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Have you ever been caught doing something wrong?  Not falsely accused.  Not misidentified.  Not 
misunderstood.  Caught.   
 
My family and I have been enthralled with the story of Alexander Hamilton over the course of the past week.  
The musical was released on Disney+, and we have become those people who have now purchased the 
soundtrack and, if it were a record, we would’ve worn it out already.  It’s amazing.  The movie is rated PG-13, 
so parents please use caution with your family as there are definitely adult situations discussed with some 
coarse language.  But as we have viewed a contemporary telling of the story of the man who (among other 
things) served as the first Secretary of the United States Treasury and appears on the $10 bill, we have seen 
the frailty and sinfulness of even those who founded our nation.   
 
Alexander Hamilton’s most embarrassing moment came when he was caught in an amorous relationship with 
another man’s wife, while his own wife, Eliza, was away on vacation with their children.  In the wake of being 
confronted by colleagues, Hamilton wrote and distributed a document called “The Reynolds Pamphlet” (no 
relation) in which he sought to get ahead of the narrative and save the governmental side of his “good” name.  
It didn’t work.  His plan backfired, and he ended up embarrassing himself, his wife, his family, and his nation.  
He was caught, and it got ugly.   
 
Have you ever been caught?  The Bible tells us that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God 
(Romans 3:23), and “all” means “all.”  The Bible further tells us that our sin will find us out (Numbers 32:23).   
 
If you haven’t been caught yet, you will be.  Your sin will find you out.  If nothing else, the Day of Judgment is 
described as a day in which “God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus” (Romans 2:16).  You will be 
caught, exposed, judged.  You will have to give an account of everything you say and do (see Matthew 12:36, 
Romans 14:12, Hebrews 4:13, and 1 Peter 4:5).  But there is hope.  His name is Jesus, and in Him, there is 
forgiveness for your sin. 
 
Today, we will witness a moment in which a woman was caught in a sinful act, and she was thrust before Jesus 
for His verdict.  We will see that with our Lord, there is mercy for those who humble themselves before Him.  
We’ll see that there is mercy available to us. 
 

Big Idea – Jesus forgives. 
 
 firstbaptistbg.org 

Facebook | Instagram | Twitter: @firstbaptistbg 

https://bit.ly/32bHnAM


Note:  You may notice that your Bible contains a parenthetical notation before John 7:53.  In the ESV, the 
notation reads, “The earliest manuscripts do not include 7:53-8:11.”  Scholars therefore urge caution with this 
passage, specifically recommending that we refrain from forming doctrines based solely on this passage.  
Many theorize that this event happened in Jesus’ ministry but was not originally included in John’s Gospel.  
However, because nothing in the passage is antithetical to scriptural teaching elsewhere in the Bible, we can 
view the elements of the story as representative of Jesus’ character, power, and teaching ministry.  Extra care 
has been taken in this study to illustrate the scriptural proof supporting each principle presented in the 
passage.  
 
1. Jesus knows who we are (7:53-8:6). 
 
53 [[They went each to his own house, 

1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came 
again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them. 3 The scribes and the 
Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst4 they said to him, 
“Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone 
such women. So what do you say?” 6 This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring 
against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground” (John 7:53-8:1). 
 
Jesus knew who this woman was.  He created her.  He loved her.  She didn’t know Him, but He knew her. 
What’s more, Jesus knew who these religious leaders were.  He created them.  He loved them.  They thought 
they knew Him, but He really did know them. 
 
In the chaos of this moment, Jesus bent down to write with His finger on the ground.  No one knows what He 
wrote.  Maybe He was writing God’s commandments concerning adultery.  Maybe He was writing the name of 
the man with whom she had been but who strangely wasn’t dragged out by the mob.  Maybe He was writing 
the sins of those in the crowd.  We don’t know what He was writing.   
 
But think for a moment what that hand, which was now writing in the sand, had done.  It had formed the 
heavens (Psalm 8:3) and the earth (Isaiah 48:13).  It had formed human beings from the dust of the ground 
and knit us together inside our mother’s wombs (Psalm 139:13-14).  It would provide liberty to the captives 
and the oppressed (Luke 4:18-19) by taking the executioner’s nail on an old rugged cross.   
 
For now, though, in this charged moment, this hand is just scribbling in the sand.   
 
Just as Jesus knew this woman and the angry crowd surrounding her, He knows you.  He created you.  He knit 
you together inside your mother’s womb.  He created you on purpose, with purpose, for the purpose of 
knowing Him and making Him known.  He loves you, and He has plans for you.   
 
When I was growing up, my dad used to love the show, “Cheers.”  Do you remember the theme song?   
 

Making your way in the world today / Takes everything you've got; 
Taking a break from all your worries / Sure would help a lot. 

Wouldn't you like to get away? 
 

