
Confident of the 
presence and 
guidance of the      
Holy Spirit 
throughout the entire 
journey, your Pastor 
Search Team is 
thrilled and honored 
to introduce you to 
our candidate for 
Senior Pastor.  

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:6-7 

     Rev. Jeffrey P. Reynolds, Ph.D. 



It is with excitement and anticipation 

that we, the Pastor Search Team, with 

the endorsement of the church 

body, recommend 

Reverend Jeff 

Reynolds for the 

position of 

Senior Pastor. 

We have 

reached this 

decision through 

many hours of 

research and more 

importantly, prayer.  We 

know you have been praying alongside 

us for  God to guide our team to the  

One He has been preparing to 

lead our church.  We cannot 

thank you enough for your 

prayers and support 

throughout the past 

18 months.  

Without question, 

we have felt the 

guidance of the 

Holy Spirit 

throughout this 

process and come to 

you with a strong sense 

of joy and peace in our belief 

and conviction that Jeff is the 

man God has called to join our 

family. 

   We welcome Jeff, Erin, Griffin (7) and Reagan (3) to First Baptist Church 

  Seeking God’s Will… 
  Nothing More… 

 Nothing Less… 
  Nothing Else… 



  MINISTERIAL EXPERIENCE 
 

EDUCATION 

Doctor of Philosophy      December 2014       

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary        

* Dissertation- “Dawson Trotman’s
Personal Spiritual Disciplines as the
Foundation for His Great Commission
Ministry”

* Concentrations- Evangelism & Church
Growth and World Religions

        Master of Divinity             May 2008 

    The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

* Concentration Missions, Evangelism,
and Church Growth

     Bachelor of Science          May 2003 

  Centre College    
 Major:  Biochemistry & Molecular 

Biology 

  Interim Pastor   May 2015 - Present 
 First Baptist Church – Franklin, KY 

• Preached and presided over all worship
experiences, including leadership in the
ordinances and special ministry events

• Served as advisor to deacons, teachers and
committees

• Provided pastoral care to the congregation,
including counseling and visitation

Associate Pastor of Adult Faith Development   2008-present 
  Hillvue Heights Church – Bowling Green, KY 

• Shepherded Adult Bible Study Ministry, Small
Groups, New Believers Follow-up, Men’s,
Women’s and Marriage Ministries, Financial
Peace, Divorce Care and Jail Care

•

•

Personally baptized more than 250 people, 
preached in 33 different church and ministry 
venues, has officiated 37 weddings, presided over 
35 funerals, and provided pastoral counseling to 
numerous families, couples and individuals 

Recruited, trained, evaluated and shepherded 
over 100 adult Bible study teachers

 University and Young Adult Pastor   2003 – 2008 
     

Garrett Fellow     2011 -2013 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary – Louisville, KY 

- Teaching Assistant and
Grader for Dr. Timothy
Beougher, Assoc. Dean of the
Billy Graham School of
Missions, Evangelism and
Ministry

   Instructor       2005 – 2006 
Western Kentucky University 

- Taught University
Experience classes to
undergraduates as an avenue
of gospel connection



 Where Life Begins 
 & Love Never Ends

     Erin and I were both born and raised in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky.  I am a graduate of Warren Central 
High School, and she graduated from Greenwood High 
School.  I was invited to further my education and play 
football at Centre College in Danville, Kentucky, and 
she earned a business degree at Western Kentucky 
University.  More importantly—and unbeknownst to 
both of us until we were surveying family photos in 
preparation for our wedding—we are both proud 
Kindergarten graduates of the Kiddie Corner near 
downtown Bowling Green! 
     We met formally in 2004 and were married in August 
2005.  Erin began a career as an account manager with 
Topura America Fastener in early 2005 and continues to 
serve in that capacity.  In April 2008, we welcomed our 
first child, Griffin, into the family. Griffin is a smart, 
athletic, second grader at Jody Richards Elementary 
School who loves just about every kind of sport and, 
although becoming increasingly “cool” with time, is 
really a kindhearted and compassionate kid.  In October 
2012, we brought home our first princess, Reagan, who 
is a spirited little blonde-haired girl who has absolutely 
ruined her father. As a family, we are active in church 
life and in various youth sports in our community. We 
look forward to embracing new activities as Reagan gets 
older, but for now, she is perfectly content being 
Griffin’s biggest fan. Erin and I are working diligently  
to raise two children who will prayerfully become   

