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For us to think we see so clearly, we sure can get things really wrong sometimes.  I remember when I was 
growing up and passing through the various history classes I had to take.  Passing epoch through epoch, I often 
found myself and my classmates thinking and even saying, “We never would’ve done it that way” or “We 
never would have made that mistake.”  Fast forward a couple of decades, and I’m not so sure.   
 
It’s easy to look back on history with some degree of clarity.  Hindsight is 20/20, after all.  It’s easy to judge the 
actions or misdeeds of others in light of information we now have.  Frankly, it’s easy to do the same in our 
own lives.  Have you ever wished you could revisit a time in your past just so you could do some things 
differently?  I know I have.   
 
What looking back affords us is clarity.  We can see things clearly once the dust settles and all the pieces of the 
puzzle are in place.  Unfortunately, what we often lack as we look out at the landscape of current events is 
clarity.  We can’t see what we can’t see, and we don’t know what we don’t know.  We have to do the best we 
can with what we now see and what we now know… and we pray. 
 
We pray, because we realize that God has a level of clarity that we do not.  His clarity is perfect in every 
situation, so we look to Him.  We lean on Him.  When we get it wrong, He corrects us.  When we need His 
wisdom, He gives it to us (see James 1:5).  When we seek His guidance, He leads us.   
 
That’s what Jesus did during His earthly ministry.  He had the clarity His disciples needed.  He saw what they 
could not see.  He knew what they could not know.  He opened their spiritual eyes that had been previously 
blind, and He helped them see.   
 
Today, we are going to witness an encounter between Jesus and a physically blind man, and we’re going to see 
Jesus heal him.  As the events of this story unfold, we’ll also see Jesus encounter some pretty profound 
spiritual blindness in both His own followers and in the religious leaders who thought they saw truths about 
God so clearly.  They couldn’t have been much more wrong, and Jesus was going to bring clarity.  I pray that 
He would bring us clarity today, too. 
 

Big Idea – Jesus clarifies. 
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1. Jesus clarifies our misunderstandings (9:1-3). 
 
1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, 
but that the works of God might be displayed in him” (John 9:1-3). 
 
The question from Jesus’ disciples as they saw a man who had been blind from birth might bother you.  
Honestly, it should.  They see a man with a physical disability, and they immediately start looking for a reason 
why.  They are employing the same sort of theological methodology that Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar used—
what I have heard called “reverse retribution theology.”   
 
Do you remember Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar?  They were Job’s friends, who showed up in the wake of his 
calamity to “comfort” him, which they did by seeking to get Job to admit whatever sin he had committed to 
cause such disaster to come upon him.  They were the epitome of the adage, “With friends like these, who 
needs enemies?”  Job hadn’t done anything to deserve the trouble that God allowed Satan to bring upon him, 
but his friends were insistent that he had done something wrong.  In the end, Job was vindicated by God  (see 
Job 42:7-9).   
 
The disciples were employing the same sort of logic.  Here’s a man who is suffering.  What did he do wrong?  
There was a pervasive belief during this time that those born with congenital disabilities were the result of sin 
on the part of the parents or on the part of the baby while still in the womb.  Seems crazy, doesn’t it? 
 
Before we jump too quickly to judge these disciples, though, let’s confess together that we can believe some 
crazy things, too.  For example, our culture is riddled with superstitions that make no sense.  What makes a 
black cat bad luck?  I like the black cats I know.  What about breaking a mirror causes seven years of bad luck?  
How in the world does throwing spilled salt over your left shoulder do anything other than make a bigger 
mess?  Yet, we often see people cross out black cats, freak out over broken mirrors, and litter the floor 
unnecessarily with sodium chloride.  It makes no sense, but our culture has bought into it. 
 
