationships forged through service to others are some of
the strongest bonds that exist. People, united around a
common goal, frequently become the greatest of
friends. When Christ followers come together to positively
impact our community, the community benefits from our
service and so do our relationships to those with whom we
serve.
Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have
carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers,
you too will prosper. Jeremiah 29:7

Serving Each Other
One of the ways that God ministers to His children is through
other believers. Being a part of one of our volunteer teams
affords team members the opportunity to be God’s presence
in the lives of other believers.
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God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you
have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to
help them. Hebrews 6:10

2. Living A Life Of Generosity
Selfishness has no place in the life of the Christ-follower. We
want to be a church whose selfless generosity is unrivaled in
its reach and depth. We do this by…

Meeting Needs
God’s desire is that He would be known by the world. His
primary plan for revealing Himself to the world is through the
Church. By meeting the needs of those in the community
that we serve in Jesus’ name, we accomplish the primary
mission of the local church.
Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is
good, in order to provide for urgent needs and not live
unproductive lives. Titus 3:14

Giving
The New Testament records very clear accounts of Christfollowers supporting the local mission of the Church and
Jesus was very clear in describing the relationship between
our hearts and money. He said, “where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.” It is the hope of Fusion City
Church that its partners will be so moved by what Christ has
done for them personally, and by what they see God doing
through the church, that they will choose to support the
church financially.
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We believe that when that is true of every partner, the reach
of the gospel through our church will make a tremendous
impact locally and globally.
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7

3. Collaborating With Other Churches
We realize that the only way to accomplish the purpose that
God has given Fusion City Church is to link arms with other
local churches. Success is not measured by our weekend
attendance, but how well we are reaching out to those that
have yet to begin a relationship with Jesus. We feel this is
best accomplished by partnering with other churches in our
community.
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one, just as you,
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that
the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you
have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and
loved them even as you loved me. John 17:20-23
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Our Beliefs
In Essential Beliefs We Have Unity.
Ephesians 4:4-6

In Non-Essential Beliefs We Have Liberty.
Romans 14

In All Beliefs We Show Charity.
1 Corinthians 13:2

THE ESSENTIALS:
About God
God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has
eternally existed in three personalities: the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal and are one
God.
Genesis 1:1, 26, 27, 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter
1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14

About the Father
We believe in God the Father, an infinite, personal Spirit,
perfect in holiness, wisdom, power, and love. He concerns
himself mercifully in the affairs of men and women, hears
and answers prayer, and saves from sin and death all who
come to Him through Jesus Christ.
Matthew 7:11; James 1:17; Hebrews 12:5-11; John 15:16, 16:23;
Ephesians 2:18, 3:15; 1 Thessalonians 3:11
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About the Son
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He is co-equal with the
Father. Jesus lived a sinless human life and offered Himself
as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all people by dying on
a cross. He arose from the dead after three days to
demonstrate His power over sin and death. He ascended to
Heaven’s glory and will return again someday to Earth to
reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
Because of this... we accept that Jesus has given us direct
access to God. We call this the "priesthood of every
believer.” Therefore, we are all called to "full-time" ministry,
regardless of our vocation.
Matthew 1:22, 23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5; 14:10-30; Hebrews
4:14,15; 1 Corinthians 15:3,4; Romans 1:3,4; Acts 1:9-11; 1
Timothy 6:14,15; Titus 2:13

About the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of
God. He is present in the world to make men aware of their
need for Jesus Christ. He also lives in every Christian from
the moment of salvation. He provides the Christian with the
power for living, understanding of spiritual truth, and
guidance in doing what is right. He gives every believer a
spiritual gift when they are saved. As Christians, we seek to
live under His control daily.
Because of this... we practice life led by the Holy Spirit. We
believe the only way possible to live the Christian life is by
God’s power within us. So, we seek to practice a daily
dependence on God’s Spirit to enable us to do what is right.
2 Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13, 14:16, 17;
Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 2:12, 3:16;
Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 5:18
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About the Bible
The Bible is God’s Word to us. It was written by human
authors, under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit.
It is the supreme source of authority for Christian beliefs and
living. Because it is inspired by God, it is the
truth without any mixture of error.
Because of this... we accept the Bible as our sole authority.
Since God’s Word is the only completely reliable and truthful
authority, we accept the Bible as our manual for living. We
practice Bible reading, Bible study, and Bible memorization.
The Bible is the basis for all we believe.
2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20, 21; 2 Timothy 1:13; Psalm 119:
105,160, 12:6; Proverbs 30:5