responsible, Christ-following contributors to their 
communities, so we seek to be intentional during 
our time with them to ensure that they understand 
what it means to make a difference for good in their 
world. 
     Anyone who meets my wife recognizes that I 
have married outside of my league, and I agree 
wholeheartedly. Of all her superlatives, perhaps the 
attribute I admire most about her is her strength of 
character. She is a remarkably beautiful woman, but 
she is even more remarkably strong and steadfast. 
She has graciously walked alongside me through 
some of life’s greatest celebrations and some of 
life’s deepest struggles. In just over ten years of 
marriage, Erin has proven to be the perfect 
companion for me in study, in ministry, in 
parenting, and in life. 

Erin’s Role in Ministry (by Erin) 
Since Jeff and I met, our life has been built in the 
context of ministry, and we are very thankful for the 
opportunities that God has given us. Right now, 
with two small children at home, I view my 
ministry as centering primarily around ensuring that 
our children are able to function within relatively 
predictable routines even when Jeff needs to be 
away. In the life of our church, Jeff and I are 
looking forward to getting to know everyone and 
really evaluating where my service might best be 
focused. I hope ultimately to help enhance the 
strong sense of welcome that we believe already 
exists in this congregation. 

Family



     I come from a long line of faithful Christians who have followed Christ in many different denominational 
contexts. My great-grandfather was a lay leader in Bowling Green’s downtown Presbyterian Church and 
helped to lead their mission church on Boatlanding Road many years ago. My father was raised in the 
Episcopal Church in downtown Bowling Green, and my mother grew up worshiping with various Methodist 
congregations. My parents raised me in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church until I began attending Hillvue 
Heights Church at age seventeen, and I worshipped with a Presbyterian Church (PCA) congregation during my 
college years in Danville. To say that I have covered the spectrum of Protestant Christian denominations is an 
understatement. 
     Before I joined the pastoral staff of Hillvue Heights Church and began what would become a decade of 
graduate education at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, I thoroughly examined the Southern 
Baptist understanding of the Christian faith. Through the study of God’s Word, I became convinced that the 
Southern Baptist distinctives best captured the biblical teachings of what it means to be a Christian and what it 
means to be the church. I had previously been sprinkled and confirmed in the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, so I gladly submitted to believer’s baptism by immersion and joined Hillvue Heights Church. Along 
with Southern Baptists, I submit to the teachings of Almighty God as revealed in Scripture, and I seek to build 
my life according to the a priori assumption that if the Bible and I disagree, the Bible wins. I heartily affirm
the Articles of Faith set forth in the Constitution of the First Baptist Church of Bowling Green without any 
hesitation or mental reservation. 

     I believe the gospel of Jesus Christ is for all people. I believe that the church should labor to ensure that 
every human being on the face of the earth has the opportunity to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ, and I 
believe firmly that anyone who comes to Christ in repentance and faith will be forgiven of his/her sin, declared 
righteous in Christ, adopted by grace into the family of God, and set on a trajectory of Christ-ward 
sanctification that will end in eternal glorification with Christ. I affirm the sovereign rule of Almighty God 
over all the universe, and I affirm the free agency of created human beings to make real decisions that have 
real consequences. 
     As a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, I am committed to loving God fervently with my whole being and 
loving others as Christ has loved me, loving and leading my family with unswerving devotion, and making
reproducing disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. As a pastor, I am committed to preaching and teaching the 
Word of God, loving the precious people that God has so graciously entrusted to my care, and ensuring that all 
believers are thoroughly equipped to carry out God’s calling on their lives. I believe that God, in His 
sovereignty, gathers together variously gifted people from all sorts of backgrounds, makes them new creations 
in Christ, grows them to become more like Christ each day, and weaves them together into the tapestry of a 
local congregation that, when faithful to God’s calling, can utterly transform the community around them. 