Sometimes you want to go / Where everybody knows your name / And they're always glad you came; 
You want to be where you can see / Our troubles are all the same; 

You want to be where everybody knows your name. 
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That show was about a bar, and it ended in 1993.  I don’t go to bars, and I don’t watch Cheers reruns.  Why do 
I still remember it?  Because it struck a chord.  A desire to know and to be known.  A desire to be around 
people who know me, love me, and embrace me as their friend.   
 
Jesus knows your name.  He knows you, and He loves you. 
 
Questions for Discussion/Reflection 
1) Where do you feel known the best?  What is it like to be in that place? 
 
2) Jesus knows you and loves you.  What is it like to be in His presence? 
 
2. Jesus knows what we’ve done (8:7-9). 
 
7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be 
the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 But when they 
heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman 
standing before him (John 8:7-9). 
 
Jesus knew what this woman had done.  He didn’t need a report of what she had been caught in the act of 
doing.  He also knew the person with whom she was doing whatever she had been doing.  Furthermore, Jesus 
knew what these religious leaders had done.  He didn’t need them to confess their sins to Him.  He already 
knew everything they had ever done.   
 
In the chaos of this moment, after indicting the angry mob of their own sin, Jesus bent down to write with His 
finger on the ground.  No one knows what He wrote.  Maybe He was writing God’s commandments 
concerning adultery.  Maybe He was writing the name of the man with whom she had been but who strangely 
wasn’t dragged out by the mob.  Maybe He was writing the sins of those in the crowd.  We don’t know what 
He was writing.   
 
But think for a moment what that hand, which was now writing in the sand, had done.  It had expelled Adam 
and Eve from the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:24).  It had written the commandments of God onto tablets of 
stone (Exodus 32:15-16).  It would fulfill the Law’s mandate by perfectly obeying every command of Almighty 
God (Matthew 5:17, 1 Peter 2:22), and it would willingly be nailed to an old rugged cross to pay the price for 
our sin (2 Corinthians 5:21).   
 
For now, though, in this charged moment, this hand is just scribbling in the sand.   
 
Just as Jesus knew what this woman and the angry crowd surrounding her had done, He knows what you’ve 
done.  He doesn’t need a report of your sin.  He already knows it all.  And by His grace, He has come for you 
(John 3:16), and He has died for you (Romans 5:8).   
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion 
1) Jesus knows everything there is to know about us, including our thoughts and deeds (see Psalm 139).  How 
does that make you feel?   
 
2) Jesus, knowing everything there is to know about us, loves us and is willing to redeem us.  How does that 
make you feel? 
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3. Jesus is merciful (8:10-11b). 
 
10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, 
Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you” (John 8:10-11b). 
 
Jesus had challenged the mob that if anyone was without sin, he should be the first to cast a stone at this 
obviously guilty woman.  No one threw a stone.  Not one.  Why?  Because not one of them was without sin.  
But there was one in the crowd who fit the criteria to cast a stone.  One in the crowd was absolutely perfectly 
sinless:  Jesus.  As God, He could’ve rightly judged her, condemned her, and destroyed her.  But He didn’t.  
Why? 
 
After Jesus called Matthew the tax collector to be His disciple, He went to Matthew’s house for a feast.  The 
Pharisees got wind of it and crashed the party, confronting the reality that Jesus was eating with sinners.  
Jesus’ reply to them was profound:  “Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners” (Matthew 9:13).   
 
Jesus came to illustrate and extend the mercy of God to anyone who would come to Him in faith.  He was the 
embodiment of God’s mercy.  Consider what Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God’s mercy is His grace in action.  In His great love for us, through Christ, God turns away the wrath we 
deserve (that’s mercy) and instead opens the way for us to have Him (that’s grace).   
 
Jesus had mercy on this woman, and just as He had mercy on her, He is willing to have mercy on you.  He turns 
away no one who comes to Him in repentance and faith (John 6:37).  He is rich in mercy toward all who come 
to Him.   
 
Michael Card captures the essence of this amazing truth in a song entitled “Jubilee” (which you can access 
here: https://youtu.be/vfXH6BZeA0I).  My favorite line in the song is the bridge, which says this:   
 

“To be so completely guilty and given over to despair, 
To look into your Judge’s face and find a Savior there.” 

 
That’s what happens when we look upon the face of Jesus.  The perfect Judge who has every right to condemn 
us and to destroy us instead has mercy on us and gives us His grace and forgiveness. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion 
1) Think for a moment about your guilt before God.  What if every sin you ever committed was displayed 
publicly before God?  How embarrassing and devastating would that be?  God already knows all of that (even 
more thoroughly than you do), and He nevertheless desires to give you His mercy in Christ.  What does that 
gift mean to you? 
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Ephesians 2:4-7 - 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 
us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 
been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so 
that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus.  
 

https://youtu.be/vfXH6BZeA0I


4. Jesus is transformative (8:11c). 
 
11 …go, and from now on sin no more”]] (John 8:11c). 
 