About Eternity
People were created to exist forever. Heaven and Hell are
real places of eternal existence. We will either exist eternally
separated from God by sin, or eternally with God through
forgiveness and salvation.
John 3:16; John 14:17; Romans 6:23; Romans 8:17-18;
Revelation 20:15; I Corinthian 2:7-9

About Human Beings
People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him
in character. People are the supreme object of God’s
creation. Although every person has tremendous potential
for good, all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience
toward God called “sin.”
This attitude separates people
from God and causes many problems in life.
Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a; Romans 3:23;
Isaiah 59:1, 2
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About Salvation
Salvation is God’s free gift to us but we must accept it. We
can never make up for our sin by self-improvement or good
works. Only by trusting in Jesus Christ as God’s offer of
forgiveness can anyone be saved from sin’s penalty. When
we turn from our self-ruled life and turn to Jesus in faith, we
are saved. Eternal life begins the moment one receives
Jesus Christ into his life by faith.
Because of this... we believe that the true believer is secure
in that salvation for eternity. If you have been genuinely
saved, you cannot “lose” it. Salvation is maintained by the
grace and power of God, not by the self-effort of the
Christian.
Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8, 9; John 14:6, 1:12; Titus 3:5;
Galatians 3:26; Romans 5:17
Eternal Security: John 10:29; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 7:25,
10:10, 14; 1 Peter 1:3; 1 John 2:19
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Our Structure
Our structure is how we mobilize for the mission. Because of
this we have a simple structure that allows us the freedom to
do ministry efficiently.

Jesus is the head of the church.
We believe that Jesus is alive and active in our lives. The
church is referred to as the bride of Christ and we follow His
leadership in all matters concerning the church.
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers
or authorities; all things have been created through him and for
him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning
and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he
might have the supremacy. Colossians 1:15-18

Pastoral Leadership Team
The Pastoral Leadership Team is responsible for leading
and guiding the affairs of Fusion City Church. Each pastor
on the Pastoral Leadership Team has equal authority and
influence.
Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching
over them—not because you must, but because you are willing,
as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain,
but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but
being examples to the flock.
1 Peter 5:2-3
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Board of Advisors
This board is made up of people within Fusion City Church
who have demonstrated a high level of spiritual maturity.
They help provide counsel, accountability, and guidance to
the Pastoral Leadership Team.
Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they
succeed. Proverbs 15:22

Board of Overseers
This board is made up of qualified pastors outside of Fusion
City Church. These pastors help advise the Pastoral
Leadership Team and are a resource for Fusion City Church.
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all God’s holy
people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and
deacons. Philippians 1:1