What about those “Bible verses” that aren’t really Bible verses?  We’ve all heard that the Bible says, “God 
helps those who help themselves,” or “God loves good little boys and girls,” or “God will never put more on 
you than you can handle.”  Not a single one of those phrases appears in the Bible.  In fact, they’re all 
antithetical to biblical teaching.  In reality, God helps the helpless.  God loves all little boys and girls (and big 
ones, too).  God will absolutely allow more to come to you than you can bear (examine the story of Job we just 
referenced).   
 
Jesus clarified for His disciples that this man’s condition was not the result of sin, but rather so that the glory 
of God might be revealed in and through his life.  It’s hard for us to endure difficult moments that seem to be 
pointless, but for those of us who trust and follow Jesus, we know that God will use whatever we endure for 
His glory and our good.  We can therefore trust Him enough to walk through the difficulty, knowing all the 
while that He is with us and that He is working in ways we cannot now perceive.  We can live with the clarity 
of right understanding informed by God’s Word and God’s Spirit. 
 
Questions for Discussion/Reflection 
1) Have you ever embraced a faulty belief?  How did embracing that belief affect your life? 
 
2) What truths has Jesus clarified for you to help you more rightly understand your life and the world? 
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2. Jesus clarifies our mission (9:4-5). 
 
4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long 
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world” (John 8:7-9). 
 
Jesus is the light of the world, and if we are in Christ, His light shines in and through us.  His light is that of 
another Kingdom, a greater realm.  His light illumines our path, radiates His love, and magnifies His glory.  
Jesus’ light “shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5).   
 
In His famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus had this to say about the light in us:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to Jesus, our mission is to be the light of the world.  We are to let the light of Christ shine brightly 
through us, not hiding it under a basket, but magnifying it so that others might give glory to our Father in 
Heaven.  This past week during our Vacation Bible School experience, our children were taught about the 
importance of letting the light of Christ shine through them.  How do we do that?  By doing good deeds! 
 
In Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus, he reminds us that we are saved by God’s grace through faith, and 
that salvation is the gift of God.  He tells us what we are saved by in Ephesians 2:8-9, and in the next verse, he 
tells us what we are saved for: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are “created in Christ Jesus for good works… that we should walk in them.”  As we live a lifestyle that is 
characterized by good works toward others, we are magnifying the glory of Christ through our behavior.  We 
are letting our light shine before others, that they may see our good deeds and give glory to our Father in 
heaven! 
 
Practically speaking, when we do the right thing, in the right way, with the right heart, for the right reasons, 
the light of Christ shines brightly through us.   
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion 
1) If you have received Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior, He dwells within you (2 Corinthians 13:5, 
Colossians 1:27, etc.).  What practical steps can you take to let His light shine through you more clearly? 
 
2) In what ways have you seen your willingness to do good deeds in the name of Jesus help others give glory 
to our Heavenly Father?   
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Matthew 5:14-16 - 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.16 In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven. 

Ephesians 2:8-10 - 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 



3. Jesus clarifies God’s methods (9:6-7). 
 
6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's 
eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and 
washed and came back seeing (John 8:10-11b). 
 
Having clarified His disciples’ misunderstandings about this man’s physical disability, and having clarified for 
His disciples the mission to which He was calling them, Jesus now brought clarity to the blind man’s eyes.  
Literally, Jesus created sight in eyes that had never seen, illustrating again that He is not only God who heals us 
but God who creates.  The scene is really unbelievable.   
 
One temptation Jesus’ disciples faced—and that we face, too—is the temptation to put God in a box as to how 
He can respond to our requests.  Specifically, the disciples might have been tempted to think that Jesus could 
only bring sight to blind eyes in ways he had done so before.  In Matthew 9, for example, Jesus touched two 
blind men’s eyes to heal them.  In Mark 8, Jesus spit on a man’s eyes and then touched them to heal them.  In 
Mark 10 and Luke 18, Jesus spoke healing to Bartimaeus without touching him.  Here in John 9, Jesus made 
mud with His saliva, put the mud on the man’s eyes, and had the man go wash the mud off in the Pool of 
Siloam.   
 