THEOLOGY and PHILOSOPHY of MINISTRY 



Why FBC 

     I will never forget that autumn day in 1991 when my 
father came home from work with an atypical heaviness 
in his demeanor. He teared up as he told us that he had
just spent moments of incredulous dismay on Hospital 
Hill as disaster struck the iconic sanctuary of the First 
Baptist Church. Although he had never been a part of 
that church, he grew up attending worship a mere city 
block away and was deeply moved that such a 
cornerstone congregation of this great city was 
experiencing such a tragedy. 
     Several years later, I went to work for a man known 
in his youth for tossing paper airplanes from the 
balcony of the First Baptist Church and accompanying 
the Sunday School Superintendent on his rounds during 
the Sunday School hour. That man, many of whose 
family members are still part of this precious 
congregation, has spoken to me on many occasions with 
trembling voice of the great men and women of the 
faith who so deeply impacted him in that “Great White 
Temple.” 
     First Baptist Church has been part of the spiritual 
bedrock of Bowling Green for now almost two 
centuries, and as the church embraces her history and 
looks forward into the future, I am convinced that her 
brightest and most impactful days lie ahead. First 
Baptist Church sits strategically at the intersection of 
the city’s busiest thoroughfare and the picturesque 
avenue that leads into the newly bustling downtown 
area. In my thirty-five years of living in Bowling Green,
I have never witnessed the explosive growth that the 
downtown area is currently experiencing. Furthermore, 
First Baptist Church sits at the base of that great hill 
that houses one of the Commonwealth’s largest and 
most dynamic universities that has truly become a
leading American university with international reach. 
The potential for real, sustained, gospel-driven growth 
is remarkable. 

WHY FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH? 

     First Baptist Church is privileged to meet in a 
gorgeous, iconic facility that itself testifies to the 
majesty and strength of Almighty God. Inside, 
some of the most talented musicians in the region 
joyously use their gifts to lead the congregation in 
worshipping our Lord. The church appears to be 
composed of people who genuinely love the Lord 
and are committed to using their lives to make an 
eternal difference in the lives of others. Most of all, 
First Baptist Church seems to desire earnestly to 
bring the light of Christ to a world that desperately 
needs it. This Christmas season, we celebrate that 
Jesus is that luminary who shines brightly in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not, cannot, and 
shall not overcome His glorious light. Our call is to 
carry Jesus’ light to the nations, and at First Baptist 
Church, the nations are literally right next door. 
     Why First Baptist Church? Above all else, Erin 
and I believe that God is calling us to this precious 
congregation. When the Search Committee first 
revealed their desire for “God’s will—nothing 
more, nothing less, nothing else,” we so resonated 
with that sentiment. We have been seeking God’s 
will for this congregation, and we have been 
seeking God’s will for our own lives. We have 
been thoughtful. We have been prayerful. We have, 
at times, been sleepless. We have sought the Lord 
with everything we have, and we believe 
wholeheartedly that God is calling us here. 



Being Led to 
Jeff Reynolds 

        AS WE PRAYED… 

talked to references, listened to sermons, and continued into 
deeper and prolonged discussions, it became apparent that we 
were being led by the Holy Spirit to Jeff Reynolds.  We 
enthusiastically feel Jeff’s ministerial gifts are a good fit for  
First Baptist Church. 

  THE NON-NEGOTIABLES 

WE SOUGHT WERE:   

  HOW HE DEALS WITH        
TOUGH ISSUES 

“I believe that the Bible is true 
and I design my life according 
to it.  If we disagree, the Bible 
wins.” 

PREACHING 

Jeff ministered to us in every      
interaction throughout the 
process.  His sermons are 
Biblically based while being life 
applicable, calling us to action. 

 VISIONARY 

We strongly believe that Jeff has 
the skill set to help clarify our 
vision and implement our 
strategies. 

VISIBLE IN THE COMMUNITY 

Jeff has a genuine love and 
concern for people and wants to 
equip others to be disciples. 

 STRONG CHARACTER TRAITS: 

• High Energy- Jeff is able to cope with
frustration, conflict and pressure.

• Optimism- Jeff is upbeat and exudes
positivity.

• Healthy Self Esteem- Jeff demonstrates
self-worth and is self-accepting.

• Strong Work Ethic- Jeff works hard to
get things done and takes on great
responsibility.

• Open to Change- While valuing our
heritage, Jeff strives to make
improvements in building His
kingdom.

• Courageous Leader- Jeff can lead a
congregation through challenges or
hardships to reach common goals.

• Self-Directed- Jeff is able to make
decisions, set goals and initiate
action.

• Tolerance- Jeff demonstrates
patience, acceptance and cooperation.

• Sociability- Jeff is outgoing and seeks
to enjoy other’s company and
conversation.

To listen or watch Jeff’s sermons from Hillvue and First Baptist Church- Franklin, go to: 
www.hillvue.com/media/ (search sermons) 
franklinfbc.org (search sermons) 

http://www.hillvue.com/media/
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