Fusion City Church Partners
We have partners, not members, because membership
typically denotes only rights while partners have rights and
responsibilities. At Fusion City Church, we only ask partners
to do what the Bible clearly instructs every Christ-follower to
do.
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe
came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. And all who believed were together
and had all things in common. And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all,
as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all
the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those
who were being saved. Acts 2:42-47
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Our Commitment
Partners of Fusion City Church are the people who have
committed to carry out the mission of the church. Each
partner shares in the responsibilities that make the vision of
Fusion City Church a reality.
1. LOVE GOD.
I can do this by…
• Spending time with Him in prayer.
• Setting aide time to be alone with God in His word.
• Faithfully attend a weekend worship experience.
2. LOVE PEOPLE.
I can do this by…
• Participating in a Connect Group.
• Developing and sharing my story with others.
• Building intentional relationships with non-believers.
3. SERVE THE WORLD.
I can do this by…
• Serving on one of the church’s volunteer teams.
• Joining with other Christ-followers to serve my
community.
• Living a life of generosity.
4. PARTNER WITH A LOCAL CHURCH.
Because…
• Jesus is committed to the church.
• God called us to be an active part of the global church.
• It identifies those who are committed to the vision and
mission of the church.
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NOTES &
PREP-WORK
This section is designed for you to take notes from Sunday’s
message. Taking notes is proven to enhance retention of
important information.
There is designated space in the section for you to record
your answers from the Connect Group prep-work guide and
space for you to journal during your “ME Time.”
By taking notes, completing the prep-work questions, and
journaling, you are sure to be well prepared for Connect
Group; but more importantly, you will hear God speaking!
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“ME Time”
We typically think of “Me Time’ as a time that we get alone
with our self for the purpose of seeking some down-time or
some time to be alone. Our hope is that this will be a time of
resting and refreshing our minds. However, more often than
not, we are unsuccessful! That is because we cannot
possibly reset our own minds! The only way to truly reset our
minds—our life—is to Listen to our Creator.
“ME Time” should never be just you, it should be you and
God. Fusion City Church encourages you to set aside time
to engage in intimate fellowship with God. During which, if
you listen to God, you will hear Him speak to you through
His Word, the Bible.
There are two main questions that will help you stay focused
and get the most out of your “ME Time.” The first question is,
“What is the Meaning of the passage?” and the second
question is, “How are you going to Engage with God
because of the passage?” “M” is for “Meaning” and “E” is for
“Engaging.”

Question 1:
What is the MEANING of the
passage?
Another way to ask the question is, “What did the text MEAN
to the biblical audience?” Try to see as much as possible in
the text. Look, look, and look again, observing all that you
can. Scrutinize the grammar and analyze all significant
words (Therefore, likewise, but, for, etc.). Study the historical
and literary contexts. How does your passage relate to those
that precede it and those that follow it?
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After completing this, summarize the meaning of the
passage for the biblical audience into one or two sentences.
Use past-tense verbs and refer to the biblical audience. For
example:
•
•
•

God commanded the Israelites in Joshua 1 to . . .
Paul exhorted the Ephesians to . . .
Jesus encouraged his disciples by . . .

Be specific. Do not generalize or try to develop theological
principles yet.

Question 2:
How are you going to ENGAGE with
God because of the passage?
We cannot leave the biblical MEANING of the text stranded
in the past; we must grapple with how it applies in real-life
situations today; we must discover the main biblical principle
of the passage.
To help discover the main biblical principle of the passage,
think through these questions.
•
•
•

What are the differences between the biblical audience
and you?
What are the similarities between the biblical audience
and you?
What is a broader, or more general, MEANING of the
passage as it relates to the differences and the
similarities between you and the biblical audience?

While for each passage there will usually be only a few (and
often only one) biblical principles relevant for all Christians
today, there will be numerous application possibilities. This is
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because Christians today find themselves in many different
specific situations. Each of us will grasp and apply the same
biblical principle in slightly different ways, depending on our
current life situation and where we are in our relationship
with God.
These study instructions were adapted from a much more detailed
article based on the book Grasping God's Word by J. Scott Duvall
and J. Daniel Hays. See appendix A for the article in its entirety.
The article was published by ZA Blog on June 10th, 2015 at
zondervanacademic.com.
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Scripture:

Notes:
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Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…
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What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?
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JANUARY • 28
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:
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Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

