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One of the greatest gifts our Lord has given us is the gift of memory.  It is amazing that we are able to file 
moments away in our minds to be enjoyed for years to come, and it is amazing how different experiences can 
call these memories to mind in such profound and powerful ways that we are transported back to some of the 
most incredible experiences of our lives.  I think about precious moments spent in my grandfather’s garage as 
a child, moments spent on the football field during my adolescence, milestone moments when my wife 
became my wife or my children entered the world.  They are precious memories indeed. 
 

When Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper in the Upper Room and gave it as a lasting ordinance for His church, 
He was giving us an object lesson by which we would always be reminded of the incredible price He paid for 
us.  In his letter to the church at Corinth, the Apostle Paul reminds us what the Lord’s Supper ought to signify: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the bread and the cup—symbols of the body and blood of our Lord which was given for us—we remember.  
We eat the bread and we drink the cup in remembrance of Him.  What to we remember?  His death.  We 
remember the awful price He paid for us as He, motivated by love for God and love for us, laid down His life so 
that we could have life in Him.   
 

Memories can also be hard, though.  In referring to grief and the journey through loss, one pastor referred to 
these sorts of memories as “emotional landmines.”  These memories jump up and hit you from out of 
nowhere, and they often take you to hard places.  They could be memories of things you’ve done or things 
done to you, and they hurt.  The good news is that God is faithful in the face of these hard memories, too. 
 

God desires to sanctify even our memories, such that even those difficult moments are not hindrances to the 
ministry to which He is calling us.  We’re going to see that happen today as Jesus invades Peter’s memory to 
remind him that he is loved, he is saved, and he is called to service in the Kingdom of God.  He’ll show Peter 
how he is restored by God’s amazing grace.  Along the way, He’ll show us that we are restored in Christ, too. 

 

Big Idea – Jesus restores. 
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1 Corinthians 11:23-26 - 23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is 
my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 
comes. 

https://bit.ly/2GBZmrD


1. Jesus restores us by reminding us of the joy of our salvation (21:1-8).  
 
1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this 
way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 
others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We 
will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
 
4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus 
said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net on 
the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, 
because of the quantity of fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When 
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw 
himself into the sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far 
from the land, but about a hundred yards off (John 21:1-8). 
 
Peter and the other disciples have been through a lot during these last several days.  Truth be told, they’ve 
been through a lot during these last several years, but these most recent days have been unlike anything they 
or the world has ever seen.  Their Lord—the One for whom they left everything—has been crucified, 
resurrected from the dead, and now has appeared to them multiple times.  He has given them the Holy Spirit 
and commissioned them to carry out His work on earth.  Then Peter decides it’s time to go fishing. 
 
Fishing had been Peter’s way of life before he decided to follow Jesus.  Alongside his brother Andrew, Peter 
ran the family business and sought to make ends meet by catching fish.  Sometimes, he was successful; other 
times, he struggled.  He decided to follow Jesus during a moment of struggle, when he had toiled all night long 
to no avail: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a long, unsuccessful night of fishing, the men saw the power of God revealed through Jesus of Nazareth.  
The experience was so moving that they “left everything and followed him” (Luke 5:11).  Now, on the shore of 
the same sea, after another long night of unsuccessful fishing, they see the power of God revealed through 
Jesus of Nazareth yet again, and they remember.  They remember the wonder-working power of their Savior, 
and they are restored in the joy of their salvation.  The result?  Worship. 
 
Questions for Discussion/Reflection 
1) How does Jesus remind you of the joy of your own salvation?  What is your response for His grace? 
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Luke 5:1-11 - On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he was 
standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of 
them and were washing their nets. 3 Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put 
out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 4 And when he had 
finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 And 
Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the 
nets.” 6 And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were 
breaking. 7 They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and 
filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' 
knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and all who were with him were 
astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, 
who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 
catching men.” 11 And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 



2. Jesus restores us by overcoming the pain of our sin (21:9-14). 
 
9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to 
them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net 
ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to 
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was 
the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third 
time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead (John 21:9-14). 
 
When the disciples got to the shore, they found Jesus cooking breakfast.  The One who had fed them with 
loaves and fishes was about to do it again, but the Apostle John includes an interesting detail as he sets the 
scene: Jesus was cooking over a charcoal fire.  Do you remember the last time Peter encountered a charcoal 
fire with Jesus?  It was just outside the courtyard of the High Priest, on the night of Jesus’ betrayal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Studies have indicated that the sense most tied to memory is smell.  Right now, can you imagine the smell of a 
charcoal fire?  What memories does it conjure in your mind?  Cookouts with your favorite people?  Meals that 
you’ll never forget?  Places that have written themselves indelibly on your heart?  For me, the smell of a 
charcoal fire takes me to my friend’s back porch as he works his magic through his prized Big Green Egg.   
 
The smell of a charcoal fire brought a different moment to mind for Peter.  For Peter, this was an aroma of 
pain as he remembered that horrible night when he denied his Lord – not once, not twice, but three times.  It 
was his moment of greatest shame and deepest, most embarrassing pain.  I don’t think it was an accident that 
Jesus used this type of fire in this very moment. 
 
