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There’s a song in the Hamilton soundtrack entitled “It’s Quiet Uptown,” and it may be one of the most 
profoundly moving songs I’ve ever heard in my life.  The song comes at what is the emotional low in the play, 
as the protagonist and his wife have just witnessed the death of their child.  The song begins like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The song is gut-wrenching, because the moment is gut-wrenching.  Only those who have journeyed through 
such a deep and profound loss have any real sense of the depth of pain that such an experience brings.  
Moments that words can’t reach.  Suffering too terrible to name.  Unimaginable. 
 
There is no doubt that the loss of a child is the worst sort of grief, but everyone must face grief due to the loss 
of a loved one at some point.  Grief is a side effect of the Fall.  Sin led to death, and death led to grief.  Still 
today, the grief induced by the death of someone we love grabs us in strange, unexpected ways and just 
seems to squeeze the life out of us.  Even breathing can be a struggle as we somehow try to wrap our minds 
and our hearts around the new reality we face in a world that will never be the same again.   
 
The Bible says that death is our final enemy (see 1 Corinthians 15:26), and it’s a big one.  Each of us must face 
it ourselves, but first, we must view it as onlookers as others confront it.  As followers of Jesus, we cling to the 
eternal hope we have in Christ that this world is not all there is, but we also wrestle with the sharp pain of 
searing loss along the way.  We’ll see Jesus deal with that pain today. 
 
When Jesus experiences the grief associated with the death of a loved one, He experiences it differently.  The 
physical separation still hurts Him, but He can do something about it.  He is the resurrection and the life, and 
He is able to raise us. 

Big Idea – Jesus raises. 
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There are moments that the words don't reach 
There is suffering too terrible to name 
You hold your child as tight as you can 

And push away the unimaginable 
The moments when you're in so deep 

It feels easier to just swim down 
The Hamiltons move uptown 

And learn to live with the unimaginable 
[You can hear the song here:  https://youtu.be/vjEoOeXId1k] 

https://bit.ly/30jBJeL
https://youtu.be/vjEoOeXId1k


1. Jesus raises our perspective (11:1-16). 
 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.2 It was Mary who 
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters 
sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead 
to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 
again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going 
there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not 
stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the 
light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go 
to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had 
spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them 
plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let 
us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin,  said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 
him” (John 11:1-16). 
 
We come to this passage learning that Lazarus, Jesus’ friend, was sick.  His sisters sent word to Jesus, because 
they believed He could do something about it.  They believed—they knew—that Jesus could heal their 
brother, so they sent a message asking Him to come.  Jesus loved Lazarus, Mary, and Martha dearly, but they 
heard nothing in response.  Jesus stayed where He was for two more days, and their brother just got sicker. 
 
What they could not know was what Jesus said to His disciples upon hearing of Lazarus’ illness:  “This illness 
does not lead to death.  It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it” (John 
11:4).  Had they heard those words, even if Lazarus died, they would’ve known that everything would be okay 
somehow.  But that’s not how prayer works.  We send our message to God, and we trust Him to respond in 
His way and in His time.  Sometimes it just looks like God failed. 
 
But God didn’t fail.  This was all part of the plan.  Everyone—Mary, Martha, the disciples, the onlookers—
everyone would soon see the power and glory of God revealed through what would soon come to pass.  Jesus 
was so confident in the joyful celebration that was to come that He said, “Lazarus has died, and for your sake I 
am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe” (John 11:14-15).  How gut-wrenchingly profound!  
There was a greater end to which Jesus was leading them all, but all they knew at this point was pain.   
 
Jesus raised His disciples’ perspective by reminding them that God’s thoughts are not their thoughts, and 
God’s ways are not their ways (see Isaiah 55:8-9).  His thoughts and ways are higher than ours, so when we 
cannot understand what He’s doing, we must allow Him to elevate our perspective—to see that He is 
accomplishing more than we think in ways we cannot now understand. 
 
Questions for Discussion/Reflection 
1) When have you felt like God failed you, only to see that He was doing something greater in a different way? 
 
2) How has God worked hard things together for good in your life as you have trusted and followed Jesus? 
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2. Jesus raises our faith (11:17-27). 
 
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.18 Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 
remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall 
he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” (John 11:17-27). 
 