38

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

39

FEBRUARY • 4
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

40

41

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

42

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

43

FEBRUARY • 11
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

44

45

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

46

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

47

FEBRUARY • 18
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

48

49

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

50

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

51

FEBRUARY • 25
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

52

53

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

54

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

55

MARCH • 4
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

56

57

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

58

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

59

MARCH • 11
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

60

61

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

62

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

63

MARCH • 18
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

64

65

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

66

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

67

MARCH • 25
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

68

69

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

70

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

71

APRIL • 1
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

72

73

APRIL • 8
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

74

75

APRIL • 15
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

76

77

APRIL • 22
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

78

79

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

80

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

81

APRIL • 29
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

82

83

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

84

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

85

MAY • 6
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

86

87

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

88

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

89

MAY • 13
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

90

91

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

92

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

93

MAY • 20
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

94

95

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

96

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

97

MAY • 27
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

98

99

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

100

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

101

JUNE • 3
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

102

103

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

104

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

105

JUNE • 10
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

106

107

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

108

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

109

JUNE • 17
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

110

111

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

112

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

113

JUNE • 24
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

114

115

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

116

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

117

JULY • 1
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

118

119

JULY • 8
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

120

121

JULY • 15
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

122

123

JULY • 22
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

124

125

JULY • 29
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

126

127

AUGUST • 5
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

128

129

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

130

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

131

AUGUST • 12
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

132

133

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

134

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

135

AUGUST • 19
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

136

137

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

138

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

139

AUGUST • 26
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

140

141

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

142

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

143

SEPTEMBER • 2
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

144

145

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

146

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

147

SEPTEMBER • 9
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

148

149

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

150

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

151

SEPTEMBER • 16
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

152

153

SEPTEMBER • 23
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

154

155

SEPTEMBER • 30
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

156

157

OCTOBER • 7
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

158

159

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

160

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

161

OCTOBER • 14
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

162

163

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

164

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

165

OCTOBER • 21
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

166

167

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

168

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

169

OCTOBER • 28
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

170

171

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

172

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

173

NOVEMBER • 4
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

174

175

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

176

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

177

NOVEMBER • 11
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

178

179

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

180

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

181

NOVEMBER • 18
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

182

183

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

184

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

185

NOVEMBER • 25
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

186

187

Icebreaker:

What stood out to you from the message?

What challenged you from the message?

What questions do you have about the message?

Set aside some “Me Time” to be alone and to connect
with God through this passage…

188

What is the MEANING of this week’s passage?

How are you going to ENGAGE with God because of this
week’s passage?

189

DECEMBER • 2
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

190

191

DECEMBER • 9
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

192

193

DECEMBER • 16
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

194

195

DECEMBER • 23
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

196

197

DECEMBER • 30
Series Title:
Scripture:

Notes:

