
 

 

 

 

Small Group Discussion  

  
 Say the point and Bible verse together. 
 

Think. Pray. Then follow. 
Matthew 15:14 NIRV  
“… If a blind person leads another who is blind, both 
of them will fall into a pit.” 
 

1. What does this Bible verse mean? Following 
someone who doesn’t know God’s way is dangerous. 
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WEEK 1 FOLLOW WISELY  

 

 

 
  

Small Group Welcome 
 

 Choose a few review questions. 
  

1. Who is always the best example to follow? Jesus 
2. What clues can you look for to see if someone is a 

good example? They love God, obey leaders, love 
others, make wise choices, are respectful, honest, 
caring, helpful, etc. 

3. Think about the Bible story (1 Kings 12:12-16). 
What do you think made Rehoboam follow the 
advice of the men his own age? Answers will vary. 

4. What do you think you would do if your friend set 
a bad example? Answers will vary, but steer kids 
toward loving their friend without copying them. 

5. What do you think will happen if you follow 
someone’s godly example? Answers will vary. 

1. Introduce yourself, and welcome new kids by name. 
2. Kids share what happened during the past week. 
3. Check up on past week’s prayer requests and events. 
4. Discuss the welcome question: Which flavor of 

pudding is your favorite? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Small Group Activity 
 

 

  

You’ll Need 
Per Kid Nothing 
Per Group 2 blindfolds 

After Activity 
Kids Keep Nothing 
You Keep The blindfolds (Save for later use.) 

To Do 
Say: Who wants to walk around wearing a blindfold? Don’t 
worry, you’ll have someone to lead you—but they’ll be 
blindfolded, too! 
1. Put the blindfolds on two volunteers. 
2. Assign one as “leader” and the other as “follower.” 
3. The other kids in the group choose spots to stand 

near the blindfolded kids and freeze. 
4. The “leader” tries to lead the “follower” around 

without touching or running into anything. 
5. When they touch or run into something, remove the 

blindfolds. Note: If they successfully get out of the 
group, make sure they move very slowly and keep 
them from bumping into things that could hurt them. 

Say: Following a blind leader doesn’t work too well, does 
it? That’s why we think and pray before we follow! 
6. If time allows, repeat the game with different kids. 

Ask this after the activity. 
1. What was difficult for you when your leader was 

blindfolded? Answers will vary. 

 

 

 Choose an action step question. 
 

1. Name some people who are godly examples to 
you. Answers will vary. 

2. What can help you remember to think and pray 
before you follow someone? Answers will vary; 
ideas: practice it, write it down, put a note on your 
mirror, ask someone to help you, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pray together. 
 

1. Ask kids to share things they’d like to pray about. 
2. Write down their prayer requests. 
3. Pray together over the prayer requests. 
Not sure what to pray? Pray this: God, please help us to 
think and pray before we follow someone’s example. 
Thank You for giving us wisdom. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Check Out  

 
Stay in small groups until kids are checked out. 

  

 1. Talk about earning points by returning the Challenge 
Card, and play the game again. 

2. When a kid from your small group leaves, say 
something positive and specific to their family. 

3. Encourage families to do the Challenge Card 
together. 

 

 

 

 

Please save questions on back for Small Group Discussion.  



 

 

	
	

 

 

Small Group Discussion 
 

  
 Say the point and Bible verse together. 
 

Kids can be a godly example! 
1 Timothy 4:12 NIRV Don’t let anyone look down on 
you because you are young. Set an example for the 
believers in what you say and in how you live. … 
1. What does this Bible verse tell young people to 

do? Set an example with godly words and choices. 

SMALL GROUP LEADER GUIDE 
 

 

IN THE LEAD 
WEEK 2 KIDS CAN LEAD  

 

 

 
  

Small Group Welcome 
 

 Choose a few review questions. 
  

1. What’s more important to be a leader: living like 
Jesus or your age? Living like Jesus 

2. What do you think you should do if older people 
won’t listen to you because you’re a kid? Answers 
will vary. Ideas: pray about it, keep setting a godly 
example, ask someone else for help, etc. 