Life in the first century was certainly different from today, and so was death.  They didn’t have the sort of 
sophisticated medical equipment that can quickly and accurately produce a readout of vital signs (or the lack 
thereof), so they had to wait and see.  There also appears to have been a folk belief that the disembodied 
spirit could hover near the body for three days, hoping to re-enter it.  After three days, the disembodied spirit 
would have left.  After three days, all hope was gone.  Jesus arrived on Day Four. 
 
Martha heard that Jesus had come, and she went to meet him.  We cannot know exactly what was going 
through her mind as she approached her friend and Lord, but we can be sure that she was racked with painful 
grief and struggling with disappointment that Jesus hadn’t gotten there in time.  Why hadn’t He come sooner?  
Why didn’t He intervene?  Why was her brother in the tomb at such a young age?  Her first words to Him 
reveal the condition of her heart:  “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died” (John 11:21).  
She’s hurt, and her hurt shows.   
 
But notice that she didn’t stop there.  She continued, “But even now, I know that whatever you ask from God, 
God will give you” (John 11:22).  Though her heart was broken, she still returned to faith.  She knew Jesus 
could still do something.  He replied, “Your brother will rise again” (John 11:23).   
 
Martha digs into her mental Sabbath School file and pulls out helpful theological truth, saying “I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day” (John 11:24), but then Jesus raises her faith to a whole new 
level by saying, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.  Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26). 
 
Martha’s faith tells her that a resurrection is coming; Jesus tells her that resurrection has arrived.  It’s Him.  
Death does not have the final say over those who belong to Him.   
 
Martha responds by letting her faith deepen:  “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who 
is coming into the world” (John 11:27).  She stands face to face with God’s resurrecting power, and she 
believes.  Jesus has the power to bring life in the face of death.  Her faith has been raised to a new level. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion 
1) Have you ever felt disappointed by God’s response (or apparent lack thereof)?  What did God teach you 
during and after that time? 
 
2) James 1:3 says that “the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.” How does that verse apply here?  
How does that verse apply in your life? 
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3. Jesus raises our understanding of God (11:28-37). 
 
28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into 
the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the 
tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to 
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he 
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also 
have kept this man from dying?” (John 11:28-37). 
 
When Jesus arrived, Martha went to Him.  Mary didn’t.  We don’t know exactly why Mary didn’t accompany 
her sister to greet her friend and Lord, but we can imagine why she didn’t go.  We can be sure that she was 
racked with painful grief and struggling with disappointment that Jesus hadn’t gotten there in time.  Why 
hadn’t He come sooner?  Why didn’t He intervene?  Why was her brother in the tomb at such a young age?  
When Jesus arrived, Martha went to see Him.  Mary stayed right where she was. 
 
Martha, having had her faith elevated by her encounter with Jesus, came to get Mary: “The Teacher is here 
and is calling for you” (John 11:28).  Mary rose quickly and went to see Jesus, followed by the mourners who 
had come to comfort her.  Her first words to Him reveal the condition of her heart:  “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died” (John 11:32).  She’s hurt, and her hurt shows.   
 
The difference between Martha’s words and Mary’s words to Jesus is that there is no follow-up line to Mary’s 
initial statement.  Martha expressed her faith that “even now, I know that whatever you ask from God, God 
will give you” (John 11:22).  Mary had no such words.  Just tears.  Just grief.  Just brokenness.  Just pain.   
 
In response, Jesus wept.  Scholars debate why Jesus wept in this moment.  Some say it was because of the 
indignation of the crowd.  Some say it was because of the people’s lack of faith.  Some say it was because He 
was witnessing firsthand the devastation caused by death.  I don’t disagree with any of these possibilities, but 
I think the primary reason Jesus was “deeply moved” and “wept” was His love for Mary, for Martha, and for 
the people who were hurting.  He hurt with them, for them.  Even though Jesus knew exactly what was about 
to happen in just a few seconds and the overwhelming joy that was coming for all of them, He nevertheless 
hurt with them, for them.  He mourned with those who mourned (see Romans 12:15), and He thereby met 
them at the heart level.   
 