198

199

Appendix A
Understanding Any
Biblical Text
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5 STEPS TO UNDERSTANDING ANY BIBLICAL TEXT:
THE INTERPRETIVE JOURNEY FROM “GRASPING
GOD’S WORD”
How can we know what the Bible means?
This extract from Grasping God’s Word may serve as a
quick guide to “the interpretive journey.” This is a journey we
must take — across the barriers of time, culture, language,
and other differences — if we are to rightly understand the
Bible. Read on as authors J. Scott Duvall and J. Daniel Hays
sketch the interpretive journey before us.
Many of us want to be able to dig deeper into [God’s] Word.
We want to see more and to understand more of the biblical
text. We also want to know that we understand the Bible
correctly. That is, we want to be confident that we can pull
the actual truth out of a text and not just develop an arbitrary,
fanciful, or incorrect interpretation. Our book is designed for
such people.
The process of interpreting and grasping the Bible is similar
to embarking on a journey. Reading the text thoroughly and
carefully lies at the beginning of the journey. From this
careful reading we become able to determine what the
passage meant in the biblical context — that is, what it
meant to the biblical audience.
Often, however, when we try to apply this meaning directly to
ourselves, we run into problems. We are separated from the
biblical audience by culture and customs, language,
situation, and a vast expanse of time. These differences
form a barrier — a river that separates us from the text and
that often prohibits us from grasping the meaning of the text
for ourselves.
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If that were not enough, the Old Testament widens the river
by adding another major interpretive barrier that separates
us from the audience. Between the Old Testament biblical
audience and Christian readers today lies a change in
covenant. We as New Testament believers are under the
new covenant, and we approach God through the sacrifice of
Christ. The Old Testament people, however, were under the
old covenant, and for them the law was central. In other
words, the theological situation for the two groups is
different. There is a covenant barrier between the Old
Testament audience and us because we are under different
covenants.
Thus, the river between the Old Testament text and us
consists not only of culture, language, situation, and time,
but also of covenant. We have much more in common with
the New Testament audience; yet even in the New
Testament, the different culture, language, and specific
situations can present a formidable barrier to our desire to
grasp the meaning of the text. The river is often too deep
and too wide simply to wade across.
As a result, today’s Christian is often uncertain about how to
interpret much of the Bible. How should we understand
Leviticus 19:19, which prohibits wearing a garment made of
two types of material? Does this mean that obedient
Christians should wear only 100 percent cotton clothes? In
Judges 6:37 Gideon puts out a fleece in order to confirm
what God has told him. Does this mean that we should put
out fleeces when we seek God’s leading?
Passages in the New Testament are not always much
clearer. For example, Peter walks on the water in Matthew
14:29. Does this mean that we should attempt to walk on
water in our obedience to Christ? If not, what does it mean
and how can we apply it to our lives today? Even if we
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cannot walk on water, how do we cross the river that
separates us from the text?
Any attempt to interpret and to apply the Bible involves trying
to cross the river. While often unconscious of their
interpretive method, many Christians today nonetheless
frequently employ an intuitive or feels-right approach to
interpretation. If the text looks as if it could be applied
directly, then they attempt to apply it directly. If not, then they
take a spiritualizing approach to the meaning — an approach
that borders on allegorizing the biblical text (which shows
little or no sensitivity to the biblical context). Or else they
simply shrug their shoulders and move on to another
passage, ignoring the meaning of the text altogether.
Such approaches will never land us safely on the other side
of the river. Those using the intuitive approach blindly wade
out into the river, hoping that the water is not more than knee
deep. Sometimes they are fortunate and stumble onto a
The process of interpreting and grasping the Bible is similar
to embarking on a journey. Reading the text thoroughly and
carefully lies at the beginning of the sandbar, but often they
step out into deep water, and they end up washed ashore
somewhere downstream. Those who spiritualize, by
contrast, try to jump the river in one grand leap, but they also
end up washed ashore downstream with their intuitive
buddies. Shrugging or ignoring a passage is to remain on
the far side of the river and simply to gaze across without
even attempting to cross.
Many Christians are admittedly uncomfortable with such
approaches,
recognizing
the
somewhat
willy-nilly
methodology and the extreme subjectivity involved, but they
continue to use it because it is the only method they know.
How do we move from the world of the biblical audience to
the world of today?
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This book [Grasping God’s Word] addresses how to cross
over that river into the world of today. We need a valid,
legitimate approach to the Bible, one that is not based strictly