The point?  God can do whatever He wants, whenever He wants, in whatever way He wants.  We must refuse 
the temptation to put God in a box of how He must respond to our prayers.  We have to learn to be open to 
God’s creativity.  We cannot assign God a prescribed method; He works in mysterious ways.  Our job is to pray, 
put our situation in His hands, and trust His methods. 
 
What does that mean in real life?  Say, for example, that you are praying for physical healing.  God might 
choose to bring healing through the work of healthcare providers, or by way of some sort of medical 
procedure, or by way of a medication, or by some sort of miraculous touch.  If our prayer is for healing, we can 
trust God to bring about that healing in whatever way He chooses. 
 
Perhaps your prayer is for financial provision.  God may very well bring about an unexplainable, miraculous 
windfall.  He might bring someone to you who surprises you with some sort of assistance.  Most of the time, 
God seems to answer that prayer by providing an opportunity for employment.  All of those methods are 
means whereby God answers our prayers.  Perhaps you’re praying for wisdom, guidance, and discernment.  
God might answer by opening certain doors and closing others.  He might answer by leading you into hard 
conversations that eventually become great, celebrated turning points in your life.  Either way, He is actively 
answering your prayer.   
 
Don’t put God in a box of how He has to respond to your prayer.  Be open to His creativity.  God works in 
mysterious ways, working all things together for good to those who love Him and are called according to His 
purpose (Romans 8:28). 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion 
1) Think about how God has answered your prayers before.  Did He always answer in an expected way?  How 
did God surprise you? 
 
2) What are you praying for now?  Are you open to God’s answering in His way according to His timeline? 
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4. Jesus clarifies God’s majesty (9:8-25). 
 
8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to 
sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 So 
they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and 
anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my 
sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus 
made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he 
said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is 
not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such 
signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about 
him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of 
the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then 
does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21 But 
how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak 
for himself.” 22 (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed 
that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23 Therefore his 
parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know 
that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see” (John 9:8-25). 
 
“…the man who had formerly been blind.”  That’s not a phrase you read every day.  He who had been born 
blind could now see.  What a miracle!  How did the religious leaders respond?  They were upset that he got 
healed on the Sabbath.  They questioned the man’s parents, who responded in fear.  They questioned the man 
who could now look them in the eye, and he simply responded, “One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 
now I see” (John 9:25).  We’ve heard that phrase before. 
 
In the 18th Century, John Newton was the captain of a ship involved in the slave trade.  On March 10, 1748, 
during a particularly stormy voyage from Africa to England, Newton began reading a book penned by Thomas 
á Kempis entitled, The Imitation of Christ.  God used the frighteningly stormy voyage and the message of 
Thomas á Kempis’ book to open Newton’s eyes to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 
Over time, Newton found his work irreconcilable with his faith in Christ, and he became a vocal opponent of 
slavery.  In the same year he died (1807), the British Parliament finally abolished slavery throughout its 
domain. When John Newton wrote “Amazing Grace,” he called himself a lost, blind wretch that God reached 
and saved with His amazing grace.  What a sweet sound to the ears of a penitent sinner, who knew he needed 
God’s Savior.   
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion 
1) In Christ, what are you now able to “see” that you previously couldn’t perceive before Jesus saved you? 
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Final Thought 
 

“Jesus said, ‘For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see,  
and those who see may become blind’” (John 9:39). 

 
God sent His Son into the world to open the eyes of the spiritually blind, and to show those who  
thought their spiritual sight was perfect that they couldn’t see at all.  When we humble ourselves and come to 
Jesus seeking His mercy, He gives it.  He clarifies the truth about us, the truth about God, and the truth about 
salvation, and He opens His arms to receive us.  He welcomes lost, blind wretches to Himself, and by His grace, 
makes us children of God who can see the majesty of God. 
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