Jesus loved this woman with a real love, so He refused to leave her where she was.  Notice what He did not 
say to her.  He did not say, “Alright, you’re good.  If you hurry, you can probably get back to him.”  Why didn’t 
He say that?  Because His desire was to see her, not only forgiven, but transformed. 
 
The will of God for everyone who trusts and follows Jesus is that we would leave behind our old, sinful, deadly 
ways and embrace the newness of life Jesus gives us.  In his letter to the Galatians, the Apostle Paul made the 
distinction clear: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Put simply, God doesn’t give us His mercy and grace to simply cover over our sin.  He gives us His mercy and 
grace to make us new.  If we are in Christ, we no longer walk according to the ways of the world.  We live 
according to His Spirit that dwells within us.  We are new.   
 
Good parents tell their children “no” sometimes.  Why?  Because good parents know that indulging our every 
desire is foolish and disastrous.  Because good parents know that there are consequences for just doing what 
we want.  Because good parents know that their children sometimes want the wrong things.  Because good 
parents love their children. 
 
God tells His children “no” sometimes, because He loves us.   
 
During the time of the Judges, the Bible records multiple times that “In those days there was no king in 
Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6, 21:25).  What was right in their own eyes 
always ended badly.  The Proverbs tell us multiple times that “there is a way that seems right to a man, but its 
end is the way to death” (Proverbs 14:12, 16:25).  The Proverbs tell us that “where there is no prophetic vision 
the people cast off restraint, but blessed is he who keeps the law” (Proverbs 29:18).  Romans 1:24 describes 
what has been called the “Passive Wrath of God,” meaning the expression of God’s wrath that results from His 
simply allowing sinful human beings to do whatever they wanted. 
 
God loves us too much to leave us to ourselves, our urges, and our unchecked desires.  He knows that we 
must be redirected by grace into His path, that we might live in the fullness and abundance of the life He gives. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion 
1) Where is God seeking to redirect you?  Has He told you “no” lately?  How did you respond?  Can you discern 
why He told you no? 
 
 

Galatians 5:16-24 - 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the 
desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are 
opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18 But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissentions, divisions, 21 envy,  
drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 And those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
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Final Thought 
 
The Bible tells us that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23), and “all” means “all.”  
The Bible further tells us that our sin will find us out (Numbers 32:23).  If you haven’t been caught yet, you will 
be.  Your sin will find you out.  If nothing else, the Day of Judgment is described as a day in which “God judges 
the secrets of men by Christ Jesus” (Romans 2:16).  You will be caught, exposed, judged.  You will have to give 
an account of everything you say and do (see Matthew 12:36, Romans 14:12, Hebrews 4:13, and 1 Peter 4:5).  
But there is hope.  His name is Jesus, and in Him, there is forgiveness for your sin. 
 
Michael Card wrote another song called “Scribbling in the Sand” that was based upon this passage (you can 
access it here:  https://youtu.be/ic79r2_Mxl0).  The lyrics so perfectly capture the beautiful paradox of this 
moment: 
 

Amidst a mob of madmen / She stood frightened and alone 
As hate filled voices hissed at him / That she must now be stoned 

In the air around him / Hung a vast and wordless love 
Who knows what luminous lesson / He was in the middle of 

 
At first, he faced the fury / Of their self-righteous scorn 

But then he stooped and at once became / The calm eye of the storm 
It was his wordless answer / To their dark and cruel demand 

The lifetime in a moment / As he scribbled in the sand 
 

It was silence, it was music / It was art, it was absurd 
He stooped and shouted volumes / Without saying a single word 

The same finger / Of the strong hand / That had written ten commands 
For now was simply scribbling in the sand 

 
Within the space of space and time / He scribbled in the sand 

They came to hear and see as much / As they could understand 
Now bound by cords of kindness / They couldn't cast a single stone 

And Jesus and the women found that they were all alone 
 

It was silence, it was music / It was art, it was absurd 
He stooped and shouted volumes / Without saying a single word 

The same finger / Of the strong hand / That had written ten commands 
For now was simply scribbling in the sand 

 
Could that same finger come / And trace my souls sacred sand 
And make some unexpected space / Where I could understand 

That my own condemnation pierced / And broke that gentle hand 
That scratched the words I'll never know / Written in the sand 

 
It was silence, it was music / It was art, it was absurd 

He stooped and shouted volumes / Without saying a single word 
The same finger / Of the strong hand / That had written ten commands 

For now was simply scribbling in the sand 

firstbaptistbg.org 

Facebook | Instagram | Twitter: @firstbaptistbg 

https://youtu.be/ic79r2_Mxl0