on intuition and feeling. We need an approach that derives
meaning from within the text, but one that also crosses over
to the situation for today’s Christian.
We also need a consistent approach, one that can be used
on any passage. Such an approach should eliminate the
habit of skipping over texts and surfing along through the
Bible looking for passages that might apply. A consistent
approach should allow us to dig into any passage with a
method to determine the meaning of that text for us today.
We need an approach that does not leave us stranded on
the banks of the interpretive river and one that does not
dump us into the river to be washed ashore downstream. We
need a way to study the Bible to cross over the river with
validity and accuracy. Our goal in this book is to take you on
the journey across the river, to transport you from the text
and the world of the biblical audience to a valid
understanding and application of the text for Christians
today.
BASICS OF THE JOURNEY
Our goal is to grasp the meaning of the text God has
intended. We do not create meaning out of a text; rather, we
seek to find the meaning that is already there. However, we
recognize that we cannot apply the meaning for the ancient
audience directly to us today because of the river that
separates us (culture, time, situation, covenant, etc.).
Following the steps of the Interpretive Journey provides us
with a procedure that allows us to take the meaning for the
ancient audience and to cross over the river to determine a
legitimate meaning for us today.
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This journey works on the premise that the Bible is a record
of God’s communication of himself and his will to us. We
revere the Bible and treat it as holy because it is the Word of
God and because God reveals himself to us through this
Word. Many texts in the Bible are specific, concrete,
revelatory expressions of broader, universal realities or
theological principles. While the specifics of a particular
passage may only apply to the particular situation of the
biblical audience, the theological principles revealed in that
text are applicable to all of God’s people at all times. The
theological principle, therefore, has meaning and application
both to the ancient biblical audience and to Christians today.
Because the theological principle has meaning and
application to both audiences, it functions as a bridge
spanning the river of differences. Rather than blindly wading
out into the river, foolishly attempting to jump across the river
in one short hop, or wishfully gazing at the other shore
without ever crossing, we can safely cross over the river on
the bridge that the theological principle provides.
Constructing this principlizing bridge will be one of the critical
steps in our Interpretive Journey.
Thus, our journey starts with a careful reading of the text.
Our final destination is to grasp the meaning of the text so
that it changes our lives. It is an exciting trip, but one that
requires hard work. There are no easy shortcuts.
THE BASIC INTERPRETIVE JOURNEY INVOLVES FIVE
STEPS:
Step 1: Grasping the Text in Their Town
Question: What did the text mean to the biblical audience?
The first part of Step 1 is to read the text carefully and
observe it. In Step 1, try to see as much as possible in the
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text. Look, look, and look again, observing all that you can.
Scrutinize the grammar and analyze all significant words.
Likewise, study the historical and literary contexts. How does
your passage relate to those that precede it and those that
follow it?
After completing all of this study, synthesize the meaning of
the passage for the biblical audience into one or two
sentences. That is, write out what the passage meant for the
biblical audience. Use past-tense verbs and refer to the
biblical audience. For example:
God commanded the Israelites in Joshua 1 to . . .
Paul exhorted the Ephesians to . . .
Jesus encouraged his disciples by . . .
Be specific. Do not generalize or try to develop theological
principles yet.
Step 2: Measuring the Width of the River to Cross
Question: What are the differences between the biblical
audience and us?
As mentioned above, the Christian today is separated from
the biblical audience by differences in culture, language,
situation, time, and often covenant. These differences form a
river that hinders us from moving straight from meaning in
their context to meaning in ours. The width of the river,
however, varies from passage to passage. Sometimes it is
extremely wide, requiring a long, substantial bridge for
crossing. Other times, however, it is a narrow creek that we
can easily hop over. It is obviously important to know just
how wide the river is before we start trying to construct a
principlizing bridge across it.
In Step 2 you will take a good hard look at the river and
determine just how wide it is for the passage you are
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studying. In this step you look for significant differences
between our situation today and the situation of the biblical
audience. If you are studying an Old Testament passage,
also be sure to identify those significant theological
differences that came as a result of the life and work of
Jesus Christ.
In addition, whether in the Old Testament or in the New
Testament, try to identify any unique aspects of the situation
of your passage. For example, in Joshua 1:1 – 9, the people
of Israel are preparing to enter the Promised Land. Moses