3. How can you be a leader when you’re not in 
charge? Lead by being a godly example: use kind 
words and make good choices. 

4. How do you think you can tell if you’re being a 
godly example? Answers will vary.  

5. Name a godly example you know. Answers will vary. 

1. Introduce yourself, and welcome new kids by name. 
2. Kids share what happened during the past week. 
3. Check up on past week’s prayer requests and events. 
4. Discuss the welcome question: What would it be 

like if kids were in charge of the world? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Small Group Activity 
 

 

  

You’ll Need 
Per Kid Nothing 
Per Group 1 Old Maid card set 

1 Kid Card activity supplement 

After Activity 
Kids Keep Nothing 
You Keep The Old Maid cards and the activity 

supplement (Save for later use.) 

To Do 
Say: No matter how young you are, you can be a leader! 
Let’s play a game about that! 
1. Deal one card to each kid in your group. 
2. Kids show their cards and decide which card shows 

the youngest person. Babies and animals don’t count. 
If you’re not sure, use the activity supplement to help. 

3. The kid with the youngest card (that is not a baby or 
an animal) does an action and the other kids copy 
them. Use the activity supplement for fun action ideas. 

4. Collect the cards, place them on the bottom of the 
stack, and repeat steps 1-3 as time allows. 

Choose a question to ask after the activity. 
1. What do you think it’s like to be a grown-up? 

Answers will vary. 
2. Talk about a time you were a good example for 

someone older. Answers will vary. 

 

 

 Choose an action step question. 
 

1. Who do you think is already watching your 
example? Answers will vary.  

2. What can you do to be a better leader and example 
for them? Answers will vary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pray together. 
 

1. Ask kids to share things they’d like to pray about. 
2. Write down their prayer requests. 
3. Pray together over the prayer requests. 
Not sure what to pray? Pray this: God, please help all of 
us set a godly example, no matter how old we are. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Check Out  

 
Stay in small groups until kids are checked out. 

  

 1. Talk about earning points by returning the Challenge 
Card, and play the game again. 

2. When a kid from your small group leaves, say 
something positive and specific to their family. 

3. Encourage families to do the Challenge Card 
together. 

 

 

 

 

Please save questions on back for Small Group Discussion.  



 

 

	

	
	 	

 

 

Small Group Discussion  

  
 Say the point and Bible verse together. 
 

I can obey the leaders God gave me. 
Colossians 3:20 NLT  
Children, always obey your parents, for this pleases 
the Lord. 
1. Think about the Bible verse. How often should we 

obey trusted parents and leaders? All the time 
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Small Group Welcome 
 

 Choose a few review questions. 
  

1. What are some good consequences when you 
obey? It pleases God, earns respect and trust, keeps 
you safe, helps your leaders take care of you, etc. 

2. What are some bad consequences when you 
disobey? Lose trust, lose privileges, get in trouble, get 
hurt, make it harder for leaders to care for you, etc. 

3. If you’ve already disobeyed a lot, what do you 
think you can do to get back on the right track? 
Ask forgiveness from leaders, try again, ask God to 
help you obey, ask a trusted leader to help you, etc. 

4. What reasons do you think trusted leaders have 
for giving you rules? Answers will vary. 

1. Introduce yourself, and welcome new kids by name. 
2. Kids share what happened during the past week. 
3. Check up on past week’s prayer requests and events. 
4. Discuss the question: What do you usually do when 

you meet a new teacher?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Small Group Activity 
 

 

  

You’ll Need 
Per Kid Nothing  
Per Group Leader May I activity supplement 

After Activity 
Kids Keep Nothing 
You Keep The activity supplement (Save for later 

use.) 

To Do 
Say: Let’s see how well you can obey your leader! 
1. Line kids up about 10 feet away from you. 
2. Each kid takes turns asking you, “Leader may I …” 

followed by a certain action to get closer to you. For 
example, “Leader, may I take two steps forward?”  

3. It’s your choice as to whether you want to say, “Yes, 
you may,” or “No, you may not.”  

4. If you say, “No, you may not,” offer an alternative 
action so the kid can still move forward. Use the 
activity supplement for fun ideas. 

