
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Meeting Jesus: He Teaches” 
John 3:1-18 

Dr. Jeff Reynolds 
Sunday, June 14, 2020 

Sermon Link:  https://bit.ly/2YDPt1I  
 

Teachers change lives, and great teachers have the power to fundamentally transform lives for good. Do you 
have a teacher whom God used to alter the trajectory of your life (or to teach you when to use who/whom 
correctly, which I hope I just did)? I am deeply indebted to so many women and men who poured into my life 
throughout my life to help me grow. Teachers change lives, and great teachers have the power to 
fundamentally transform lives for good. 
  
Today, we're going to see that Jesus was the greatest teacher ever to have lived. Of course, Jesus was more 
than a teacher, but He was a teacher nonetheless, and today we will witness an encounter between one of 
Israel's teachers and Jesus, the love and wisdom of God personified. Nicodemus learned an incredible lesson 
when he listened to Jesus, and we have the opportunity to do the same by watching their interaction. 
 
Incidentally, Nicodemus is an interesting character.  We see Nicodemus in John 3, but we also see him in John 
7:50 insisting that Jesus should be given a hearing before being arrested (which some of the religious leaders 
wanted to do).  He therefore faced ridicule for defending Jesus before the other religious leaders.  We also see 
Nicodemus in John 19:39, when he joined Joseph of Arimathea in carrying, carefully binding in linen and 
spices, and entombing the body of Jesus after the cross.   
 
Nicodemus was intrigued by Jesus, and evidence seems to indicate that he loved Jesus.  He defended Jesus 
and was ridiculed for it, and he helped bury Jesus and could’ve been ostracized or even killed for it.  What 
could have led this leader of Israel to love and serve Jesus?  He learned from God’s love and wisdom in person, 
and no one is the same after that sort of meeting. 
 

Big Idea – Jesus teaches. 
 
Note:  Before we dive into the study, I’d like to recommend a great resource to you.  “The Chosen” is the first-
ever multi-season TV show about the life of Jesus Christ.  Created outside of the Hollywood system, “The 
Chosen” allows us to see Jesus through the eyes of His followers.  Of course, the show takes a great deal of 
creative license to elaborate on backstories and detail that the Bible doesn’t give us, but where the Bible is 
clear, “The Chosen” follows it well with an apparent desire for biblical accuracy.  Season One is available now, 
and it’s worth your time.  You’ll come to know and appreciate Nicodemus (and others) in a fresh way.  Check it 
out here:  https://studios.vidangel.com/the-chosen  
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1. Jesus teaches us the power and truth of God (3:1-6). 
 
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one 
is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is 
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit (John 3:1-6). 
 
Nicodemus came to Jesus under the cover of night, because his attention had been captured by this untrained 
“teacher” who was illustrating strange power and speaking strange truth.  He was unsure about Jesus, but he 
respected Him enough to address Him with the honored title of “Rabbi.”  He knew that Jesus had come from 
God, “for no one,” he said, “can do these signs that you do unless God is with him” (John 3:2).   
 
Jesus immediately takes the conversation to a level that stretches Nicodemus beyond his cognitive limits.  
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).  Nicodemus 
is confused.  Born again?  How is that possible? 
 
Jesus does that.  He meets us where we are, and He stretches us beyond our limits.  He takes us to heavenly 
realties that our finite minds struggle to comprehend.  How can one be born a second time?  It’s just doesn’t 
seem possible. 
 
Jesus is, of course, speaking of a heavenly birth.  The Greek word translated “born again” can also be 

translated “born from above” ( = anothen = from above, from heaven, again/anew).  The idea is that 
flesh gives birth to flesh, and all people experience that birth; but Spirit gives birth to spirit, and only those 
who are born of the Spirit of God experience that sort of renewal.  Ezekiel prophesied the sort of new birth 
God would give His people, and Paul wrote to the church at Corinth about what it meant: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To be born again means to be born of the Spirit of God – cleansed, forgiven, claimed by God, made new.  
Those who are born of the Spirit experience God’s cleansing power by coming to Him through the One who 
said that He is “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).   
 
Questions for Reflection / Discussion: 
1) Have you experienced the new birth provided by God through Jesus?  If so, what does it mean to you that 
you are cleansed, forgiven, claimed by God, made new? If not, what prevents you from being born again now? 
 
2)  How is Jesus stretching your finite mind with His amazing truth in this season of your life? 
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Ezekiel 36:25-27 - 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, 
and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within 
you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my 
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 

 
2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 
 



2. Jesus teaches us the mystery and revelation of God (3:7-8). 
 
7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its 
sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit” (John 3:7-8). 
 
One of my favorite quotes from Billy Graham appears in a song from DC Talk that was released in 1995 called 
“Mind’s Eye.”  What Dr. Graham says speaks to this passage; he said, “I’ve never seen God.  I know He exists.  
I’ve never seen the wind.  Have you ever seen the wind?  I’ve seen the effects of the wind, but I’ve never seen 
the wind.  There’s a mystery to it.”  You can hear DC Talk’s song here: https://youtu.be/jjYkqdRcVQ8 and you 
can see Dr. Graham’s quote here: https://youtu.be/hYSgg3WvYeE  
 
There’s mystery to God.  He is Spirit (John 4:24).  He is in the heavens, and He does all that He pleases (Psalm 
115:3).  He had a plan to redeem His people, but it was shrouded in mystery throughout the Old Testament.  
Remember these words penned by Paul to the church at Colossae: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you see what Paul said?  The mystery, which had been hidden for ages and generations, is now revealed.  
How is it revealed?  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  The glory of the mystery is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory—and not only for you, but for all who would come to Jesus by faith!   
 