has just died and Joshua has been appointed to take his
place. In this passage God speaks to Joshua to encourage
him to be strong and faithful in the upcoming conquest of the
land. What are the differences? We are not entering or
conquering the Promised Land. We are not the new leaders
of the nation of Israel. We are not under the old covenant.
Step 3: Crossing the Principlizing Bridge
Question: What is the theological principle in this text?
This is perhaps the most challenging step. In it you are
looking for the theological principle or principles that are
reflected in the meaning of the text you identified in Step 1.
Remember that this theological principle is part of the
meaning. Your task is not to create the meaning but to
discover the meaning intended by the author. As God gives
specific expressions to specific biblical audiences, he is also
giving universal theological teachings for all of his people
through these same texts.
To determine the theological principle, first recall the
differences you identified in Step 2. Next, try to identify any
similarities between the situation of the biblical audience and
our situation. For example, consider Joshua 1:1 – 9 again.
Recall, of course, the differences that we identified in Step 2.
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But then note the similarities between the biblical situation
and our own. We are also the people of God, in covenant
relationship (new covenant); while we are not the leaders of
Israel, nonetheless many of us are in leadership positions in
the church; we are not invading the Promised Land, but we
are seeking to obey the will of God and to accomplish what
he has commanded us to do.
After reviewing the differences and identifying the
similarities, return to the meaning for the biblical audience
that you described in Step 1 and try to identify a broader
theological principle reflected in the text, but also one that
relates to the similarities between us and the biblical
audience. In essence, the theological principle is the same
as the “theological message” or the “main theological point”
of the passage. (We will discuss in more detail how to
develop theological principles in chapter 10.) We will use this
theological principle as the principlizing bridge by which we
can cross over the river of differences.
We can summarize the criteria for formulating the theological
principle with the following:
The principle should be reflected in the text. The principle
should be timeless and not tied to a specific situation. The
principle should not be culturally bound. The principle should
correspond to the teaching of the rest of Scripture. The
principle should be relevant to both the biblical and the
contemporary audience.
Write out the theological principle (or principles) in one or
two sentences. Use present-tense verbs.
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Step 4: Consult the Biblical Map
Question: How does our theological principle fit with the rest
of the Bible?
During this step you must enter the parts-whole spiral. That
is, you reflect back and forth between the text and the
teachings of the rest of Scripture. Is your principle consistent
with the rest of Scripture? Do other portions of Scripture add
insight or qualification to the principle? If your principle is
valid, it ought to “fit” or “correlate” with the rest of the Bible.
If you are studying an Old Testament passage, consulting
the biblical map (Step 4) is especially important, for here you
will run your theological principle through the grid of the New
Testament, looking for what the New Testament adds to that
principle or how the New Testament modifies it. Keep in
mind that we read and interpret the Old Testament as
Christians. That is, although we believe that the Old
Testament is part of God’s inspired Word to us, we do not
want to ignore the cross and thus interpret and apply this
literature as if we were Old Testament Hebrews. We affirm
that we are New Testament Christians, and we will interpret
the Old Testament from that vantage point.
Thus at the end of this step, sometimes you will need to
reword your theological principle slightly to ensure that it fits
with the rest of Scripture. Don’t ignore the elements you
initially drew on in Step 3, but now fine-tune your principle if
it needs it.
Step 5: Grasping the Text in Our Town
Question: How should individual Christians today live out the
theological principles?
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In Step 5 we apply the theological principle to the specific
situation of individual Christians in the church today. We
cannot leave the meaning of the text stranded in an abstract
theological principle. We must now grapple with how we
should respond to that principle in our town. How does it
apply in real-life situations today?
While for each passage there will usually be only a few (and
often only one) theological principles relevant for all
Christians today, there will be numerous applicational
possibilities. This is because Christians today find
themselves in many different specific situations. Each of us
will grasp and apply the same theological principle in slightly
different ways, depending on our current life situation and
where we are in our relationship with God. In our illustration,
we have tried to show the different applications possible by
showing different individuals traveling on different streets.
(The application step will be discussed in much more detail
in chapter 13.)
So, the Interpretive Journey as a whole looks like this:
•
•
•
•
•