5. The kid who asked can choose to obey you and move 
forward, or they have to return to the start. 

6. The game is over when everyone reaches you. 
7. If time allows, play again. 

Ask this after the activity. 
1. When was it easy to obey in the game? When was 

it harder to obey? Answers will vary. 

 

 

 Choose an action step question. 
 

1. Name some trusted leaders you can obey this 
week. Answers will vary. 

2. When you don’t feel like obeying, what will help 
you obey, anyway? Pray, remember the Bible verse, 
think of good things that happen when you obey, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pray together. 
 

1. Ask kids to share things they’d like to pray about. 
2. Write down their prayer requests. 
3. Pray together over the prayer requests. 
Not sure what to pray? Pray this: God, show me who 
my trusted leaders are. Please help me to obey them all 
the time. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Check Out  

 
Stay in small groups until kids are checked out. 

  

 1. Talk about earning points by returning the Challenge 
Card, and play the game again, with a kid as leader. 

2. When a kid from your small group leaves, say 
something positive and specific to their family. 

3. Encourage families to do the Challenge Card 
together. 

 

 

 

 

Please save questions on back for Small Group Discussion.  



 

 

	
	

 

 

Small Group Discussion  

  
 Say the point and Bible verse together. 
 

Fight evil and make a difference! 
Romans 12:21 NLT  
Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing 
good.  
1. When something evil is going on, what does the 

Bible verse tell us to do? Fight evil by doing good. 
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Small Group Welcome 
 

 Choose a few review questions. 
  

1. How do you think doing something good can fight 
evil? Answers will vary. 

2. When you need to make a difference, who can you 
ask for help? God; a trusted leader; etc. 

3. How can you tell the difference between 
something evil and something that you just don’t 
like? Pray about it and talk to a trusted leader. 

4. How does it help other people when you do good 
to make a difference? Others might be inspired to 
help out, too; you might solve some problems, etc. 

5. How can you stay safe when the evil thing you 
want to change could hurt you? Talk to a trusted 
leader, first, and get help before you do anything.  

1. Introduce yourself, and welcome new kids by name. 
2. Kids share what happened during the past week. 
3. Check up on past week’s prayer requests and events. 
4. Discuss the question: What would you do if your 

best friend had to move away? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Small Group Activity 
 

 

  

You’ll Need 
Per Kid 5 3”x5” sticky notes 
Per Group 1 set of markers 
Per Room 1 package of sticky tack 

6’ strips of butcher paper (as needed) 

After Activity 
Kids Keep Nothing 
You Keep The markers (Save for later use.) 

*All groups share the strips of butcher paper. Leave strips 
on the wall for all services, adding new ones as needed. 

To Do 
1. Look at the butcher paper strip on the wall. If it is full 

of sticky notes, ask someone to put up another strip. 
Say: We’re going to build a wall to make a difference like 
Nehemiah did. These sticky notes are your bricks. Think of 
some evil, bad situations that bother you. Write or draw 
good things you can do make a difference. 
2. Kids draw or write good things on 5 “bricks” each. 
3. Kids place “bricks” on butcher paper to build a “wall.” 
4. If time allows, play an easy game to keep kids busy, 

like the telephone game or Simon says. 

Choose a question to ask during the activity. 
1. What are you writing on your bricks? Answers will 

vary. 
2. What do you think would happen if we did the 

things we wrote on those bricks? Answers will vary. 

 

 

 Choose an action step question. 
 

1. What is something good you’re going to do this 
week to make a difference? Answers will vary. 

2. Name a leader or a parent who can help you. 
Answers will vary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pray together. 
 

1. Ask kids to share things they’d like to pray about. 
2. Write down their prayer requests. 
3. Pray together over the prayer requests. 
Not sure what to pray? Pray this: God, please show us 
the good things you created us to do to make a difference. 
In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Check Out  

 
Stay in small groups until kids are checked out. 

  

 1. Talk about earning points by returning the Challenge 
Card, and play the telephone game or Simon says. 

2. When a kid from your small group leaves, say 
something positive and specific to their family. 

3. Encourage families to do the Challenge Card 
together. 

 

 

 

 

Please save questions on back for Small Group Discussion.  