When Jesus deals with our sin, He neither dances around it nor glosses over it.  He goes straight to the heart of 
it, dealing honestly with those things that we’d rather conceal.  He does the same thing with our shame.  Jesus 
doesn’t avoid our sin and shame; He exposes them and crucifies them.  He recognizes sin to be sin (He died for 
it, after all), and He has no desire for His people to dwell in shame.  So He attacks it.  He goes right at our sin 
and shame, lets us see it for what it is, and then shows us how it is taken away and separated from us as far as 
the east is from the west (see Psalm 103:12).  He reminds us that we are forgiven and He remembers our sin 
no more (see Hebrews 10:17).  In this moment, Jesus is creating an experience in which Peter will be 
immersed in the remembrance of his sin—not just in word, but in a deeper part of his memory—and then 
Jesus will apply His amazing grace. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion 
1) Take a moment to reflect on the sin that formerly ruled your life.  What does it mean to you that Jesus 
would forgive even those things that would still bring you shame even in remembering them?  What does it 
mean to you that Jesus wants you to live in that shame no longer?    
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Luke 18:17-18, 25-27 - 17 The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man's 
disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 18 Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because 
it was cold, and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and 
warming himself…. 25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also 
are not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the servants of the high 
priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with 
him?” 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed. 



3. Jesus restores us by welcoming us again to Himself and His work (21:15-19). 
 
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to 
him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 
He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter 
was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you 
were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch 
out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to 
show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me” (John 
21:15-19). 
 
The men shared a meal from the miraculous catch that Jesus had provided, and there’s no doubt that the 
conversation was rich.  I bet they were telling stories and reliving moments from the past three years, just 
marveling at the mighty hand of God revealed through so many amazing moments they had shared.  My friend 
Josh who is in the restaurant business says that good food leads to good conversation, and I bet this meal was 
truly one to behold in every respect. 
 
After the meal, Jesus fixes His gaze on Peter and, using the name He had previously replaced (Simon), Jesus 
asks him a penetrating question:  “Do you love me?”  Three times He asks, “Do you love me?”  We know what 
Jesus is doing, and we know why He’s doing it.  Jesus is attacking Peter’s greatest failure with His grace.   
 
Peter had been the spokesman of the disciples.  He was one of Jesus’ first disciples, and he had labored 
faithfully (albeit imperfectly) under the leadership of his Lord.  He had confessed Christ, and he had followed 
Christ.  He had left everything to follow Jesus, and he was often the voice of the disciples when Jesus 
interacted with them.  He was one of Jesus’ inner three—he and the Sons of Thunder—and he had seen Jesus 
do amazing things during his time with him.  He loved the Lord, and now the Lord is asking him about his love 
and devotion: “Simon, do you love me?”   
 
Three times Peter denied.  Three times Jesus asks.  Three times Peter answers.  Three times Jesus 
commissions.  “Do you love me?”  “Yes.”  “Shepherd my flock.”  He tells Peter that his death will not be 
pleasant, but Jesus nevertheless ends this discourse by issuing to Peter the same calling with which He had 
called him in the first place:  “Follow me.”   
 
The Bible tells us that Jesus did “not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance” (Luke 5:32).  He 
didn’t come for the perfect; he came for the sinners.  Simon was a sinner.  Even after Jesus had changed his 
life (and his name), he still stumbled.  Jesus was gracious.  He did not shy away from addressing Peter’s failure, 
but He addressed it with His amazing grace.  How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like Peter!   
 
The grace of God through Jesus Christ is relentless.  Jesus saves us with it, and He sanctifies us with it.  Jesus 
had big plans for Peter, and He didn’t want Peter limping through life and ministry, always defining himself by 
his biggest failure.  He wanted Peter to live free, so He restored him.  He issued the gospel call yet again:  
“Follow me.” 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion 
1) How has Jesus illustrated His relentless grace in your life?  How is He continuing to sanctify you now? 
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Final Thought 
 
Following Jesus is a journey.  Throughout the history of the church, even back to its very beginnings, it has 
been made up of men and women who loved Jesus tremendously but who also struggled sometimes 
gargantuanly.  Peter was no exception.  He had some amazingly high moments with Lord, but he also had 
some depressingly low moments, too.  The great news for Peter was the Jesus’ grace was sufficient for all of 
his moments—the good, the bad, and the ugly.  In Christ, Peter found restoration so that he could be whole. 
 
The same is true for you and me today.  We love Jesus tremendously, but we also sometimes struggle 
gargantuanly.  We have high moments with the Lord, and we also have some depressingly low moments, too.  
The great news for us is that Jesus’ grace is sufficient of all of our moments—the good, the bad, and the ugly.  
In Christ, we find restoration so that we can be whole. 
 
I don’t know what your story is today.  I don’t know what memories are at the forefront of your mind.  I don’t 
know what you’re celebrating or struggling with in this moment, but I do know that just as our Lord was 
faithful to restore Peter, He will be faithful to restore you.  He will remind you of the joy of your salvation; He 
will overcome the pain of your sin; and He will welcome you again to Himself and to His work.  He’s calling 
now.  Will you respond?  Will you be restored?  In Jesus Christ, you can be.  Come to Him now. 
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