In Christ, we behold the wondrous mystery of God.  In 2015, Matt Boswell and Matt Papa released a song we 
like to sing at First Baptist Church entitled, “Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery.”  You can listen to the song 
here: https://youtu.be/C-hD4VEoVQs  Remember the first stanza… 
 

Come behold the wondrous myst’ry, in the dawning of the King. 
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity. 

In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come. 
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us. 

 
The mystery of God has been revealed to all in Christ our Lord!  Now we who have been made new in Christ 
continue to reveal the wondrous mystery of God as we embody the love and wisdom of our Savior.  We are 
God’s ambassadors, seeking to show and tell the world the message of reconciliation to God (2 Corinthians 
5:20).   
 
Question for Reflection / Discussion: 
1)  In 1 Peter 1:8-9, the Apostle Peter says, “Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ], you love him. Though 
you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with 
glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”  Have you “seen” God at work in your 
life?  How?  Think about Billy Graham’s quote about the wind… 
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Colossians 1:25-28 – 25 …I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to 
me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but 
now revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the 
riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning 
everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 
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3. Jesus teaches us the focus and fulfillment to which God calls us (3:9-15). 
 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and 
yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you 
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man] 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life (John 3:9-15). 
 
Do you remember the story of Moses lifting up the bronze serpent in the wilderness?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even after seeing God’s mighty hand and outstretched arm in their deliverance from Egypt and their being 
sustained in the wilderness, God’s people couldn’t keep from grumbling.  They were impatient, they 
complained, and they turned on Moses and God.  In response, God sent fiery serpents to judge them, and 
many people died.  When the people repented, Moses interceded for the people, and God instructed Moses 
to make a serpent and lift it up, that when the people were bitten, they could look to the serpent and live. 
 
That’s the story of the cross.  We who have been created in the image of God for the purpose of being in 
relationship with God have sinfully turned away from Him.  We deserve whatever negative outcomes we 
might receive.  In fact, the only thing we deserve from God is His righteous wrath, but as He did with the 
bronze serpent, He has responded in grace and mercy.   
 
This time, God didn’t call a person to craft anything from bronze for our deliverance.  This time, God sent His 
Only-Begotten Son to be “raised up” on the cross, that anyone who looks to Him with the eyes of faith might 
receive forgiveness, healing, and eternal life. 
 
This is the heavenly message Jesus came to bring: look to the Son, and find life! 
 
Questions for Reflection / Discussion: 
1) Hebrews 1:3 says, “[Jesus] is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power.”  Colossians 1:15 tells us that “[Jesus] is the image of the 
invisible God.”  When we look to the Son, we see God.  What do you see when you look to Jesus? 
 
2) If the Son radiates the glory of God, and the Bible tells us that we who trust and follow Jesus are the Body of 
Christ (see Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12), how might we radiate the glory of God by the way we live our 
lives today?  What are some practical things you can do to show the world the glory of God? 
 
 
 

Numbers 21:4-9 - 4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and against 
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 6 Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they 
bit the people, so that many people of Israel died.7 And the people came to Moses and said, “We have 
sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord, that he take away the 
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent 
and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze 
serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 
 

firstbaptistbg.org 

Facebook | Instagram | Twitter: @firstbaptistbg 



4. Jesus teaches us the love and salvation of God (3:16-18). 
 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God (John 3:16-18). 
 
In these words, Jesus reveals the heart of God.  The world stood condemned in sin, without God and without 
hope (Ephesians 2:11-12).  There was only death, only darkness, only despair.  The sufferings of this present 
life were the best we could hope for, but God intervened.  Compelled by love, God sent His Only-Begotten Son 
to rescue us from our sin and to give us eternal life in Him. 
 
Questions for Reflection / Discussion: 
1) Do you believe that God loves you?  He does, and to prove it, He sent His Son for you.  Let that truth wash 
over your heart for a moment.  God loves you, and sent His Son to come get you. 
 
2) Have you responded to God’s gift of His Son by turning away from your life of sin, turning toward Jesus 
Christ, asking for forgiveness of your, and receiving Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior?  If so, how 
are you embracing and living in the full, abundant, and eternal life Jesus gives?   
 
If not, would you be willing to receive Jesus Christ now?  All you have to do is ask Him, as in this model prayer: 
“Lord Jesus, I am a sinner.  I have broken your commandments, and I deserve to be separated from You now 
and forever in Hell.  But I believe You love me, and I believe You came for me.  I believe You are the Son of God 
who died on the cross for me and rose again from the grave.  I ask You to come into my life, to be my personal 
Lord and Savior, to forgive me of my sin, and to help me follow You from now on.  I trust You, Jesus, and I will 
follow You forever. Amen.” 
 

Final Thought 
 
Nicodemus was intrigued by Jesus, and evidence seems to indicate that he loved Jesus.  He defended Jesus 
and was ridiculed for it, and he helped bury Jesus and could’ve been ostracized or even killed for it.  What 
could have led this leader of Israel to love and serve Jesus?  He learned from God’s love and wisdom in person, 
and no one is the same after that sort of meeting. 
 
Are you intrigued by Jesus?  Would you be willing to be ridiculed because of your faith in Jesus?  Would you 
put your life on the line to serve Him?  Would you learn from Him, and would you apply His teachings in a way 
that changes the world? 
 
We who have encountered Jesus cannot be the same ever again.  We’ve come into contact with love and 
wisdom personified.  We’ve seen God’s mystery revealed, and we have hope. 
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