In this moment, Jesus elevates our understanding of God to a whole new plane.  Not only is God our Creator, 
Healer, Redeemer, and Savior, but He is also our Comforter.  He meets us where we are, and He sympathizes 
with us.  Moreover, He empathizes with us.  Jesus is compassionate enough to weep with us when we hurt, 
even when He knows that hurt won’t last forever (or even much longer).   
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion 
1) What does this interaction teach you about the heart of God toward you?  How does Jesus’ response 
impact your willingness to go to Him, even when you’re disappointed and hurting? 
 
2) How does Jesus’ willingness to express His feelings here impact your willingness to embrace your own?   
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4. Jesus raises us (11:38-44). 
 
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus 
said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be 
an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would 
see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you 
that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing 
around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, 
and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go” (John 11:38-44). 
 
If this were a movie, I picture the background music reaching a crescendo when Jesus reaches the tomb, and 
then dropping out completely to leave only silence, the air pregnant with anticipation.  What happens now?  
Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in Him, though he die, yet shall he live.  Whoever lives 
and believes in Him shall never die.  We just learned that powerful truth, but what about this situation?  What 
does that mean for Lazarus?  What happens now? 
 
Jesus commands that the stone be removed from in front of the tomb.  Martha protests: “by this time, he 
stinketh” (John 11:39 KJV).  Jesus reassures her that she is about to see something that will reorient her life 
forever.  They remove the stone, and Jesus speaks three simple words:  “Lazarus, come out” (John 11:43).  And 
the dead man, who is dead no more, comes out!  He who was formerly dead now lives.  The One who is the 
resurrection and the life has resurrected him and given him life!  The glory of God is revealed, just as He said. 
 
Twice in my life, I have been asked to preach Easter Sunday Sunrise Services in a graveyard.  Both times, I 
accepted the invitation.  Both times, I was surrounded by families who had lovingly interred their loved ones in 
that sacred ground.  Both times, I had recently witnessed the interment of my own loved ones in that sacred 
ground.   
 
The services were odd.  There was a palpable sense of shared pain among the small crowds that gathered.  We 
were there for a reason.  We shared the hurt of having lost people we loved.  We shared the experience of 
having gone through what seemed like it couldn’t have been real at the time, but then turned out to be all too 
real as time passed.  We shared the pain of grief and the sorrow of visiting headstones instead of holding our 
loved ones one more time.  But we also shared one other thing:  hope.   
 
That was the main reason we gathered very early in the morning on this special first day of the week.  We had 
hope in Jesus Christ that this world is not all that there is.  We had hope in Jesus Christ that death did not have 
the final say in our loved ones’ lives.  We had hope that, just as Jesus had been raised from the grave, so also 
would our loved ones be raised from the grave.  So also would we be raised from the grave one day.  Death 
didn’t win, no matter how it felt, because if we are in Christ, Jesus raises us. 
 
Death didn’t have the last word for Lazarus.  If you are in Christ, death doesn’t have the last word for you. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion 
1) In what ways and in what moments have you seen the glory of God revealed in your life? 
 
2) How does the eternal hope we have in Christ encourage you in life’s most difficult moments? 
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Final Thought 
 

“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26). 

 
As Hamilton’s “It’s Quiet Uptown” comes to a close, the lyrics change a bit: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although the context of the Broadway musical is different, something powerfully familiar emerges from these 
lyrics.  In the face of the unimaginable, there’s a grace too powerful to name.  That’s exactly what Mary and 
Martha experienced through this incredible encounter with Jesus – the grace of God displayed in Jesus’ 
resurrecting power.  Lazarus once was dead, but now he lived.  He had been gone for four days.  The death 
watch was over.  Hope was gone.  Then Jesus arrived. 
 
When Jesus got there, hope arrived.  Now, He who raised Lazarus from physical death is able to raise us from 
spiritual death, which is more serious by far.  He is the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in Him, 
even though their body die, their spirit shall survive.  We who live and believe in Jesus shall never experience 
the sort of spiritual separation from God in which we once dwelt, but when our physical life on earth comes to 
an end, we will transition from life to more life in Jesus Christ.   
 
Have you experienced the grace of God through Jesus Christ?  It is a grace too powerful to name.  It gives you 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow.  Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  Do you believe this? 
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There are moments that the words don't reach 
There is a grace too powerful to name 

We push away what we can never understand 
We push away the unimaginable 

 