Step 1: Grasp the text in their town. What did the text
mean to the original audience?
Step 2: Measure the width of the river to cross. What are
the differences between the biblical audience and us?
Step 3: Cross the principlizing bridge. What is the
theological principle in this text?
Step 4: Consult the biblical map. How does our
theological principle fit with the rest of the Bible?
Step 5: Grasp the text in our town. How should individual
Christians today live out the theological principles?
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AN EXAMPLE — JOSHUA 1:1 – 9
We have mentioned Joshua 1:1 – 9 several times already.
Let’s make the formal trip from this Old Testament passage
to life today to illustrate how the Interpretive Journey works.
The passage is as follows:
“After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord
said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: “Moses my servant
is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to
cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to
them — to the Israelites. I will give you every place where
you set your foot, as I promised Moses. Your territory will
extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river,
the Euphrates — all the Hittite country — to the
Mediterranean Sea in the west. No one will be able to stand
against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so
I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. Be
strong and courageous, because you will lead these people
to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them.
“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the
law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the
right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you
go. Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and
successful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.””
Step 1: What did the text mean to the biblical audience?
The Lord commanded Joshua, the new leader of Israel, to
draw strength and courage from God’s empowering
presence, to be obedient to the law of Moses, and to
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meditate on the law so that he would be successful in the
conquest of the Promised Land.
Step 2: What are the differences between the biblical
audience and us?
We are not leaders of the nation Israel (although some of us
may be leaders in the church). We are not embarking on the
conquest of Canaan, the Promised Land. We are not under
the old covenant of law.
Step 3: What is the theological principle in this text?
To be effective in serving God and successful in the task to
which he has called us, we must draw strength and courage
from his presence. We must also be obedient to God’s
Word, meditating on it constantly.
Step 4: How does our theological principle fit with the
rest of the Bible?
The rest of the Bible consistently affirms that God’s people
can draw strength and courage from his presence. In the
New Testament believers experience God’s presence
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit rather than through
his presence in the tabernacle. Likewise, throughout both the
Old Testament and the New Testament God’s people are
exhorted to pay close, obedient attention to his Word.
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Step 5: How should individual Christians today live out
the theological principles?
There are numerous possible applications. Here are a few
suggested ones:
Spend more time meditating on God’s Word by listening to
Christian music as you ride in your car.
If God calls you to a new, scary ministry, such as teaching
fourth-grade Sunday school, then be strengthened and
encouraged by his empowering presence. Be obedient,
keeping a focus on the Scriptures.
If you are in a church leadership position, realize that
successful Christian leadership requires strength and
courage that flows from the presence of God.
THE JOURNEY AND GRASPING GOD’S WORD
The Interpretive Journey is actually a blueprint for this book
[Grasping God’s Word]. In part 1 we have looked first at an
overview of Bible translation and how we got the English
Bible (chapter 1). In the next three chapters, we will focus on
how to observe and read the biblical text carefully. We start
with smaller, simpler units of text (chapter 3) and then move
on to more complex and longer units of text (chapters 4 and
5).
In part 2 we spend time discussing contexts, both theirs (the
ancient audience) and ours (the modern readers). We first
explore historical and cultural contexts (chapter 6). Next we
probe into the issue of preunderstanding (i.e., our context) in
chapter 7. Then in chapter 8 we examine literary context. We
wrap up this unit by learning how to do word studies within
these contexts (chapter 9). All of these chapters in part 1
and part 2 give us skills necessary to get our feet firmly
planted into Step 1.
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Part 3 focuses on the theory needed to identify and construct
the principlizing bridge, to cross over the river of differences,
and to grasp the meaning of the text in a way that changes
our lives in the world today. Chapter 10 deals with what
meaning is and who controls it (author or reader?). Chapter
11 delves into some issues related to the theological
principle and the concept of meaning. Are there deeper
levels of meaning? Is there one meaning or numerous
meanings for a passage? Chapter 12 then explores the role
of the Holy Spirit in this whole interpretive process. Step 5
(application) is the focus of chapter 13, helping us to move
on from head knowledge to actual life-changing behavior. In
other words, while in chapter 2 we have introduced the
Journey to you, the rest of part 1 as well as part 2 and part 3
expand on the Interpretive Journey, describing in more detail
the interpretive issues you will face along the way.
In part 4 we focus on how to take the Interpretive Journey
within the New Testament. In this unit we leave the
theoretical discussions of part 3 and move into the actual
practice of interpreting and applying the New Testament. We
teach you how to take the Journey with passages from
different types or genres of New Testament literature.
Chapters 14 – 17 cover, respectively, New Testament
Letters, the Gospels, Acts, and Revelation. These chapters
pull together everything you learned in parts 1 – 3, teaching
you how to apply your new skills to the New Testament.
Finally, part 5 addresses some of the specific challenges
and opportunities of interpreting and applying the Old
Testament. First, in the introduction, we refine the steps of
the journey to fit the Old Testament situation more closely.
Then, as in part 4, we teach you how to take the Interpretive
Journey with passages from the different types of Old
Testament genres. Chapters 18 – 22 sharpen your tools for
grasping passages from the entire range of Old Testament
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literature: narrative, law, poetry, prophetic literature, and
wisdom literature.
Are you ready to move forward into the exciting realm of
interpretation and application? There are lots of interesting
biblical passages ahead of you. Work hard! The rewards are
great.
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Appendix B
2018 Calendar
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